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C  H  A  P.    I. 

ne  Naval  Hiftory  <?/ GREAT  BRITAIN, 
under  the  Reign  of  King  WILLIAM  IIL 
from  the  Revolution^  to  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick* 

H  E  crown  was  no  fooner  placed  on  the 
head  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  than  he  be-' 
gan  to  feel  the  weight  of  it,  and  experience'  ' 
the  cares  that  attend  it  r  he  had  not  fo  much' 
as  leifure  to  tafte  in  peace,  the  firft  moments 
of  royalty  »,  but  found  himfelf  obliged  to  embark  in  a  war. 
Vol.  III.  ,  A  2  as 


»  Kcnnet,  Burchet,  Rapin,  Oldmixon's  hiftory  of  the  Siuarti, 
life  of  king  William,  Columna  roftrata.  ' 


I'' 


i- 


■4.       NAVAL    H  ISTO  RT 

as  foon  as  he  was  feated  on  the  throne.  A  war  in  which 
all  Europe  was  engaged,  and  engaged  in  point  of  interefl ; 
for  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  now  fo  evi- 
dent, that  even  the  powers,  leaft  inclined  to  a£tion,  found 
tuemfclves  obliged  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  by  en- 
tering into  a  confederacy  for  the  more  cflfeilually  oppofing 
the  encroachments  of  that  afpiring  prince.  The  French 
king,  on  the  other  hand,  inflead  of  difcovering  any  dread 
of  this  formidable  alliance,  began  firft  ;  by  falling  upon  the 
empire,  and  declaring  war  againft  Spain,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  provided  for  his  ally,  king  'James,  whom  he 
fent  over  into  Ireland,  with  a  confiderable  force,  efcorted 
by  a  fleet  of  twenty-two  fail  of  men  of  war  •>. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion,  that  the  ill  management  in 
the  two  laft  reigns,  in  refpe<Sl  to  the  correfpondence  held 
between  our  princes  and  the  French  king,  manifeftly  ap- 
peared, by  the  prodigious  growth  of  his  naval  power.  Unde^ 
the  adminiftralion  of  the  g  <^ardinal  Richelieu,  France 
was  fo  weak  in  this  xefpe^l,  ..•.  this  high-fpirited  minifter 
was  forced,  in  very  preHing  terms,  to  fulicit  a/fiftance  from 
the  Swedes  ^  ;  and,  even  in  this  reign,  the  prote£lQr  Cram- 
well,  had  (hewn  the  utmoft  contempt  for  the  French  power 
at  fea.  To  fpeak  the  truth,  it  was  our  wars  with  the 
Dutch,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  IT.  that,  as  the  French 
themfelves  confefs,  gave  them  firft  an  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing, at  the  expence  of  the  maritime  powers,  what  it  was 
to  make  a  figure  on  an  element  with  which  before  they 

were 


^  Kiftoire  militaire  du  regne  de  Louis  le  Grand,  par  M.  le 
marquis  de  Quincy  ;  hiftoire  de  France,  par  P.  Daniel,  c  As  to 
this  tad,  we  iind  it  in  the  cardinal's  letters^  vqI.  ii.  p.  14^1^. 


ly" 


0/^/>/^  WILLIAM  III.  5 

were  little  acquainted.  This  knowledge  they  fo  far  im- 
•proved,  by  fomctimes  Tiding  with  the  Dutch,  and  fome- 
times  with  us,  that  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  twenty  years, 
they  found  themfelves  able  to  encounter  either  nation,  and 
in  1676,  actually  beat  the  Dutch  and  the  Spaniards  in  the 
JMiditerraneariy  and  killed  the  famous  admiral  ^^  i^z/^i/^r^. 

A3  At 


«•  The  inquifitive  reader  may  find  a  fuccinft  view  of  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  French  naval  power,  under  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XIV  in  the  7  chap,  of  the  xiv.  book  of  father  Daniel's 
hiftoire  de  la  milite  Fran9oife.  But,  to  place  this  matter  in  the 
clearefl  light,  and  to  give  the  Engliih  reader  a  competent  idea 
of  the  French  force  at  fea,  as  well  as  to  enable  him  to  judge 
for  himfelf,  (which  none  of  oar  naval  writers  have  done)  of 
the  comparative  ftrenglh  of  Engliih  and  French  fleets  and 
fquadrons,  I  (hall  here  give  an  exad  abftrait  of  the  ftate  of 
the  French  fleet,  as  it  ftood  in  1681  j  and  it  was  yet  in  a  better 
condition  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  which  recourfe  may 
be  had  on  all  occafions. 

Abstract  of  the  French  Fleet. 
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iExcIuiive  of  thirty  gallies,  on  board  which  were  above  thr«9 

thoufan'!  men. 
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6        NAVA  L    HI  Sr  0  RT 

At  this  time,  they  were  grown  fo  much  ftronger,  that 
we  (hall  fee  them,  during  a  great  part  of  this  reign,  endea* 
vouring  to  conteil  the  empire  of  the  fea,  againft  the  joint 
forces  of  both  the  maritime  powers :  which  is  fufficient  to 
(hew,  with  how  great  difadvantage  king  William  entered 
into  the  war,  in  this  refpe£t ;  fince,  while  the  enemy  took 
all  advantages  of  pouring  fupplies  into  Ireland^  his  affairs  in 
England  were  fo  perplexed,  that  it  was  feme  time  before 
he  could  provide  a  force  fufficient  to  cruize  on  the  coaft 
of  that  ifland. 

At  laft,  admiral  Herbert^  who  commanded  the  Eng- 
lijh  fictt^  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  ^^nV  1689, 
failed  for  Cork^  with  a  fquadron  which  confiiled  of  no 
more  than  twelve  (hips  of  war,  one  fire-(hip,  two  yatchs, 
and  two  fmacks.  Here  he  received  inforiflation,  that  king 
Jamei  landed  at  Kinfale^  about  two  months  before.  He 
then  thought  it  proper  to  attempt  cutting  off  the  convoy 
that  had  attended  him  from  France:  with  this  view,  he 
failed  for  Br  eft  ^  and  cruized  off  that  port  for  fome  time  ; 
but  hearing  nothing  of  the  French  men  of  war,  from  the 
advice  boats  he  daily  received,  and  having  encreafed  his 
Ibrce  to  nineteen  fail,  (of  which,  however,  one  was  but  a 
Tmall  frigate)  he  again  fteered  for  the  Irijh  coafl-,  and  to- 
wards the  latter  end  oi  Jprily2i^^2iXtAoS  Kin/ale,  On 
the  twenty-ninth  of  that  month,  he  difcovered  a  fleet  of 
forty-four  fail,  which  he  judged  were  going  into  Kin/ale^ 
and  therefore  did  his  utmofl  to  preven':  it.  The  next  day. 
he  heard  that  the  enemy  were  gone  into  Baltimore  \  but, 
upon  coming  thither,  found  the  information  falfe.  The 
wind  being  then  eafierly,  he  ftood  for  Cape-Clear^  and  In 
the  evening,  he  faw  them  (landing  into  Bantry  Bay,  He 
lay  oiF  that  place  till  morning,  and  about  break  of  day,  re* 

folvei 


.        O/i^/V/^  WILLIAM  III.         f 

folvcd  t(^  attack  the  enemy «.  All  our  Engii/h  writers  of 
naval  hiftory  agree,  that  the  French  fleet  had  fome  empty 
tranfports  under  their  care ;  but  the  French  writers,  who 
(hould  certainly  beft  know  what  their  fleet  was  doing,  fay 
pofitively,  that  they  had  only  four  merchant-(hips  laden 
with  arms,  bridles,  faddles,  powder,  and  ball,  for  the  ufe  of 
king  James's  army,  and  a  confiderable  fum  of  money» 
which  was  on  board  the  men  of  war.  This  they  {hipped 
as  foon  as  they  perceived  the  EngliJIj  fleet,  on  board  fijc 
fire-fhips,  and  fent  thefe,  with  the  merchant-men  before- 
mentioned,  to  land  the  fupply  at  a  place  in  the  bay,  feven 
Jeagues  diftant,  while  they  engaged  the  Englijh  ^  fquadrons 
that  at  all  events  they  might  be  fafe. 

Authors  vary  not  a  little  as  to  the  ftrength  of  both 
fleets  ;  which  I  take  to  be  rather  owing  to  partiality,  than 
any  real  difliculty  thc»  i  was  of  coming  at  the  fadt.  Mr, 
Burchet  fays,  the  Engliflj  were  but  nineteen  (hips  in  all  i. 
Biihop  Kennet  more  truly  reckons  them  twenty-two, 
wherein  he  agrees  with  all  the  French  relations^.  The 
enemy's  fleet  confided,  according  to  our  accounts,  of 
twenty-eight,  according  to  their  own,  of  twenty-four  fail*. 

A  4  Tha 


c  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  416,  Lediard's  naval  hiftory, 
p.  623.  Columna  roftrata.  ♦  Hiftoire  militaire,  vol.   ii. 

p.  149  B  See  his  naval  hiftory  as  above  cited.     My  rea- 

fon  for  faying  what  I  do,  in  the  text,  is  my  obferving,  that 
both  the  accounts  may  be  very  well  reconciled.  Burchet  {peak- 
ing only  of  the  large  ft  jps,  and  the  other  writers  o|"  all  in  ge- 
netal,  under  admiral  Herbert's  command  h  See  his  corQpleat 
hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii  p-  531.  where  he  tells  us,  that  the 
Englifti  fleet  confifted  of  ei<;,ht  third  rates,  ten  fourth,  and 
two  fifth,  with  two  tenders.  *  The  marquis  de  Quincy  informs 
us,  that  the  French  fleet  confifted,  exclufjve  of  the  veflcls  un- 
der 


•     NAVA  L   H I  sr  O  R  r 

The  Englijh  had  certainly  the  wind,  and  might  therefore 
have  avoided  fighting,  if  they  had  [o  plcafed  ;  but  this  wai 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  admiral  Utrberd  temper :  he 
therefore  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  get  into  the  bay,  that  he 
might  come  to  a  clofc  engagement ;  but  the  French  faved 
him  the  labour,  by  bearing  down  upon  him  in  three  divift- 
ons,  about  ten  in  the  morning  on  the  firit  o(  May.  Thcfirft 
.divifion  confifted  of  eight  (hips,  umier  the  commanJ  of  Mr. 
Caberet ;  the  fecond,  of  the  like  force,  was  commanded 
by  admiral  Chattau- Renault ;  the  third,  which  was  alfo 

•  of  eight  fliips,  had  for  its  commander  Mr.  Forant  j  the 
iight  was  pretty  warm  for  about  two  hours ;  but  then 
flackened,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  the  Engli/h  fleet  could 

'  not  come  up  ;  but  they  continued  firirig  on  both  fides,  till 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  admiral  Herbert  keeping  out 
all  the  time  to  fea,  becaufe  he  found  the  difpute  very  un- 
equal, and  that  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  could 
pofKbly  gain  the  wind,  and  thereby  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  his  whole  fleet  to  engage.  But,  about  the  hour 
before-mentioned,  the  French  fleet  ftood  into  the  Bay,  which 
put  an  end  to  the  fight.  The  Englijh  writers  afcribc  this 
cither  to  want  of  courage,  or  to  the  admiral's  being  re- 
ilrained  by  his  orders ;  but  the  French  inform  us,  that  he 
retired  in  order  to  take  care  of  the  (hips  under  his  convoy  ; 
and  that  after  they  had  entirely  debarked  the  fupply  they 

^  bad  brought,  he  difpofed  tvtry  thing  in  order  to  put  to  fca 

the  next  morning,  which  he  did  ^, 

This 


der  their  convoy,  of  fifteen  third,  and  nine  fourth  rates ;  and 
in  this,   all  the  French  writers  agree.  ^U  mull  be 

acknowledged,    that  the  French    fpeak  in  too  high    terms 
of  this  trivial  fuccefs  ;  the  fleet,  fays  M.  Quincy,  was  out 

but 


Of  King  WILLIAM  IIL  ^ 

This  is  the  battle  in  Bantry  Day^  which,  though  in- 
confiderable  enough  in  itfelf,  (fince  the  Englifl)^  who  \^^d 
certainly  the  worft  of  it,  lod  only  one  captain,  one  lieu- 
tenant, and  ninety-four  men,  and  had  about  three  hun- 
dred wounded)  is  yet  magnified  by  fomo  writers,  as  • 
mighty  action.  The  French  had  one  (hip,  called  the  Dia- 
mmd^  fet  on  fire,  and  two  others  fo  much  damaged,  as  to 
be  obliged  to  draw  out  of  the  line.  The  affair  was  cer« 
tainly  very  inconfidcrable,  and  any  advantage  that  was 
gained,  was  rather  to  be  afcribed  to  a  favourable  wind,  and 
fuperior  force  on  one  fide,  than  to  any  want  either  of  cou* 
rage  or  conduct  on  the  other  l.  After  the  adtion,  admiral 
Herbert  bore  away  fur  the  Scilly  ijlands^  and  having  cruized 
there  for  fome  time,  returned  to  Sptthead;  upon  which  oc« 
cafion,  king  IVilliam  himfclf  came  flown  to  Port/mouthy 
where,  to  fhew  he  would  diftinguilh  and  reward  merit, 
though  not  pointed  out  to  him  by  fuccefs,  he  declared  ad  • 
miral  Herbert^  eari  of  Torrington^  and  knighted  captain  John 
jtjhby^  of  the  Defiance,  and  captain  Cloudejley  Shovel^  of  thu 
Edgar^  giving  at  the  fame  time,  a  bounty  of  ten  (billings 
to  each  Teamen,  and  making  a  pro.'ifion  for  the  widows  of 
fuch  as  had  been  killed  in  the  adtion.  This  was  perfedtl/ 
well  judged  by  king  IVilliam^  and  was  indeed  an  adi  of 

bit 


but  twelve  days ;  in  which  fhort  fpace,  they  landed  what 
they  carried,  in  Ireland,  beat  the  Engiifli  ileet,  and  made  fevcn 
Dutch  prizes.  On  the  other  hand,  our  authors  are  fond  of 
charging  fome  mifmanagcmcnf  on  the  French  admiral  :  where- 
as, in  truth,  he  did  his  auty  very  exadlly  ;  and  Qujncy,  and 
the  other  French  writers  complain,  that  for  want  of  the  firc- 
ihips,  he  was  unable  to  profecute  the  advantages  he  had  gain- 
ed ;  which  fcems  to  be  matter  of  fudl.  i  I  he  reader  may 
confult  Kennet,  Burnet,  and  liurcher,  who  have  all  given  ilieir 
opinion^  on  this  fide  the  c|ueilion. 
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his  own,  flowing  from  the  knowledge  he  had  of  mankind, 
and  the  neceflity  there  is  of  keeping  up  the  fpirics  of  Teamen, 
if  we  expedt  they  (hould  perform  great  things.  He  faid,  when 
he  read  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Bantry  Bay^  that  fuch 
anions  were  necefTary  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  though 
they  would  be  raOi  in  the  courfe  of  it ;  which  (hews  his 
great  penetration,  and  accounts  for  his  creating  admiral 
HerUrt  a  peer,  after  an  affair,  in  which  he  had  certainly 
nu  advantage". 

Th£  fleet  being  9t  length  refitted,  the  admiral  failed 
with  it  for  Torbay^  in  the  middle  of  y«»r,  where  he  was 
afterwards  joined  by  a  Dutch  fleet,  and  by  vice-admiral 
ltillegrew*s  fquadron,  which  had  been  cruizing  before 
Dunkirk,  This  joint  fleet  ftood  over  to  the  coaft  oi  France^ 
and  continued  cruizing  there,  and  in  the  foundings,  'till 
towards  the  latter  end  of  Augufi  ;  and  being  then  in  great 
want  of  beer,  and  there  being  no  appearance  of  the  French 
putting  to  fea,  they  returned  to  Torhay^  where  foon  after 
the  fleet  feparated  ;  the  larger  fhips,  which  wanted  repair, 
being  ordered  into  port,  and  the  refl  diftrihuted  into  feve- 
ral  fquadrons,  for  different  fervices".  Before  we  fpeak 
more  particularly  of  thcfe,  ii  will  be  proper  to  take  notice 
of  what  was  performed  by  fome  other  fquadrons,  which 
had  been  detached  earlier  in  the  year. 

When 


m  Life  of  king  William.  Burchct*s  memoirs.  "  fiurchet^s 
naval  hiflory,  p.  417.  PiKhop  Burnet  complains,  that  this  year 
there  was  nothing  coniiderable  done  at  Tea ;  and,  according  to 
his  manner,  infinuates  I  know  not  what  of  treafon,  or  treache- 
ry, or  fomething  very  black  in  it.  But  the  truth  feems  to  be 
ihe  funds  were  late  fettled,  and  the  government  itfelf  but  half 
fettled  ;  which  occafioned  the  fleets  being  ill  mann'd,  poorly 
viftualled,  and  worfe  paid. 


Of  King  WILLIAM  IIL        u 

When  king  James  hn^cd  in  Ireland^  his  affairs  had 
certainly  a  very  pfomifing  afpefl  on  that  fide.    He  brought 
w^ith  him  a  very  confiderable  fupply,  and  he   found  there 
an  army  of  4.0,000  men.     There  were  but  two  places  in 
the  north  vehich  held  out  againft  him,  viz.  London- Dirry 
and  Inisk'tUing.     Of  thefe,  he  determined  to  make  himfelf 
mafter,  and  might  eafily  have  done  it,  if  he  had  been  well 
advifed  ;  but,  as  bifhop  Burnet  juftly  obferves,  there  was  a 
kind  of  fatality  that  hung  on  his  councils.     He  refolyed  to 
begin  with  London' Derry^  in  rcfpedt  to  which,  two  pro- 
pofals  were  made  him  ;  the  firit  was,  to  attack  the  place 
vigoroufly,  and  take  it  as  foon  aspofHble,  by  ftorm ;  the 
other,  to  block  up  the  city,  and  to  a(5l  with  his  great  army 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  might  beft  fuit  his  intereft,  'till  this 
place  was  by  dint  of  famine  compelled  to  furrender.  Either 
of  thefe  methods  might  have  fucceeded ;  but  king  yames 
declined  thefe,  and  made  choice  of  a  third,  which  vi'as,  to 
take  the  place  by  a  flow  fiege,  in  order  to  enure  his  Irijb 
zxw;  *o  fatigues,  and  to  render  them  by  this  kind  of  dif* 
cipline,  more  fit  for  fcrvice.    This  refolution  of  his,  gavf 
time  for  an  application  to  the  government  in  England-. 
and  upon  this,  two  regiments  of  foot,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Cunningham  and  colonel  Richards,  with  fomfi 
fupplies,  were  fent  thither:  they  arrived  on  the  fifteenth 
of  April  in  the  Lough;  but  colonel  Lundy,  who  was  govern 
nor  of  the  town,  being,  as  it  was  believjd,  in  king  James*s 
interefl,  perfuaded  thofe  gentlemen,  that  it  was  a  thing 
impra(Sticable  to  defend  the  place ;  and  that  therefore  the 
befl  thing  they  could  do,  was  to  return  and  fecure  his  ma- 
jefty's  troops;  which  they  accordingly  did.     Thetownf- 
mep,  having  turned  out  their  governor^  however,  made  a 
•  noble 
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noble  defence,  which  gained  time  for  another  application 
to  England  ^. 

During  '.his  fpace,  commodore  Rooke,  v  ho  had  been 
ient  with  a  fquadron  in  the  month  of  May,  to  the  coaft  of 
Ireland,  per'ormed  good  fervice  there,  by  keeping  king 
James  and  \iis  army  from  having  any  intercjurfe  with  the 
Scots ;  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  he  failed  in  with  the 
Bonaventure,  Swallow,  Dartmouth,  and  a  fleet  of  tran- 
iport'fiips,  under  the  command  of  major-general  Kirkey 
who  was  come  with  this  force  to  relieve  London' Derry, 
The  commodore  concurred  with  him,  as  it  was  his  duty, 
very  chearfully  in  carrying  on  this  fervice.  When  they 
came  to  examine  the  method  taken  by  the  enemy,  to  pre- 
vent their  relieving  the  place,  they  found  they  had  laid 
a  boom  crofs  the  river,  compofed  of  chains  and  cables,  and 
Seated  with  timber,  there  being  flrong  redoubts  at  each  end 
well  furnilhed  with  cannon.  Upon  a  view  of  this,  gene- 
ral Kirke  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Inch,  an 
ifland  in  Lough  Swille,  in  which  the  commodore  ailifted 
him  10  efFe£lu<tlly,  that  on  the  fixteenth,  he  was  in  full 
poilefllon,  not  only  of  that  ifland,  but  of  the  pafs  to  the 
main  ;  and  having  performed  this  fervice,  he  returned  to 
his  {Ration  p. 

He  continued  there  till  the  twenty-fecond,  on  which 
day  he  received  by  the  Portland  man  of  war,  a  letter  from 

the 


•Dr.  Walker,  who  was  governor  of  London -Derry,  pub- 
jifhed  an  exaft  account  of  the  iicge,  under  the  title  of  **  A  true 
«•  account  of  the  liege  of  London  Derry,  Londpn,  4to.  1690. 
**  59  pages."  Afterwards  he  wrote  a  vindication  of  this  ac- 
count, and  from  thefe,  Burnet's  hiftory,  and  the  detail  I  have 
Iwd  from  living  witneffes,  I  report  thefe  fads>.  P  Burchet's 
naval  hiltory,  p.  418.  Columna  roHrata. 
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the  general,  wherein  he  informed  him,  that  being  fatisiied 
the  place  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  attempt  its  relief  at  any  rate.  The  commodore 
upon  this,  left  the  Bonaventure  and  Portland  upon  hir  fta- 
tion,  and,  with  the  Deptford  anu  Dartmouth^  he  failed  to 
the  aififtance  or  the  major-general.  He  fent  the  Dartmouth 
up  io  Kilmore^  to  receive  his  orders,  and  then  returned  to 
the  Bonaventure  and  Portland^  with  intention  to  continue 
there  'till  the  arrival  of  the  three  (hips  he  expefted  from 
the  earl  of  Torrington.  With  this  affiftance,  major-general 
Kirki^  having  properly  difpofed  the  men  of  war,  on  the 
thirtieth  oijuly^  fent  the  Mountjoy  ofDerry,  captain  Brown^ 
ingj  and  the  Phoenix  of  Coirain,  captain  Doug/as,  both 
deeply  laden  with  provifions,  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Dartmouth  frigate,  to  attempt  breaking  the  boom.  7  he 
enemy  made  a  prodigious  fire  upon  thefe  (hips,  as  they 
pafftd,  which  was  very  briskly  returned,  'till  the  Mountjoy 
ilruck  againft  the  boom,  and  broke  it,  and  was  by  the 
rebound  run  afhore ;  upon  this,  the  Irijh  gave  a  loud  huzza, 
made  a  terrible  fire  upon  them,  and  with  their  boats  at- 
tempted to  board  her.  But  the  failors  6ring  a  broadlide. 
iiowever,  the  (hock  loofened  her  fo,  that  they  floated  again^ 
and  pafTed  the  boom,  as  did  the  Phoenix  alfo,  under  cover 
of  the  Dartmouth*^  fire.  This  feafonable  fupply,  (aved  the 
rem?ins  of  the  garrifon,  which,  after  a  hundred  and  five 
days  clofe  fiege,  and  being  reduced  from  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred,  to  four  thoufand  three  hundred,  had  fub« 
fiflance  for  only  two  days  left,  the  enemy  raifing  the  fxcge 
on  the  laft  of  y«/5>9. 

COM- 


9  Dr.  Walker's  account,  p.  33.  which  agrees  exaftly  with  the 
French  relation  of  the  liege  by  Quincy,  hitt.  jnilit  vol,  ii.  p. 
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Co  M  M  o  D  o  R  E  Rookcy  on  the  thirteenth  of  AuguJI[  con- 
voyed the  duke  of  Schomberg*^  army,  confifting  of  upwards 
of  ten  thoufand  men,  horfe  and  foot,  embarked  in  ninety 
veflels  of  feveral  forts,  and  landed  them  fafe  near  Carrtck' 
fergui^  whither  he  brought  the  remainder  of  the  army,  and 
the  artillery  \  and  then  continued  with  the  general,  till  he 
had  taken  the  town,  and  had  no  further  occafion  for  his 
ailiftance.  He  next  flatloned  as  many  {hips  and  yatchs  of 
his  fquadron,  as  he  thought  requifite  for  maintaining  the 
correfpondcnce  between  England  ^nd  Ireland^  and  prevent- 
ing any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by  French  or  Scots 
privateers.  He  failed  next  with  a  few  fhips  that  were  re- 
maining, to  Dublin,  where  he  infulted  the  city,  by  man- 
ning his  boats,  and  making  a  (hqw  of  landing;  and  on  the 
eighteenth  of  'September,  he  aftually  endeavoured  to  burn 
all  the  yeffels  that  were  in  the  harbour  j  and  had  certainly 
performed  it,  if  the  wind  had  not  veered  about,  and  blew 
a  frefh  gale,  as  the  yatchs  and  ketches  were  going  in, 
which  obliged  him  to  abandon  hisdefign,  and  to  put  to  fea. 
King  James  was  at  this  time  in  the  place,  and  an  eye-wit- 
nefs  of  this  bold  attempt.  From  Dublin^  commodore 
jRvoke  failed  to  Corke,  where  he  alfo  attempted  going  into' 
the  harbour  y  but  was  prevented  by  the  brisk  fire  the  enemy 

made 


,. » 


233.  Bifhop  Burnet  accufes  (though  without  reafon)  major- 
general  Kirke,  for  not  relieving  them  fooner.  Indeed  there 
IS  no  efcaping  this  prelate's  refcntment ;  for  if  an  i^cer  mif- 
carries,  'tis  through  his  own  ill  conduft  ;  a^nd  if  he  fircceeds,  he 
^ight  have  done  it  fooner,  had  he  been  hearty.  The  truth  is, 
the  general  thought  the  bufinefs  impradlicable,  but  was  deter- 
mined to  make  fome  attempt,  when  he underftood  the  befieged 
fatted  their  dogs  on  the  bo  les  of  the  flain  Iri(h,  and  then  killed 
thofe  animals,  and  eat  them  th^mfelves.  See  Kennet,  life  of 
ii^ing  William, 
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made  from  their  batteries,  on  which  were  mounted  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  pieces  of  .cannon.  He  took  poiTeflion, 
however,  of  the  great  ifland,  and  might  have  done  further 
fervices,  if  his  (hips  had  not  by  this  time  grown  foul,  and 
his  provifions  low  ;  which  forced  him  to  quit  his  ftation, 
and  repair  to  the  Downs,  where  he  arrived  on  the  thirteenth 
of  OSiober,  after  having  given  by  his  activity,  vigilance, 
and  indefatigable  attention  to  his  duty  in  this  expedition, 
an  earneft  of  the  great  things,  which  he  afterwards  per- 
formed when  fir  George  Rooke,  and  admiral  in  chief  of  the 
Britijh  fleet  r. 

\  As  to  the  remaining  fervices  of  this  year,  they  were 
not  cither  many  or  great  j  and  therefore  I  {hall  only  men- 
tion the  taking  of  two  celebrated  fca-officers  in  the  French 
fervice,  viz,  the  celebrated  chevalier  de  Four  bin,  and  the 
famous  John  Bart,  They  commanded  two  fmall  frigates, 
and  under  their  convoy,  fix  rich  merchant-men,  outward 
bound.  Near  the  ijleofjf^tght,  they  were  chafed  by  two 
of  our  fifty  gun  fhipj,  which  they  engaged  very  bravely, 
though  they  fay  that  it  was  a  thing  impoifible  for  them  to 
avoid  being  taken.  All  they  aimed  at,  was,  to  give  their 
merchant-men  t?me  to  efcape,  in  which  they  fucceeded  ; 
for  while  they  fought  defperately,  the  veiTels  under  their 
convoy  got  fafe  into  Roihel,  As  for  the  chevalier  deFour^ 
bin,  and  captain  Bart,  they  were  carried  prifoners  into 
Plymouth,  from  whence  they  not  long  after  found  means  to 
efcape,  and  get  over  to  Calais^,  For  this  generous  ac- 
tion^ the  French  king  rewarded  each  of  them  with  the  com- 
mand 


'Burchet's  naval  hiftory.  Kcnnct.    Hiftory  of  thereduaion 
of  Ireland,  p,  39;  Lediard.  f  Hiftoiremilitaire,  torn.  ii. 
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tnand  of  a  man  of  war :  but  our  writers  of  naval  hiHoty^ 
have  been  fo  carelefs,  that  I  cannot  jRnd  with  any  certainty, 
ivho  were  the  captains  that  took  them.  We  have  indeed 
a  much  more  particular  relation  of  this  affair  in  Fourbin*i 
memoirs,  wherein  it  is  faid,  they  had  twenty  merchant- 
men under  their  convoy ;  that  they  fought  two  long  hours; 
and  that  one  of  the  Englijh  captains  was  killed  in  the  en- 
gagement ;  but  I  think  the  ftory,  as  I  have  given  it,  is 
more  to  be  depended  upon,  as  it  comes  from  an  unbiafTedy 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  very  accurate  hiftorian  t. 

In  the  feilions  of  parliament,  in  the  winter  of  1689,  there 
were  many  complaints  made  of  the  condud)  of  affairs  at 
fea,  which  bore  hard  on  the  new  commifnon  of  admiralty, 
compofed  of  the  earl  of  Ternngton,  the  earl  of  Carbery,  Sir 
Jidichael  If^harton^  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  Sir  John  Chicheley^  Sir 
yohn  Lowther^  and  Mr.  Sacheverily  i^ho,  in  defence  of 
their  own  characters,  laid  open  their  mifcarriages  in  the 
\i(Clualling' office,  which  produced  a  parliamentary  enquiry 
into  that  affair,  and  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
*•  that  fir  John  Parfons,  fir  Richard  Haddock,  admiral 
««  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Fenn,  viiftuallers  of  the  fleet, 
*^  fliould  be  fent  for,  in  the  cuflody  of  the  fcrjeant  at  arms, 
**  to  anfwer  to  the  faid  complaint.*'  But,  notwithftand  ^ 
ing  an  exa^  fcrutiny  into  that  affair  produced  a  full  difco- 

very 

*  The  memoirs  which  pafs  under  the  name  of  count  Fourbin, 
abound  with  fuch  exaggerated  relations,  and  therefore  I  muft 
own  I  fufpeft  their  credit.  As  to  the  work  of  the  marquis  de 
Quincy,  it  is  one  of  the  bell  in  its  kind,  written  with  care  and 
exadlnefs,  from  good  authorities  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  the  au« 
thors  of  modern  memoirs,  fuch  as  thofe  of  marfhal  Villars,  the 
duke  of  Berwick,  aiKl  M.  de  GueTrouin,  tranfcribe  it  coa- 
tiaually. 


/    i 


i!! 


'I  i 


l!l 


Q/'iijV/^  WILLIAM  III.         17 

very  of  great  mifchiefs,  occafioned  by  the  bad  vi<5\ualling 
of  the  fleet ,  yet  the  fpirit  raifed  againft  the  adminiflration 
grew  fo  ftrong,  that  it  was  thought  necefTary  for  the  carl 
of  Torrington  to  refign  his  office  of  firft  commifHoner,  to 
allay  it ;  and  he  was  fucceeded  therein  by  Thomas  carl  of 
Pembroke^  which  anfwered  the  end  efFeflually,  and  gave  the 
nation  great  fatisfa£Hon  «, 

I  (hall  open  the  naval  tranfadlions  of  1690,  with  an  ac- 
count of  admiral  RuJfePs  failing  into  the  Mediterranean^ 
though  this  is,  generally  fpeaking,  accounted  a  tranra(Stibn 
of  the  former  year  ;  but  my  reafon  for  placing  it  here,  is 
the  not  failing  of  the  fleet  'till  the  fpring,  though  ordert 
were  given  for  it  in  the  preceding  winter.  His  catholick 
majefty,  Charies  II.  having  efpoufed  a  princefs  of  the  houfe 
of  Neubourz,  fHter  to  the  reigning  emprefs,  and  to  the 
queen  of  Portugal^  demanded  an  Englijh  fleet  to  convoy 
her  fafely  to  his  dominions,  which  was  readily  granted  ;  and 
indeed  fuch  a  compliment  never  had  been  refufed  even  to 
ftates  in  war  with  us,  becaufe  it  was  taken  as  a  tacit  con- 
fcfllonofour  dominion  at  Tea;  which  might,  methinks, 
havi  fecured  it  from  blfhop  Bktw^/'s  cenfure «'.  On  the 
twenty- fourth  oi Ncvember^  admiral  RuJJei  hikd  with  feven 
large  men  of  war,  and  two  yatchs,  lo  Flujhhigy  in  order  to 
receive  her  catholic  majefty,  and  her  attendants  ;  and  had 
orders,  as  foon  as  the  queen  came  on  board,  to  hoift  the 

Vol.  III.  B  union 


"Kennet,  Burnet,  Pointer's  chronological  hiftory,  &c.  *[Hi- 
(lory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii,  p.  4^.  The  propriety  of  this 
piece  of  complaifance,  will  more  clearly  appear,  if  we  confider, 
that  it  obliged  t\\e  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  wss  a  proper  return,  for 
the  affiftance  given  king  William  by  that  queen's  relations ; 
and  was  bcfides,  as  things  were  then  circumilauced,  a  neceirary 
and  important  fcrvice  to  the  grand  ulHance.  , 
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union  flag  at  the  main-tcp-maft  head,  and  to  wear  it  thcr€ 
as  long  as  her  majefty  was  on  board.     On  the  eighteenth 
of  January^  169c.  (he  arrived  in  the  Downs-,   on  the 
twenty-fourth,  (he  came  to  St.  Helens^  whither  their  ma- 
jefties,  king  pyiU'tam  and  queen  Mary.^  fent  the  duke  of 
Norfolk  to  complement  her,  as  did  their  royal  highnefTes  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Denmark,  the  lord  Cornbury,  and 
cok)nel  Berkley*,     The  admiral  had  orders  to  put  to  fca 
with  the  firft  fair  wind,  and  was  inftrufled  to  block  up  the 
harbour  of  Toulon,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French  fquadron 
there  from  coming  outj  and  he  endeavoured  it  in  the  be- 
ginning of  February,  and  again  towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  but  was  forced  back  to  Torbay,  on  the  twenty- 
third.     Thence  he  failed  again  in  a  few  days,  but  Was 
driven  back  on  the  fecond  of  March.    At  lafl  he  failed 
with  a  pretty  fair  wind,  on  the  fcventh  of  that  month,  with 
a  (lout  fquadron  of  thirty  men  of  war,  under  his  command, 
and  a  fleet  of  four  hundred  merchant<men,  bound  for  the 
freights ;  and  after  a  very  temped: uouspaflage,  landed  her  ca- 
tholick  majefly  on  the  fix  teen  th,  at  the  Groyne ;  from  whence 
he  failed  to  execute  his  other  commiflion,  but  was  forced 
by  contrary  winds  into  the  harbour  of  Perrol,  where  the 
Duke,  a  fecond  rate  man  of  war,  in  a  brisk  gale  of  wind, 
ran  a(hore,  and  was  with  great  difficulty  got  off.     The 
admiral,  having  executed  his  commiflion,  and  having  left 
vice-admiral  Killegrew,  with  the  Mediterranean  fquadron, 
behind  him,  bore  away  with  the  firft  fair  wind  for  England, 

and 


*  Kennet,  Life  of  king  William ;  Pointer's  chronological 
hiftory. 
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and  arrived  at  Port/mouth  on  the  twenty-eighth  o^  ApriU 
where  he  landed  feveral  pcrfons  of  quality  who  had  attended 
her  catholick  majcfty  in  her  voyage  y. 

The  reader  will  eafily  difcern,  from  this  account  of 
the  matter,  that  admiral  Rujfel  performed  as  much  as  the 
roughnefs  of  thefeafon,  and  other  circumitances  conUdered* 
could  be  expelled  from  him.  Bifhop  Burnet  however, 
fuggefts,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  care  he  was  obliged 
to  take  of  the  queen  of  Spahy  he  might  have  blocked  up 
the  Toulon  fquadron  in  port,  and  thereby  prevented  the 
misfortune  tha.  afterwards  happened  to  our  grand  fleet  i ; 
but  I  doubt,  if  we  examine  this  to  the  bottom,  it  will  be 
found  a  mere  conjecture,  and  that  too,  not  very  well 
founded.  We  have  before  obferved,  with  how  great  dif- 
ficulty admiral  Ruffil  got  with  his  fleet  out  to  Tea,  and  how 
late  it  was  in  the  year.  We  have  llkewife  mentioned  the 
great  fleet  of  merchant-men  under  his  convoy  ;  and  taking 
thefe  circumftances  together,  we  may  eafily  difcern  the 
reafon  of  the  Toulon  fquadron^s  coming  out,  which  was  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May,  without  placing  any 
thing  to  the  account  of  the  compliment  paid  to  the  queen 
ci  Spain,  which  as  I  before  obferved,  was  a  thing  equally 
for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  Britain  :  and  the  confciouf- 
xiefs  of  this  was  what  induced  me  to  enter  thus  far  into  the 
juftiiication  of  vice>admiral  Ruffefs  condu£l. 

ViCE-admiral  KilUgrew  arrived  at  Cadiz  on  the  eighth 
of  Jprily  where  having,  according  to  his  inftrudions, 
taken  all  poflible  care  of  the  trade,  and  having  been  joined 

B  2  by 
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by  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  tlic  Guelderland  and  Zurtckzet^ 
he  was  next  to  proceed  from  thence  in  order  to  attend  the 
motions  of  the  Toulon  fquadron.  In  this,  however,  ho 
met  with  no  fmall  difficuhy,  by  reafon  of  the  ftormy  wea- 
ther, which  injured  fcveral  (hips  o^  his  fquadron  extreme- 
ly, and  the  two  Dutch  (hips,  c  feventy-two,  and  the 
other  of  fixty-t wo  guns,  after  loiing  all  their  mafts,  ex- 
cept a  mizen,  foundered.  In  repairing  thefe  unlucky  ac- 
cidents, a  great  deal  of  time  was  wafted  ;  and  (o  much  the 
more  through  the  coldnefs  and  ina<S^ivity  of  the  governor  of 
Cadizy  who,  for  his  negligence  in  this  rcfpedt,  was  juftly 
fufpeiSted  of  being  in  the  French  intereft.  Before  things, 
through  thefe  ui  fad  vantages,  could  be  brought  into  perfcft 
order,  the  vice-admiral,  on  the  ninth  of  May^  received 
three  dIflFerent  accounts  of  the  Toulon  fquadron's  being  at 
^ea.  Upon  this,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  wherein  it  was 
refolved,  that  purfuant  to  his  inftruftions,  he  fliould  imme- 
diately put  to  fea,  in  order  to  go  in  fcarch  of  it.  On  the 
tenth  of  .^(7)',  about  four  in  the  morning,  he  failed  ac- 
cordingly, with  nine  Englijh,  and  two  Dutch  (hips,  and 
arrived  the  next  day  in  the  mouth  of  the  Stnights,  where 
he  was  joined  by  captain  Shclton,  and  his  detachment, 
from  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  and  at  the  fame  time  received 
intelligence,  that  the  French  fleet  was  in  the  bay  of  Tetuan, 
thither  he  failed  in  queft  of  them  j  his  fleet  confifting  now 
of  one  fecond  rate,  three  third  rates,  fix  fourth*  rates,  two 
fifth  rates,  in  all,  twelve  men  of  war,  and  two  fire-fhips, 
befides  five  Dutch  men  of  war.  On  his  arrival  if^Tetuan* 
Bay,  he  found  only  two  (hips,  one  at  anchor  and  the  other 
under  fail  j  the  latter  put  but  u^ij^mw^  colours,  andefcaped; 
but  the  former  b^ing  embay ed,  was  taken  by  the  Dutch 
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vice-admiral  AlUmonde,  and  proved  to  be  a  French  (hip 
bound  for  the  lVeJi'Indits.% 

The  wind  fhiftintf,  the  admiral  Hood  over  again  to- 
wards the  Spani/h  coaft,  and  being  two  leagues  W.  N.  W. 
off  Ciuta  point,  the  man  at  the  m.ift  head  faw  ten  (hips  to 
the  north,  with  their  heads  lying  eaft\  ards.  Upon  this* 
advice  was  given  to  the  Dutch  admiral,  and  the  Aiotitagm 
was  fent  a- head  to  difcover  the  enemies  motions ;  the  fleet 
ftill  continuing  to  (trctch  over  to  Gibraltar.  About  one 
o'clock,  they  were  within  two  miles  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  which  appeared  to  be  on  the  run,  and  therefore  our 
(hips  fet  their  top- gallant  fails,  and  croudcd  after  them  } 
but  to  little  purpofe,  for  the  French  being  all  clean  (hips, 
juft  come  out  of  port  (whereas  feme  of  ours  had  been  feven* 
teen  months  off  the  ground)  it  is  no  wonder  they  got  clear 
of  them.  The  chace  was  continued  till  the  next  day,  when 
the  enemy  were  four  leagues  a- head,  and  the  Dutch  and 
one  of  the  Englijh  (hips  as  much  <  (lern,  infomuch,  that 
the  admiral  had  with  him  no  more  than  four  (hips,  which 
induced  him  to  give  over  the  chace ;  yet,  between  nine 
and  ten  in  the  morning,  the  Richmond  and  the  Tyger  forced 
one  of  the  merchant-fhips  on  (hore  to  the  weftward  of 
Tariffa,  About  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole  flee( 
joined,  and  the  admiral  bore  away  for  Cadiz.^ 
*  Tk  E  French  writers  have  done  their  beft  to  give  this  re- 
treat the  air  of  a  vidory  :  one  of  them  tells  us,  that  Mr. 
Chatteau- Renault,  nocwithftanding  the  great  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy,  ordered  all  the  merchant- (hips  under  his  con- 

B  3  voy, 
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voy,  to  fail  before,  while  he  remained  with  his  fquadron  of 
eight  men  of  war,  between  them  and  the  Englijh  \  and 
that  after  this,  perceiving  one  of  the  veflcls,  which  was  a 
very  bad  failor,  had  fallen  behind,  he  lay  by  'till  (he  paiTed 
him,  and  then,  perceiving  the  Englijh  fquadron  did  not  in* 
cline  to  engage,  he  continued  his  courfe*.  But  father 
Daniely  who  piques  himfclf  fo  much  upon  his  veracity> 
carries  the  thing  ftill  farther  ;  he  fays,  that  on  the  tvf en- 
tieth  of  May,  N.  S.  the  French  admiral,  with  feven  (hips 
under  his  command,  difcovered  near  the  Streights  of  C?/- 
iraltar,  a  fquadron  of  twenty-three  Englijh  and  Dutch 
men  of  war.  He  immediately  prepared  for  battle,  and 
failed  towards  them.  This  boldnefs  of  his  furprized  them 
fo  much,  that  they  had  not  courage  to  attack  him  ;  and 
the  count,  after  waiting  for  two  of  his  (hips  that  were 
heavy  failors,  and  for  feme  merchant-men  that  were  will- 
Jng  to  fecure  themfelves  under  his  convoy,  continued  his 
ti  ite  towards  Breji,  without  the  leaft  oppofition  ^.  There 
is  fomething  fo  very  improbable,  not  to  fay  extravagant, 
jn  this  ftory,  that  there  wanted  nothing  but  the  hiilorian's 
refledion  to  render  it  perfectly  ridiculous.  He  concludes 
this  tedious  detail,  with  obferving,  '<  that  the  very  eremy 
<*  themfelves  could  not  but  admire  the  ability  and  intrepid 
*'  dity  of  the  count  de  C/&a//^^i/-i^^«fl«//."  Such  flourifhes 
are  fo  natural  to  thefe  authors,  that,  after  a  \ery  few  in- 
fiances,  I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  abare  relation  of  them, 
and  leave  their  credit  to  the  candid  confideration  of  every 
impartial  reader. 
It  was  the  twenty-fipft  of  May,   before  vice-admiral 

Killegrexu 
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KilUgrtw  could  reach  the  port  of  Cadiz^  where  having 
made  the  ncccflary  detachments  for  the  lafe  convoy  of  our 
homeward  bound  merchant-men,  he,  in  purfuance  of  hiy 
inftru£tions,  kt  fail  for  England^  and  in  thirty-five  days 
arrived  at  Plymouth,  with  one  fccond,  and  four  third  rate* 
of  ours,  fix  Dutch  men  of  war,  the  Half-Moon^  and  Ftrgin 
prize.  On  his  arrival  at  Plymouth,  he  received  letters 
from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  informing  him,  that  the 
French,  after  an  engagement,  had  obliged  our  fleet  to  retire^ 
and  were  with  their  own  about  Rye,  Dover,  and  thofe 
parts,  and  therefore  he  was  to  take  all  imaginable  care  of 
his  fquadron.  Upon  this,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  at 
which  were  prefent  the  Dutch  admirals,  Allemonde  and 
Evertzen,  and  {\x  Cloudejley  Shovel,  rear-admiral  of  the  ^^^, 
then  juft  rerurned  from  the  Irijh  coaft.  Upon  mature  de- 
liberation, they  determined  it  was  fafefi:  to  proceed  with 
the  (hips  into  //<2ot«z^,,  within  Plymouth -Sound :  for,  as  they 
vere  large  (hips,  they  could  not  run  in  at  low  water,  and 
as  they  were  in  want  of  water,  provifions,  and  fea-ftores, 
it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  put  to  fea  >  fo  that  this  was 
the  only  way  left  to  be  fecure  from  any  attempts  of  the 
French*', 

i  The  French  had  been  very  induArious  this  year,  in 
lending  a  large  fleet  to  fea,  and  that  early  in  the  feafon  ; 
for  on  the  firfl  or  fecond  of  March,  they  embarked  a  great 
fupply  for  Ireland,  under  the  convoy  of  a  fquadron  of 
.thirty-fix  men  of  war,  which  failed  on  the  feventh  of  the 
fame  month,  attended   by   four  fire-fhips,  and  five  flutes, 

and   were  afterwards  joined   by   another  fquadron  from 

Provencey 


•«^ 


«  Burchet's  memoirs,  and  navai  hiftory,  as  before  cited. 


i^lW 


24- 


NAVAL    lUStORT 


nil 

fi  1 

Provetuey  with  feveral  tranrports  j  I'o  iha^  it\  all,  the/ 
convoyed  over  fix  thoufand  men,  bciiidcs  ammunition  and 
money.  Part  of  thefe  they  landed  on  the  eleventh,  at 
JCi/i/nUf  and  the  reft  on  the  thirteenth,  in  the  bay  of 
Gori.  On  the  eighth  of  J^ril^  they  left  the  coafts  of  that 
ifland,  in  order  to  return  into  the  road  of  Bre/iy  which 
they  did  (dkly  on  the  twenty* third,  and  then  prepared 
to  join  their  grand  Heet,  which  had  orders  to  aHemblf 
under  the  command  of  count  de  'TourvilU.  ^ 

While  the  French  were  thus  employed,  our  council* 
V/ctQ  chiefly  bent  on   fending  over  a  royal  army,  to  bo 

com* 


'  Hilloirc  Militaire,  torn,  ii  p.  31^,  4i6,  317.  One  maar 
juftly  woiiucr,  how  tJie  French  could  be  able  to  fit  out,  hot 
only  a  greater  fleet  than  we,  but  with  greater  expedition  totx 
Jn  order  10  account  for  this,  I  Ihall  offer  to  the  reader's  conti^ 
deration,  foine  matters  of  fadt,  fet  down  by  captain  George  St. 
1.0,  who  was  at  this  time  a  prifoner  in  Franer,  rtnd  faw  thiii 
very  armament  made.  **  W  hen  I  was  firil  bro^ight.  prifoner 
*•  thither,  fays  he,  I  lay  four  mouths  in  an  hofpital  at  Brell, 
••  for  cure  of  my  wound?,  and  was  fcnt  to  Naiits,  before  half 
•*  cured.  VViiile  I  was  at  Breft,  1  wtfs  afti)niOied  at  the  cxptt- 
•*  dition  ufcd  in  manning  and  fitting  out  ^|)cir  fhips,  which  ti^ 
**  tiicn,  I  thought  could  be  done  no  where  foonef  than  m  Eng- 
land, wl)ere  we  have  ten  times  the  fliipping,  and  conle^ 
quently  ten  times  more  feamen  thftik  they  hav^  in  France  t 
but  there  I  faw  twenty  fail  ot  ihips  of  abput  fixtv  guns  cach^ . 
*'  got  ready  in  t\vcnly  da}  s  time  :  they  were  brougiit  in  ana 
**  the  men  difcharged,  and  upon  an  ^^rrteffrom  Parij,  thoi-' 
were  careened,  keeled  up,  rigged,  vi<^ttaUcd,  manned,  and 
out  again  in  the  faid  time,  with  the  greateil  eafc  ima^hidblc, 
1  likewife  faw  a  ftiip  of  one  hundred  guns,  had  all  ntr'g^hs 
taken  out  there  in  four  or  five  hour*  time,  which  1  Rev<?r 
**  faw  done  in  Kngland  in  twenty  four  hours,  and  this  with  ^ 
••  greater  eafc.  and  lefts  hazard,  than  here,  which  I  favv  uhdci' 
•'  the  hofpual  window  ;  and  this  I  am  fure  I  could  do  as  cafily 
*•  in  England;'  England's  fafely  ;  or  a  b''idlc  to  the  Frcncri  . 
king.     London,  410.   1693,  p,  i8f  19.  .. .  „  •     . 
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connnauded  by  king  fViliiam  in  perfon  to  Irelitfid.  Thii 
great  defign  was  brought  to  bear,  about  the  bcginnihg  of 
the  month  of  Jum,  when  his  majcfty  left  Londm  to  march 
tt)wartl  the  coaft,  where  he  embarked  his  forces  on  board 
two  hundred  eighty-eight  tranfports  on  the  eleventh,  and 
under  the  convoy  of  a  fquadron  of  fix  men  of  war,  com- 
manded by  fir  Glmiifitj  Shovil,  failed  for  Carrie kfergus^ 
where  he  fafely  arrived  on  the  fourtetnthof  the  fame  month, 
and  foon  after  difmiifed  rear-admiral  Shovely  with  the 
P/)'w«/// fiquadron,  with  oirdtrs  to  join  the  grand  fleet; 
which,  as  we  have  before  ibewn,  he  could  not  do,  till  \i 
was  too  late  *.      '^  '  ^ '     '    '" 

iTHRUK  wai  nothing  better  underftood  in  Engfani^^ 
than  the  abfolute  nccefli^y  of  afiembling  eaHy  m  iS.c  year, 
a  ftrrtng  fleet  ift  the  channel.  The  honour  of  the  kingdom 
depend^  upon  it  ;  {qt  the  French ^  after  their  fmall  advan- 
tage tn  Bantry-Bayt  had  given  out,  that  they  would  the 
hext:-fbttjmtr  infUlt  th«i  jbint  feeets  of  the  ISngli/h  ani 
DiHrch.  What  was  ftlll  mbfe,  the  nation's)  fafety  depended 
on  thlis  meafure  no  lefs,  fince  the  king,  and  the  great^ft 
(^art  of  his  forces  were  abroad.  Scarce  Hiven  thoufand  rii- 
gular  troops  lef>  m  JSttgiand  >,  and  fiich  as  were  in  the  in« 
tereft  of  king^y^/r^^rjilmoft  every  w|i<^rei A  motion,  ani 
Waiting,  in  all  appeatdhce,  for  nothing  1>ut' the  fight  of  A 
Trtn^fj  fleet 'on  Ihdcoa^,  to  take  iip  arms,  and  declar^ 
agaipl^  tile  gbvcrjhmeut.  Yet,  for  aH  tWs,  our  proceecf' 
ings  were  very  flow,  for  which,  various,  and  fome  fcarce 

"""*"''  '"  ^  credible. 
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credible,  caufes  are  afligned.  It  was  given  out,  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fleet  was  difafFe<Sted  ;  and  to  wipe  of 
this  fuggeflion,  it  was  thought  necefTary  that  an  addrefs 
Ihould  be  fent  up  from'  the  Djwns,  which  was  accordingly 
done.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  late  before  the  Dutch 
fent  their  fleet  to  Tea,  and  the  Englifl)  knowing  that  nothing 
of  confequence  could  be  done,  'till  after  their  jun6tion, 
were  the  lefs  foUicitous  about  putting  themfelves  in  order, 
'till  they  heard  of  thdir  being  at  fea  h, 
.  The  conduift  of  the  French,  in  the  mean  time,  was  of 
quite  another  kind  j  for  while  the  fquadron  before- men- 
tioned was  gone  to  Ireland,  orders  were  given  for  equipping 
^  fleet  of  fixty  fail  at  Breji,  which  was  to  put  to  fea  by  the 
end  .  of  May :  this  they  a<5tiially  did,  and  though-  they 
yirere  forced  by  contrary  winds,  to  put  back  again  to  that 
road,  yet  on  the  twelfth  of  June,  they  put  to  fea  in  three 
fquadrons,  each  fquadron  being  divided  into  th'.ee  diviflons. 
Of  thefe,  the  Pj^hite  ancj  Blue  fquadrqn,  commanded  byr 
Connt'^d'E/irees, onboard, the  L^  Grande,  a  (hip  of  eiglsty- 
figuns,  formed  the.  y  a  ^guard,  con  fitting  of  twenty- fix 
inei>  of  war,  ,Tl^e  ^jsiin  body  was  compofed  of  thtJf^jtfi, 
fquadron,  con?m*i|i(Jcd;  by  the  admiral  count  Tourville.^  in 
|.he  Royal  Sun  s^,  '^^^^  ^ -^  hundred  guns ;  this  fq^uadroti 
Joj^fified  likcjyife  ,ojf  twenty-fix  fail  |  the  Blue  fquadron 
made  the  rear-guard,  cpmmantled  by  Mr.  D* AmfrevtUtit 
iijjiie  Magnificent^  2L  ihip  of  eighty  guns,  an<i^  jn  this 
fquadrqil  there  were  but  twenty'-iive  fail.  "In  all  tlicri^ 
were  feventy-'eiglit^  men  of  war,  twenty-two  flre-fhips,  and 
tf c '  whol«  fl^e'  carried  upwards  of  four  thoufand  feven 
^' '     ••'      — -- -  hundred 
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hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  On  the  thirteenth  of  Juney 
they  fleered  for  the  Englijh  coaft,  and  on  the  twentieth 
fo'iwd  themfelves  ofF  the  Lizard.  The  next  day,  the 
adkiiiiral  took  fome  Englijh  fifhing  boats,  and  after  having 
paid  the  people,  who  were  on  board,  for  their  fiih,  he  fee 
them  at  hberty  again,  and  thefe  were  the  men,  fuch  was 
our  fupinenefs !  that  firft  brought  advice  of  the  arrival  of 
the  French  fleet  on  our  coafl ;  while  ours  was  lying  idle 
and  fcarce  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fca,  as  biihop  Burnet 
very  juftly  obferves  >.  ♦  . 

Our  admiral,  the  carl  of  Torrington,  was  at  St.  Helens^ 
when  he  received  this  news,  which  mufl  have  furprized  him 
very  much,  fince  he  was  fo  far  from  expe^ing  any  account 
of  this  kind,  that  he  had  not  any  fpouts  out  to  the  weft- 
ward  ^,  He  put  to  fea,  however,  with  fuch  fhips  as  h^ 
had,  and  flood  to  the  fouth-eaft,  on  Mldfummer  day,  leav-r 
ing  his  orders,  that  all  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  fhips ^ which 
could  have  notice,  fhould  follow  him.  This  fhews  how 
much  he  was  confufed,  and  how  little  notion  he  had  of  9 
fpeedy  engagement  \  and  indeed  i:  was  impofllble  th^t  hf 
fhould  have  framed  any  proper  fcheme  of  action,  when  he 
had  no  certain  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  French^^^  lu 
the  evening  he  was  joined  by  feveral  (hips,  and  th^  nex;t 
morning  he  found  himfelf  within  fight  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  landed,  and  made  fome  prifoners  on  fjinre,  and  by 
them,  fent  a  letter  from  fir  William  Jenings,  an  9|fiGer  in 
the  navy,  who  had  followed  the  fortunes  of  king  James^ 

-     '■ and 


*  Hifloire  militaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  318,  ^19.  Kennet,  p.  562, 
Burnet,  Memoires  hiftoriques,  &c.  ^  Kennet,  p.  562. 

Burnet,  p.  39.  Burchct,  Coluinna  roftrata,  life  of  king  Wil- 
liam. .       .  i     _  L  ..-* 
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and  ferved  now  as  third  captain  on  board  the  Admiral^ 
promifing  pardon  to  all  fuch  captains,  as  would  now  adhere 
to  that  prince  1.  The  next  day  our  admiral  received  another 
reinforcement  of  fcven  Dutch  men  of  war,  under  the  com- 
mand of  admiral  Evertzen  ;  however,  the  fleets  continued 
looking  upon  each  other  for  fcveral  days «».  It  is  certain, 
that  the  earl  of  Torrington  did  not  think  himfelf  ftrong 
enough  to  venture  an  engagemeiit,  and  in  all  probability 
the  reft  of  the  admirals,  viz.  Ralph  Deiavai,  efq;  vice- 
admiral  of  the  Red  i  Edward  RuJJel^  cfqj  admiral 
of  the  Blut't  fir  John  Afl)hy  vice-admiral  of  the  (ame 
fquadron  5  and  George  Rooke,  efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  Red^ 
ivcfe  of  the  Hlw^  opinion".  Belities,  he  waited  for  fir 
Cloudefley  Shovel^  rear-admiral  of' the  Blue^  who  was  to 
fiave  joined  him  with- the"i*/KOTCtt/^  fquadron  and  fomc 
bthcr  fljipsX-'  '  ^ 

'  Hls^it'holfe  ftrcngth,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  com- 
j^iite  itj-cbnftftid  of  about  thirty-four  men  of  war  of  feveral 
fi2«s,attd-thc  three  J!^<^/r/>  admirals  <had  under  their  com- 
irnahd,  twentj^-two  large  fhips.  Wd  need  not  wonder, 
iihercfore,  th^t  feeing  hiinfelf  out-^ numbered  by  above 
twen^faili  he  was  not  witling  tb  risk  his  own  honour, 
atid  the  nstioh^i  fafety,  ujwjn  ilttt'  unequal  terms.  But, 
the  quecif,  who  was  then- ifegent,"  having  been  informed 
that  her  father's  adherents  iiitertded  a  general  infurre<Slion, 
Uhd  thjtr  If  the  French  fleet  continueJ  longer  on  .the  coaft, 

Utti  ■ '       '  ■ 

^  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  46.  See  likewife  a  pamphlet  pub- 
lifhed  about  that  time,  entitled.  Hie  l|Lte  plot  on  the  flcctrde- 
tested;  with  the  Jacobites  memorial,  &:c.  London,  1690,  4to. 
«n  Kennet,  Bumd^,  Barchet,  Coiumna  roftrata,  life  of  king 
William.  "Naval  hiftory,  p.  634.  ©Burchet's 

memoirs,  p.  44^ 
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this  would  certainly  take  cfFe<ft  \  by  advice  of  the  privy 
council.  Tent  him  orders  to  fight  at  all  events,  in  order  to 
force  the  French  fleet  to  withdraw  P.  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  on  the  30lh  of  June^  the  ad- 
miral o^hve  a  fignal  for  drawing  into  a  line,  and  bore  down 
upon  the  enemy,  while  they  were  under  fail,  by  a  wind 
with  their  heads  to  the  northward  <l. 

Thk  f'gnal  for  battle  was  made  about  eight,  when  the 
French  braced  their  head-fails  to  their  mafti,  in  order  to  lay 
by.  The  engagement  began  about  nine,  when  the  Da/c^i 
fquadron,  which  made  the  van  of  the  united  fleets,  fell  in 
with  the  van  cf  the  F.ench^  and  put  them  into  fome  dif- 
order.  About  half  an  hour  after,  our  Blue  fquadron  engaged 
their  rear  very  warrnly  \  but  the  Red^^  comm^xaded  by  the 
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P  Bilhop  Kennet,  in  his  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii. 
p.  562.  entertains  us  with  a  fuccind:  account  of  this  Jacobite  plot, 
which  it  is  necefTa.ry  to  tranfcribe,  that  the  reader  may  have 
fome  conception  of  thofe  reafons  that  induced  the  queen  and 
her  council,  to  fend  the  admiral  orders  to  fight.  "  It  was 
agreed,  fays  he,  that  while  part  of  the  French  fleet  ftiould 
bear  up  the  Thames,  the  Jacobites  in  London,  who  were 
grown  very  bold  and  numerous,  by  the  flocking  of  that  party 
from  a)l  parts  of  the  country  thither,  fhould  have  made  an 
infurreftion,  and  have*^feized  the  queen  and  her  chief  mini- 
fters.  Then  certain  perfons  v/ere  to  have  taken  upon  them 
the  adminillration  of  affairs,  'till  the  return  of  king  James, 
who  was  to  leave  the  command  of  his  army  to  his  general's, 
and  haften  with  all  fpeed  into  England  ;  the  other  part  of  the 
French  fleet  having  joined  tlieir  gallies,  was  to  have  landed 
eight  thoufand  men  atTorbay,  with  arms  for  a  greater  num- 
"  ber.  After  which,  the  gallies  and  men  of  war  were  to  fail 
"  into  the  Irilh  fea,  to  iiinder  the  return  of  king  William  and 
**  his  forces  ;  and  the  difcontented  Scotch  were  to  have  revolt - 
"  ed  at  the  fame  time,  in  feveral  parts  of  that  kingdom.'* 
q  Bardlet's  memoirs,  p.  36.  Naval  hiftory,  p.  426.  Columna 
roftr;ita. 
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carl  of  Torringtm  in  perfon,  which  made  the  center  of  our 
fleet,  could  not  come  up  till  about  ten  ;  and  this  occafion- 
cd  a  gre. .  opening  between  them  and  the  Dutch.  The 
French^  making  ufe  of  this  advantage,  furrounded  the 
latter,  who  defended  themfelves  very  gallantly,  though 
they  fuffered  extremely  from  fo  unequal  a  difpute.  The 
admiral  feeing  their  diflrefs,  endeavoured  to  relieve  them  ; 
and  while  they  dropt  their  anchors,  (the  only  method  they 
had  left  to  preferve  themfelves)  he  drove  with  his  own  {hip, 
and  feveral  others,  between  them  and  the  enemy  ;  and  in 
that  fituation,  anchored  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  when 
it  grew  calm  ;  but  perceiving  how  much  the  Dutch  had 
fuffered,  and  how  little  probability  there  was  of  regaining 
any  thing  by  renewing  the  fight,  he  weighed  about  nine  at 
night,  and  retired  eaftward  with  the  tide  of  flood  r. 

The  next  day  it  was  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  held 
in  the  afternoon,  to  endeavour  to  preferve  the  fleet,  by  re- 
treating, and  rather  to  deftroy  the  difabled  (hips,  if  they 
Ibould  be  prefled  by  the  enemy,  than  to  hazard  another 
engagement,  by  endeavouring  to  protect  them.  This  re- 
folution  was  executed  with  as  much  fuccefs  as  could  be  ex<< 
pcfled ;  which,  however,  was  chiefly  owing  to  want  of 
experience  in  the  French  admirals ;  for  by  not  anchoring 
vhen  the  Englljh  did,  they  were  driven  to  a  great  diftance, 

and 

%  <  I  ■!         I  I  ■■  111  i 

'Thefe  particulars  ?re  taken  from  a  very  authentick  pam- 
phlet, the  title  of  which  runs  thus ;  The  account  given  by  fir 
John  Afliby,  vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  Rooke,  to  the  lords 
commiiTioners,  of  the  engagement  at  fea,  between  the  Englilh, 
Dutch,  and  French  fleets,  June  the  thirtieth,  1690.  With  a 
journal  of  the  fleet  fince  then*  departure  from  St.  Helen's,  to 
their  return  to  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  and  other  material  pafia- 
ges  relating  to  the  faid  engagement.  London,  printed  for  Ran- 
dal Taylor,  1691,  4to,  p.  32, 
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gnd  by  purfuing  in  a  line  of  battle,  inftcad  of  leaving  every 
ihip  at  liberty  to  do  her  utmoft,  they  could  never  recover 
what  they  loft  by  their  Hrft  miflake '.  But  notwithfland- 
ing  all  this,  they  continued  their  purfuit  as  far  as  Rye  bay, 
and  forced  one  of  our  men  of  war  of  feventy  guns, 
called  the  Anne,  which  had  loft  all  her  mafts,  on  fl^ore  near- 
pf^tnchelfea  \  they  fent  in  two  (hips  to  burn  her,  which  the 
captain  prevented,  by  fetting  fire  to  her  himfeif.  The 
body  of  the  French  fleet  flood  in  and  out  of  the  bays  of 
Bourne  and  Petnfey,  in  Sujfex^  while  about  fourteen  of  their 
(hips  anchored  near  the  (hore.  Some  of  thefe  attempted  to 
burn  a  Dutch  (hip  of  fixty-four  guns,  which  at  low  water 
lay  dry  ;  but  her  commander  defended  her  (o  briskly  every 
high  water,  that  they  were  at  length  forced  todefift,  and 
the  captain  carried  her  {?ih  into  Holland  t. 

Our  lofs  in  this  unlucky  aflair,  if  we  except  reputation, 
was  not  fo  great  as  might  have  been  expeded  ;  not  above 
two  (hipF,  two  fea  captains,  two  captains  of  marines,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  private  men.  The  Dutch  were 
much  more  unfortunate,  becaufe  more  thoroughly  engaged. 
Befides  three  (hips  funk  in  the  fight,  they  were  obliged  to 
fet  fire  to  three  more  that  were  ftranded  on  the  coaft  ci 
Sujfex  i  in  all,  fix  (hips  of  the  line.  They  loft  likewife  a- 
bundance  of  gallant  officers,  particularly  their  rear-admi- 
rals, Dick  and  Brakel^  and  captain  Nordel,  with  a  great 

'*  number 


«  Burchet's  memoirs,  p  47.  Naval  hillory,  p.  427.  The  faft 
is  likewife  acknowledged  by  the  marquis  de  Quincy,  and  other 
French  writers.  «  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  427    I  have 

been  at  feme  pains  to  difcover  the  name  of  this  (hip,  and  of  its 
gallant  captain.  The  former  I  find  to  have  been  Demaes,  and 
the  latter  Couvient.  As  I  have  my  information  from  a  French 
man,  I  doubt  whether  the  names  are  fpdt  right. 
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numbeir  of  inferior  officers  and  Teamen  u.  Yet,  even  this 
misfortune  contributed  to  raife  their  reputation  at  fea,  fince, 
as  icon  as  the  States  received  the  news  of  it,  they  ordered 
fourteen  men  of  war  to  be  built  and  put  to  fea  in  as  many 
days ;  which,  as  my  author  fays,  may  feem  incredible  to 
iiich  as  are  unacquainted  with  the  power  of  the  Dutch  at 
that  time,  and  what  they  were  able  Co  do  upon  extraordi- 
nary occafions  w. 

We  need  not  wonder,  that  a  vidory  gained  by  the 
Frmch  fleet  over  the  joint  forces  of  the  maritime  powers, 
fliould  extremely  elevate  the  writers  of  that  nation,  who 
are  fo  apt  to  run  out  into  extravagant  flights  of  panegyrick 
on  much  flightcr  occafions.  The  marquis  de  ^incy  tells 
us,  that  the  Dutch  fought  witji  all  imaginable  bravery .  , 
and  tacitly  acknowledges,  that  they  owed  their  misfortune 
to  their  being  furrounded  by  French  (hips.  He  likewife 
owns,  that  fuch  of  the  Englifl)  (hips  as  engaged,  fought 
very  well ;  and  that  the  admiral  endeavoured  to  fuccour 
the  Dutch^  though  he  did  it  with  much  caution.  But 
then,  to  enhance  the  victory  as  much  •"?  poflible,  he  aflerts, 
that  the  united  fleets  were,  at  Jeaft,  equal  in  force  to  the 
navy  of  France^  though  they  had  fewer  (hips  x.  In  this, 
however,  he  is  certainly  miftaken,  as  I  (hall  convince  the 
reader  by  undeniable  evidence.  The  Dutch  fquadron  ccn- 
fifted  of  twenty-two  large  (hips,  and  was  by  much,  the 
mott  formidable  of  the  whole  fleet,  and  yet  that  fquadron 
carried  but  1.360  guns ;  whereas  the  weakeft  of  the  French 
fquadron  carried   1,526;  and  if  we  (hould  fuppofw   the 

united 


u  Kcnnet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  Columna  roftrata,  life  of  king 
William  w  Memoirs  hiftoriques,  p.  14.  «  Hi^oire  jni- 
litaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  330. 
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united  fleet  to  have  confifted  of  (hips  of  the  lik^  force  with 
the  Dutchf  which  it  is  certain  they  were  not,  it  would 
then  have  carried  3,462  guns;  whereas  the  French  Rcet^ 
according  to  this  writer'^  own  account,  carried  4,702  V. 
This  is  fufficient  to  (hew  how  little  dependance  can  be  had 
even  on  the  accounts  of  the  faireit  French  authors.  Father 
Daniel  has  given  us  two  relations  of  this  engagement  full 
of  exaggerations  «.  He  tells  us,  that  feventeen  Englijh 
and  Dutch  (hips  being  difabled,  ran  afhore,  and  were 
burnt  by  their  own  crew  ;  whereas,  in  truth,  inilead  of 
the  feventeen,  there  were  but  feven.  He  likewife  magni- 
fies the  condu6l  of  the  count  dc  TourvilUy  who  would, 
as  he  informs  us,  have  entirely  deftroyed  the  enemy,  if 
they  had  not  had  the  Advantage  of  the  wind  and  tide.  In 
the  battle  indeed,  the  EngUJh  and  Dutch  had  the  advantage 
of  the  wind  ;  but  in  their  retreat,  the  wind  was  equally 
favourable  to  the  French  ;  and  as  to  the  advantage  of  the 
tide,  it  was  owing  to  their  fuperior  skill  in  the  manage" 
ment  of  their  veflels ;  and  bithop  Burnet  very  rightly  ob- 
ferves,  that  amongft  the  beft  judges,  the  count  de  TourviUe 
was  almoft  as  much  blamed  for  not  making  ufe  of  his  vie- 
Vol.  III.  C  tory. 


y  Thefe  computations,  fo  far  as  they  regard  the  French,  I 
have  taken  from  the  marquis  de  Quincy's  own  book  j  but  as 
to  the  Dutch  fquadron,  I  did  not  think  it  fair  to  make  ufe  of 
the  lift  he  has  given  us,  becaufe  I  had  a  more  authentic,  ac- 
count ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  Dutch  fquadron  was 
larger  by  two  Ihips,  and  carried  more  guns  than  the  nr.arquis  de 
Quincy  has  fet  down.  *  We  have  this  account  tirft  in  his 

hilloire  de  milice  Fran9ois,  tom.  ii.  p.  491.  With  theaddicicn 
of  a  fafl  altogether  groundlefs,  viz.  That  the  French  fleet  after 
their  viftory,  took  a  vaft  number  of  merchant  Ihips.  He  re- 
lates the  fame  affair  more  at  large  in  his  hiftoire  de  France, 
tom.  X.  In  the  hiftorical  journal  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  p. 
151J.  where  he  repeats  the  fame  tale  of  their  t^kirgan  infinitJe 
number  of  ihips. 
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tory,  as  the  carl  of  Torrtngton  was,   on  account  of  his 
defeat  ». 

After  the  engagement,  our  fleet  retreated  towards 
the  river  of  Thames^  and  the  earl  of  Torrington  going  orii 
ihore,  left  the  command  to,  fir  John  Afljhy  j  but  firft  gave 
orders  to  captain  Monck  of  the  Phoenix,  together  with  four 
other  fifth  rates,  and  four  firefliips,  to  anchor  above  the  nar- 
row of  the  middle-grounds,  and  to  appoint  two  of  the  fri- 
gates to  ride,  one  at  the  Buoy  of  the  Spits^  the  other  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  middle* ;  and  to  take  away  the  buoys^ 
and  immediately  retreat,  if  the  enemy  approached  ;  or,  if 
they  prefied  yet  farther  on  him,  he  was  ordered  in  like 
manner  to  take  away  the  buoys  near  him,  and  to  do  what 
fervice  he  could  againft  them  with  the  fire- (hips ;  but  ftill 
to  retire,  and  make  the  proper  fignals  in  fuch  cafes.  On 
the  eiu,hth,  the  French  fleet  flood  towards  their  own  coaft, 
but  were  feen  upon  the  twenty-fevenlh  off  the  Berry-^Headf 
a  little  to  the  eaflward  of  Dartmouth^  and  then  the  wind 
taking  them  (hcrt,  they  put  into  Torbay,  There  they  lay 
not  long,  for  they  v/ere  difcovered  the  twenty-  ninth  near 
Plymouth^  at  which  place  the  neceffary  preparations  were 
made  by  platforms,  atid  other  works,  to  give  them  a  warm 
reception.  The  fifth  of  Auguji  they  appeared  again  off  of 
the  Ram-Heady  in  number  between  fixty  and  fcventy, 
when  ftanding  wcftward,  they  were  no  more  feen  in  the 
channel  this  year  I>. 

The  nation,  all  this  time,  was  in  the  utmoff  confu- 
fion,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  a  defcent  to  be  made  by  the 

French 


:;i 


a  As  this  prelate  converfed  with  all  the  great  men  of  that 
time^  what  he  reports,  in  fuch  cafes  as  this,  deferves  more  cre- 
dit than  any  of  his  own  reflexions.  »»  See  K,enner,  Bur,- 
chet,  Burnet,  Columaa  roftrata,  as  before  cited. 
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frenchf  in  favour  of  an  infurreflion  by  the  friends  of  kin^ 
Jamis.  The  city  of  London  fhewcd  uncommon  zeal  for 
the  fupport  of  the  government,  by  not  only  raifing  theif 
militia,  confiding  of  about  nine  thoufand  men,  but  c)fFt^r<- 
ing  to  add  to  thefe,  fix  auxiliary  regiments,  a  regiment  of 
horfe,  and  two  of  dragoons,  to  be  maintained  at  their  own 
expence,  fo  long  as  they  (hould  be  necefTary,  The  tinners 
in  Cornwall^  alfo  offered  to  rife  ;  and  addreiTes  of  the  fame 
nature  came  from  other  parts,  which  were  very  gracioufly 
received  by  queen  Mary  ;  though  (he  did  not  think  Ht  to 
make  ufe  of  the  propofed  fuccours.  She  apprehended,  or 
at  Icafl  was  advifed  by  her  council,  that  ft  would  be  more 
effecSual  to  fcize  fuch  perfons  of  diftinftion,  as  were  known 
to  be  in  her  father's  intereft  c.  This,  it  is  fuppoftd,  had 
the  delired  effect  j  and  induced  the  French,  when  they  faw 
themfelves  difappointed  in  their  e>fpe£)ations  of  finding 
numbers  ready  to  take  arms  on  their  Hrft  appearance,  to 
attempt  little  or  nothing  to  our  prejudice,  except  it  was  the 
burning  of  lUnmouib,  and  three  inconfiderable  veflels  there  } 
which,  however,  fome  French  hiftorians  have  repiefcnted 
as  a  glorious  enterprize  ;  and,  to  make  their  tale  hang  the 
better  together,  have  created  fortifications,  that  were  never 
feen  ;  talk  of  an  obftinate  refiftance,  that  was  never  made ; 
and  have  converted  three  fifhing-fmacks  into  four  men  of 
war,  and  eight  merchant-fliips  richly  laden  d.     The  mal- 

C  2  contents- 


c  Rennet's  compleat  hiftory,  vol.  iii.p.  519.  ^  This 

ftory  of  attacking  Tinmouth,  and  the  great  things  performed 
there,  we  find  both  in  Quincy  and  father  Daniel,  fo  that  very 
probably  the  tale  was  forg{;d  on  board  the  fleet ;  for  that  it  wa^ 
a  forgery,  no  man  can  doubt,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  town 
and  port  of  Tinmouth  in  Devonihire,  and  the  inconfiderable 
trade  carried  on  there. 
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Contents,  however,  gave  quite  another  turn  to  the  inaftiJ^. 
vily  of  the  Frtnch  fleet  :  they  faid,  that  the  French  king, 
ai»  an  ally  to  Jamts  II.  would  not  hurt  his  country,  or 
plunder  ic's  inhabitants.  Over  and  above  thcfe  precautions, 
the  queen  took  another,  which  was  fending  over  Mr.  Har-^ 
lord  to  the  Statu  General^  to  inform  them  how  much  her 
niajcfty  was  concerned  at  the  mtsfurtunc  th»t  had  befallen 
their  fquadron  in  the  late  engagement,  and  at  their  not 
having  been  fcconded  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  He 
v/as  likcwife  to  inform  them,  that  the  queen  had  given 
orders  for  refitting  the  Dutch  fliips  that  were  difabled,  at 
the  nation's  expence ;  and  had  further  dire£led,  that  all 
poflible  care  (hculd  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded  fea- 
men  ;  and  that  a  bounty  (hould  be  given  to  the  widows  of 
fuch  as  had  fallen  in  the  adlion.  He  was  yet  farther  in- 
ftruclcd  to  acquaint  the  States^  that  twelve  large  fhips  v/ere 
fitting  out  here  to  join  the  fleet ;  and  to  define,  that  their 
high-mightineflcs  would  direft  a  proportionable  reinforce- 
ment i  which  they  accordingly  did  ^ 

As 

«  That  the  reader  may  the  better  apprehend  the  reafons 
which  induced  her  majefty  to  apply  in  this  manner  to  the 
Dutch,  it  will  be  proper  10  lay  before  him  anextrad  from  rear- 
admiral  Evertzen's  le  ■,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  the 
fight. 

'*  The  fourth  of  this  month,  he  joined  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
fleets,  riding  near  the  ifle  of  Wight,  with  three  men  of 
war  :  there  he  underilood  that  the  French  fleet  had  been 
defcrycd,  riding  in  fevcral  places,  to  the  number  of  eighty. 
two  men  of  war,  great  and  fmall  :  thereupon  it  was  refolved 
that  tiiey  fliould  weigh  anchor,  with  a  refolution  to  find  them 
out,  and  obferve  their  motion.  Before  the  arrival  of  admi- 
f  ral  Evertzen,  it  was  agreed  between  the  two  nations,  that 
the  Hollanders  Ihould  have  the  vanguard  ;  which  was  in  ap- 
pearance to  do  them  hor.our,  but,  at  the  bottom,  to  conceal 

**  Torrington's 
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As  foon  as  the  carl  of  Torrington  came  to  town,  he  was 
examined  before  the  council ;  where  he  juftificd  himfelf 
with  great  prefcnce  of  mind  :  he  faid,  there  were  two 
things  to  be  principally  confidered  j  the  lofs  that  had  been 
fuftaincd  in  the  fight,  and  the  motives  which  had  induced 
him  to  retreat.  The  firft,  he  alledgcd,  was  owing  to  the 
ill-grounded  contempt  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  officers  bad  of 
the  behaviour  of  the  Fnnch  at  fca  j  and  as  to  the  latter,  he 
affirmed,  that  he  had  a£ted  according  to  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence, by  which  he  had  favcd  the  fleet ;  and  that  he  had 
much  rather  his  reputation  (hould  fuflTer  for  a  time,  than 
his  country  undergo  a  lois,  which  flie  might  never  be  able 
to  repair.    Tlie  council,  however,  thought  proper  tocom- 

C  3  mit 

*•  Torrington's  deiigns.  After  they  had  been  under  fail  about 
**  two  or  three  hours,  they  were  obliged,  by  fogs  and  bad 
"  weather,  to  come  to  an  anchor  j  but  foon  after  they  pcr- 
**  ceived  the  French  fleet  to  bear  up  towards  them,  with  the 
"  wind  at  eaft.  Immediately  they  weighed  anchor,  and  en- 
deavoured to  gain  the  weather-gage,  which  they  did  with 
fuch  fuccefs,  that  Torrington  gave  the  fignal  for  the  firft  fqua- 
dron  to  engage  ;  but  the  French  thoug>^t  fit  to  retire.  The 
fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth,  the  two  fleets  were  always 
*'  in  view  of  each  other ;  but  in  regard  the  French  fleet  was 
**  much  the  ftronger,  both  for  number  and  bignefs  offliips,  ic 
**  was  judged  mod  proper  not  to  fight  in  the  open  fea ;  and  Tor- 
'*  rington  did  his  part  lb  well,  tl^at  he  avoided  engaging  'till  he 
"  was  come  off  Beachy-head,  which  was  favouraolc  for  his . 
"  purpofe :  and  there  it  v;as  that  he  received  the  queen's  or- 
**  ders  not  to  delay  engaging,  if  the  wind  and  the  weather 
"  would  permit ;  v/hicn  was  the  reafon,  :!iat  upon  the  tenth, 
by  day  break,  we  went  to  feek  the  enemy,  who  expelled  us 
in  order  of  battle ;  and  fo,  by  nine  o'clock,  the  engagement 
began,  between  the  Blue  fquadron  of  the  French,  and  the 
**  vanguard  of  the  Dutch  ;  and  both  fides  fired  defperately  for 
*•  three  hours  together,  'till  the  French  fquadron  not  liking 
**  their  entertainment,  bore  away  with  all  the  tack  they  could 
'J  make :  but  about  one  there  happened  a  calm,  which  not 
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mit  his  lordfhip  to  the  Tower  -,  and  that  they  might  ftill 
the  clamours  of  the  crowd,  and  give  fome  iatisfad^ion  to 
the  Dutch,  they  dire£lcd  a  committee  to  repair  to  Shitrrajs^ 
in  order  to  make  a  thorough  enquiry  into  the  real  caufes 
of  this  difafter  f. 

The  fleet  remained  now  under  the  command  of  fir 
Richard  Haddock,  vice-admiral  Killegrew,  and  fir  John 
JJhbyy'whQ  had  orders  to  put  it  into  the  beft  condition  pof- 
fible  J  which  they  executed  with  gt:at  diligence,  and  by 
the  latter  end  of  AuguJ},  had  forty-one  Ojips  of  the  line  un^^ 
der  their  command,  exclufivc  of  the  Dutch:  y^t,  in  fpight 
of  all  their  a^ivity,  it  was  very  late  in  the  year,  before 
they  were  able  to  undertake  any  eife^lual  fervice ;  and  by 

that 

'**  only  prevented  the  Hollander's  purfuit,  but  put  theni  inlQ 
*'  a  little  diforder  ;  upon  which  the  French  (whom  the  fame 
**  calm  hindred  from  getting  away)  were  conftrained  to  begin 
**  the  fight  again,  which  lalted  'till  five  o'clock  in  the  eveniogi^- 
**  with  an  incredible  fury.  As  for  what  concerns  the  EnglKh, 
♦*  moft  certainly,  unlefs  it  were  fome  few  veflels  that  tought 
**  againft  Tornjigtori's  order,  the  reft  did  nothing  at  all :  fo 
♦«  that  the  main  bpdy  of  the  French,  fell  into  the  rear  of  the 
<*  Dutch  fleet ;  and  having  fought  from  morning  till  evening, 
«*  and  defended  themfelves  fo  long  againft  fuch  a  prodigious 
•*  number  of  the  enemy  that  affailed  them  on  every  fide,  they 
**  were  fo  battered,  that  hardly  three  were  capable  of  making 
^  any  defence;  which  conftrained  them  to  make  their  way 
<*  through  the  French  fleet,  and  bear  away  for  the  coaft  of  Eng-? 
*•  land,  between  Beachy  and  Ferley.  Admiral  Brakel,  Jean  Dick, 
♦*  and  captain  Nordel  were  (lain.  The  Friezland  having  loft 
*,*  all  her  mafts,  and  not  to  be  towed  oflFby  reafon  of  the  calm, 
**  was  taken  towards  the  end  of  the  fight.  Admiral  Evertzen 
«*  gave  this  reftimony  of  all  the  Dutch  oiHcers  and  foldiers; 
**  that  there  was  not  one  that  did  not  exactly  perform  his  duty, 
*•  In  fhort,  it  has  not  been  heard  that  ever  twenty-two  {liipij 
♦•  fought  folong  againft  eiglity- two,  of  which  feventeen  Ci.rried 
"  no  lefs  than  from  eighty  to  an  hundred  guns." 

♦  Kennet,  Burchet,  Burnet,  and  the  report  of  the  comraiflion* 
f  IS  liicntioncd  in  the  text* 
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that  time,  it  was  neceflary  to  lay  up  the  larger  fliips,  the 
remainder  being  found  fufficient  for  the  embarkation  of  a 
body  of  troops,  under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Mariho' 
toughy  whoTe  winter  expedition  (hall  be  taken  notice  of  iri 
its  proper  place.  In  the  mean  time  let  us  return  to  the 
proceedings  of  fir  Cloudejley  Shovd,  with  the  fquadron  un- 
der his  command,  which  we  left,  with  that  of  vice-admiral 
KilkgreWy  in  Plymouth  Sound  g. 

On  the  twcnty-firft  of  July^  rear-admiral  Shovel recclvQd 
order!)  to  proceed  with  the  (hips  under  his  command  for 
Kin/ale,  to  intercept  fome  French  frigates  that  were  faid  to 
be  on  that  coaft.  Arriving  at  JVaterford  river,  with  in- 
tention to  execute  this  commiffion,  he  received  the  agree- 
able news  of  lieutenani-general  Kirke*s  having  made  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the  town  oi  fVaterforJ  i  but  was  at  the  fame 
time  informed,  that  Duncanmn  caftle,  which  by  its  fitua- 
tion  commanded  the  river,  ilill  held  out ;  and  that  the 
lieutenant-general,  for  want  of  cannon,  was  not  likely  to 
take  it.  Upon  this,  confidering  the  importance  of  the 
place,  and  that  no  ufe  could  be  made  of  the  port  of  Water- 
fordy  while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  fent , 
the  lieutenant  general  word,  on  the  twent/-feventh  ofjuly^ 
that  he  was  ready  to  a(n(l  him^by  fending  fome  frigates  up 
the  r'rver,  and  landing  all  the  men  he  could  fpare  out  of  his 
fquadron,  under  the  protection  of  their  guns.  Accordingly 
the  next  day  he  fent  in  the  Experiment  and  the  Greyhound^ 
two  fmall  (hips,  to  batter  their  caftle ;  and  under  their  fire, 
landed  between  fix  and  feven  hundred  men ;  all  the  boats 
df  the  fleet  being  employed  in  this  fervice.  The  caftle  all 
this  time  thundered  upon  thi:m,  though  to  little  purpofe  { 
but  when  once  general  BoUrk,  who  commanded  there,  fa\y 

C  4  the 

.- ;.'^         8  See  Burchet's  naval  memoirs,  p  58, 
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the  men  landed,  he  thought  Rt  to  capitulate,  and  marched 
out  of  the  cafile  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with 
their  arms  and  baggage  j  leaving  to  the  Engl'ijl)  the  fortrefs, 
which  was  furnifhed  with  forty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  a 
noble  reward  for  one  day's  hard  duty  h  ! 

After  this  happy  fuccefs,  the  rear-admiral  failed  for 
\  Limerick  \  where  he  was  informed,  the  French  had  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  (hips ;  but  finding  foon  after  that  the 
enemy  was  retiied,  and  that  his  own  fquadron  began  to  be 
in  want  of  provifions  and  fea-ftores,  he  came  thereupon 
to  a  refolution  of  failing  to  Plymouth,  where  he  received  si 
confiderable  reinforcement,  with  orders  to  proceed  in  queft 
of  the  enemy.  But  thefe  orders,  which  came  from  the 
lords  of  the  Admiralty,  were,  on  the  eighteenth  oiStpiem* 
her  J  countermanded,  by  a  f  refh  order  from  the  king,  Jiredl- 
ing  him  to  detach  ten  fhips  into  the  Soundings,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade,  and  to  fail  with  the  reft  for  tht  Downs  \ 
which  he  accordingly  did  ». 

Af  T  E  R  the  raifing  the  fiege  oi Limerick,  king  ff^tlltam 
returned  into  England ;  where,  in  a  council  held  on  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  which  were  ftill  in  a  very  precarious  con- 
dition, 

h  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  432.  But  there  the  author  has 
committed  a  very  extraordinary  miftake ;  for,  inftead  of  Wa- 
terford,  he  mentions  Kinfale,  as  the  city  annoyed  by  Duncan- 
non-callle  :  now  that  this  was  really  an  efFeft  of  want  of  care, 
and  not  an  ei  ror  in  tranfcribing,  appears  hy  comparing  his  na- 
val hiftory  with  its  index,  and  with  his  naval  memoirs,  p.  59. 
where  the  fource  of*  this  error  is  feen  j  for  there  he  fays,  that 
fir  Cloudefley  Shovel  being  ordered  to  proceed  to  Kinfale,  re- 
ceived intelligence,  when  he  was  near  the  river  of  Waterford, 
that  the  town  had  furrendered  two  or  three  days  j  ♦hat  is,  the 
town  of  Waterford :  but  in  his  hiftory,  he  has  put  in,  the  town 
of  Kinfale  was  furrendered,  as  if  that  town  had  flood  on  the 
river  of  Waterford.  i  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  59,  6a,  61, 

6zt  63.  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
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dition,  many  of  the  great  cities,  and  nioft  of  the  conve- 
nient ports  being  ftill  held  for  king  James^  the  sari  of 
'Marlborough  propofed  a  plan  for  the  immediate  rcduftion 
of  that  ifland  :  he  obfervcd,  that  our  fleet  was  now  at  fea, 
and  that  of  the  Frdnch  returned  to  Brefi  j  in  which  fitua- 
tion,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  to  be  feared  in  relation 
to  defcents.  He  further  remarked,  that  there  were  at  leaft 
live  thoufand  land-forces  lying  idle  in  Engiandy  which 
might  be  embarked  on  board  the  fleet,  even  in  this  late 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  perforin  confiderable  fcrvice.  The 
king  readily  accepted  this'oflTer,  gave  the  command  of  the 

'  troops  to  the  earl  of  Alarlborough,  and  fer.t  orders  to  the 
admirals  to  fend  the  great  (hips  about  to  Chatham,  and  :o 
take  on  board  the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  the  forces  ordered 
for  this  fervice  t. 

The  admirals  hoifted  their  flag  on  board  the  Kent^  a 
third  rate  j  and  having  embarked  the  troops  with  all  ima- 
ginable expedition,  arrived  wi:h  them  before  the  harbour 
of  Cork,  on  the  twenty- firfl  of  September,  in  the  after- 
noon. The  next  day  they  attempted  to  enter,  but  were 
for  fomc  time  prevented  by  the  fire  of  a  fmall  battery  of 

,  five  guns  i  from  which,  however,  the  Irijh  were  foon  driven, 
by  two  or  three  boats  full  of  brave  fellows,  and  then  the 
whole  fleet  got  into  the  harbour  without  interruption.  On 
the  twenty-third,  the  forces  were  landed,  and  joined  a  body 
of  between  three  and  four  thoufand  men,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  duke  of  Tf^irtemberg  ;  who,  by  an  ill-timed 
difpute  about  the  command,  had  like  to  have  ruined  the 
whole  expedition.    The  earl  of  Marlborough^  as  the  elder 

lieute- 

y.t* 

k  Kennet,  Burnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  times.  Life  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  prince  Eugene.  Hiftory  of  the  war 
in  Ireland. 
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lieutenant-general,  and  commanding  the  troops  that  were 
principals,  had,  according  to  all  the  rules  of  war,  a  right 
to  it  J  but  the  duke  of  fJ^Hem^erg  infifted  on  his  being  a 
prince,  which,  at  laft,  however,  he  was  content  to  wave, 
and  to  confent  they  fhould  command  alternately.  The 
city  of  Cork  was  very  well  fortified,  and  had  in  it  a  body 
of  four  thoufand  men  :  but  the  t?ix\oi  Marlborough  having 
cbferved  that  the  place  was  commanded  by  an  adjacent  hill, 
he  ordered  a  battery  to  be  ercdled  there  on  the  twenty- 
fourth,  which  was  performed  with  great  expedition  by  fiv€ 
or  fix  hundred  feamen,  carpenters,  i5^c.  and  after  playing 
on  the  town  for  a  few  hours,  made  faconfiderablca  breach, 
that  on  the  twenty-fifth  the  generals  refolved  to  attack  it  5 
in  which  they  were  affifted  by  ten  pinnaces,  manned  by 
feamen,  well  armed  with  hand-granadces  from  the  fleet, 
l^he  befieged  was  fo  terrified  at  this,  that  it  was  eafily  dif- 
cerned  the  fiege  would  not  continue  long  ;  and  indeed  tiie 
Jr'fjh  infttintly  capitulated  1.     Bat  the  very  next  day  the  fleet 

received 


'  > 


1  We  have  a  very  fair  account  of  this  matter,  bcth  in  Bur- 
net's hiflory  of  his  own  times,  and  in  biftiop  Kennet's  compleat 
hiftory  :  yet  neither  of  thofe  prelates  were  enough  mafter  of 
ike  fubje^,  to  give  their  readers  a  proper  idea  of  this  extraor- 
dinary affair.  The  earl  of  Marlborough's  expedition,  all  cir-, 
cumllahccs  confidered,  was,  beyond  comparifon,  the  moft  fuc- 
ccfsful  undertaking  \n  the  whole  feign  df  king  William ;  and 
$ven  the  redadion  of  Cork,  was  ftieh  3  mark  of  penetration^ 
as  king  William  never  forgot  3  fince  it  depended  entirely  on 
his  lordfhip's  cdfludering  thcfituation  of  the  place,  and  obferv- 
in|;  that  all  the  pains  taken  in  fortifying  it,  were  thrown  away. 
Jf  king  James's  French  generals  had  underflood  as  much,  they 
would  not  have  put  four  thoufand  men,  and  fome  of  their  beft 
officers  into  fuch  a  place ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  King 
William's  foreign  officers  had  joined  the  lipht  of  genius  to  the 
knowledge  they  had  acquired  by  experience,  they  would  not 
have  informed  the  king  as  they  did,  that  the  place  could  not 
be  taken  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks,  even  by  a  regular  liege. 
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received  orders  to  retire,  which  they  did,  leaving  a  fqua- 

dron  under  the  command  of  the  duice  oi  Grafton^  to  affift 

the  general ;  but  that  brave  nobleman  having  received  \ 

wound  in  the  fhouider  in  the  attack  before-mentioned,  died 

within  a  few  days,  when  the  command   devolved   upon 

captain  Mat  hew  Tenant ,  who  was  blown  up  in  the  Breda 

in  Cork  harbour  j  and  then  it  fell  to  captain  Crofts^  who 

attended  the  earl  of  Marlborough  till  after  the  rcdu6iion  of 

Kin/ale y  as  well  as  Corky  which  furrendered  on  the  fifteenth 

of  OSiobery  and  then  brought  over  the  victorious  general, 

who  was  prefented  to  his  mafler  at  Kenfmgtony  on  the 

twenty-eighth  of  that  ni3ntb,  after  having  atrhieved  in  a 

very  few  weeks,  more  than  all  the  foreign  generals  had 

been  able  to  do  fince  the  beginning  ot  the  war  in  Ireland m. 

The  fleet  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  eighth  of  O^o- 

bery  bringing  over  with  them,  by  the  earl  of  Marlborough's 

dsfire,  the  governor  of  Cork,  and  feveral  perfons  of  qua« 

lity,  who  were  made  prifoners  when  that  city  was  taken. 

There  the  admirals  received  orders  td'divide  the  fleet  into 

fmall  fquadrons  for  feveral  fervices,  and  leave  only  a  flrong 

fquadron  in  the  Downsy  under  the  command  of  fir  CloudeJIey 

Shovely  who  cruized  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  in  the 

SoundingSy  without  any  fuccefs  remarkable  enough  to  de- 

kxy^  notice*  except  that  the  Deptford  and  the  Crown^  two 

fmall  (hips,  took  a  fmall  French  men  of  war,  called  the 

Fripony  commanded   by  captain  St.  Marca^   one  of  the 

brisked  officers  in  the  French  fervice.    She  carried  but  eigh> 

teen  guns,  and  ten  p«.ttereroes,  and  bi^t  a  little  before  bad 

engaged 

m  Burehct*s  memoirs,  p.  c6,  57,  58.  Hiftorical  and  political 
mercury,  for  the  month  of  Novembefv  1690,  wherein  there  is 
an  excellent  account  of  this  expeditioa^  and  very  judicious  re- 
mains oaits  confeqaences. 
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engaged  four  Dutch  privateers,  whom  (he  obliged  to  (hcer 
cfF,  though  with  the  lofif  of  thirty  men  killed  and  wounded  : 
yet  now  notwithftanding  her  force  was  fo  much  weakned, 
fhe  fought  till  her  captiin  and  lieutenants  were  defperately 
wounded,  and  her  mafter  killed  :  nor  did  flie  yield  at  lafl^, 
till  her  mai  i-maft  was  {hot  away  by  the  Crown^  and  (he 
boarded  by  the  crew  of  that  fhip.  When  the  rear*admiral 
had  ended  his  cruize,  he  fent  fome  of  his  (hips  to  the  coaft 
of  Ireland,  others  into  the  Soundings^  and  returned  with 
the  reft  into  the  Downs  n  ;  and  thus  ended  the  naval  ope- 
rations for  this  year. 

We  ought  next  to  proceed  to  the  If ejl- Indies,  where, 
within  the  compafs  of  this  year,  there  pafled  many  things 
wor>:hy  of  notice  j  but  as  the  critical  obfervation  of  time, 
in  this  cafe,  would  necefTarily  occafron  a  great  deal  of  per- 
plexity in  the  narration,  and  force  "s  to  confider  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  muft  render  it  very  obfcure,  as  well  as  fery 
inconnedted,  we  ihall  therefore  refer  the  hiftory  of  the 
naval  tranfadlions  there,  to  that  period  in  which  they  were 
compleated,  and  fo  t^ike  in  the  whole  together,  uniting  the 
circumftances  of  the  feveral  expeditions  in  as  clear  and  fuc- 
cin6t  a  manner,  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjedl  will  allow.  In 
the  mean  time,  let  us  return  to  the  enquiry  made  this  win- 
ter into  the  condud  of  the  earl  of  Torrington '.  which  was  a 
point  that  exercifed  the  thoughts  of  the  miniftry,  and  of 
both  the  boufes  of  parliament,  as  well  as  the  tongues  of 
the  people. 

The  king,  upon  his  return  from  Ireland,  exprefled 
great  concern  about  this  affair  ;  the  honour  of  the  nation 
was  in  fome  meafure  afFe£led,  the  common  cry  was 
'  vtxy 

n  Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Columna  roftrata,  like  of  king 

y  illiftln,  ^c. 
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very  (Irong  againft  the  earl^  and  the  queen  had  engaged  her 
promife  to  the  Dutch,  that  his  condu6l  (hould  undergo  a    , 
iirid  examination.     On  the  other  hand,  the  earl  had  been 
very  inftrumentai  in   the  revolution,  had  great  alliances 
among  the  nobility,  and  had  found  the  means  of  perfwad-.  . 
ing  many,  that  indead  of  being  called  to  an  account  fur 
any  real  errors  in  his  condu<E^,  he  v^as  in  danger  of  being  fa- 
crificed  to  the  refentment  of  ioreigners,  merely  \ot  preferv- 
ing  the  Englijh  fleet.     The  great  difficulty  lay  in  the  man-  . 
ncr  of  bringing  him  to  a  trial :  the  king  was  refolved  it 
fhould  be  by  a  court-martial ;  the  friends  of  the  earl  main- 
tained that  he  ought  to  be  tried  by  his  peers.     A  doubt  v^as 
jikewife  ftarted,  as  to  the  power  of  the  lords  of  the  jfdmi' 
ralty  ;  for  though  it  was  allowed,  that  the  lord  high  admi- 
ral of  England  might  have  ifTued  a  commiflion  for  trying  ,„ 
him,  yet  it  was  queftioned^  whether  any  fuch  authority 
was  lodged  in  the  commilTioncrs  of  the  Admiralty  or  not ; 
and  though  fome  great  lawyers  gave  their  opinion  in  (he 
affirmative,  yet  it  was  judged  expedient  to  fettle  fo  impor- 
tant a  point  by  authority  of  parliament  o. 

In  order  to  obviate  this  difficulty,  a  new  law  was  made, 
declarative  of  the  power  of  the  commif^oners  of  the  Ad-^ 
miraliy  p ',  and  immediately  after  the  paiHng  of  this,  thcfe 

commiilioners 

"  Tlie  reader  may  find  much  of  this  in  Kennet,  Burnet,  Old- 
mixon,  &c.  Yet  our  account  is  chiefly  taken  from  the  journa's 
of  parliament,  and  fome  manufcript  memoirs  of  thofe  limes,  of 
which  I  fhall  give  the  reader  a  further  account,  in  the  memoirs 
of  the  earl  of  Torrington.  p  Stat.  2  W.  &  M.  fefs. 

2.  ca*"  2.  It  is  declared,  that  all  and  fmgular  authorities,  ju* 
rifdiitions  and  powers,  which  by  aft  of  parliament  or  other- 
wife,  are  invefted  in  the  lord  high  admiral  of  England  for  the 
time  being,  have  always  appertained  to,  and  (hall  be  ufed  and 
executed  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  as  if  they  were 
fo  ufed  and  executed  by  the  lord  high  admiral.     E^  ery  officer 

prcfent 
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commidioners  dirtied  a  court-martial  to  be  held  for  the 
trial  of  the  earl,  who  was  then  fick  in  the  T^wer,    On 
the  lOih  of  Decembtr  this  court-martial  met  on  board  the 
Kent  Frigate^   at  Shetrnefs^   fir  Ralph  Delavai,  who  had 
afted  as  vice-admiral  of  the  Blue  in  the  engagement,   be* 
ing  prefident,  and  all  the  members  of  the  court,  fuch  as 
were  believed  to  be  a'jfolutcly  independant  of  the  perfon 
they  were  to  try.     The  charge  againft  the  earl  was,  that 
in  the  late  engagement  of    off  Beachy  Head,    he   had, 
through  treachery  or  cowardice,  misbehaved  in  his  office, 
drawn  diflionour  on  the  Englijh  nation,  and  facrificed  our 
good  allies  the  Dutch.     His  lordfhip  defended  himfelf  with 
great  clearnefs  of  reafon,  and  with  extraordinary  compofure 
of  mind.     He  obferved,  that  in  the  feveral  councils  of  war 
held  before  the  fight,  not  only  himfelf,  but  all  the  admi- 
rals in  the  fleei,  *».'er?  againft  engaging.     He  took  notice 
of  the  queen's  order, 'which  obliged  them  to  fight  againft 
their  own  opinion,  and  without  any  probability  of  fuccefs. 
He  remarked  the  inequality  of  the  confederate  and  French 
fleets  5  the  former  confifting  but  of  fifty-fix,  and  ihe  latter 
having  eighty- two  actually  engaged.   He  afferted,  that  the 
Dutch  were  deftroyed  by  their  own  rafhnefs  ;  and  that,  if 
he  had  fuftained  them  in  the  manner  they  expefled,  the 
whole  confederate  fleet  muft  have  been  furrounded  as  they 
were  \  and  as  fome  reflections  had  been  thrown  out  of  his 
having  a  pique  to  the  Dutch^  to  gratify  which  he  had 
*  given 

prefent  upon  trials  of  offender?  by  cotut-inartial>  to  be  held  by 
virtue  of  any  commiinon  granted  by  the  lord  high  admiral,  or 
commiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  ihall,  before  any  proceeding 
to  trial,  take  this  oath,  to  be  adminiilered  by  the  judge  advo- 
cate*, or  his  deputy,  viz.  "  You  ihall  well  and  truly  try  the  mat- 
ter now  before  you,  between  our  fovereign  lord  and  lady  the 
king  and  queen's  majefty,  and  the  prifoner  to  be  tried. 

"  So  HELP  YOU  God." 
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given  them  up  ;  he  not  only  juftificd  himfclf  v<»ry  warmly 
on  that  point,  but  concluded  his  defence  with  faying,  that 
his  condu<Sl  had  faved  the  EngUjh  fleet;  and  that  he  hoped 
an  Engltjh  court-martial  would  not  facrifice  him  to  Duub 
r'fcntmcnt*.  After  a  full  heariirg,  and  ftridl  examination 
of  all  that  had  been  advanced  on  both  fides,  his  lordHiip  was 
unanimoufly  acquitted  r.  And  though  fome  writers  of  our 
own,  as  well  as  of  another  nation,  have  taken  great  liber  - 
ties  with  this  judgment  of  the  court-martfal  ^,  ye.i  on  the 

whole 


9  See  a  further  account  of  t^^is  matter  in  the  fubfequent  ne- 
moirs  of  the  carl  of  Torrington.  »  Burchet's  memoirs^ 
p.  51.  Kennet,  life  of  king  William.  ^  Biihop  Burnet 
in  his  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  cxprefles  himfclf  with  his 
wonted  rtiarpncfs.  "  The  commiinoners  of  the  admiralty,  fays 
•*  he,  named  a  court  to  try  liim.  who  did  it  with  fo  grofs  a 

partiality,  that  it  rcfleded  mucli  on  the  jufticc  of  the  nation; 

10  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  great  intcreft  the  king  had 
in  the  ftates,  it  might  have  occafioned  a  breac.i  of  the  alli- 
ance between  them  and  us.  He  came  off  faf  j  as  to  hia  per- 
fon  and  eftate  j  but  much  loaded  in  hi&  reputation  :  fomc 
charging  him  with  want  of  couragt,  whilf  oihers  imputed 
his  iU  condu'^^  to  a  haughty  fullenners  of  temper,  that  made 
him,  fince  orders  were  fcnt  him  contrary  to  the  advices  he 
had  given,  to  refolve  indeed  to  obey  them  and  fight ;  but  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  call  the  blame  on  thoie  who  had 
fent  him  the  orders,  and  give  them  caufe  to  repent  of  it/* 

——The  malignity  of  thefe  rerieftions  ddlroy  their  credit,  and 
the  weight  of  the  charge  overturns  it.  If  the  proceedings  of 
the  court-martial  had  been  fcandaloully  unjuft,  our  prelate 
would  not  have  been  at  a  lofs  for  the  earl  of  Torrington's 
crime.  His  judges  were  upon  oath,  and  regarded  nothing  there- 
fore but  proof.  Indeed  this  was  happy  for  him  :  for  had  they 
been  governed  like  the  bifhop,  by  conjetlures,  and  gaefled  at 
the  tlioughts  of  his  heart,  inftead  of  examining  his  actions,  he 
might  have  been  punilhed,  though  he  had  not  been  guilty.-  — 
The  fieur  de  Monte,  in  his  political  mercury,  for  the  mont]»  of 
January,  1691,  cenfures  the  judgment  of  the  court-martial  fe- 
verely,  and  fays,  the  king  was  fo  difpleafed  with  it,  that  he  re- 
folved  never  to  employ  any  of  it's  mcuiucrs.— — .What  vredit  is 
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whole  there  feems  to  be  no  juft  ground  either  for  cenfuring 
them,  or  fixing  any  imputation  on  the  memory  of  that 
noble  perfon  t.  It  is  true,  the  day  after  his  acquital,  the 
king  took  away  his  commiflion,  and  he  was  thenceforward 
laid  afide  5  which  might  be  a  very  right  ftep  in  politics, 
as  it  tended  to  fatisfy  our  allies,  and  gave  his  m^jefty  an 
opportunity  of  employing  a  more  fortunate  officer  u. 

The  care  of  the  adminiftration  to  repair  all  paft  errors 
in  naval  affairs,  and  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  maritime 
powers,  appeared  vifibly  in  the  meafures  taken  for  fending  a 
great  fleet  early  to  fea,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1691.     In 
order  to  this,  the  week  after  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  dif- 
mifTed  from  his  command,  Edward  RuJ/el,  efq;  was  appoint- 
ed admiral  and  commander  in  chief,  and  immediately  re- 
ceived inflrudions  to  ufe  the  utmoft  expedition  in  drawing  to- 
gether the  (hips  of  which  his  fleet  was  to  be  compofed  j  and 
a  lift  of  them,  to  the  number  of  ninety-one,  of  which  fif*ty4 
feven  were  oftheline  of  battle,  wasannexedtohisinftrudions. 
He  executed  thcfc  direftions  with  the  utmoft  skill  and  dili- 
gence, and  by  the  yth  of  Aday  was  ready  to  put  to  fea.  The 
Blue  fquadron  was  commanded  by  Henry  KillegreWy  efq^  as 

admiral; 

due  to  this,  we  may  eafily  guefs,  if  we  confider  that  fir  Ralph 
Delaval,  the  preiident  of  that  court-martial,  was  immediately 
employed  as  vice  admiral  of  the  Blue.  ——Another  foreign 
writer,  fays,  that  the  king  difmiifed  fome  of  the  members  of 
that  court,  and  forty  two  captains  of  the  navy,  who  were 
fuppofed  to  be  in  the  earl's  intereft.— — This  alone  is  iufficient 
to  Ihew  his  innocence.  An  Englilh  admiral  capable  of 
cowardice  or  treachery,  could  have  no  fuch  interefl.  *  Bi- 

fliop  Kennet  tells  us,  that  in  the  year  1697,  feveral  French 
officers  comin'"  over  after  the  peace,  when  they  could  not  be 
fufpefted  of  partiality,  openly  jultified  and  commended  the 
earl's  conduft,  and  faid,  '*  He  delerved  to  be  rewarded,  ra- 
"  ther  than  cenfured,  fmce  he  had  preferved  the  beft  part  of  the 
**  fleet  from  being  deftroyed.'*  «»  Kennet,  Burnet,  Bor- 

chet,  ^c.  •       ' 
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miral ;  fir  Ralph  Delaval,  vice-admiral  ;  fir  ChuHeflty 
Shovtl^  rear-admiral.  Admiral  Rujpl,  in  the  Britannia^ 
commanded  the  Red  fquadron,  having  for  his  vice  and 
rear-admirals,  fir  John  AJhhy  and  George  Rooke^  cfq;  as  to 
the  particular  ilrength  of  thefe  fquadrons,  havini;  fcen  a 
more  perfect  lift  than  that  exhibited  by  Mr.  Burchet^  I 
have  given  an  abftra6l  of  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  w. 
His  orders  were  to  proceed  into  the  Soundings,  as  I'oon  as 
he  (hould  be  joined  by  the  Dutch  j  and  he  was  likewife  di- 
ro^ed  :q  take  care  to  block  up  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  French  privateers  from  difturbing  our 
trade.  Thefe  dirc6lions,  however,  were  but  indifferently 
executed  ;  which  our  writers  attribute  to  the  ilownefs  of 
the  Dutch  in  fending  their  fliips  to  join  the  confederate 
fleet,  which  they  had  ftipulated  to  do  by  the  beginning  of 
Vol.  III.  D  May^ 


*'  Blue  fquadron 

Guns 

Men 

•  2  Firft  rates 

200 

1,600   . 

>-  t   •» 

6  Second  rates    . 

570 

3,960  >i 

'•. ,. 

16  Third  rates 

1,090 

7,040 

J'    ♦ 

4  Fourth  rates 
28 

200 

1 ,000 

"'■•(:Vr.^ 

2,060 

13,600       ■ 

• 

3  Frigates 

V           *        \ 

2  Hofpital  fhips 

\ 

1  Yatch 

'■    •  ■          r.  *  1 

•■■  :■  -^W- 

10  Fire -fliips 

■. 

♦• 

Red  Squadron 

Guns 

Men 

1 

3  Firft  rates 

300 

2,400 

> 

5  Second  rates 

470 

3»3oo 

16  Thirf'  rates 

1,090 

7,040 

5  Fourii  rates 

250 

1,250 

^9  „. 

2,110 

13.990 

* 

3  Frigates 

» 

2  Hofpital-fliips 

1  Yatch 

-  ' 

* 

10  Fire -fhips 
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May^  according  to  the  proportion  of  Ave  to  eight,  though 
bifhop  Burntt  fays  of  three  to  five,  of  equal  rates  and 
ftrength.  Secretary  Burchet,  however,  complains,  that  it 
was  late  in  the  month  of  May  before  there  were  fo  many 
as  twenty-eight  Dutch  (hips  in  the  fleet  j  whereas,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  lift  publiflied  by  the  States-General^  in  the  very 
fame  month  there  ought  to  have  been  forty- fix,  and  thofe 
too  very  large  (hips*.  This,  howev.r,  is  certain,  that 
notwithftandingall  his  skill  and  care,  admiral  Rufd  found 
his  fleet  but  indifferently  manned,  and  very  fcantily  vi£tual- 
led  J  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  fo  perplexed  by  hb 
orders,  and  with  the  diiBcultics  ftarted  upon  every  occa- 
fion  by  the  Dutch  admiral,  who  very  propably  was  as  much 
cramped  by  his,  that  a  great  part  of  the  months  of  May 
and  June  were  fpent  to  very  little  purpofe  ;  and  though 
the  French  fleet  was  not  in  fuch  forwardnefs  this  year  as  it 
had  been  the  lafl,  yet  it  was  at  fea  fome  time  before  ours 
had  any  intelligence  of  it  y. 

If  we  may  judge  from  appearances,  one  may  fafely  fay, 
that  Lewis  XIV.  (hewed  a  fingular  vanity  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  prodigious  ix^val  force,  to  make  it  evident 
how  foon,  and  how  efFedually,  his  councils  had  been  ab^e 
to  create  a  maritime  power.  He  had  at  this  time  to  deal 
with  the  EngliJ}}^  Spaniards^  and  Dutch ;  and  as  he  was 
now  in  the  zenith  of  his  glcry,  he  exhaufted  his  treafures, 
in  order  to  render  himfelf  mafter  at  fea.  He  appointed  the 
count  d'E/ireeSy  v'ce-admiral  of  France^   to  command  in 

the 

X  According  to  this  lift,  the  Rotterdam  fquadron  confifted  of 
eleven  lliips,  from  8o  to  50  guns.  The  Amfterdam  fquadron 
offixteen,  from  92  to  50  guns.  The  North  Holland  of  five, 
from  86  to  50  guns.  The  Friezland  of  fix,  from  70  to  52 
guns.  The  Zealand  of  eight,  from  92  to  50  guns.  In  all, 
forty  fix  capital  Ihips,    carrying  3,002  guns.  y  Kennet, 

Burnet,  Burchet,  Columna  roftrata,  life  of  king  William. 
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the  Meditirrantan  a  fleet  confiftinR  of  foiir  hrge  men  of 
vrar,   five  frigates,    twenty  fix  gallics,    and   three  bumb 
vciTcls*  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  count  Tourville  was  di- 
rc<£lcd  to  aflemble  the  giand  fleet  intended  for  the  ocean  t 
it  confided  of  three  fquadrons,  the  Ji^ite  and  Blue  com- 
manded by  M.  Chatteau  Rtnault^  in  the  Royal  Dauphin  of 
one  hundred   guns  j  the  fVhite  fquadron  commanded   by 
count  Tourvillt  in  perfon,  in  the  Royal  Sun,  the  fincll  (hip 
in  France,  which  carried  one  hundred  and  ftx  guns  j  the 
Blue  fquadron  under  the  marquis  d'  JmfrtvilU,  in  the  Su- 
pert,  of  ninety- eight  guns ».     This  fleet,  though  very  con- 
fiderable,  and  excellently  provided  with  every  thing  neccf- 
fary,  yet  was  inferior  in  force   to  that  of  the  confederates^ 
and  therefore  count  Tourville  was  in(lru(Stcd  to  avoid  an 
engagement  as  much  as  pofTible,  and  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
by  keeping,  as  long  as  might  be,  in  the  channel.     This 
great  oflicer  did  all  that  c  uld  be  expedled  from  him,  in 
order  t(  put  early  to  fea  j  but,  in  fpight  of  all  his  diligence 
and  application,  it  was  the  middle  of  June  before  he  left 
the  port  of  Bre/t.     But  then  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  a 
fquadron  had  been  fent  under  the  command  of  the  marquis 
dc  Ne/monde,  to  carry  fupplies  of  all  forts  for  the  relief  of 
king  James's  army  in  Ireland  b.     Thefe  were  indeed  great 
things,  and  what,  all  circumftances  confidered,  one  could 
fcarce  conceive  the  French  able  to  perform ;  yet  they  were 
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*  Hiftoirc  militaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  446.  Pere  Daniel  Hiitoire  de 
France.  a  I  take  this  from  the  marquis  de  Quincy,  who 

has  given  us  an  exa£l  lift  of  them;  according  to  which,  the 
Blue  and  White  fquadron  confifted  of  twenty-four  fhips ;  the 
White  of  twenty  five,  and  the  Blue  of  twenty-four.  In  all, 
feventy-three  capital  Ihips,  carrying  1,544  guns,  and  29,450 
men,  together  with  twenty-ope  fire-fliips.  i  Hiftoire 

militaire,  tom.  ii.  p.  455. 
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far  fliort  of  what  it  was  believed  in  England  at  that  time 
they  were  in  a  condition  to  undertake,  and  therefore  fo 
many  recounts  were  fent  to  our  admiral  from  court,  of  de- 
fcents  fo  be  made  here,  forces  to  be  convoyed  there,  and 
other  ftrange  projects,  that  he  was  hindered  from  purfuing 
either  the  orders  that  were  firft  given  him,  or  his  own  dc- 
figns ;  and  thciugh  he  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs 
under  this,  yet  he  continued  for  many  weeks  to  complain 
anc   jbey  «. 

The  5;«yr«fl fleet  was  expefted  home  this  fpring,  and 
as  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  had  a  joint  concern  therein,  to  the 
amount  of  upwards   of  four  millions  fterling,  both  nations 
were  extremely  apprehcnfive  of  its  being  attacked  by  the 
French^  and  therefore  very  precife  orders  were  fent  to  ad- 
n>i«al  RuJJel,  to  ufe  his  utmoft  care  for  its  prefervation  ;  and 
thii  he  executed  with  equal  induftry  and  fuccefs ;  for  hav- 
ing appointed    fmgle   fliips  to  cruize  for  them  on  every 
point  of  the  compafs,  he  croiTed  with  the  body  of  the  fleet 
to  Cape  Clear^  on  the  Jr'ijh  coaft  j  and  being  off  Kinfale^ 
received  advice,  that  the  Smyrna  fleet  was  arrived  fafely  in 
that  harbour.     Upon  this  he  fent  orders  to  captain  Aylmery 
to  join  him  immediately  with  the  fquadron  under  his  com- 
mand, refolving  to  condu61:   the  Smyrna  fleet  as    far  as 
Scilly^  and  then,  if  they  had  a  fair  wind,  to  leave  them  to 
proceed  up  the  channel,  having  firfl  taken  the  neceffary 
precaution  of  fending   a   frigate  before  to  Plymouth,  that 
he  might  be  fatibfied  n  /ne  of  the  enemy's  (hips  wcic  upon 
the  coaft  d.     After  parting  with  this  fleet,  the  admiral  de- 
termined to  go  off  t^^«/;  and  if  tht  French  were  gone 
from  thence,  to  follow  them  to  Belle-1Jle\  but  being  af- 
terwards 
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lerwards  of  opinion,  that  they  lay  in  the  Tea  purpofely  to 
avoid  him,  he  altered  his  refolutions,  and  refolved  to  go  in- 
to a  more  proper  Cation  in  fearch  of  them  ;  fo  that  parting 
with  the  Smyrna  fleet  off  Scilly^  the  thirteenth  of  Julyy  he 
firft  bent  his  courfe  towards  the  French  coaft,  from  whence 
he  fent  a  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftatc,  defiring  that  it 
might  be  conlidered,  whether  the  fleet,  before  its  return, 
could  be  ferviceable  towards  the  redudlion  of  Ireland ;  for 
that  the  provifions  on  board  would  laft  no  longer  than  the 
latter  end  oiAuguft^  and  after  that  month  was  expired,  he 
thought  it  not  fafe  for  the  great  (hips  to  be  out  of  harbour  \ 
but  he  deftred  that  fupplies  of  provifioii  might  be  ready  at 
"Plymouth^  that  fo  the  want  of  them  might  not  incapacitate 
the  fleet  to  perform  any  neceflary  fervice.  Arciving  in  thia 
flation,  fir  Cloudejley  Shovel  was  fent  to  look  inio.BreJIy 
where  he  faw  about  forty  iail  coming  out  of  that  port, 
which  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  merchant- (hips  (wmBretagne^ 
cfcorted  by  three  men  of  war.  Sir  Clmdejley,  to  decoy 
thefe  (hips  into  his  hands,  made  ufe  of  an  excellent  flratar 
gem :  he  knew  the  French  had  intelligence  that  a  fmall 
fquadron  of  their  fleet  had  made  prize  of  feveral  EngUJh 
iTiCrchant-men  j  laying  hold,  therefore,  of  this  piece  o£ 
lalfe  news,,  he  ordered  part  of  his  fquadron  to  put  out  French 
colours,  and  the  reft  to.  take  in  theirs.  By  this  method  he 
thought  to  deceive  the  French^  who  might  naturally  fuppofe 
it  that  fquadron  with  their  prizes.  This  fuccecded  in  part, 
but  the  enemy  difcovered  the  cheat  before  he  was  neat 
enough  to  do  much  mifchiefe. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  o^July^  ad- 
miral Rujfel  fell  in  with  a  convoy  going  to  the  French  fleet 
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with  frefli  provifions  j  fome  of  thefe  were  taken,  and  from 
thsm  he  karnt  that  count  TourvilU  had  orders  to  avoid 
fighting,  which  he  very  pun<Slually  abeyed,  jceeping  fcouts 
at  a  c  nfiderable  diftance  on  ail  points  of  the  compafs  by 
which  he  couid  be  approached,  and  thefe  being  chafed  by 
ours,  they  immediately  ran,  making  fignal  to  others  that 
lay   wirhin   them ;  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  to  come  up 
witii  the  body  of  their  fleet,  though  that  of  the  Englijh  anii 
Dutch  failed   in  fuch  a  pofture,  that  the  fcouts  on  each 
wing,  as  well  as  thofe  a-head  and  a-ftern,  could  in  clear 
weather  fee  tWx..  "y  leagues  round  S.     The  admiral,  being 
fenfible  of  the  dar.gcri  that  might  attend  this  fituation, 
wrote  home  for  freOi  orders,  which  he  received  ;  but  found 
them  fo  perplexed,  that  having  intelligence  of  the  French 
iieet's  being  gone  into  Breji^  he,  in  the  beginning  of  Ju' 
guji,  purfuant  to  the  rclblution  of  a  council  of  war,  re- 
turned to  Torhay^  from  whence  he  wrote  up  to  court  to 
have  his  laft  orders  explained.     In  return  he  was  diredcd 
to  put  to  fea  again,  which  he  did ;  and  notwithftanding 
his  frequent  reprefentations  of  the  inconvenience  of  having 
fuch  large  (hips  expofed   to  the  rough  weather,  which 
ufually  happens  about  the  equinox,  he  was «.  bliged  to  con- 
tinue in  the  Soundings  to  the  fecond  of  Septemhery  when  he 
met  with  fuch  a  violent  ftorm,  that  after  doing  all  that 
could  be  done  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  fleet,  he  was  con- 
ft  rained  to  bear  up  for  fo  dangerous  a  ipoitas  Plymouth ; 
and  in  doing  this,  through  the  violence  of  the  wind,  and 
the  hazinefs  ot  the  weather,  the  fliips  were  fo  fcattered, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  not  feen  when  the  ad- 
miral himfelf  cam&to  an  anchor  in  the  Sound '^  but  when 
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It  grew  fomewhat  clearer,  one  of  the  fecond  rates,  (which 
proved  to,  be  the  Cdhmation)  was  difcovered  at  -nchor  off 
Ram  Head,  without  any  thing  ftandirtg  but  the  enfign- 
ftafF,  and  foon  after  (he  foundered  ;  her  commander,  cap- 
fain  Shelton^  together  with  her  company,  except  a  very 
inconfiderable  number,  being  loft.     Many  of  the  biggeft 
fhips  were  not  able  to  weather  the  eaftermoft  point  of  land 
at  the  entrance  into  Plymouth-Sound,  and  therefore  Wer6 
conft rained  to  take  fan^kuary  there,  in  that  unavoidable 
confufioh  which  a  lec-(hore,  thick  weather,  and  a  very 
hard  gale  of  wind  will  always  occafion ;  infomuch,  that 
the  Harwich,  a  third  rate,  t^  on  fliore,  and  bulged  neat 
Mount  Edgcombe-houfe,  and  the  Royal-Oak  and  Northum- 
berland tailed  on  the  ground,  though  afterwards  they  were 
luckily  got  off.     A  great  Dutsh  (hip  was  feen  at  anchor 
above  five  leagues  in  the  Offing,  with  all  her  mafts  gone  ; 
and  feveral  there  were  that  very  narrowly  efcaped  the  dan- 
ger of  the  Edijione  ». 

The  admiral  immediately  gave  orders  for  refitting  fuch 
of  the  (hips  as  had  been  damaged  in  the  florm,  and  left 
fir  Cloudejley  Shovel  at  Plymouth  to  fee  it  performed  ;  di- 
re<fting  him,  as  foon  as  they  ^ere  in  a  condition  to  fail,  to 
fend  a  fquadron  of  ten  fail  info  the  Soundings,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  homeward-bound  trade  ;  himfelf,  with  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  fteering  for  Spithead;  where  foon  aftei^  he 
,  received  orders  to  fend  the  largeft  (hips  about  to  Chatham^ 
a»  the  Dutck  admiral  did  to  return  home,  with  the  firft 
and  fecond  rates  under  his  command.  Admiral  Rj^J/il  was 
likewife  directed  to  form  a  fquadron  of  thirty  (ail  of  Eng- 
UJh  and  Dutch  fhips  to  be  fent  to  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  and 
he  accordingly  appointed  vice-admiral  Deldval  for  this 
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command,  who  foui  times  attempted  to  execute  his  orders^ 
and  was  as  oUen  forced  back  by  contrary  winds;  which, 
however,  proved  of  nodetnment  to  the  fervice,  fince  the  in- 
telligence received  ol  the  French  fending  a  fleet  to  Limerick^ 
proved  falfc  h.  Tlius  ended  the  naval  operations  of  the  year 
169 1,  very  little  to  the  profit,  honour,  or  fatisfa<Elion  of  the 
jiaiion.  Yet  certainly  nothing  'ould  be  charged  on  the  ad- 
miral's condudi,  who  did  all  tha  could  be  expe(5ied  from 
an  able  and  vigilant  oiHcer,  though  his  endeavours  were 
fruftrated  by  many  claftiing  and  contradiftory  orders  from 
home,  theartlul  conduct  of  a  cautious  enemy,  and  the  una- 
voidable efFedts  of  high  winds  and  boifterous  weather. 

W  E  need  not  wonder,  therefore,  either  at  the  attempts 
made  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  faften  upon  him  the 
iniicarriages,  as  they  were  called,  at  feaj,  or  the  ill-natured 
fcrifures  gU"ced  a,t  his  memory  by  fome  pecvifli  writers'^, 
with  whom  want  of  fortune  will  always  imply  wane  of 
skill  and  integrity  :  thefe  are  things  not  to  be  avoided,  nor, 
indeed,  much  to  be  heeded.  The  ftorm  in  the  houfe  of 
<;ommQns  never  gathered  to  a  head ;  for  thofe  who  mifm- 
terpreted  the  admiral's  conduct,  found,  on  infpe<Sling  pa- 
pers, that  it  W4S  not  for  their  intcreft  to  es^amine  it  ^  and 

as 

h  Kennet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  Columna  roftrata,  Prefent  State  of 
Europe,  for  r  691.  >  The  houfe  ordered  the  admiral's  in- 

f^rudions,  and  the  letters  written  to,  and  by  him,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore tlicm  ;  which  fufficiently  cleared  him  from  all  blame. 
"^  Bifhop  Burnet  lays,  the  feafon  went  over  without  any  aftion ; 
and  RufTel,  at  the  end  of  it,  came  into  Plymouth  in  a  florm  ; 
which  w^s  much  cenfured  ;  for  that  road  is  not  fafe :  and  two. 
confiderable  fhips  were  loll  upon  the  occafion.  Great  fadions 
were  amongft  the  flag-officers,  and  no  other  fervice  was  done 
by  this  great  equipment,  but  that  our  trade  wasmaimained.— » 
This  remark  is  worth  nothing,  unlefs  admiral  RufTel  had  it  in 
commiflion  to  dired  th  *:  winds ;  for  in  a  ftonD;  folks  do  mot 
make  for  thf  beil^  but  for  the  neareft  port. 
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as  for  our  cenforious  authors,  their  reflexions  have  recoiled 
upon  themfelves. 

It  was  now  become  evident  to  the  whole  nation,  that, 
with  K(pt£k  to  o't\  honour  and  intereft  in  this  war,  the 
management  of  affairs  at  Tea  was  chiefly  to  be  regarded  . 
and  yet,  by  an  unaccountable  feries  of  wrong  councils,  the 
management  of  thefe  affairs  was,  in  reality,  lefs  regarded 
than  any  thing  elfe.  The  abfolute  reduction  of  Ireland^ 
and  the  v/ar  in  Flanders^  (eemed  to  occupy  the  king's 
thoughts  entirely,  and  the  care  of  the  navy  was  left  wholly 
to  the  board  of  Jdmiraity,  who,  to  fpeak  in  the  fofteft 
terms,  did  not  manage  it  very  fuccefsfully,  or  much  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  nation.  There  were,  befldes,  fome  other 
things  which  contributed  to  make  our  maritime  councils 
move  flowly.  There  was  a  fa£lion  grown  up  in  the  fleet 
againft  the  admiral,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  government 
entertained  a  great  jealoufy  of  many  of  the  officers ;  though 
to  this  hour  it  remains  a  fecret,  whether  it  was,  or 
was  not,  well  grounded  K  The  truth  feems  to  be,  that 
king  James  was  better  known  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  fleet, 
than  to  any  other  fet  of  men  in  England  ;  moft  of  them 
had  ferved  under  him  when  lord-high  admiral,  and  many 
had  been  preferred  by  him ;  which  rendered  it  highly 
probable,  they  might  have  an  efleem  for  his  perfon:  but, 
that  any  of  thefe  cflicers  intended  to  a£k  in  his  favour, 
in  conjundlion  with  a  French  force,  againft  their  country, 
is  very  unlikely ;  efpecially  if  we  confider  the  unanimity 
with  which  they  went  into  the  revolution,  which  had  been 
openly  acknowledged,  and  they  folernnly  thanked  for  it  by 
the  convention.    Yet  the  report  of  the  contrary  was  grown 

wonderfully 
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wonderfully  loud,  and  feems  to  nave  been  very  artfully 
J.  opagaud  by  the  enemies  of  particular  perfons,  as  well  ai 
by  thofc  who  were  no  friends  to  the  government  j  for  it 
niuii  he  allowed,  that  king  James's  zgems  here  boafted  in 
aill  the  advices  they  fent  him,  that  they  had  brought  back 
many  of  ihe  vofHcers  of  the  navy  to  his  intcreft  j  and  they 
went  ib  far  as  to  name  ibme  of  them,  which  they  might 
*6r)  fiom  many  other  motives  than  that  of  fpeaking  truth  "». 
However  it  was,  this  is  certain,  that  in  parliament,  at  court, 
and  in  the  navy,  nothing  was  heard  of  but  jealoufies,  l\\ 
concliid,  and  want  of  fufficicnt  fupplies  far  the  fervicc ;  a 
kind  uf  difcourfc  that  lafted  all  the  winter,  and  was  pro- 
ductive of  many  bad  confequenccs. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1692,  a  little  before  the  king 
went  to  Holland^  he  began  to  communicate  his  intentions, 
as  to  the  employment  of  the  fleet,  to  adourai  Rujfel,  who 
had  been  again  appointca  admiral  and  commander  in  chief 
b)'  comraiHion,  dated  December  the  third,  1691.  At  tbia 
time,  however,  he  was  very  far  from  ftanding  in  high 
favour.  He  had  expoitulated  freely  with  his  m^ily  on 
the  difgrace  of  the  earl  uf  Marlborough^  and  lived  on  no 
extraordinary  terms  with  the  new  Secretary,  lord  Notting-' 
ham  ,  but  his  chaxadter,  as  an  oi^er,  and  his  knoTvn  ilea^ 
dinefs  in  revolution-principles,  fupported  him  $  and  the 
Jung  refolved  to  confide  the  fleet  to  his  care,  almofl  whe-' 

thcr 


«  The  agent  fent  over  by  king  James's  adherents,  was  one 
captain  Lloyd,  to  whom  they  gave  a  very  exaft  lift  of  the  £ng» 
liih  fleet,  and  diredled  him  particularly,  to  inform  the  king^. 
t\ax  amongft  other  eminent  fea  officers,  they  had  brought  over 
read  admiral  Carter  to  his  fervice  ;  when  this  was  firit  talked 
of,  a  report  prevailed,  that  h«  had  10,000  pomtds given  him; 
but  of  the  falHiood  of  this  ftory,  we  iball  have  occaflon  to  fpeak^ 
more  largely  hereafter*    See  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon. 
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thcr  the  admiral  would  or  not.  The  principal  thing  that 
ibems  to  have  been  intended,  was,  convincing  not  France! 
alone,  but  all  Europe.^  that  the  maritime  powers  were  ftill 
lords  of  the  Tea,  by  fitting  out  early  fuch  a  fleer,  as  (hould 
keep  their  enemies  in  awe,  while  a  defcent  was  made 
in  Normandy,  Something  of  this  kind  king  tf^ilUam 
intimated  in  a  fpeech  to  the  parliament ;  and  was  certainly 
expe^ed  both  by  this  nation  and  the  Dutch,  When,  tbere<< 
fore,  the  king  left  Englandy  in  the  beginning  of  Marchy, 
his  inftrudions  to  admiral  Rujftl  were,  to  ufe  all  imagiiia-« 
ble  diligence  in  getting  the  fleet  to  fea  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  was  promifed,  that  his  majefty  would  not  fail  ta 
quicken  the  ZX'/c/& :  but  we  (hall  foon  fee  that  all  thefe 
fchemes  were  fuddenly  altered  ;  and  that  if  the  king's  new 
miniftry  had  been  furniihed  with  tolerable  intelligence, 
thefe  fchemes  could  never  have  entered  into  their  heads  n. 
I'o  be  clear  in  this  point,  we  muft  look  over  to  the  tranf* 
a(3ions  in'/Vtfwr^, 

As  foon  as  Lewh  XIV.  perceived,  that  it  was  a  thing 
ImpofTible  to  fupport  the  war  in  Inland  any  longer  lo  ad- 
vantage, he  came  to  a  refolution  of  employing  the  forces 
that  were  flill  left  king  Jamesy  to  (erve  his  purpofe  another 
way.  With  this  view  he  concerted  with  the  malcontents 
in  England^  an  invafion  on  the  coaft  of  Sujfex ;  and  tb'^ugh 
for  this  defign  ic  was  neceflary  to  draw  together  a  great 

number 

n  In  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  account,  I  (hall  refer  the 
reader  to  the  Hiilorical  Mercury,  for  the  month  of  April,  1 692^ 
wherein  we  are  aifured,  that  the  fchexnc  of  making  a  defctnt 
on  France,  was  taken  from  king  William's  own  mouth  ;  that 
orders  were  given  for  having  a  prodigious  number  of  pontons,, 
and  fiat- bottomed  boats  ready,  by  the  latter  end  of  June,  and 
that  the  duke  of  Leiniter,  (who  was  fon  to  marlhal  Schor.ibei  e)i 


was  to  command  the  forces  employed  in  this  fervice. 
Burnet's  hiilory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  92. 


See 
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number  of  tranfports,  as  well  as  a  very  conflderable  body 
of  forces,  yet  ne  had  both  in  readinefs,  before  it  was  fo 
much  as  fufpedcd  here.  The  land  army  confifted  of  four- 
teen battalions  of  Englijh  and  hijh  troops,  and  about  nine 
thoufand  Prenchy  commanded  by  marAiai  dc  Beifondes;  fo 
that  in  all  there  could  not  be  left  than  20,000  men  ^.  The 
fleet  of  tranfports  confifted  of  three  hundred  fail,  and  war, 
well  provided  with  every  thing  neccflary  for  the  invafion. 
In  fliort,  nothing  was  wanting  to  the  execution  of  this  de- 
fign  in  the  beginning  of  Jpriit  but  the  arrival  of  count 
S^EJlreei'%  fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war,  which  was  to 
cfcort  the  embarkation,  while  the  count  de  TouvvilU  cruiz- 
ed in  the  channel  with  the  grand  fleet,  which  was  alfo 
ready  to  put  to  fea,  but  was  detained  by  contrary  winds. 
Things  being  in  this  fltuation,  king  James  fent  over  colo- 
nel Parker,  and  fome  other  agents  of  his,  to  give  hi& 
friends  intelligence  of  his  motions ;  and  fome  of  thefe  peo- 
ple, in  hopes  of  reward,  gave  the  firft  clear  ?ccount  of  the 
whole  defign  to  our  government  at  home  ;  upon  which, 
order  after  order  was  fent  to  admiral  Rujf'el  to  haften  out  to 
fea,  in  whatever  condition  the  fleet  might  be  at  this  time  p. 
There  were  at  this  very  critical  junflure,  two  con- 

fidcrable 

o  Hiftoire  militaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  47  j^  577.  Burnetts  hiftory  of 
his  own  times,  p.  93.  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  p  Queen  Mary 

behaved  upon  this  occafion  with  great  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of 
wind  J  for,  without  difcovering  any  apprehenfions  of  danger, 
flie  took  all  the  precautions  that  were  necefTary  to  prevent  it  j 
by  publilhing  a  proclamation,  requiring  all  papifts  to  quit  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter;  another  lor  aflembling  both 
houfeS  of  parliament  j  and  a  third,  for  apprehending  the  earls, 
of  Scarfdale,  Litchfield,  Newbourg,  Middleton,  and  Dunmore ;: 
the  lords  Griffin  and  Forbes ;  fir  John  Fenwicke,  fir  Theophi- 
lus  Oglethorp,  fir  Andrew  Forrefter,  and  feveral  other  perfonsf 
«f  diftin^tion,  fuppofed  to  be  in  her  father's  intereft^ 


j\ 
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fiJerable  fquadrons  at  Tea ;  one  under  the  command  of  fir 
RaJph  Delavaly  which  was  fcnt  to  bring  home  a  fleet  of 
merchant-men  from  the  Mediterranean^  the  other  under 
rear-admiral  Carter^  near  the  French  coaft.  It  was  ap- 
prehended, that  the  French  would  have  endeavoured  to 
intercept  the  former,  and  therefore  on  the  laft  of  February^ 
orders  were  fent  by  the  Groin  packet-boat  to  vice-admiral 
Dclaval,  to  avoid  coming  near  cape  St.  Vincent^  but  to 
keep  fu  far  out  at  fea,  as  not  to  make  cape  Clear,  but  ra- 
ther to  fail  to  Dingle- Bay,  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon,  or 
fome  other  port  thereabouts  q.  But  for  fear  thefe  orders 
might  not  reach  him  foon  enough  at  Cadiz,  an  advice- 
boat  was  ordered  to  cruize  for  him  off  cape  Cleary  with 
inftrudions  to  put  into  Cork  or  Kinfale.  However,  both 
thefe  orders  mifled  him,  and  he  was  fo  fortunate  '>'*  to 
arrive,  in  the  beginning  oi  March,  fafe  in  the  Downs, 
As  for  rear-admiral  Carter,  he  was  ordered  to  continue 
cruizing,  with  his  fquadron  of  eighteen  fail,  as  near  the 
French  coafl  as  it  was  poflible,  in  order  to  be  the  better 
and  more  certainly  informed  of  what  they  were  doing  f. 
His  majefty,  king  U^illiam,  as  fnon  as  he  arrived  in  Hoi' 
land,  took  care  to  haften  the  naval  preparations  with  unu* 
fual  diligence,  fo  that  the  fleet  was  ready  to  put  to  fea  much 
fooner  than  had  been  expeded,  or  at  lead  much  fooner 
than  it  had  done  the  year  before,  and  in  a  much  better 
condition.  As  for  our  admiral,  he  went  on  board  in  tne 
beginning  of  May  \  and  obferving  how  great  advantage 

the 


l' 


9  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  1 29.  r  See  the  London  Ga- 

zette, No.  2749.  whereby  it  appears,  that  fir  Ralph  DelavaVs 
fquadron  confiited  of  fixteen  Englifti  and  Dutch  men  of  war, 
and  had  under  convoy  feventy  merchant  men,  richly  laden,. 
See  alfo  Burchet,  Coluinna  roiliata,  &c. 


1 


1   f 


(  m 


^ 


^ 


•t  '■ 


i/f  .^ 


^ 


6?. 


NAVAL    HISTORT 


the  Frtncb  might  reap  by  the  divifion  of  fuch  confiderabld 
Iquadrons  from  our  fleet,  his  firft  care  was  to  write  to 
couit  on  this  rubjc(St,  and  to  defiret  that  a  certain  place 
might  be  fixed  for  their  conjundtion,  and  that  timely  no* 
ticc  might  be  given  to  all  perfons  concerned.     In  return  to 
this,  he  had  orders  fent  him  to  cruize  between  cape  La 
Jiogui  and  the  ifle  of  Wight,  till  the  fquadrons  fhould  join 
bim,  though  he  had  propofed  the  jundtion  flioi  Id  be  made 
off  Beachy-Hiad,     However,  he  obeyed  his  oid  rs  p.s  foon 
as  he  received  them>  and  plyed  it  down  through  the  fands, 
with  a  very  fcanty  wind,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many 
of  his  officers,  and  all  the  pilots,  who  were  againft  hazard- 
ing fo  great  a  fleet  in  fo  dangerous  an  attempt  i  and  yet  to 
this  bold  ftroke  of  the  admiral's,  which  was  his  own,  was 
owing  all  his  following  fuccefs.     On  the  eighth   the  fleet 
came  fafeofFof  Rye^  and  that  night  the  admiral  Tent  to  the 
Dutch  admiral  to  weigh  and  make  fail  after  him,  that  no 
time  might  be  lofl ;  and  he  alfo  fent  a  f^uadron  of  fmall 
fhips  to  look  for  fir  Ralph  Delaval,  being  in  great  pain 
till  the  whole  confederate  fleet  was  in  a  body.     On  the 
eleventh  of  May  he  failed  from  Rye  bay  for  St.  Helens^ 
where,  in  two  days  time,  he  was  joined  by  fir  Ralph  De- 
lava/  and  rear-admiral   Carter,    with   their   fquadrons  *. 
While  they  lay  here,  the  admiral  received  a  letter  from  the 
carl  of  Nottingham,  as  fecretary  of  ftate,  written  by  queen 
Mary*s  dirt^iflion,  wherein  he  was  informed,  that  a  fcan- 
dalous  and  ^nalicious  report  was  Tpread^  as  if  fome  of  the 
officers  of  their  majefties  fleet  were  difafFedled,  or  not  hearty 
in  their  fervice  ;  and  that  her  majefty  had  thereupon  or- 
dered the  difcharge  of  many  of  them  from  their  employ- 
ments :  but  her  majefty  charged  the  admiral  to  acquaint 


•  Burchet's  naval  hifiory,  p.  464. 
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his  officers,  that  (he  was  fatlsficd  this  report  was  raifed  by 
the  enemies  of  the  government,  and  that  flic  rcpofed  fo  en- 
tire a  confidence  in  their  fidelity,  that  flic  had  refolved  not 
to  difplace  fo  much  as  one  of  them.  Upon  this,  the  flag- 
officers  and  captains  drew  up  a  .cry  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs, 
dated  from  on  board  the  Britannia  at  St.  Helens^  May  the 
fifteenth,  1692,  which  was  the  fame  day  tranfmitced  to 
court,  and  on  the  next  prefentcd  by  the  lords  of  the  jid' 
miralty  to  her  majefty,  who  was  pleafcd  to  make  this  wife 
and  gracious  apfwer,  which  was  publifhed  that  night  in  the 
Gazette.  1  ahvays  had  this  opinion  of  the  commanders  j  but 
I  am  glad  this  is  come  to  fatisfy  others  '. 

When  all  the  (hips,  £ nglijh  ind  Dutchy  were  come 
together,  the  admiral  propofed,  that  a  fmall  detachment  of 
fix  or  eight  frigates,  might  hover  about  the  coaft  of  Nor^ 
mandy  i  that  at  the  fame  time,  the  forces  intended  for  a 
defcent,  (hould  embark,  and  be  landed  at  St.  Makes,  and 
the  grand  fleet  lie  weftward  of  that  place,  in  order  to  pro- 
teft  them  from  the  enemy.  This  propofition  being  in  part 
approved,  he  deuched  fix  light  fhips  to  gain  intelligence  ; 
and  it  being  left  to  him  to  proceed  as  a  council  of  war 
(hould  advife,  he,  on  the  eighteenth  of  May,  failed  for 
the  coaft  of  France,  The  next  day,  about  three  in  the 
morning,  the  fcouts,  weftward  of  the  fleet,  fired  fwivel 
guns  J  and  being  in  a  (hort  time  in  fight,  made  the  fignal 
of  difcovering  the  enemy.  Immediately  orders  were  given 
for  drawing  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  the  fignal  was  made 
ibr  the  rear  of  the  fleet  to  tack,  in  order  to  engage  the 

fooner, 

'  I  give,  in  feme  refpefts,  a  different  account  of  this  affair 
from  what  the  reader  will  meet  with  in  Burchet,  and  the  reft  of 
our  hiftorians.  But  then  I  do  this  from  the  Gazette  itfelf. 
No.  2767,  wherein  the  rcafons  1  have  afligned,  are  exprefly 
jnentioned. 
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foonek,  if  the  Frtnch  had  flood  to  the  northward.  A 
little  after  four,  the  (ijn  difperfing  the  fog,  the  enemy  were 
tun  ftanding  fouthward.  The  admiral  upon  this  canfed 
the  fignal  for  the  rear  to  tack  to  be  taken  in,  and  bore 
away  with  hit  (hip  fo  far  leeward,  as  that  each  fhip  in  the 
fleet  might  fetch  his  wake,  and  th?n  he  brought  to,  and  lay 
by,  with  his  fore-top.fail  to  the  mail,  that  fo  others  might 
have  the  better  opportunity  of  placing  themfeives  according 
to  the  manner  formerly  dire£led  on  fuch  an  occafion  u. 

Th  e  confederate  fleet  was  in  good  order  by  eight,  hav- 
ing the  Dutch  fquadron  in  the  van,  the  Rid  in  the  centre, 

and 

•  Burchct's  memoirs,  p.  1 38,  1 39.    It  will  be  proper  to  give 
the  reader  here,  an  abftrad  of  the  force  of  the  refpedive  fleets. 

The    RED   SQUADRON. 


Rates 
5  Firft 
3  Second 
lb  Third 
7  Fourth 

Men 

3*835 
1,800 

6,400 

1,860 

Guns 

500 

270 

1,100 

350 

31  >3»895  2»22o 

The  right  honourable  Edward  Russel,  efq;  admiral,  com- 

mander  in  chief* 

/  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  vice-admiral. 
Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  rear  admiral. 

The  BLUE  SQUADRON. 

Rates                  Men  Gunt 

1  Firft                    780  100 

7  Second             4*^55  636 

7,740  1,270 

1,500  304 


18 
6 


Third 
Fourth 


2,310 


32  14,675 

Sir  John  Ashby,  admiral. 
George  RooKE,  efq;  vice-admiral. 
Richard  Carter,  efq;  rear-admiral. 


THE 
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and  the  Blut  in  the  rear.  About  ten  the  French  fleet  bore 
down  upon  them  with  great  refolution.  About  half  an 
hour  after  eleven  count  Tourville,  in  the  Royal  Sun^  brought 
to,  and  began  the  fight  with  admiral  RuJ/ii,  being  within 
three  quarters  musket- (hot.  He  plyed  his  guns  very  warmly 
till  one,  but  then  began  to  tow  off  in  great  diforder,  his 
rigging,  fails,  and  top-fail-yards  being  very  much  wounded 
About  two  the  wind  fliifted  ;  fo  that  five  of  the  enemy's 
Biue  fquadron  pofled  themfclves,  three  a- head,  and  two 
a-ftern  of  their  admiral,  and  fired  very  briskly  till  after 
three.  The  admiral  and  his  two  feconds,  Mr.  Churchill 
and  Mr.  Aylmer^  had  all  thefe  (hips  to  deal  with.  There 
was  fo  thick  a  fog  about  four,  that  the  enemy  could  not 
be  feen  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  cleared  up,  the  French  admiral 
was  difcovered  towing  away  northward  j  upon  which  the 
Vol.  III.  E  admiral 

The   DUTCH    S  QJU  A  D  R  O  N. 


Rates 

9  Firft 

lo  Second 

9  Third 

8  Fourth 


Men 

3.766 
2.925 

1,845 


36  13,051 

Admiral  Allemondb 
Vice-admiral  Callsmbergh. 
Rear-admiral  Vandergoes. 


Guns 

796 

772 

640 

406 

2,614 


f 


The   FRENCH  FLEET. 

The  VAN. 
26  Ships  from  90  to  60  guns. 

The  CENTER. 
25  Ships  from  104  to  54  guns. 

The  REAR. 
1 2  Ships  from  94  to  54  guns. 

So  that  admiral  Ruffel  had  99  (hips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  and  count  Tourvillf  but  63,  fomc  of  which  were 
detached  at  the  time  of  the  a^ion. 
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admiral  followed  him,  and  made  the  ilgnal  for  chafing: 
While  this  paHld  between  the  admirals,  fir  Clouiejlty  Shovil 
was  got  to  the  windward  of  count  Tmrville**  fquadron,  and 
engaged  them ;  but  the  fog  growing  darker  than  before, 
they  were  foroed  to  anchor  :  and  about  this  time  it  waa 
that  captain  (fome  lifts  call  him  colonel)  Haflings^  in  the 
Sandwichy  waa  killed,  driving  through  thofe  (hjpsofthe 
enemy,  by  rcafon  his  anchors  were  not  clear.     The  wea- 
ther clearing  up  a  little,  the  French  followed  their  flying 
admiral,  and  the  Englijh  chafed  the  beft  they  could.     A- 
bout  eight  in  the  evening  it  grew  foggy  again,  and  part  of 
the  Englijh  Blue  fquadron  having  fallen  in  with  the  enemy, 
engaged  about  half  an  hour,  till  they,  having  loft  four 
{hips,  bore  away  for  Cunguet-Road  w.     In  this  (hort  a£lion 
rear-admiral  Carter  was  Jcilled,  whofe  laft  words  efFc£lu- 
ally  confuted  ihe  bafc  reportb  fpread  to  blemifh  his  reputa- 
tion }  for,  finding  himfclf  mortally  wounded,  he  recom* 
mended  it  to  captain  f^right,  who  commanded  his  (hip, 
♦o  fight  her  as  long  as  (he  could  fwim  *. 

The  twentieth  of  Ahy  proved  fo  dark  and  foggy,  that 
it  was  eight  o'clock  before  the  Dutch  difcovered  the  enemy; 
and  then  the  whole  fleet  began  to  chafe,  the  French  crowd- 
ing away  weftward.  About  four  in  the  afteraoon  both 
fleets  anchored  :  about  ten  they  weighed  again ;  and  about 
twelve  admiral  Rujel'a  fore-top- maft  came  by  the  board  y. 

2  On 


^  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  139,  140,  141.  Kcnnet,  Burnet,  Old- 
mixon,  Columna  roftrata.  »  The  manner  of  his  death 

Ihews  how  falfe  the  afperfion  was,  that  he  had  taken  10,000 
pounds  to  fire  upon  the  French  only  with  powder,  who  were  to 
return  thj  lliic,  ?,nd  then  he  was  to  go  over  to  them  with  his 
fquadron.  As  he  certainly  died  like  a  man  of  honour,  it  is  but 
j  ufl  to  bcliev  e,  that  he  was  ftrjdUy  fuch  while  he  lived,  y  Bur- 
chet's  memoirs,  p.  143. 
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On  the.  twenty- fecond,  about  feven  in  the  morning, 
the  Etfglijh  fleet  continued  the  chace  with  all  the  fuccefs 
they  cotild  defire  ;  about  eleven  the  French  admiral  ran 
efhore,  and  cut  her  mafts  away  :  upon  this  her  two  feconds 
plyed  up  to  her,  and  other  (hips  Segan  to  hover  about 
them  }  upon  which  the  admiral  fent  to  fir  Ralph  DelavaU 
who  was  in  the  rear,  to  keep  with  him  a  flrength  fufficiitnt 
to  deftroy  thofc  {hips,  and  to  fend  the  reft,  that  were  un- 
der his  command,  to  join  the  body  of  the  fleet.  In  the 
evening,  a  preat  number  of  the  enemy's  (hips  were  fcen 
going  into  La  Hogue.  On  the  twenty-third  the  admiral 
fent  in  fir  George  Rooke^  with  fcveral  men  of  war,  fire-fhips^ 
and  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet,  to  deftroy  thcfc  fliips  in  the 
bay  of  La  Hogue.  On  their  entering,  it  was  perceived, 
that  there  were  thirteen  fail;  but  they  were  got  up  fohigh, 
that  none  but  the  fmall  frigates  could  do  any  fervice.  Sir 
George^  however,  was  refolved  to  execute  his  orders ;  and 
therefore  having  manned  his  boats,  he  went  in  perfon  to 
encourage  the  attempt,  burnt  fix  of  them  that  night,  and 
the  other  kvtn  the  next  morning,  together  with  a  great 
number  of  tranfport  (hips,  and  other  vefTels  laden  with 
ammunition.  One  would  think  this  was  a  remarkable 
piece  of  fervice  :  indeed  it  was  by  much  the  greateft  that 
happened  during  the  whole  afl^iir  ;  for  it  was  performed 
under  a  prodigious  Are  from  the  enemy's  battery  on  (horci 
and  within  fight  of  the  IriJJ)  camp,  and  with  the  lofb  only 
of  ten  men  «  :  yet  biftiop  Burntt,  by  an  odd  ftrokc,  either 
of  humour  or  negligence,  has  thought  fit  to  blame  fir 

E  2  George, 

*  It  appears  by  admiral  Allemonde^s  letter  to  the  States- 
general,  that  this  was  a  mdl  difUcult  and  dangerous  undertakiug, 
iiiui  his  ktccsr  was  diited  tji^e  very  morning  the  thing  wa:>  done  ; 
which  is  a  niuch  ftronser  proof  of  admiral  Rooke's  merit,  than 
if  it  had  been  written  oy  an  Engliih  admiral. 
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George^  as  if  he  had  not  been  inclined  to  fight.  Sir  John 
Jfjliby^  with  his  own  fquadron,  and  fome  Dutch  (hips, 
purfued  the  reft  of  the  French  fleet,  till  they  ran  through 
the  race  of  Alderney^  among  fuch  rocks  and  (hoals,  as  our 
pilots  were  abfolutely  againft  following  them  ;  for  which 
that  admiral  has  been  alfo  cenfured,  though  perhaps  with- 
out  caufe,  fince  fome  of  the  ableft  fei  nen  in  England  v/ere 
of  opinion,  that  there  could  not  be  a  more  defpcrate  un- 
dertaking, than  the  flight  of  the  French  (hips  through  that 
pafTage.  But  though  defpair  might  juftify  them,  yet  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  an  argument,  that  fir  John  AJhhy 
ought  to  have  followed  them  »,  The  following  original 
letter  will  fet  fome  other  circumftances  in  a  better  light, 
and  with  greater  weight  of  evidence  than  could  be  done 
otherwife. 

5/>  Ralph Delaval's/^/Z^r  to  the  ^^r/c/Nottingham. 
From  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign. 

1  Believe  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the 
twenty-firft  inftant,  admiral  ^z^^/ having  made  the 
fignal  for  the  fleet  to  cut  their  cables,  I  obferved  the  French 
to  be  forced  from  the  race  of  Alderney^  where  they  an- 
chored, to  the  eaft  ward ;  and  finding  that  fome  of  them 
endeavoured  for  the  bay  of  Cherburgh,  I  ftood  in  for  that 
place,  where  I  found  three  three-decked  (hips  of  the  enemy, 
but  fo  clofe  to  the  (hore,  and  within  fome  rocks,  that  it  was 
not  fafe  for  me  to  attempt  them  till  I  had  informed  myfelf 

of 

•  The  reader  will  be  fatisfied  of  this,  if  he  cafts  his  eye  upon 
a  fea -chart,  and  confiders  the  prodigious  rifque  the  French  ran, 
in  order  to  get  through  the  race  of  Alderney,  Thiscircuir- 
ftaiice  is  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  our  tar  fong  en  the 
vidory  of  La  Hogue,  which  ihews  what  the  feamen  thought 
of  it. 
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of  the  road,  they  being  hawled  into  ihoal  water.  I  im- 
mediately took  my  boats,  and  founded  within  gun-fliot  of 
them,  which  they  endeavoured  to  prevent  by  firing  at  us. 
i|Vnd  that  no  time  might  be  loft,  I  went  immediately  on 
board  the  St.  Albans^  where,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  feamen,  I  hoifted  my  flag,  and  having  ordered  the 
Rubyy  with  two  Hre-fbips,  to  attend  me,  I  flood  in  with 
them,  leaving  the  great  (hips  without,  as  drawing  too 
much  water.  But  coming  very  near,  they  galled  io  ex- 
treamly,  and  finding  the  five  ihips  could  not  get  in,  I 
judged  it  befl  to  retreat  without  (hot,  and  there  anchored, 
and  immediately  called  all  the  captains,  where  it  was  re- 
folved  to  attack  them  on  the  morning,  with  all  the  third 
and  fourth  rates,  and  fire-ihips.  But  after  having  drawn 
them  into  four  fathom  and  a  half  water,  I  found  we  could 
not  io  our  bufinefs,  the  water  being  fhoal.  Upon  wh''!h 
I  ordered  three  fire-fhips  to  prepare  themfelves  to  attempt 
the  burning  of  them ;  going  myfelf  with  all  the  barges 
and  tenders  to  take  them  up,  if  by  the  enemies  (hot  they 
f^iould  mifcarry.  Indeed  I  may  fay,^  and  I  hope  without 
vanity,  the  fervice ,  was  warm,  yet,  God  be  praifed,  fo 
elFedually  performed,  that  notwithftanding  all  their  (hot» 
both  from  their  (hips  and  fort,  two  of  our  fire-(hips  had 
good  fuccefs,  by  burning  two  of  them,  the  other,  by  an  un- 
fortunate (hot,  was  fet  on  fire,  being  juff  going  on  board 
the  enemy.  Indeed,  fo  brave  was  the  attempt,  that  I 
think  they  can  hardly  be  fufficiently  rewarded,  and  doubt 
not  but  their  majefties  will  do  them  right.  The  third 
Frmch  (hip  being  run  afhore,  and  obferving  the  people  on 
board  to  go  a(hore  by  boats  full,  I  ordered  the  St  Albans^ 
the  Refervey  and  others,  to  fire  upon  her,  judging  it  might 
caufe  them  to  quit  her.    And  after  having  battered  her 
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fome  tir:ie,  T  obferved  (he  made  no  refiftance,  I  took  aM 
the  boac'i  aimed,  and  went  on  board  her.  I  found  abun* 
dance  of  men  on  board,  and  feveral  wounded,  but  no  offi- 
cers :  and  having  cauft-t  all  the  people,  as  well  thofe  that 
were  grounded  as  others,  to  be  taken  out,  I  fet  her  on  fire; 
and  had  I  not  had  notice  by  my  fcouts,  that  thirty  (hips 
were  (landing  with  me,  had  fent  all  the  French  on  (hore, 
who  are  now  very  troublefome  to  me.  The  (hips  we  faw 
proved  to  be  (tr  John  JJhhy  and  the  Dutch,  coming  from 
the  weflward.  We  are  proceeding  together  to  the  eaft- 
ward  to  £<7  Uogue,  where  I  am  informed  three  or  four  of 
the  enemies  (hips  are,  and  if  fo,  I  hope  God  will  give  us 
good  fuccefs.  I  expe^  to  find  the  admiral  to-morrow, 
where  I  hope  to  hear  he  has  deftroyed  fome  of  the  enemies 
ibips,  having  left  him  in  chafe  of  them  laft  night,  (land- 
'ng  to  the  eaftward,  and  pretty  near  them,  as  I  judged. 
My  lord,  I  hope  you  will  excufe  me,  if  I  prefume  to  pray 
you  will  ufe  your  interefl;  with  the  queen,  that  a  reward 
may  be  given  to  the  three  captains  of  the  fire-fhips,  and 
feveral  of  the  others ;  for  greater  zeal  aiid  greater  bravery 
]  never  faw.  I  pray  your  excufb  for  being  thus  tedious 
and  thus  particular.  Pray  God  preferve  their  majefties, 
and  that  their  arms  may  be  ever  crowned  with  fuccefs  by 
fea  and  land,  fhsTll  be  the  prayers  and  endeavours  of,  ^c, 
Cberburgy  May  22,  1692. 

P.  S.  Captain  Heath  burnt  Tourville's  (hip  the  Royal 
Suny  which  was  the  moft  difficult ;  captain  Gremway  burnt 
the  other,  called  the  Conquerant,  The  JMrabU  was  burnt 
by  our  boats.  Optain  Fowlis  attempted  the  Royal  Sun^ 
but  w?.s  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemies  (hot,  yet  deferves  as 
well  as  the  others. 

It 
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It  is  very  remarkable,  chat  though  the  confederate  fleet 
was  near  double  to  that  of  the  French^  yet  (barce  half  of  it 
could  engage,  which  was  owing  to  the  original  difpofition 
of  the  fleet,  (by  which,  as  the  reader  may  remember,  the 
Blue  fquadron,  of  which  fir  George  Rooke  was  vice-admiral, 
was  dire6led  to  tack  northward,  and  to  the  weather)  not  at 
all  to  any  deficiency  in  that  admiral,  as  bifhop  Burnet 
alledges  •» :  yet  the  defeat  was  one  of  the  mofl  fignal  that 
ever  happened  at  fea.     Befides  the  Royal  Sun  of  i  lo  guns, 
the  French  loft  another  of  104,  one  of  90,  two  of  80, 
four  of  76,  four  of  60,  and  two  of  56  guns  c.     If,  indeed^ 
fir  John  Ajhhy  could  have  reached  thofc  that  took  fhelter  in 
St.  Maloesy  it  had,  in  a  good  meafure,  put  an  end  to  the 
French  power  at  fea.     As  it  was,  we  muft  acknowledge  it 
a  moft  glorious  vi£lory,  and  that  we  ought  to  pay  a  jufl 
tribute  of  praifc  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  who 
atchieved  it. 

We  find  this  aflair,  notwithflanding  all  the  ruinous 
confequences  that  attended  it,  treated  in  fuch  a  flile  hy  the 
French  writers,  as  to  appear  rather  a  vi£lory  than  a  dtf,  ' 
and  all  this  founded  on  the  fingle  circumftance  of  their  at- 
tacking the  Englijh  fleet  <*.  In  order  to  explain  this,  we 
muft  obferve,  that  count  Tourvi lie  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  take  this  ftep,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  which  were 
fo  exprefs,  that  they  did  not  leave  any  room  for  him  to 
exercife  his  judgment.  He  called  a  council  of  war,  indeed, 
the  night  before  the  engagement,  wherein  moft  of  the  ofH- 
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*>  See  his  hiftory  of  his  own  tynes,  vol  ii.  p.  93.  ^  Buf- 

chet^s  memoirs,  p.  146.  Kennct,  Oldmixon,  Columna  rollrata, 
&c.  A  Hifloire  militaire  de  Louis  XIV.  torn.  ii.  p.  583. 

Journal  hiftorique  de  .Louis  XIV.  par  P.  Daniel,  p.  164. 
Hiftoire  de  milice  Fran^oife,  torn.  ii.  p.  491.  Memoirs  de 
Forbin,  &c. 
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cers  gave  their  opinions,  that,  confidering  the  fuperiority 
of  the  confederate  fleet,  and  the  fituation  themfelves  were 
in,  it  was  moft  prudent  to  avoid  fighting.     Upon  this, 
after  declaring  his  own  fentiments  to  be  the  fame  with 
theirs,  he  produced  the  king's  orders,  which  appeared  to 
be  fo  precife  for  fighting  the  Englijh,  whether  ftrong  or 
V  ^ak,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  obey  them  ^» 
Several  reaf^Dns  have  been  aifigned  for  the  French  king's 
giving  fuch  orders,  and  amongft  thefe  the  mofl  probable 
is,  that  he  was  miflaken  as  to  the  flrength  of  both  Beets. 
'  As  to  his  own,  he  looked  upon  it  as  certain,  that  count 
d'E^rees,  with  his  fquadron,  would  have  joined  the  fleetn 
before  any  opportunity  offered  of  fighting  5  and  that  count 
Tourville's  line  of  battle  lliould  have  confided  of  fixty-fix 
ftiips  at  leafl.     He  was,  however,  deceii'ed  in  both :  count 
dEftrees  met  with  fuch  bad  weather  in  pafling  the  flreights 
of  Gibraltar^  that,  notwithilanding  all  the  pains  he  could 
take,  liis  fquadron  did  not  arrive  at  La  Hogue  till  after  the 
battle  J  and  though  there  were  at  that  time  fixty-fix  French 
men  of  war  at  fea,  yet  from  the  detachments  made  for  par- 
ticular fervices,  count  Tourville  had  but  forty-four  actually 
under  his  command,  when  he  took  this  refolution  to  fight  f- 
On  the  other  fide  it  was  prefumed,  that  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  fleets  could  not  have  joined  fb  early  j  and  that,  if 
they  had,  ftill  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  unite  with 
their  two  great  fquadrons  then  at  fea,  before  the  junflion 
of  the  French  fleets.     In  this  too,  the  king's  forefight  failed 
him ;  but  then  it  was  owing  to  that  i)old  flroke  of  admiral 

■ Rujfel 

e  Hiftoire  militaire.  In  all  probability  count  Tourville  called 
this  council  of  war  to  juftify  himfelf  in  refpcft  to  the  fenfe  in 


vvhich  he  underflood  the  king's  orders. 


f  P.  Daniel,  M. 


de  Quincy,  and  indeed  all  the  foreign  writers  in  general  agree 
in  this. 
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Rujfd  beforementioned,  by  which  he  joined  the  Dutch 
fquadron  ten  days  fooner  than  he  could  have  done,  if  he 
had  taken  his  pilot's  advice  s.  There  is  yet  another  cir- 
cumftance  mentioned  by  French  authors,  as  fuppofed  by 
fome  to  have  been  a  reafon  for  the  king's  orders  ;  and  it  is 
this,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Englijh  fleet  were  ex* 
pe£^ed  to  defert  j  from  which  it  is  pretended  they  werr  de- 
terred, by  finding  count  TcurviUt  (o  weak  K  As  thefe 
very  authors  treat  this  ftory  as  a  calumny,  there  feems  to 
be  the  lefs  reafon  for  my  refuting  it :  yet,  fince  it  may  be 
done  in  very  few  words,  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  this  is 
abfoiutely  contradi6led  by  another  circumftance,  in  which 
both  our  writers  and  theirs  agree,  viz.  that,  upon  the 
jun£^ion  of  our  fleet,  the  French  king  fent  two  orders,  by 
different  routs,  to  count  Tourville,  to  forbid  his  fighting 
for  that  reafon :  but  the  mafter  of  a  fmall  veflel,  which 
carried  one>  was  taken  off  cape  Barfieur  by  captain  Wyville^ 
before  he  could  join  the  French  fleet ;  and  the  other,  which 
came  over  land,  was  too  late  by  feveral  days*.  This, 
however,  plainly  proves,  that  king  Lewis  did  not  depend 
upon  the  defertion  of  the  Englijh  fleet,  but  upon  their  not 
joining  the  Dutch, 

After  a  particular  account  of  the  flrft  day's  engage- 
ment, the  marcjuis  de  ^incy  proceeds  thus.  <<  As  to  the 
<'  advantage  gained  in  this  fight,  it  muft  be  allowed  us, 
*^  that  count  TourviUe  did  not  lofe  fo  much  as  a  (hip ;  nor 
*'  had  he  any  that  were  difabled:  while,  on  the  other 
<'  hand,  the  enemy  loft  two;  one  funk  and  the  other 
<*  difabled.  The  reft  of  their  (hips  were  as  ill  treated  as 
^ '  "  his 

S  Burchet's  naval  hiflory,  p.  467.  I  have  likewife  had  the 
fame  confirmed  to  me  by  officers  who  ferved  on  board  the  fleet, 
H  Hifloire  militaire  ubi  fupra.  i  Burcbet's  memoirs,  p.. 

468.  and  the  French  author  Jaftcited: 
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**  his,  befides  their  fptfndkg  a1)undafnce  of  firc-fliips,  with- 
^  out  any  cfft&.    Thus,  in  fpighc  of  the  prodigious  in- 
«*  equality  of  the  fleets,  the  fuccefs  was  at  leaft  equal  in 
'*  the  firft  day's  engagement :  it  is  true,  it  happened  other- 
'*  wife  in  the  fucceeding  days ;  in  which,  however,  there 
*'  felt  out  nothing  that  ought  to  tarnifli  the  reputation  of 
**  France  at  Sea  ;   fince,  while  there  remaiued  any  room 
•*  for  courage  to  exert  itfelf,  they  not  only  aded  gallantry 
^  in  their  own  defence,  but  made  themfelves  refpe£ted  by 
^*  their  enemies.     What  afterwards  followed,  was  the  ef- 
^^  it&.  of  unforefeen  accidents,    and  inevitable  misfor- 
^*  tJr-sV    Yet  after  this  fine  flourifli,  the  marquis  fairly 
If6nteii&^  the  French  fl'ags  ran  fur  it,  and  that  their  other 
fhips  did  the  beft  they  could  to  follow  them ;  but  partly 
t'/irough  the  want  of  fafe  ports  on  their  own  coafts,  and 
partly  through  the  vigorous  purfuit  of  the  Englijh^  they 
Were  burnt  and  deflroyed  in  the  manner  before  related  K 
Keither  doth  this  writer,  or  any  other  of  the  French  hi- 
fior'^r^s,  pretend  to  diminiih  their  own  lofsy  or  to  fay,  that 
our  admirals  did  not  do  their  duty.    On  the  contrary,  they 
afcribe  the  fafe  retreat  of  part  of  their  (hips  into  the  road  of 
St.  Mabesy  to  their  lucky  paiTage  through  that  dangerous 
ftreight  which  I  have  before  mentioned  m. 

When  admiral  Rupl  was  fatisfied,  that  the  grand 
fleet  could  not  do  any  further  fervice  againft  the  French,  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  their  circumfliances  confidered,  he 
refolved  to  return  to  St.  Helens^  as  well  to  refit  the  veffels 
that  were  damaged  in  the  late  fight,  as  to  obtain  a  fupply  of 
provifions  and  ammunition.    This  dcfign  he  executed  very 

happily. 
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k  Hiftoire  militaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  587.  But  all  thw  mttll  be- 
pwned  extremely  modeft  to  father  DiMiieFs  account.  ^  Hi- 

ftoire militaire.   P.  Daniel,  &c.  «  Burchet,  Kennet, 

Columna  rollrata. 
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happily,  fince  he  had  fcarce  left  the  Fnnch  coaft,  before  (he 
weather  became  (o  tempeftuous,  that  his  heavy  (hips  mud 
have  fuffered  exceedingly ;  and  fuch  as  had  foft  their  majlts, 
would  probably  have  periflied.  Yet  this  meafurc,  fu  pru- 
dent in  itfelf,  and  fo  happy  in  its  event,  has  been  cenfurt ', 
as  if  the  admiral  had  ihewn  too  great  eagernefs  to  be  nt 
home,  and  too  little  care  to  profecute  his  victory  **.  How- 
ever, before  he  took  this  ftep,  he  left  fir  John  Ajhhy  with 
twelve  Englijh  (hips,  and  three  fire-(hips,  in  conjunction 
with  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  like  force,  conmianded  by  vice- 
tdmital  Callemhtrg  #ith  orders  to  fail  to  Htmrt  dt  Grace^ 
and  to  endeavour  the  deftru£lion  of  fo  many  of  the  French 
fleet  as  had  taken  (heltcr  there  v>^ich  fervice,  indeed, 
they  did  not  perform,  the  enemy's  utt  'on,  and  the  flformy 
weather,  rendering  it  alcogeiht  ^  !  -np^adicable  <>.  So  that 
to  blame  the  admiral  for  noi  e.*^afing  the  fleet,  when  it 
was  impoiTible  for  him  to  hayr  done  any  thing,  is  to  jQiiew  a 
difpofition  of  finding  fault  at  ..le  expence  of  the  nation's 
f  ifety,  (ince  fucceeding  commanders  are  not  like  to  ufe  their 
jadgments  freely,  when  they  find  their  predeceflbrs  fufFer  in 
reputation,  for  doing  what  prudence,  and  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  the  fleet,  dire^ed.  The  true  reafon,  or  rather  the 
principal  reafon,  which  influenced  admiral  Rujfel  on  this 
occafion,  was  his  defire  to  make  the  mofl  of  his  victory,  by 
immediately  taking  on  board  the  troops  intended  for  a  de- 
(cent,  and  carrying  them  over  with  all  podible  expedition, 
to  the  coaft  of  France  p. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  give  any  tolerable  account  pf  this  de- 
toit,  fince  neither  our  public  hiftorians,  nor  the  writers 
of  private  memoirs,  have  been  able  to  leave  us  any  certain 
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fcheme  of  this  dcfign,  farther  than  that  it  was  to  be  a  de- 
fcent  on  the  Fnnch  coaft,  in  order  to  alarm  and  diftra^ 
that  nation.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  both  we  and  the 
Dutch  feemed  to  have  \CTy  great  conHJence  in  this  expedi* 
tion,  which  was  provided  for  at  a  vaft  expence,  and  in 
order  to  which  a  promotion  of  officers  was  made  on  pur- 
pofe.  At  ill  ft,  feveral  regiments  of  horfe  were  intended  to 
have  been  fent ;  but  at  laft  thefe  were  reduced  to  fifty 
liorfe,  and  two  hundred  dragoons  %  It  is  evident  enough 
from  his  condu£^,  that  admiral  Rujfel^z&  not  in  the  fecr«t 
of  this  deflgn,  if  indeed  there  was  any  fuch  fecret ;  but 
knew  in  general  only,  that  thefe  troops  were  Jefigned  to 
land  in  France^  and  therefore  he  thought  this  the  mod 
proper  opportunity  for  executing  the  proje6^,  be  it  what  it 
would.  This  was  his  great  motive  for  returning  to  the 
Ef^lijh  coaft ;  and,  to  be  fure,  he  a£ied  therein  with 
great  judgment  and  prudence.  In  his  pafTage,  however> 
he  met  with  very  rough  weather;  and,  on  his  arrival, 
with  a  very  great  difappointment :  for,  inftead  of  finding 
fhe  troops  ready  to  embark,  and  himfelf  furnifhed  with 
orders  and  inftrudions  for  the  execution  of  the  enterprize> 
he  was  informed,  by  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  that 
no  certain  refolution  was  as  yet  taken  in  what  fervice  toem> 
ploy  them  -,  but  that  this  was  left  to  be  fettled  by  a  general 
council  of  land  and  feaofficers,  whe  \  the  fleet  and  the 
tranfports  (hould  be  joined  r.  The  plain  fource  of  all  this 
confufion  was,  that  the  minifters  of  ftate  were  unwilling 
to  take  upon  themfelves  the  dire<^ion  of  an  affair  which 
they  were  apprehenfive  would  mifcarry,  but  were  willing 

ta 
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io  put  it  upon  the  land  and  fea-ofHcers,  that  they  alone 
might  remain  accountable  for  whatever  happened. 

At  laft,  very  late  in  the  month  of  July,  the  tranfport?* 
with  the  forces  on  board,  joined  the  fleet ;  and  on  the  28th 
of  the  fame  month,  a  council  of  war  was  held  on  board 
the  Breda,  where  the  fchemes,  or  rather  hints,  of  the  mi- 
niftry  were  ferioufly  confidcred,  and  upon  the  whole,  re- 
folved  to  be  impracticable  f.    The  admiral,  hov;cvcr,  fent 

^ fir 

f  We  have  this  in  Burchet  from  the  ori^ir.al  ;  and  as  it  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  for  the  perked  underftanding  this  part  of 
the  hiftory,  I  fhall  lay  it  before  the  reader. 

At  a  council  of  war,  held  on  board  the  Breda,  the  28th  of 
July,  prefent,  flag  officers,  the  right  honourable  Edward  Ruf- 
ifel,  admiral ;  fir  Ralph  Delaval,  vice  admiral  of  the  red ; 
George  Rooke,  cfq;  vice  admiral  of  the  blue  ;  fir  Cloudefley 
Shovel,  rear-admiral  of  the  red  ;  David  Mitchell,  efq;  firlt 
captain  to  the  admiral. 

Dutch.  Admiral  Allemonde  ;  vice-admiral  Callemberg  ; 
rear-admiral  Vandergoes  ;  rear-admiral  Evertzen  ;  rear-admi- 
ral Muys. 

General  and  field  officers.  His  grace  the  duke  of  Lcinfter, 
lieutenant-jeneral  of  all  the  forces ;  earl  of  Galway  ;  fir  Henry 
Bellafife  ;  monfieur  de  la  Melonierc  ;  fir  David  Collier  ;  co- 
lonel Beveride  ;  monfieur  de  Cambon ;  colonel  Sclvvin ;  carl 
of  Argyll. 

The  refolutions  they  came  to,  follow.     **  The  matter  of 
**  burning  the  Ihips  at  St.  Maloes,  being  maturely  confidered, 
**  vice-admiral  Rooke,  and   vice-admiral  Callemberg,   (who 
were  lately   fent  with  a  fquadron  of  fhips  before  that  port) 
reprefenting  the  great  difficulty  of  carrying  the  Ihips  in  there, 
by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  rocks,  and  the  rapidity  of  the 
tides  ;  and  the  pilots  refufing  to  condudl  any  frigates,  or 
**  fire  Ihips  into  the  harbour,  becaufe  the  marks  might  be  re- 
**  moved  j  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  flag-officers,  that  it  was 
"  not  praiUcable  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  enemy's  fliips 
'*  at  Stt  Maloes,  with  any  part  of  the  fleet,  until  the  town  it- 
"  felf  could  be  fo  far  reduced  by  the  land  forces,  as  that  fliips 
**  might  not  receive  any  gr.eat  annoyance  from  the  enemies 
"  guns  in  the  attempc  ;  and  the  general  and  field  officers  of 
"  the  army,  were  of  opinion,  that  die  troops  could  not  do  any 
**  fervice  at  that  place,  without  the  afliftanceofthe  fleet. 
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dr  John  Afl)hy  with  a  flout  (quadron,  to  endeavour,  if  pof. 
fible,  to  intercept  the  Frtnch  fleet,  which  was  tstty  day 
expected  to  fail  from  St.  Maktt  to  Brtft ;  and  aa  foon  as 
this  was  done,  the  admiral,  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  anil 
the  tranfports,  failed  for  La  Hague.  Secretary  Burchet  feemi 
to  fay,  that  in  his  paflage  he  received  orders  from  the 
queen  to  return,  and  that  in  obedience  to  thefe  orders,  he 
came  back  in  a  few  days  to  St.  HtUns  t.  Yet  there  is  fome- 
thing  very  improbable  in  this,  if  we  confider,  that  as  foon 
as  an  expref?,  difpatched  by  the  duke  of  Le'mjltry  arrived  at 
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**  It  was  then  confidered,  whether  it  was  feafible  to  make 
any  ittcmpt  on  the  enemy's  fhips  at  Breft ;  and  althouzh  the 
**  flag  ofHcers  were  of  opinion,  that  an  attempt  might  b« 
**  made  there,  with  feme  hopes  of  fuccefs,  if  the  fummer  had 
"  not  been  fo  far  fpent ;  yet,  ronfidering  the  winter  was  ap- 
"  proacbing,  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to  attack  the  enemy's 
"  mips  in  that  port,  fmcc  the  fleet  might  be  expofed  to  very 
"  great  inconveniencies,  fhould  they  be  wind  bound  near  that 
place  :  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  general  and  fleld-oflicers 
of  the  army,  that  they  fliould  not  be  able  to  do  any  fervice 
**  there  againtt  the  enemy,  unlefs  they  could  be  protefted  by 
'*  the  fleet.  The  flag  oflicers,  likewife,  thought  it  not  fafe 
•'  for  the  fleet  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  enemy  at  Roch- 
*•  fort ;  the  feafon  of  the  year  being  fo  far  fpent,  and  the  place 
**  itfclf  lying  fo  deep  in  the  bayv 

"  It  was  in  the  next  place  confidered,  whether  the  fleet 
**  might  lie  with  fafety  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  to  proted 
**  the  army  in  an  attempt  either  at  Havre  de  Grace,  la  Hogue, 
**  or  any  place  thereabouts  :  and  the  flag  oflicers  judged,  that 
'*  it  might  lie  with  fafety  on  that  coafl,  until  towards  the  end 
"  of  the  next  month,  iu  cafe  their  majeilies  fervice  flu>uld 
**  require  it." 
The  flags  came  alfo  to  the  following  feoarate  refolution. 
"  That,  flnce  the  tranfport  Ihips  with  the  land  forces  were 
*•  come  to  the  fleet,  in  order  to  try  what  might  be  done  againft 
*'  the  enemy,  either  at  St.  Maloes,  Breft,  or  Rochefort,  it 
was  their  opinion,  that  fomcthing  might  have  been  attempt;ed, 
with  probability  of  fuccefs,  were  not  the  feafon  of  tbeyiear 
fo  far  fpent  as  not  to  admit  of  the  fleets  going  with  fafety 
♦*  thither."  t  Naval  hiftory,  p.  476, 
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jyhitthall  with  this  news,  the  queen  fent  down  to  the  fleet 
the  marquis  of  Carmarthtn^  then  iord-prefulent  of  the  coun- 
cil, the  carl  of  Divnjbirt  lord-fteward,  the  carl  of  Dorj4$ 
lord-chamberlain,  the  earls  of  Nottingham  «nd  Rochtjitr^ 
and  the  lords  Sidmy  and  CornviaUisy  to  icnow  the  reafon  of 
their  return,  and  to  take  proper  meafures  for  their  putting 
to  fea  again  immediately  u.  TheH:  lords,  on  their  arrival, 
found  all  the  t:  oops,  except  two  regiments,  on  ix>ard,  and 
the  fleet  wind-bound.  Every  body  then  expcded  that  the 
troops  would  re-imbark,  and  at  la*!  they  did  fo;  but  in- 
ftead  of  proceeding  to  Francty  they  failed,  under  the  efcort 
of  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  part  to  OJltnd^  and  part  to 
Newport,  There  were  two  hundred  and  iotty  tranfport 
[hips,  fix  or  fcven  thoufahd  men,  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  ammunition  of  all  torts,  and  wha/tever  Teemed  requifitc 
for  executing  a  great  defign,  though  fo  little  came  of  it^. 

One  cannot  wonder,  that  on  fo  flagrant  a  roifcarriage 
as  this,  the  mouths  of  all  the  world  were  opened.  The 
Englijh^  who  are  not  very  famous  for  their  ^atieoce  on  fucb 
occafions,  made  no  difliculty  of  faying,  that  the  nation  wai 
plundered  and  abufed,  and  that,  after  immenfe  Turns  were 
drawn  out  of  the  people's  pockets,  by  the  moil  grievour 
and  bucdenfome  taxes,  they  were  idly  fquandered  away  in 
chimerical  piojeds.  The  Dutch  fcrupled  not  to  exclaim 
againft  the  treachery  of  the  king's  counfellors,  and  to  affirm^ 
that  every  thing  that  was  tranfadled  at  London^  was  fo 
fpeedily  betrayed  to  the  French  court,  that  it  was  in  vain  to 
hope  any  fuccefs  from  defigns  concerted  there.  The 
French^  according  to  their  ufual  manner,  exulted  ftrangel/ 

on 
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on  their  deliverance,  and  attributed  to  the  wifdom  and 
power  of  Lewis  XIV,  what  was  the  pure  cffe<ft  of  crofs  ac- 
cidents and  party-refentments  >.  I  muft  not,  however, 
forget,  that  fome  refined  politicians  pretended,  that  this 
fiheme  had  its  t^^&. ;  that  king  Ifiliiam  intended  no  more 
than  alarming  the  French  court,  and  obliging  them  to  keep 
great  bodies  of  men  conftantly  on  their  coafts,  and  to  be  at 
a  vaft  expence  to  watch  the  motion  of  this  fmall  body  of 
troops,  which  gave  his  majefty  the  greater  liberty  of  adling 
in  Flanders,  Yet  this  appears  ftrangely  improbable,  if  we 
confide r  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  St.  Helens ^  fince,  if  this 
had  been  the  defign,  it  would  certainly  have  proceeded  di- 
it&\y  to  OJiend.  Others  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  n- 
tention  of  the  court  was  to  have  landed  the  forces  at  port 
St.  SebajVtans,  but  when  the  orders  were  opened  at  fea,  all 
the  admirals  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  utterly  impradi- 
cable.  The  refolutions  of  the  council  of  war  (hew,  that  this 
conjecture  was  groundlefs.  The  bottom  of  the  bufmefs  was 
a  defign  upon  Breji ;  which  might  have  been  executed,  if 
the  tranfports  had  been  ready,  as  the  admiral  advifed,  in 
Mayy,  It  is  certain  therefore,  wherever  the  fault  lay  it 
was  not  in  him. 

Af  T  £  R  the  fending  thcfc  troops  into  Flanders^  the  great 
ihips  were  ordered  about  to  Chatham,  and  the  fleet  divided 
into  fquadrons,  as  was  judged  moft  convenient  for  the  fer- 
vice :  and  thus  ended  the  public  tranfadlions  of  this  year  z. 
It  may  not,  however,  be  amifs,  before  we  fpeak  of  the 
parliamentary  enquiry  into  themiftakcs  in  the  management 
of  the  navy,  to  mention  one  or  two  extraordiinary  exploits 

at 
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at  fea,  though  of  a  private  nature  j  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
otherwife,  things  of  this  Icind,  though  very  worthy  of  re- 
membrance^  muft  naturally  fink  into  oblivion. 
,    On  the  24th  of  Fthruary^  a  French  privateer  took  a  fmall 
(hip  called,  the  Friends  Adventure^  belonging  to  the  port 
of  Exeter  \   and    on  the  zgrh,  captain  Fitxgerald^  who 
commanded  the  privateer,  took  out  of  her,  the  mafter  and 
five  of  his  men,  leaving  none  on  board  but  the  mate,  Ri" 
birt  Lyde  of  Topjham,  a  man  of  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
and  John  ffright^  a  boy  of  fixtcen,  with  feven  Frenchmen^ 
who  had  orders  to  navigate  the  (hip  to  St.  Alaloes,     But 
when  they  were  off  cape  la  Hogue^  a  ftrong  fouth-eaft  wind 
drove  them  from  th^  French  ztiz^\  upon  which  the  man 
and  boy,  on  the  'fixth  of  March^  took  their  opportunity, 
when  ^wo  of  the  Frenchmen  were  at  the  pump,  one  at  the 
helm,  one  on  the  forecaftle,  and  three  fleeping  in   their 
cabbins,  to  attack  them.     The  mate,  with  an  iron  crow, 
killed  one  of  the  men  at  the  pump,  and  knocked  down  the 
other  at  one  blow :  the  boy,  at  the  fame  inftant,  knocked 
down  the  man  on  the  forecaftle,  and  then  they  fecured  and 
bound  the  man  at  the  helm.    One  of  the  Frenchmen^  run. 
ning  up  from  between  decks,  to  the  a/Iiftance  of  his  com- 
panions, was  wounded  by   the  mate  ;  but  the  two  others, 
coming  to  his  relief,  feized,  and  had  like  to  have  fecured 
him,  if  the  boy  had  not  come  up  briskly  to  his  aflTiftance, , 
and  after  a  fharp  ftruggle,  killed  one,  and  gave  the  other 
quarter.     Having   thus  made  themfelves  makers  of  the 
(hip,  they  out  the  two,  who  were  di fabled  by  their  wounds, 
;nto  bed,    ordered  a  third  to  look   after    thsm,    and  fe- 
cured them  between  decks ;  one  they  kept  bound  in  the 
fleeragc,  and  mudc  uie  of  ihe  remaining  man  to  navigate 
•     VyL.  III.  F  •  tb^ 
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the  veiTel,  v*bich,  on  the  9th  of  Marchy  they  brought  (afe- 
ly  into  Top/bam^  with  five  prifoners  on  board  >. 

About  the  fame  time,  one  captain  Richard  Griffith^ 
and  his  boy,  John  C^damn,,  recovered  their  floop  called, 
the  tryaly  from  five  Fnnchmen^  put  on  board  them  by  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war,  and  having  wounded  three,  and 
forced  all  five  do^^n  into  the  hold,  brought  the  veflel,  with 
their  prifoners,  fafe  into  Falmouth  ^  Thefe,  thofe  ftrohg 
teftimonies  of  prodigious  firmnefs  of  mind,  and  daring  refo- 
lution,  yet  at  the  fame  time  (hew,  how  much  our  trade 
was  expofed  to  the  Frtnch  privateers ;  and,  indeed,  it  muft 
be  confefled,  that  it  fuffered  far  lefs  in  the  preceding  year, 
when  the  Frtnch  were  mafters  at  Tea,  than  in  this,  when 
their  grand  fleet  was  blocked  up  in  their  ports  c. 

This  circumftance  of  our  loflng  fo  many  (hips,  after 
fo  great  a  vidory  at  fea,  excited  much  clamour,  efpecially 
among  the  merchants  j  though  the  reafons  affigned  for  it 
by  the  board  of  admiralty,  were  very  plaufible  at  leaft,  if 
not  fatisfaflory.  They  faid,  that  the  lo/s  the  French  fuf- 
tained  fo  early  in  the  year,  was  the  occafion  of  their  Teamen 
being  difmifled  the  king's  fervice,  and  fufFered  to  go  on 
board  privateers,  which  rendered  them  more  numerous, 
and  of  greater  force  than  ever  ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
our  keeping  fo  great  a  fleet  fo  long  at  fea,  rendered  it  im- 
poiTible  for  the  admiralty  to  furnifh  the  merchants  with 
proper  convoys,  at  the  ff  me  time  that  fo  large  a  number  of 
men  as  were  employed  on  board  the  navy,  forced  our  com- 
manders 

*  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.   2749.  ^  ^^  'he 

London  Gazette,  No.  2743.  c  This  we  find  very  ftrong- 

ly  infidcd  upon  by  biihop  Bur'  ;  hillor/  of  his  owntimei, 
vol.  ii.  p.  94. 
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itianders  of  merchant  (hips,  to  proceed  in  their  refped^ive 
voyages  worfe  manned  than  ufual  ^. 

Thf.  king  opened  the  feflfions  of  parliament  on  the 
fourth  of  Nwtmifery  in  which  he  took  notice  both  of  their 
great  fuccefs,  and  great  difappointments  at  fea,  which  gave 
occaiion  to  the  fubfcqucnt  enquiries.  On  the  eleventh  the 
houfe  of  commons  thanked  admiral  Rujfel  in  very  ilfong 
terms,  for  hi?  courage  and  conduct  in  the  affair  of  la  Hague ; 
but  this  did  not  prevent  a  warm  debate  on  account  of  the 
opportunities  that  were  faid  to  be  loft  after  that  fignal  vic- 
tory «.  The  admiral  furniflied  the  houfe  with  all  the  let- 
ters, papers,  and  inftru6tions»  that  were  necefTary  for  their 
information,  and  entered  into  a  large  account  of  the  whole 
affair.  Then  fir  John  AJhhy  was  examined  as  to  his  not 
executing  thw  orders  that  were  given  him  to  deftroy  the 
French  Oiips,  which  got  into  St.  Malots.  Sir  John  clear- 
ed himfclf  (o  handfomely,  and  fet  the  whole  matter  in 
fo  fair  a  light,  that  the  fpeaker,  by  order  of  the  houfe, 
took  notice  of  his  ingenious  bthaviour  at  the  bar,  which 
gave  fuch  fatisfadion,  that  he  was  difmifled  from  further 
attendance  f.  Then  the  buftnefsof  the  de'^  ;nt  was  fet  on 
foot,  which  was  alfo  thoroughly  explai'  1  by  the  admiral, 
who  (hewed,  that  there  were  no  leC  .an  twenty  days  in- 
tervened between  his  letter  to  the  rioi  Nottingham^  and 
his  lord(hip*s  anfwer.     The  houfe  of  lords  entered  alfo  into 

F  2  ail 


iSee  chandler's  debates  in  the  year  1692.  My  account  is 
taken  fiom  a  MS.  entitled,  Refleiftions  on  the  prefent  com- 
plaints    of   ill  management  at  fea.  cKeniiec,  Burner. 

Oldmixon,  life  of  king  William,  &c.  f  See  the  votes  of 

the  houfe  of  coiiunons.  Cliandler's  debates,  &c.  So  much 
cafier  it  is  to  fatisfy  une  of  the  houfe s  of  parliament,  than  to 
cfcape  a  critical  hiftorian. 
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an  examination  of  this  matter,  where  the  earl  of  Notting' 
ham  not  only  juftified  himfelf^  but  refle^d  very  fcvcrely 
upon  admiral  Ruffei ;  and  the  houfe  went  fo  far  into  his 
refentmentd,  that  at  a  conference  they  communicated  to 
the  commons  fome  papers  which  the  king,  at  that  lord's 
requeft,  had  dire£led  to  be  laid  before  them.  But  this  was 
fu  f^r  from  producing  the  deiired  efFeS,  that,  immediately 
on  the  reading  them,  the  commons  refclved,  that  admiral 
Rnjfely  in  his  command  of  the  fleet  during  the  laft  fum- 
mer's  expedition,  had  behaved  himfelf  with  fidelity,  cou- 
rage, and  conducts. 

In  thefe  debates  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  houfe,  that 
one  great  check  on  the  public  fervice,  was  the  want  of 
timely  and  fufEcient  fuppliea  j  to  remedy  which  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  they,  on  the  fecond  cf  December^  refolved, 
that  the  fum  of  1,926,516/.  be  granted  to  their  majefties 
ioT  the  charge  of  the  navy,  including  the  charge  of  the 
ordnance,  and  the  finilhing  their  rni'^ielVfes  naval  yard  at 
liamofe  near  Plymouth^  and  the  building  four  bomb-vefIels>^ 
and  eight  new  fhips  of  the  fourth  rate  K  They  likewife 
took  notice  of  admiral  Rujel^s  inveighing  againfl  the  want 
of  knowledge  in  il'a-affairs,  in  fuch  as  pretended  to  direct 
them,  and  therefore  a  motion  was  madC;  that  they  fhould 
come  to  a  reibUi'>«>a  of  addreffing  his  majefly,  to  conflitute 
a  bcrrd  ofat  >  ,  compofed  of  fuch  perfons  as  were  of 
known  experience  in  maritime  affairs  $  but  here  the  weight 
of  the  board,  as  it  then  flood,  fully  appeared,  by  its  paf- 
fing  in  the  negative  i.     Yet  to  fhew  their  diflaflc  of  the 

earl 


g  See  the  votes,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Sec.  *»  This  fhcws  a 

true  Britifh  fpirit ;  they  join  amendment  with  the  difcovery  of 
ibe  mifchief.  i  It  was  rightly  forcfcen,  that  a  lord  high 
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earl  of  Nottingham^  interfering  fo  much  in  maritime  af- 
fairs they  addrefTed  the  king,  that  for  the  future  all  or- 
ders for  the  management  of  the  fleet,  (hould  pafs  through 
the  hands  of  the  commiilioners  of  the  admirahy  K  But 
the  admiral's  victory  here  cod  him  too  high  a  price  ;  fur 
the  king,  conceiving  that  he  had  (hewn  a  much  greater 
concern  for  his  own  interefl-  <tnd  reputation,  than  for  his 
iervice,  refolved,  notwithftanding  the  great  things  he  had 
done,  to  lay  him  afide  for  the  prefcnt,,  and  employ  fuch  as 
might  make  his  affairs  go  eafy  -,  which  defign  was  executed 
foon  after,  though  with  very  indifferent  fuccefs  1. 

The  warmth  the  parliament  had  exprefled  in  providing 
for  the  fea-fervice,  joined  to  the  clamour  that  had  been 
raifcd  on  the  defeat  of  the  late  expedition,  obliged  the  king 
to  take  very  early  care  of  whaic^^er  related  to  the  affairs 
of  the  navy,  that  nothing  might  hinder  the  fending  a  flout 
fleet  to  Tea  in  the  beginning  of  the  fpring.  In  the  month 
pf  January^  therefore,  his  majelty  was  pleafed  to  make  a 
great  change  in  ths  command  of  the  fleet,  in  which  he 
was  fuppofcd  to  follow  chiefly  the  advice  of  the  earl  of 
J^ottingham,    Inftead  of  appointing  an  admiral  and  com- 

F  3  ma  der 

admiral  might  be  much  more  eafily  called  to  account  than  <•:•  is 
commiffioners  ;  becaufe,  whenever  the  latter  is  done,  the  con: 
milTioners  (if  they  have  feats  in  parliament)  mull  aft  Jigaiuft 
thcmfelves.  In  this  cafe,  the  grand  arp-  ncnt  againft  the  ad- 
drefs  was,  that  it  reflected  on  lus  majei  ^  judgment ;  and  lb 
regard  to  compliment,  got  the  better  of  cuncern  for  the  public. 
'^  This  addrefs  had  a  right  intention  ;  for  as  things  were  ma- 
naged before,  the  admiral  was  frequtntly  more  puzzled  to  un 
dcrlland  his  orders,  than  to  execute  them  :  and  whenever  dif- 
putes  arofe  about  them,  the  admiral  as  fure  to  fufFer  ;  for  the 
kcretary  intrenched  himfelf  behind  his  dired>ions,  fo  that  then? 
was  no  coming  at  him  but  through  the  council.  i  Bi(hrp 

Burnet  reprefents  the  king's  conduft  in  rhis  refpefl  in  its  rruc 
light,  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 
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manu  T  in  chief,  he  granted  a  commifiion  to  Henry  Killi- 
grew;  eiqj  fir  Ralph  Delaval^  and  fir  Ctaudejlej  Shovel^  to 
execute  that  ofHcc.  BiOiop  Burnttt  fays,  that  the  two  firft 
wore  thought  to  be  fo  much  in  king  Jamis\  intereft,  that 
it  was  believed  the  king  was  puttmg  the  fleet  into  the  hand^ 
of  fuch  as  would  betray  him  ;  for  though  no  exception  lay 
againft  Sharvely  yet  he  was  but  one  to  two  m.  Whether 
the  bifhop's  conjecture  was  well  grounded  or  not,  Lcannot 
pretend  to  determine ;  buj  the  event  very  fully  prpvi^d, 
thit  fuch  a  joint  commiifion  is  a  very  bad  expedient.  Soon 
after  his  majeily  made  George  Rooke,  cfq;  vice-admiral  of 
the  R(fd^  and  Matthew jtfimery  efq;  rear-admiral  of  that 
fquadron.  yokn  lord  Berkliyy  vice«admiral,  and  David 
Mitthelly  efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  Blue  \  and  thefe  promO' 
tions  were  declared  on  the  £igh:h  of  jP/^rvarjr  following. 
To  give  ftill  a  higlur  Proof  of  the  king's  concern  for;*ahd 
attention  to  this  neceiFary  part  of  the  public  ferv ice, .his 
majefty  focn  after  went  down  to  Port/mouth,  as  wdl  to 
view  the  ftate  of  the  place  and  its  fortifications,  as  to  exa- 
mine in  perfcn  into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  fieot 
which  was  then  there.  On  this  occafion  his  majefty  went 
on  board  the  fhip  where  vice-admiral  Rooke  Jiad  hoifled  his 
flag,  and  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  that 
adnii»al ;  after  which  he  returned  lO  London  very  well  fa- 
tiified  as  to  the  ftate  of  the  fleet  at  Spithead  ". 

Th  :  war  in  Vlandgrs  requiring  his  majefty 's  prefcnce 
early  in  the  fpring,  the  admirals  were  inftru£ted  to  r-nake 
all  poflible  difpatch  in  getting  out  the  fleet  to  fea,  to  en- 
deavour, if  poiTible,  to  block  up  the  enemy  in  their  ports, 
efpecially  in  Breft^  which  was  thought  very  practicable, 

and 

•-— ^•" '        '  ' " ' '  %,' 

m  See  his  hiftory  of  liisown  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  104.  "  See 

#!<■  memoirs  cf  fir  George  Rooke,  in  the  fourth  volame. 
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^  and  to  take  all  poflible  care  of  the  merchants.  In  order  to 
comply  with  the  Rrft  part  of  their  charge,  they  began  to 
take  half  the  Teamen  out  of  privateers  ',  but  this,  notwith* 
ftanding  the  pitfling  occafions  of  the  public,  and  the  great 
fcarcity  of  men,  was  thought '  fo  heavy  a  grievance,  and 
was  befides  fo  vifible  a  favour  to  the  enemy,  that  it  was 
difufed.  Then  five  regiments  of  foot  were  put  on  board, 
with  a  view  to  the  debarkment  at  Bre/i,  which  was  a 
fcheme  of  fome  of  the  land-admirals,  and  was  always 
thought  (what  it  afterwards  appeared  to  be)  by  the  ableft 
of  our  feamen,  a  very  dangerous,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
a  very  impra<Sicable  projedt.  Proviflons  running  fcarce,  a 
mefs  was  inc(eafed  from  four  to  fix  men ;  and  yet,  in 
fpight  of  all  thefe  contrivances,  they  were  not  able  to  form 
a  line  of  battle  at  St.  Helens,  till  the  feventh  of  May,  1693, 
wHtch  loft  them  the  opportunity  of  blocking  up  either  of 
the  French  fquadrons  o.  As  to  the  merchants,  their  com* 
plaints  grew  ftill  louder  than  ever :  fuch  as  were  concerned 
in  the  Levant  or  Mediterranean  trade,  had  their  fliips  lying 
waiting  for  a  convoy  many  months,  nay,  fome  above  a 

.  year  and  a  half;  and  the  excufes  they  received  from  the 
jidmiralty  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  judge  when  they  might  expe£l  a  convoy  j  for 
this,  they  were  told,  depended  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
board,  and  the  merchants  were  but  too  fenfible,^  they  had 
po  intelligence  at  all  P. 

F  4  When 

°  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  166,  167.  Kennet,  Burnet,  life  of 
king  William,  Oldmixon.  p  The  complaints  made  by  the 

merchants,  did  not  only  run  high,  but  were  extremely  well  fup- 
.  ported.  They  (hewed,  beyond  the  power  of  refutation,  the  folly 
of  fufferihg  ambition,  intereft,  or  intrigue,  to  prefer  unqualified 
jRien  to  that  board,  which  directed  the  naval  power  of  England  : 

and 
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W  H  E  M  the  Ertglljh  and  D«/r/b  fleets  joined,  they  made 
a  tormidable  appearance,  and  csety  body  expected  fume-, 
tiling  very  confiderable  would  be  performed  <i.  It  .appear-, 
ed,  however,  but  too  foon,  that  things  were  in  their  old 
condition  ;  that,  in  (hort,  the  admirals  had  not  prope^ 
orders  to  warrant  their  doing  any  thing  of  moment,  and 
were  too  much  divided  in  their  opinions,  to  undertake  any 
thing  of  thcmfeK'es.  In  (hort,  the  only  thing  they  could 
rcfolve  on  was,  that  fir  George  Rooke  (hould  command 
the  fqtiadron  appointed  to  convoy  the  Mediterrantan  fleet9 
and  that  in  cafe  they  had  no  exaiSi  intelligence  of  the  French 
fquadrons,  the.Heet  (hould  accompany  fix  George  into  a 
certain  latitude  r.     If  this  defign  had  been  executed  as  fbon* 

as 

and  yet  the  mifchief  was  nor,  in  truth  could  not,  be  amended  j 
becaufc  the  more  experienced  people,  who  had  been  long  in 
the  fervice,  were  thought  dilaftefted,  and  fo  it  was  feared  the 
remedy  might  have  proved  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  9  The 

line  of  battle  publifhed  here  and  in  Holland,  flood  thus : 


ENGLISH 

I. 

ir. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

Fire-fh] 

Vice  of  the  Blue 

0. 

3- 

?. 

I. 

0. 

0. 

3- 

Admiral  of  the  Blue 

2. 

I. 

5. 

I. 

0, 

I. 

3- 

Rear  of  the  Blue 

0. 

2. 

t. 

I. 

0. 

0. 

2. 

Rear  of  the  Red 

I. 

2. 

5. 

I. 

0. 

0. 

2. 

Commander  in  thi^f 

0- 

I. 

5- 

I. 

2. 

2. 

3- 

^ 

6. 

9' 

JZ 

5- 

2. 

3- 

13. 

In  all  51, 

DUTCH 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

Fire-fli 

Vice  admiral 

I. 

2. 

4- 

2.' 

0, 

Q. 

?. 

Admiral 

^1 

1. 

6. 

1. 

0. 

«• 

3- 

Vice  admiral 

3 

0. 

4. 

3- 

0. 

I. 

I. 

Jn  all  3 


0. 


14.    6.    o.    3. 


6, 


Burehet's  memoirs,  p.  i8|. 


ai 


hipa. 


OfKingWlLhlAU  III.         tg 

as  it  was  formed  and  talked  of,  it  had  been  honourable  for 
the  nation,  and  happy  for  the  merchants;  but  the  admirals 
vere  To  timorous  and  diffident  of  their  own  power,  that  it 
was  the  beginning  of  June  before  they  failed  ;  and  even 
then  they  had  no  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions,  but 
took  their  meafures  at  random.'  A  circumftance  not  rafh- 
ly  to  be  afTerted,  and  yet  too  important  to  be  concealed, 
when  fupported  by  undeniable  evidences  •. 

The  French,  on  the  other  hand,  aftcd  with  greater 
prudence  in  the  difpofition  of  their  naval  ftrength  this  year, 
than  they  had  done  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
In  order  to  repair  the  mighty  lofs  he  had  fuflained  at  La 
HigWf  the  French  king  bought  feveral  large  fhips,  and 
turned  them  into  men  c  l  vmr,  caufed  fuch  as  wanted  re^ 
pair  to  be  put,  during  the  winter,  into  a  condition  to  go 
to  fea ',  and  that  they  might  not  be  detained  for  want  of 
men,  he  fufpended  in  a  manner  the  whole  trade  of  France 
for  a  year,  by  forbidding  any  (hips  to  go  to  fea,  till  his  fqua- 
drons  were  manned  ;  laflly,  to  raife  the  fpiritsof  the  fea* 
men,  as  well  as  to  encourage  fuch  officers  as  had  done  their 
duty  in  the  laft  unlucky  engagement,  he  made  a  grand 
naval  promotion,  which  had  precifely  the  efFe<^  he  expe£l« 
cd  from  it,  and  excited  fuch  a  fpirit  of  diligence  and  emu- 
lation, as  is  eafier  to  be  conceived  than  defcribed  t.  The 
reader  will  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this,  when  he  is 
informed,  that  the  French  Heet  failed  from  the  ocean  for 
the  Mediterranean  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May,  in 
three  fquadrons,   confifting  all   together  of  feventy-one 
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•  Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon.  ftate-tra6ls  in  the  reign 
pf  king  William,  and  in  fhort,  all  the  memoirs  of  that  time, 
t  Hiftoire  militaire  de  Louis XIV.  torn.  ii.  p.  593,  705.  Me- 
inoirs  de  Fourbin,  P.  Daniel. 
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(hips  of  war,  befides  tenders,  bomb-vefleb,  and  fire>(hips ; 
fo  that  they  were  ^idualiy  on  the  coaft  of  Portugal^  before 
our  Smyrna  fleet  failed  „.  Alrooft  all  our  writers  agree, 
that  the  French  fleet  had  very  exadt  inulligence  from 
hence,  and  laid  their  fcheme  for  furprizing  this  rich  fleet 
very  early  in  the  winter,  I  cannot  find  any  thing  of  this 
^rt  in  the  Frtnch  writers  I  have  met  with ;  and  yet  they 
are  ready  enough  to  magnify  the  policy  of  their  court  upon 
other  occafions :  I  would  not,  however,  be  underftood  to 
difcredtt  what  our  authors  fay  on  this  fubjei^^,  fince  it  is 
very  probable  they  are  in  the  right,  and  the  Frtnchy  hifto. 
rians  might  either  want  proper  information,  or  think  it 
more  glorious  for  the  French  arms  to  let  this  treacherous 
correfpondence  pafs  in  rUence  w. 

The  Englijh  fttet  left  {iv George  Rookemih  the  Streight*i 
fquadron  on  the  fixth  of  June  in  the  evening,  about  fifty 
leagues  W.  S.  W.  of  Ujhant^  and  returned  to  take  up 
the  cruizers,  having  all  this  time  had  no  account  of  the 
enemy.  The  lords  of  the  Admiralty  at  home,  however, 
had  an  account  dire6lly  from  Portugal  of  M.  Tourville'i 
coming  into  Lagos-Bay^  between  cape  St.  Vincent  and 
ParOy  with  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fourteen  fail,  great 
and  fmall.  1  his  exceedingly  alarmed  the  government,  and 
advice  was  inflantiy  difpatched  to  the  fleet,  which  con^ 
lifted  now  of  fixty-nine  (hips  of  the  line  of  battle  x.  On 
the  twenty-third  of  June  z  council  'fwar  was  held  at 
Torbay^  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  bear  away  for  Lisbon 

dire^ly, 

»  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  1S3.  Hiftoire  militaire,  torn.  ii.  p. 
707.  w^  Thefe  points  are  fully  cleared  in  the  proceedings 

againft  Mr*  Abraham  Anfelm,  fecretair  to  the  admrrals  Kille- 
grew,  Delaval,  and  Shovel,  &c.  410.  1694.  «  Burchct, 

Kcnnet,  Burnet,  01dinixon>  life  of  kin^  Williafn. 
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dire£liy,  in  cafe  they  could  be  properly  victualled  ;  but,  to 
prevent  all  danger,  orders  were  immediately  difpatch'd  to 
fir  George  Roeke^  of  whicL  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
hereafter.  If  this  refolution  had  been  purAied,  and  the 
fleet  had  actually  failed  for  Lisl/an,  fomething  might  have 
been  done  worthy  of  the  EngUJh  nation.  But  upon  the 
firft  of  July  another  council  of  war  was  held,  in  which, 
though  the  queen's  orders  were  produced  for  their  execut* 
ing  what  themfelves  had  before  propofed,  yet  the  flzgs  came 
to  a  new  refolution,  which  was  to  fubmtt  it  to  her  ma* 
jefty,  whether,  if  the  French  fquadrons  were  joined,  and 
(houid  fail  north -about,  the  coafts  of  England  might  not 
be  expofed  to  fome  infult  during  their  abfence  y.  Thi 
was  doing  what  they  had  always  charged  the  council  with 
doing,  viz.  altering  their  fcheme  when  it  ought  to  be  put 
in  execution.  They  knew  well  enough,  that  a  hint  of 
the  coaft  being  in  danger,  would  be  fuificient  to  prevent 
their  quitting  it ;  and  this  was  certainly  what  they  now 
intended,  and  might  eafily  have  been  difcerned  to  be  what 
its  confequences  (hewed  it,  a  weak  and  ruinous  meafure  % 
which  expofed  fir  George  RooJte^  and  the  rich  fleet  under  his 
care,  to  be  attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  France,  while 
we  had  a  fuperior  fleet  riding,  to  no  purpofe  in  the  world, 
in  our  channel.  3ut  it  is  now  time  to  leave  it,  and  fpeak 
of  the  conduct  and  fortune  of  that  vice-admiral  on  this  cri- 
tical occafion. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  the  grand  fleet  quit- 
ted fir  George  Rooke  on  the  fixth  of  June ,  1693,  without 
having  at  that  time  any  certain  intelligence  either  of  the 
force  of  the  French  fquadrons,  or  where  they  were  failed  ; 
which  put  that  admiral  under  very  great  difficulties,  and 

therefore 

»  II  ■ '  ' '  II II  fii 

y  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  185. 
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therefore  we  cannot  wonder  that  he  exprefTed  fome  concern 
at  the  great  rifque  the  numerous  fleet  of  merchant-men 
under  his  convoy,  was  like  to  run  z.  It  is  true,  his  fqua* 
dron  was  very  ftrong,  confifting  of  no  lefs  than  twenty- 
three  men  of  war,  and  he  had  under  him  two  flag-officers 
of  great  courage  and  experience,  viz.  the  Dutch  vice-ad- 
miral Fand£rgoes,  and  rear«admiral  Hop/on.  But  then  the 
merchant-men  under  his  care  were  near  four  hundred, 
and  thefe  not  only  EngUJh  and  Dutck^  but  Danes^  Swedes ^ 
HamburgherSf  Flemings^  &c.  So  that  Qur  reputation  as  a 
maritime  power,  was  in  a  manner  flaked  for  their  fafety  \ 
When  he  left  the  fleet  he  had  a  very  fair  and  ftrong  gale 
ef  wind,  which  carried  him  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  prevented 
any  of  the  advice-boats,  fent  with  frefh  inftru£lions  we 
mentioned,  from  coming  up  With  him  ;  and  he  was  fa 
unlucky  to,  as  not  to  meet  with  any  (hips  at  fea  that  could 
give  him  notice  of  marihal  TourvilIe*s  fleet  being  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  In  this  fituation  of  things  he  purfued, 
as  was  his  duty,  his  inftru(£lions,  and  having  left  by  the 
way  the  vefTels  bound  for  Bilboa^  Lisbon,  St.  Ubes,  and 
other  places,  he  continued  his  courfe  fox  the  Streights  ^.     7 


■^■■W" 
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*  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  18^.     See  this  mr  ter  further  exr'» 
plained  in  our  memoirs  of  fir  George  Rooke.  a  Kennet,* 

Burchet,   Burnet,  and  the  State  of  Europe   for  July,    1693. 
i-  The  new  orders  fent  him,  were  to  this  purpofe  ;  that  in  cafe, 
he  was  obliged  to  go  into  the  river  of  Lilbon,  and  received 
certain  intelligence,  during    his  Itay  there,  that  the  Toulon 
fquadron  had  joined  the  reft  of  the  French  fleet,  and  were  to-' 
gether  gone  northward,  from  the  coafl:  of  Portugal,  he  fhould 
leave  a  proper  number  of  fhips,  hoth  Englifh  and  Putch,  tq 
proceed  up  the  flreights  with  the  Turky  fleet,  and  himfelf  re-' 
turn  with  the  reft,  .and  join  the  body  of  our  fleet  in  thefe  feas , 
and,  not  meeting  them  in  his  pafl'age,  to  make  the  port  of 
Plymouth,  and  there  expedl  further  order.    But  thefe  inftrucj- 

tion^ 
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'  On  the  fifteenth  of  June^  he  ordered  the  Lark^  a  fixth 
rate  man  of  war,  and  a  prime  failor,  to  ftrctch  a  head  of 
his  fcouts  in  Lagos-Bay,  to  get  what  intelh'gence  they 
could  of  the  enemy  ;  but)  through  fome  overfight  in  the 
captain,  this  was  not  properly  executed.  The  next  day 
the  fcouts  difcovered  two  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  and  engaged 
them  in  the  afternoon,  till  perceiving  eight  or  ten  fail  un- 
der the  cape,  they  thought  fit  to  quit  the  Frenchmen ,  to 
inform  the  admiral  of  what  they  had  feen.  Upon  this  a 
council  of  war  was  called,  in  which  the  admiral's  opinion, 
for  lying  by  till  the  enemy*s  ftrength  could  be  known,  was 
over-ruled  ^.  On  the  feventeenth,  about  break  of  day, 
ten  fail  oi  Frend'  men  of  war  were  difcovered,  with  fome 
fmall  (hips,  which  were  chafed  by  part  of  the  Englifn  fqua- 
dron,  and  a  fire-fhip  taken,  the  crew  of  which  poficively 
allerted,  that  the  whole  fquadron,  though  there  were  three 
Hags  amongft  them,  confiiled  of  no  more  than  fifteen  (hips 
of  the  line.  About  noon  the  falfity  of  trie  aflertion  was 
difcovered,  and  fir  George  Rooke  cafily  counted  eighty  fail 
of  men  of  war.  Sixteen  of  thefe  (amongft  which  were 
three  flags)  plied   up  to  the  Englijk  fquadron,  while  the 

vice- 


tions  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  him,  fmce  they  were  not  fent  till  the 
twenty-third,  and  he  fell  in  with  the  French  three  days  after- 
wards. Secretary  Burchet,  indeed,  fays,  rhey  were  fent  the 
third  of  June ;  but  his  own  account  fliews  that  to  be  impoffible, 
fince  he  owns,  that  fir  George  did  not  quit  the  grand  fleet,  till 
the  fixth.  c  This  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  caufe 

of  all  the  mifchief  that  afterwards  followed.  Indeed  the  ad- 
miral wasfo  fenfible  of  the  dangerous  confeauences  that  might 
attend  the  not  taking  this  ftep,  as  to  call  in  nve  or  fix  captains 
who  were  on  board  his  (hip  by  chance,  in  order  to  have  their 
opinionr,  j  and  they  agreeing  with  the  council  of  war,  he 
was  forced  to  fubmit  after  all,  dired^ly  contrary  to  hio  judg- 
zncnt. 
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vice-admiral  of  the  fyhite  flood  ofFto  fca,  that  he  might 
fall  in  among  the  merchant-ihips  <i. 

The  Dutch  vice*admiral,  about  three  o'clock,  fent  a 
n'^efTage  to  fir  George,  that  being  now  fenflble  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  French  fleet,  which  he  doubted  before,  as  well  as 
of  their  defign,  he  thought  it  abfolufely  necefTary  to  avoid 
fighting,  as  it  could  only  tend  to  their  abfolute  ruin.     At 
this  time  they  were  within  four  miles  of  the  enemy,  and 
it  was  the  fentiment  of  fir  George  himfelf,  that  they  werf 
too  far  advanced  to  think  of  retreating }  and  therefore, 
before  he  received  this  mefTage,  he  was  refolved  to  pufh  for 
ic ;  but  confidering  afterwards,  that,  if  the  Dutch  admiral 
liad  formed  a  right  judgment,  and  both  the  fquadron  and 
the  fleet  under  their  convoy  (hould  fufFer  greatly  by  this 
meafure,  the  blame  would  fall  entirely  on    hfmfelf,  he 
brought  to,  and  ftood  off  with  an  cafy  fail,  that  the  Dutch^ 
and  the  heavy  (hips,  might  work  up  to  the  windward. 
He  at  the  fame  time  fent  orders  to  the  fmall  (hips  that  were 
near  the  land,  and   therefore  not  likely  to  keep  up  with 
the  fleet,  to  ufe  their  utmofl;  endeavours  in  the  night  to  put 
into  the  neighbouring  ports  of  Faro^  St.  Lucar,  or  Cadi%, 
This  was  all  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  admiral  to  do, 
and  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  orders  were  extremely  well 
calculated  for  leflening^  as  much  as  poflible,  the  misfor- 
tune i  and  it  (hewed  great  prcfence  of  mind   in  lir  George 
Rooke^  to  provide  To  wifely  for  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the 
fleet,   when  himfelf,  and  thofe  about  him,  were  in  fuch 
imminent  danger «. 

The  admi.al  and  vice  admiral  of  the  B/ue,  with  about 
ten  fail  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  fetched  up  the  Englijh  fqua- 
dron 

d  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  1 89.  See  alfo  captain  Littleton's  letter 
in  the  State  of  Europe,  for  the  month  of  July,  1693.  •  Bur- 
chet,  Columna  rbftrala,  life  of  king  William. 
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dron  very  faft,  fo  that  about  fix  in  the  evening  they  came 
up  with  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  fome  merchant- 
Ihips  of  that  nation.  The  men  of  war  were  commanded 
by  the  captains  Schrher  and  Vander-Poel,  who  finding 
themfelves  under  the  wind,  and  therefore  in  no  probability 
of  efcaping,  tacked  in  for  the  ihore,  and  thereby  drew  the 
enemy  after  ithem,  which  faved  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  The 
Dutch  captains  made  a  moft  defperate  defence,  but  were 
at  la  ft  over- powered  by  numbers,  and  taken  f.  The  ad- 
miral ftood  off  all  night,  having  a  frefli  gale  at  N.  N.W. 
and  the  next  morning  found  fifty>four  fliips  about  him, 
among  which  were  only  two  Dutch^  and  one  Hamburgher, 
Five  fail  of  the  enemy's  ftiips  appeared  to  the  leeward,  and 
two  to  the  windward,  which  laft  dogged  him  all  day.  On 
the  nineteenth  fir  George  Rooke  fent  for  the  officers  of  the 
men  of  war  and  merchant- (hips  on  hoard,  in  order  to  get 
the  beft  account  he  could  of  the  ftate  they  were  in,  and 
to  concert  the  moft  proper  meafures  for  fecuring  the  re- 
mainder.    In  this  council  moft  of  the  ofHcers  prefent  were 

for 


^mm 


f  It  is  very  ftrange,  that  even  our  beft  hiftorians  fhould  be  fo 
inaccurate  as  to  their  dates.  According  to  Burchct,  this  en- 
gagement happened  on  the  eighteenth  of  June ;  according  to 
bimop  Kejnet)  it  muft  have  been  the  iixteenth.  One  would 
have  thought  the  former  moft  like  to  be  in  the  right,  on  account 
of  the  opportunities  given  him  by  his  office ;  and  the  rather  in 
this  particular,  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied  he  copied  fir  George 
Rooke's  narrative :  and  yet  he  is  abfolutelv  wrong,  as  appears, 
not  only  from  other  accounts,  but  from  hio  own  :  the  marquis 
de  Quincy  places  this  adlion  on  the  twenty-fev<  nth,  N.  S  that 
is  the  feventeenth,  and  it  muft  have  happened  upon  that  day, 
even  according  to  Burchet's  account ;  for  he  tells  us,  that  the 
day  after  the  engagement,  was  Sunday  ;  now  it  appears,  that 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  693,  fell  on  a  Sunday  j  coDlequently 
the  a£ti(Hi  muft  have  happened  on  the  fevemeenrh,  and  lo  in- 
deed, fir  George  Rookf's  original  account,  and  aJl  the  papers  of 
fihofe  times,  have  it. 
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for  going  either  to  Lisbon,  or  bearing  away  for  Irelandt 
The  admiraj,  however,  confidering  that  they  had  not 
water  enough  on  board  tq  enable  them  to  carry  the  laft 
mentioi.^d  fcheme  into  execution,  and  having  alfo  foms 
hopes  uf  meeting  with  part  of  his  fcattered  fleet  at  the  Ma^ 
deiratf  he  determined  to  fail  thither ;  which  he  accordingly 
performed  8. 

If  the  enemy  in  executing  this  defign  of  theirs,  had 
(hewed  the  fame  dexterity  as  in  contriving,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  how  any  part  of  the  fleet  of  merchant-mei^ 
could  have  been  faved.  But  whether  their  admirals  made 
a  wrong  difpofition,  or  whether  their  orders  were  but  in- 
differently obeyed,  certain  it  is,  that  they  did  not  ftrike 
near  fo  heavy  a  blow  as  they  might  have  done.  Yet  the 
mifchief  they  did  was  very  great,  and  feverely  felt  both  by 
the  Englijh  and  Dutch  trade.  According  to  fome  accounts, 
befides  four  of  the  largeft  Smyrna  (hips,  which  M.  Coetlogon 
burnt  or  funk  at  Gibraltar,  and  feven  which  he  took,  M. 
de  TourvtlU  and  the  count  d*Ejirees  took  two  Dutch  men 
gf  war,  burnt  a  rich  pinnace,  and  an  Englijh  man  of  war, 
took  twenty- nine  merchant-men,  and  defliroyed  about  fifty 
more  h.  The  value  of  the  cargoes,  and  the  men  of  war 
together,  might  amount  to  one  million  fterling,  or  there- 
abouts ;  whereas  the  French,  if  they  had  taken  the  whole 
fleet,  Cas,  confidering  their  prodigious  fuperiority,  they 
might  eafily  have  done)  muft  have  been  gainers  of 
upwards  of  four  millions.  As  it  was,  the  lofs  fell  very 
heavy  upon  us,  without  much  enriching  them  i. 

The 

8  Burchet,  Kennet,  life  of  king  William,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
li  Kennet,  Burnet  j  but  more  particularly  the  Prefent  State  of 
Europe,  for  the  year  1693.  *  I  ground  my  computation 

6n  the  account  given  by  the  Dutch  writers ;  for,  notwichiland- 

ing 
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'The  French  writers  treat  this  affair  as  one  of  the  mod 
glorious  adtions  ever  performed  by  their  arms  at  fea.  M, 
de  ^incy  gives  us  a  very  coHcife  account  of  t!  2  engage- 
ment, and  then  runs  into  a  long  detail  of  the  prizes  that 
were  taken,  and  of  the  rich  cargoes  with  which  they  were 
laden.  He  (eems  to  be  miftaken  in  many  circumftances ; 
particularly  in  reporting  our  fquadron  to  have  confifted  of 
twenty- feven  men  of  war,  and  thefe  too  he  makes  much 
larger  (hips  than  they  were.  Father  Daniel  informs  us, 
that  M.  Tourville  at  firft  apprehended  the  whole  confede- 
rate fleet  to  have  been  ready  to  attack  him  ;  and,  as  he 
had  not  yet  joined  count  d'EJirees^  he  thought  proper  to 
detach  twenty  fail  of  ftout  fhips  to  attack  the  EngliJIj,  in 
cafe  they  proved  the  Smyrna  fleet,  and  difpofed  the  reft  of 
his  (hips  in  the  beft  order  poflible  for  fupporting  them. 
This,  he  fays,  was  executed  fo  vigoroufly,  that  fixty  mer- 
chant-men were  burnt,  funk,  or  run  afliore,  and  twenty- 
feven  taken  K  The  accounts  publiihed  at  that  time,  ad- 
mit a  great  mifmanagement  in  the  French  commanders; 
fome  of  them  charge  it  upon  M.  Tourville^  others  on  M. 
Cabaret^.     The  truth  feems  to  be,  that   M.  TourvUU's 

Vol.  III.  G    .  orders 

Ing  the  noife  this  affair  made  in  England,  and  its  becoming  af- 
terwards, as  the  reader  will  find,  the  fubjcd  of  a  parliamentary 
enquiry;  yet  no  certain  or  exadl  account  was  ever  publilhtd   ' 
here.  ^  Thefe  accounts  are  to  be  found  in  the  Hiitoire 

Militaire,  torn.  ii.  p.  708.  and  in  the  hiftoire  de  la  milice  Franr 
^oife,  torn.  ii.  p.  492.  As  to  the  account  taken  from  the  me- 
moirs of  the  count  de  Fourbin,  upon  w)iich  fome  of  our  writers 
lay  a  great  ftrefs,  1  muft  confefs,  I  do  not  believe  it,  becaufe  I 
am  convinced  thofe  memoirs  are  not  genuine.  1 1  meet 

with  this  in  the  Gazettes  and  Journals  of  thofe  times,  which 
fay,  that  M.  Tourville  threw  the  blame  upon  Gabaret,  as  not 
punftually  obeying  his  orders ;  as  on  the  other  hand,  Gabaret 
charged  it  on  the  marihal,  as  not  ading  vigorouily  enough, 
■■   V    .^  ..  which 
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orders  for  ftrctching  out  to  Tea  at  the  beginning  of  the 
a£lion,  were  not  well  obeyed  j  and  that  the  prefling  (o 
liard  on  the  two  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  the  fliips  that  re* 
mained  with  them,  was  a  falfe  ftep  they  could  never  aftei- 
wards  recaveF.  In  order,  however,  to  bide  thefe  miilakes 
from  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  France^  and  to  magnify  the 
advantage  gained  to  the  utmoft,  a  pompous  account  was 
printed  at  Touhriy  full  of  very  extraordinary  circumftances, 
and  fwelling  the  lofs  of  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  to  the  a- 
mount  of  fixty  millions  of  livres  j  that  is,  to  about  three 
times  as  much  as  it  really  wasm.  The  modefty  and  im- 
partiality of  the  Dutch  accounts  of  this  unfortunate  affair^ 
deferve  particular  notice.  They  ftate  the  lofs  very  near  as 
high  as  the  beft  French  writers  -,  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
confcfs  it  had  been  much  greater,  but  for  the  prudence  of 
fir  Georgt  Rooh',  on  whofe  condudt  they  beftow  fuch 
praifes,  as  a  compleat  victory  would  fcarce  have  extorted 
from  his  countrymen.  I  a'Ts,  however,  inclined  to  think 
he  defer ved  them  j  becau  'n  biftiop  Burmt,  who  was 

no  great  friend  to  that  adr....4i,  does  not  pretend  to  fi^id  out 
one  wrong  ftep  in  this  whole  proceeding  n. 

But 


which  refledion  is  faid,  to  have  put  him  upon  e^fpofing  himfclf 
in  fuch  a  manner  at  Malaga,  as  had  like  to  have  coft  him 
his  life.  '»  An  extraiit  of  this  account  I  have  feen  and 

read ;  and  which,  though  calculated  o  do  honour  to  the  French, 
nation,  does  in  reality  much  more  to  the  Dutch  j  for  it  is  con- 
fefled,  that  eighteen  French  Ihips  had  much  ado  to  mailer  two 
of  the  States  men  of  war.  »  The  fieur  de  Mont,  who  thea 

wrote  a  political  journal  in  Holland,  gives  this  account  of  the 
matter.  *♦  This  is  certa  n,  that  they  miffed  the  greateft  part  of 
**  .the  convoy,  and  that  fir  George  Rooke,  upon  this  occafion^ 
*<  acquired  infinitely  more  honour,  than  thofe  who  commanded 
•*  the  French  fleet.  While  the  one,  though  unable  to  reiiil 
"  fuch  as  attacked  him  ia  the  oiidH  of  thrcatning  dangers,  b.^ 

,  ,         *'  his 
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But  the  confequences  of  this  engagement  were  no  lefs 
fatal  than  the  a£liun  itfclf  j  for  M.  Tourvil/e,  to  make 
amends  for  letting  fo  great  a  part  of  the  EngiiJIj  fleet  efcape, 
refolved  to  do  his  utmolt  to  take  or  dedroy  fuvh  (hips  as 
had  retired  into  the  Spanijh  ports.  With  this  view  he  came 
on  the  twentieth  of  July  before  Malaga^  and  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  governor,  that  he  had  no  defign  to  iojure  the 
town,  unlefs  they  attempted  to  defend  the  EngUjh  and 
Dutch  fhips ;  in  which  cafe  he  would  bombard  it.  The 
governor  anfwercd,  he  had  the  king  of  Spain* ^  orders  to 
prote£^  them,  and  he  would  do  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  pow- 
er. There  were  four  Dutch  fhips,  and  one  Engltjh  in  the 
mole,  which  he  attacjked  with  great  fury  o.  The  men  on 
board  the  (hips  made  a  long  and  gallant  defence,  efpecially 
.the  Union  frigate,  which  the  French  twice  attempted  to 
burn,  and  were  as  often  repulfed.  But,  when  it  appeared 
a  thing  impoflible  to  defend  the  (hips  any  longer  againfl  fa 
unequal  a  force,  the  matters  thought  proper  to  bore  holes 
and  fmk  them  p.  To  Cadiz  they  fent  a  fquadron  of  four- 
teen men  of  war  and  two  bomb-ketches,  and  foon  after 
followed  with  the  whole  fleet.  But  they  w«re  able  to 
efFeft  little  j  for  the  Engiijh  and  Dutch  (hips  immediately 
retired  out  of  the  road  into  the  port,  where  they  were  fo 
well  defended  by  the  cannon  of  the  place,  that  the  French 
were  forced  to  content  themfelvei  with  burning  two  (hips 
they  had  intercepted  in  the  road,  and  had  hindered  from 
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his  prudence,  dexterity,  and  courage,  faved  the  beft  part  of 
the  fleet  committed  to  his  charge,  at  a  time  that  others  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  deprived  by  the  fuperior  fliill  of  this 
'*  admiral,  of  a  booty,  which,  if  they  could  have  kept  it,  for- 
^*  tunc  put  into  their  hands."  «>  Burchet,  Kenner,  Old- 

mixon,  Quincy,  Daniel.  p  Some  have  condemned  this,  as 

done  too  haftily  ;  but  ^vithout  qucftion,  the  next  thirg  to  pre- 
ferving  a  ftiip  aud  cargo,  is  deftroying  it  iniime. 
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getting  in  with  the  reft  q.  At  Gibraltar^  after  an  obftlnatc 
defence,  fcveral  rich  fhips  were  burnt  and  funk,  together 
with  a  Dutch  man  of  war.  The  Snarquis  de  ^incy^  after 
relating  thefe  exploits  particularly,  tells  us,  that  marflial 
T'ourvllle  font  twenty- four  prizes  into  Toulon,  and  computes 
the  whole  lofs  at  thirty- fix  millions  of  livres,  or  there- 
abouts '.  It  is  now  time  to  return  to  admiral  Rooke,  and 
the  care  taken  by  him  of  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  of  mer- 
chant-men under  his  prote6tion. 

Wh  E  N  he  formed  a  refolution  of  going  to  the  Madeiras^ 
he  fent  home  the  Lark  man  of  war  with  the  news  of  his 
misfortune,  and  then  continued  his  courfe  for  thofe  iflands, 
where  he  found  at  his  arrival  the  Monk,  captain  Fairborne, 
and  no  other  (hip «.  After  taking  in  water,  and  what  elfc 
he  had  occafion  for  there,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  y««tf 
he  failed  ^qx  Ireland,  and  on  the  third  oi  Augujl,  1693,  he 
arrived  fafely  at  Cork,  with  about  fifty  fail  of  (hips  of  all 
forts  of  men  of  war  and  merchant-men  t.  Soon  after  his 
arrival,  he  received  orders  from  the  admirals,  to  fend  fix 


q  According  to  a  Spanifh  lift  printed  at  Seville,  the  fhips  pre- 
i'erved  here,  were  three  Englifh  men  of  war,  fixteen  merchant- 
men, two  Dutch  men  of  war,  eleven  merchant-ihips,  three 
Danes,  two  Hamburghers,  one  Swede,  one  Oftender,  and  one 
Venetian.  Burchet  reflefts,  notwithflanding  all  this,  on  the 
governor  of  Cadiz  j  but,  for  all  that  I  can  find,  without  any 
reafon  i  lor,  as  to  fending  M.  Tourville  fome  frelh  provifions 
for  his  own  table,  I  look  upon  it  as  an  acl  of  civility,  not  of 
treachery.  '  The  marquis  fleers  in  the  middle.     Marftial 

Tourville's  own  account  fays,  the  mafters  of  the  fhips  that  were 
'taken,  computed  the  lofs  at  twenty  millions ;  and  the  relation 
publifhed  by  authority  at  Toulon,  fpeaks  offixty  millions. 
,  Burchet's  memoirs.  » The  fieur  du  Mont,  in  his  memoir* 

for  the  month  of  Auguft,  1693,  fays,  fir  Qeorge  Rooke  arrived 
with  twelve  fail  of  Fnglilh  and  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  betsVeen 
i^rty  and  fifty  fail  of  merchant-fhips.  , 
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of  the  largeft  (hips  to  the  fleet,  and  to  go  with  the  reft  to 
Kin/ale.  Bur  'ir  Gf^r^^  conceiving  that  little  fcrvice  could 
be  expedled  from  the  latter,  becaufe  they  were  in  a  vet  y 
bad  condition,  chofe  therefore  to  fend  them  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  captain  Fairborne  to  Kin/ale,  and  went  in  perfon 
with  the  fix  men  of  war  to  the  fleet  «  ;  of  the  proceedings 
of  which,  from  the  time  of  fir  George  Ro»ie's  departure, 
we  are  next  to  fpeak,  though  that  is  both  a  difficult  and  un> 
plcafant  fubjedt.  *  -       .  - 

Th  e  flag-orficers  held  a  council  of  war  on  the  ninth  of 
yufyj  in  which  it  was  refolved  to  fail  forty  leagues  S.  W. 
of  UJJjant,  and  there  to  confider  what  would  be  the  next 
convenient  ftep  for  intercepting  the  enemy's  fleet  in  their 
return  from  the  Medit^irranean.  In  purfuance  of  this  re- 
folution,  they  put  to  fea  two  days  after  ;  but  were  fo  te)- 
ribly  ruffled  by  a  ftorm,  that  they  were  forced  to  put  into 
Torbay.  Upon  the  feventwntb,  the  wind  proving  fair, 
they  put  to  fea  again,  and  proceeded  to  their  intended  Na- 
tion, from  whence  they  fent  out  light  (hips  in  fearch  of  fir 
George  Rooke,  and  to  cruize  on  the  Spanijh  coaft,  in  order 
to  get  fome  intelligence  of  the  enemy.  The  former  car- 
ried the  orders,  we  have  before  mentioned,  to  the  admiral ; 
but  the  latter  were  not  fo  lucky  as  to  gain  any  light  inco 
the  proceedings  of  the  French  fleet  w.  While  things  were 
in  this  condition,  an  accident  happened  which  might  have 
been  attended  with  very  ill  confcquences.  Qur  fleet  had 
failed  when  they  were  very  indifferently  furnifhed  with 
provifions,  upon  a  promife  that  thefe  fhould  be  immedi- 
ately fent  after  them.  In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
Augupy  fifty  veflfels,  laden  with  provifions,  failed  from  the 
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river  of  thames  in  qucft  of  the  fleet,  under  the  convoy  of 
two  Englijhy  and  five  Dutch  men  of  war :  but  the  fleet  being 
forced  trom  their  ftation,  they  not  only  miiTed  them,  but 
loft  their  convoy.  They  met,  however,  with  fir  Georgi 
Rooke\  fquadron  in  its  pa(r^ge  from  Kin/ale,  and  he  brought 
them  fafe  to  the  fleet  on  the  fixtcenth  of  Jugu/i  x  ;  and  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame  month  they  had  orders  to  re- 
turn to  St.  Helen's^  where  they  put  the  four  regiments, 
that  had  been  on  board  the  whole  fummer,  on  fhore :  and 
then  tiie  fleet  was  difperfed,  having  done  as  htlle  for  the 
honour  of  the  ^/Jff/c/^  nation,  as  any  fleet  that  ever  was 

fitted  out  y. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  September,  1693,  fifteen  Dutch 
fhips  of  the  line  of  battle,  and  two  frigates,  were  ordered 
by  his  majefty  to  Holland ;  and  twenty-fix  men  of  war, 
and  fcven  iire-fhips,  were  affigned  for  the  winter  guard, 
which  it  was  then  thought  would  have  put  an  end  to  the 
military  operations  of  this  year ;  but  it  foon  after  appeared, 
that  there  was  yet  a  fccret  expedition  to  be  undertaken,  in 
order  to  foften  a  little  the  joy  of  the  French^  for  having 
taken  the  %yrwrt  fleet  z.  ,^^  . --^ ',,<..,  .  ^■,      ' 

On  the  thirteenth  oi  November,,  tommodore  Benbow,  in 
conjunction  with  captain  Phillips,  the  engineer,  with  a 
fquadron  of  twelve  men  of  war,  four  bombvefFels,  and 
ten  brigantines  and  well-boats,  fiiled  fey  St.  Maioes, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  fixtcenth,  artd  about  four  in  the 
afternoon  anchored  before  ,^ince-Fort,  Three  of  the 
bomb-veficls,   with  the  brigantines  and  v;cll- boats,  bore 

Jn, 

«Prefent  State  of  Europe,  memoirs  of  admiral  Rooke. 
y  Burchet,  Burnet,  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  Sec,  *  *  It  is  re- 
markable, that  this  is  not  (o  much  as  mentioned  by  fecretary 
Burchet. 
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in,  and  anchored  within  half  a  mile  of  th'*  town.     About 

^    eleven  they  began  to  fire,  and  continued  firing  till  four  in 

the  morning,  when  they  were  conftraincd  to  wrap,  to  pre 

-  vent  [▼rounding.  On  the  feventecnth  they  went  in  again, 
and  threw  feventy  bombs  that  day.  They  continued  fir- 
ing on  the  eighteenth,  but  with  frequent  intcrmifllons, 
which  made  the  inhabitants  believe  they  were  about  to 
withdraw  :  however,  they  landed  on  an  illand  near  the 
town,  and  burnt  a  convent.  On  the  nineteenth,  being 
Sunday  ^  ihcy  lay  ft  ill  till  the  evening,  when  by  the  favour 
of  a  frcfli  gale  of  wind,  a  ftrong  tide,  and  a  very  dark 
night,  they  fent  in  an  extraordinary  fire-fhipa,  of  about 
three  hundred  tons  burthen,  (which  the  French  will  have 

,  to  be  a  monftrous  machine)  and  which  was  intended  to 
have  reduced  the  town  toafhes;  and  indeed  would  have 
done  it,  but  for  an  unforefeen  accident,  for  fhe  ftruck 
'^  upcn  a  rocic,  within  piftol  fhot  of  the  place  where  they  in- 
■  tended  to  have  moored  her.  The  engineer,  who  was  on 
board,  did  all  he  could  to  get  her  cff,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
At  laft,  finding  the  vtflcl  begin  to  open,  and  fearing  fhe 

-  might  fink,  he  ftt  fire  to  her.  The  fea-water,  which  had 
penetrated  in  many  place?,  prevented  the  carcafTcs  from 
taking  fire.  The  explofion,  however,  was  terrible,  be- 
yond defcription  j  It  (hook  the  whole  town  like  an  earth- 
quake, broke  all  glafs  and  earthen- ware  for  three  leagues 
lound,  and  ftruck  off^  the  roofs  of  three  hundred  houfes. 
The  moft  extraordinary  thing  of  all  was  this,  that  the  cap- 
ftain  of  the  veiFel,  which  weighed  two  hundred  weight,  was 
carried  over  the  walls,  and  beat  a  houfe  it  fell  upon,  down 
to  the  ground  b.     The  greateft  part  of  the  walls  towards 

G  4       the 

•  I  take  thefe  particulars  from  commodore  Benbow's  account. 

t  The  French  writers  fay,  that  this  was  one  of  thofe  dreadful 
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the  fea  alfo  fell  down  9  and,  if  there  had  been  a  fufficientt 
number  of  land-iroops  on  board,  the  place  might  with  caftf 
have  been  taken  and  pillaged.  As  it  was,  they  demoli(hed 
§uince-Fort^  carried  ofF  eighty  prifoners,  and  frightned 
moft  of  the  people  out  of  the  town.  This  expedition  was 
well  timed,  and  well  executed.  It  ftrnck  a  panick  into 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Makes,  whence  the  moft  trouble- 
fome  of  the  French  privateers  were  fitted  out,  and  it  ferved 
to  awake  that  whole  nation  from  their  golden  dreams  of 
the  empire  of  the  fea,  by  (hewing  them  what  a  very  fmall 
fqnadion  of  EngliJIj  fhips  could  do,  when  commanded  by 
men  of  refolution  and  experience. 
.  The  king  returned  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  o^OSfober,  1693,  under  the  cfcorte  of  a  fmall  fqua- 
dronof  men  of  war,  commanded  by  rear-admiral  iM/<:^^/^ 
On  the  fixth  of  November  his  majefty  declared  his  refolu* 
tion  to  employ  admiral  Rujfel  the  next  year  at  fea.    On 

the 


machines  filled  infernals ;  which  the  Dutch  made  ufe  of  to  de- 
i*roy  the  bridge  over  the  Scheldt,  when  the  prince  of  Parma 
b^fiegt'd  Antwerp,  in  the  y^ar  1585.  The  reader  will  perceive 
by  the  following  defcription,  that  it  was  in  facl  a  fire  fhip, 
contrived  to  operate  when  moored,  clofe  to  the  town  walls.  It 
was  a  naw  fhip,  of  about  300,  or.  as  the  marquis  de  Quincy 
fays,  350  tons.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  were  100  barrels 
of  powder;  thefe  were  covered  with  pilch,  fulphur,  rofin,  tow, 
ftraw,  and  faggots ;  over  which  lay  beams,  bored  through  to 
give  air  to  the  fire ;  and  upon  thefe,  lay  300  carcafTes  filled 
with  grenadoes,  chain  fhot,  iron  bullets,  piflols  loaded,  and 
wrapc  in  lirmen  pitched,  broken  iron  t  irs,  and  the  bottoms  of 
glafs-hottles.  There  were  fix  holes,  or  mouths,  to  let  out  the 
flames,  which  were  fo  vehement,  as  to  confume  the  hardefl 
fubflar.ces  j  and  could  oe  checked  by  nothing,  but  the  pour- 
ing in  of  hot  water.  The  French  report,  that  the  engineer 
who  contrived  this  veffel,  was  blown  up  in  her;  becaufe  they 
found  the  body  of  a  man,  well  drefled,  upon  the  fhore,  and  in 
bis  pocket  book  a  journal  of  the  expedition.  He  was,  how- 
ever, only  a  mate. to  one  of  the  veflels.  jg 
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the  feventh  the  parliament  met,  and  his  i«iajefty  opened 
the  feflions  with  a  fpeech  which  began  thus.  '<  I  am  al- 
*'  ways  glad  to  meet  you  herej  and  I  could  heartily  wiflr. 
^<  tl^at  our  fatisfa^^ion  were  not  lefTened  at  prefent,  by  re- 
«^  fle6ling  upon  the  difadvantagcs  we  have  received  this 
''  year  at  land,  and  the  mifcarriages  in  our  affairs  at  Tea. 
'*  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  the  former  was  only  occa- 
•'  fioned  by  the  great  number  of  our  enemies,  which  cac- 
**  ceeded  ours  in  all  places.  For  what  relates  to  the  latter, 
<'  which  has  brought  fo  great  a  difgrace  upon  the  nation,  I 
have  relented  it  extremely  *=  j  and,  as  I  will  take  care  that 
thofe  who  have  not  done  their  duty  (hall  be  puniflied^ 
*'  fo  I  am  refolved  to  ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours  that  our 
**  power  at  fea  may  be  rightly  managed  for  the  future. 
*'  And  it  may  well  deferve  your  confideration,  whether 
**  we  are  not  defective  both  in  the  number  of  our  fliipping, 
^*  and  in  proper  pores  to  the  weftward  for  the  better  an- 
"  noying  our  enemies,  and  protecting  Qur  tradp,  whici:  is 
**  fo  efiential  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom."  Upon  this 
the  hou^e  of  commons  came  unanimouOy  to  a  refolution, 

that 

c  There  had  been  an  enquiry  fet  on  foot  before  the  council, 
as  appears  from  the  following  notice,  printed  in  the  London- 
Gazette,  Oftober  25th,  1693. 

'  "  Whereas  a  report  has  been  raifed,  and  fpread,  by  Henry 
**  Killegrew,  efq;  fir  Ralph  Delaval,  and  fir  Cloudefley  Shovel, 
**  admirals  of  their  majefties  fleet,  that  the  right  honourable 
the  lord  vifcount  Falkland,  one  of  the  lords  of  their  majefties 
moft  honourable  privy  council,  (he  was  alfo  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty)  did,  upon  reading  a  paper  at  the  board,  ftifle 
fomething  that  was  material  to  their  juftification ;  the  lords 
**  of  the  council,  having  confidered  and  examined  into  the 
"  matter,  are  fatisfied,  and  do  declare,  that  the  report  is  falfe 
*'  and  fcandalous.  Although  upon  examination,  it  did  alfo 
*\  appear,  that  fomething  happened,  which  might  miflead  the 
"!  admirals  into  that  error.  And  it  is  ordered  in  cOunOil,  that 
this  be  printed  in  the  Gazette.'^ 
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that  they  would  fupport  their  majcfties  and  their  govern- 
ment, enquire  into  the  mifcarriages  of  the  fleet  in  the  pre- 
ceding fumnier,  andconfider  of  all  poifible  ways  and  means 
for  conferving  the  trade  of  the  nation. 

The  houfe  cf  commons,  to  (hew  they  'vere  in  earned, 
examined  all  tJie  admirals  ftridlly,  particularly  fir  George 
Rooke^  though  he  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  fpeak, 
and  withal  fo  lame  of  the  gout,  that  a  chair  was  fet  for  him 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  On  the  feventeenth  oi  November 
they  came  to  a  refolution,  *'  That,  upon  examination  of 
*'  the  mifcarriages  of  the  fleet,  this  houfe  is  of  opinion, 
^'  that  there  hath  been  a  notorious  and  treacherous  mifma- 
*'  nagement  in  that  affair."  Yet  afterwards  a  negative 
was  put  on  a  refolution,  to  cenfure  the  admiral's  com- 
manding in  chief ;  and  fo  by  degrees,  after  much  noife  and 
clamour,  the  matter  blew  over.  Two  circumftanccs  con- 
tributed principally  to  their  fafety ;  the  firft  was,  that  it 
could  not  be  made  clear  to  the  houfe,  that  the  admirals 
had  information  of  the  Breji  fquadron's  putting  to  fea  on 
the  eleventh  of  May^  though  it  wa3  evident  that  fuch  ad- 
vice had  been  given  to  the  privy-council :  the  feccnd^  that 
the  lord  Falkland,  who  was  very  a<Slive  in  this  profecution 
of  the  admirals,  fell  under  the  difpleafurc  of  the  houfe,  for 
very  indirect  practices  in  relation  to  the  navy  ;  which  gave 
the  more  offence,  becaufe  he  was  at  that  time  firfl  com- 
miflloner  of  the  Admiralty,  Upon  the  whole^  regard  to 
truth  obliges  me  to  fay,  tha  \  there  was  enougii  cone  m  this 
affair  to  irritate  and  inflame,  and  very  little  to  calm  or 
fatisfy  the  nation  j  which  laft,  however,  oughr:  to  be  the 
end  of  all  parliamentary  enquiries  d.  But, 


^  What  biftiop  Burnet  fays  on  this  fubje£l,  is  fo  concife,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  ftrong,  and  to  the  purpoib,  that  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  lay  it  before  the  reader,  for  his  further  in- 
forijiation,  *•  The 
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But,  notwithftanding  the  admirab  efcaped,  yet  many 
things  were  laid  open  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  re- 
fle£led  extremely  on  the  management  of  the  navy.  It  ap- 
peared, particularly,  that  the  fum  of  1,036,415/.  was 
due  for  feamen's  wages.  This  ftruck  the  houfe  with  afti.- 
nidiment,  and  accounted  at  the  fame  time  very  fully  for* 
the  bacicwardnefs  of  the  Tailors  in  entering  into  the  public 
fervice.     To  provide  a  remedy  for  fo  great  an  evil,  and  to 
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"  The  enquiry  into  the  conduft  at  fea,  particularly  witU 
relation  to  the  Smyrna  fleet,  took  up  much  time,  and  held 
loi.g.  Great  exceptions  were  taken  to  the  many  delays^ 
by  which,  it  feemed,  a  train  was  laid,  that  they  Ihould  not 
get  out  of  our  ports,  till  the  French  were  ready  to  lie  in  their 
way  and  intercept  them.  Our  want  of  intelligence  was 
much  complained  of :  the  inflrudlions  that  the  admirals  wha 
commanded  the  fleet  had  received  from  the  cabinet-council, 
were  thought  ill  given,  and  yet  worfe  executed.  Their  or- 
ders feemed  weakly  drawn,  ambiguous,  and  defective  :  nor 
had  they  fliewed  any  zeal  in  doing  more  than  ftriftly  to 
obey  fuch  orders :  they  had  very  cautioufly  kept  within 
them,  and  had  been  very  careful  never  to  exceed  them  in  a 
tittlt.  They  had  ufed  no  diligence  to  g.;t  certain  informa- 
tion concerning  the  French  fleet,  whether  it  was  ftill  in  Brell, 
or  had  failed  out.  But  in  that  important  matter,  they  had 
trufted  general  and  uncertain  reports  too  eafily.  Nor  had 
they  failed  far  enough  with  Rooke  to  fee  him  paft  danger. 
To  al)  this,  their  anfwer  was,  that  they  had  obferved  their 
orders ;  they  had  reafon  to  think  the  French  were  ftill  in 
Breft  ;  that  therefore  it  was  not  fafe  to  fail  too  far  from  the 
coaft  of  England,  when  they  had,  as  they  underftood,  ground 
to  believe,  that  they  had  left  behind  them  a  great  naval 
force,  which  might  make  an  impreffioh  on  our  coaft,  when 
they  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  it.  The  getting  cer- 
tain intelligence  from  Brcft,  was  reprefented  as  impractica- 
ble. They  had  many  fpecious  things  to  fay  in  their  own 
defence,  and  many  friends  to  fupport  them :  for  it  was  now 
the  bufmefs  of  one  party  to  accufe,  and  of  another  to  juftify 
their  condud.  In  conclufion,  there  was  not  ground  futiicient 
to  condemn  the  admirals,  fince  they  had  followed  their  in- 
ftrudUons :  fo  a  vote  pafled  in  tlieir  favour,'' 


I    'i't 


ri 


io8       NArAL   HIStORT 

encourage  tlie  Teamen  for  the  future,  the  commons  voted 
500,000/.  towards  thedifcharge  of  the  debt,  and  2,000,000/, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  fleet,  that  his  majefty  might  be  able  to 
perform  the  promife  he  had  made  them,  of  taking  care  that 
things  (hould  go  next  year  better  at  fea  «.  His  majefty  alfo 
made  fcveral  changes  in  the  miniftry,  which  gave  great  fa- 
tisfa£^ion  ;  for  the  late  enquiries  had  made  it  evident,  that 
the  dependants  on  fome  great  men  were  principally  con- 
cerned in  giving  information  to  the  French  of  all  our  mo- 
tions. A  conduft  which,  however  coloured  with  their 
pretended  afFe<5iion  for  their  old  mafterking  James,  was  a. 
moft  grofs  and  glaring  treafon  againft  their  country  j  fuch 
as  ought  to  have  drawn  upon  them  the  fevereft  punifh- 
ipents  while  living,  and  which  deferve  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  poflerity  with  a  proper  note  of  infamy,  to  prevent  like 
pra£lices  in  fucoeedug  times.  '  ,., 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  naval  operations  of  the  yeair 
1694,  it  will  be  neceiTary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  fend- 
ing fir  Francis  Wheeler,  with  his  fquadron,  into  the  Me^t 
diierranean,  as  that  was  a  meafure  not  only  concerted,  but 
executed  in  the  preceding  year  j  though  its  being  altoge- 
ther independant  of  other  affairs,  made  it  not  fo  pro- 
per to  mention  it  before.  The  great  blow  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  commerce  had  received  there,  by  the  intercepting  the 
ftnyrna  fleet,  and  the  danger  there  wis  in  leaving  the  re- 
mains of  that  fleet  any  longer  in  Spanijh  harbours,  engaged 
the  board  of  Admiralty  to  fend  their  orders  for  fir  Francis 
iVheeler  to  proceed  with  a  fquadron  of  twenty-five  men  of 
war  and  frigates,  in  conjundlion  with  a  Dutch  vice-admi- 
ral and  his  fquadron,  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  he  had 
inftru£lions  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  procure  the  fafe 

i  rejturn 
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return  of  the  plate-fleet  into  Cadiz  ;  then  he  was  to  leave 
;a  fufficient  convoy  for  bringing  home  the  (hips  in  that 
port  to  England :  he  was  next  to  convoy  the  Turkey  ftiips  as 
far  as  the  channel  of  Malta  ;  then,  in  conjundlion  with 
the  Spanijh  fleet,  he  was  to  annoy  the  enemy's  trade,  till 
he  judged  his  detached  (hips  were  about  to  return  j  and  af-* 
ter  joining  them  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  he 
was  CO  bring  back  with  him  all  the  merchant-Ihips  ready 
to  fail  from  any  of  the  ports  in  the  Streights,  or  from  Ca* 
diz^.  On  the  twenty- feventh  oi  Nov  ember  y  in  purfuanc« 
of  thefe  inftrudtions,  he  failed,  and  on  the  fourth  of  Z)/- 
umber  fent  the  thips  bound  to  Oporto  thither  under  a  con- 
voy, as  two  days  after  he  did  thofe  bound  for  Lisbon  and 
%t.Ubes\  and  having  by  his  vigilance  prevented  a  deflgn 
of  the  French  to  intercept  part  of  the  merchant-fhips  under 
his  convoy,  he  arrived  on  the  nineteenth  of  January  in 
the  bay  of  Cadiz,  h'aving  loft  company  in  his  paflage,  with 
only  one  of  a  hundred  and  fixty-five  (hips  which  failed  with 
him  from  England  8.  So  happy  was  the  beginning  of  an 
expedition,  which  proved  afterwards  fo  unfortunate  ! 

On  the  admiral's  arriving  at  Cadiz,  he  found  the  5|^ 
nijh  fleet  in  no  condition  to  fail ;  but  had  the  fatisfadion' 
of  finding  the  Flota  fafely  arrived  h.  On  the  twenty-fifth 
iii  January  rear-admiral  A^m/f  joined  him  with  thefhipshe 
had  ordered  to  cruize  off  cape  St.  Vincent,  together  with 

the 

-        . 

f  Thefe  inftruflions  may  be  found  at  large  in  Burchet's  me* 
moirs,  p.  201.  and  are  indifputably  thofe  given  to  the  admiral. 
Cut  the  French  publiflied  abundance  of  ftrange  ftories  about  fir 
Francis  Wheeler's  commiffion ;  fuch  as  that  he  intended  to 
bombard  Genoa,  in  order  to  force  that  republic  to  comply  with 
the  demands  of  the  king  of  Spain;  that  he  had  views  on  the 
pope's  territories,  and  whatever  elfe  thpy  thought  might  prove 
a  means  of  incenfmg  the  Italian  princes.  ?■  See  the  Prefent  State 
of  Europe,  for  January,  1694,        !»  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  206. 
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the  detached  convoys  which  the  French  in  vain  had  endea- 
voured to  intercept.  Sir  Francis  Ifheeier^  upon  this,  ap- 
pointed a  fquadi'on  of  four  Englijh  and  as  many  Dutch  men 
of  war,  with  a  fire-fliip,  under  the  command  of  vice-ad- 
..    ^  miral  Hopfon^  to  bring  home  the  merchant-fhips  that  were 

ready  ;  and  on  the  tenth  of  February^  failed  with  the  reft 
'      >         of  the  fquadron  to  execute  the  remaining  part  of  his  in- 
-       ftru£lions.     On  the  feventeenth  of  the  fame  month,  being 
off  the  bay  of  Gibraltar^  and  having  been  driven  out  of  the 
' '  StreighU' Mouthy  he  met  with  a  ftorm,  which  increafe J 
till  the  nineteenth  in  the  morning,  when  the  admiral  fee- 
ing the  Guty  flood  away  for  it,  and  made  a  proper  fignal  to 
the  left  of  the  fleet,  and  was  followed  by  vice-admiral  CaU 
Umbergy  who  iirft  faw  his  fignal,  and  other  ihips.     But 
they,  having  the  bay  of  Gibraltar  open,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility miftaking  it  for  the  Streights- Mouthy  put  in  there, 
which  occafioned  their  unhappy  mirfortune ;  for  it  being 
a  lee-fbore,  foul  ground,  and  their  fails  flying  into  the  air, 
they  were  forced  to  let  go  their  anchors,  of  which  many 
were  loft,  moft  of  their  cables  fpoiled,  and  feveral  of  their  . 
ihips  run  on  (bore  >.     In  the  mean  time  the  Suffex,  on 

board 


►  \ 


«The  particulars  of  this  misfortune  may  be  feen 

following  List. 
The  Cambridge,  .1  (hip  of  70  guns,  ran  afhore  about 

four  in  the  morning,  and  loft 
*rhe  Lumley  Caftle,  loft  ^ 

The  Serpent  bomb-veflel,  foundered  '    '" 

The  William  ketch,  ran  aftiore  • 

The  Mary  ketch,  foundered 
The  Great  George,  a  Turkey  (hip,  loft 
The  Aleppo  Faftor,  loft 
The  Golden  Frigate,  of  Venice,  loft 
Tiie  Berk(hire,  a  Turkey  (hip 
The  Indian-Merchant,  a  Turkey  (hip 
5*he  William,  for  Leghorn,  loft 
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board  which  the  admiral  was,  foundered  at  Tea,  and  himi> 
felf,  with  all  his  crew,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  anfl 
iifty,  were  loft,  only  two  Turks  cfcaping.  The  admirars 
body  was  foon  after  found  on  a  fand-bank  in,  his  (htrt  and 
flippers,  it  was  guefled  froni  thence,  that  feeing  the  (hip 
libnut  to  Ank,  he  intended  to  have  thrown  himfelf  into  the 
fca,  and  attempt  to  f^ive  himfelf  by  fwimming  ^,  The 
whole  fquadron  fullered  extremely,  and  were  obliged  to 
femain,  by  contrary  winds,  a  long  time  at  Gibraltar,  aiid 
at  length,  in  the  beginning  ofMay^  failed  for  Cadizi,  In 
the  mean  time  vice-admiral  Hop/on,  in  purfuance  of  the 
orders  before-mentioned,  failed  with  tlte  homeward-bound 
(hips,  and  arrived  fafely  off  the  Lizard  on  the  fifth  of 
jipril^  1694*". 

We  have  before  obferved  one  of  the  firfl  fleps  taken  by 
king  William  ^fter  his  return  from  Flandersy  and  his  hear- 
ing of  the  unfortunate  alFair  of  the  Smyrna  fleets  was,  the 
appointing  Edward  Rujel,  eft^;  admiral  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fleet  which  fhould  put  to  fea  the  next  fpring, 
A»  a  further  teftimony  i  f  his  majefty*s  coiifidence  in  that 
great  man,  he  diie(fted  a  new  cornmjflion  oi  Admiralty^ 
wherein  Edward  Rtjfely  efq;  fir  John  Lowther,  Henry 
Priejiman,  e(qj  Robert  Aujleriy  efq;  fir  Robert  kich,  flr 
George  Rooke,  and  fir  George  Hublandy  were  included*. 
The  command  of  the  fleet  being  thus  provided  for,  the 
next  thing  was,  to  fix  on  fuch  defigns  as  were  proper  for 
retrieving  the  glory  of  the  Englijh  iums^  and  blotting  out 
the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  accidents  that  had  lately 

happened. 

^  We  have  feveral  accounts  of  this  in  the  Gazettes  j  and  his 
body  was  afterwards  embalmed,  and  fenc  into  England/ 
'  Burchet,  Kennet.  m  State  of  Kurope,  Pointer's  chronolo- 
gical hiftory,  life  of  king  William.  »'  See  the  Prcfent  State 
of  Europe,  for  iVlay,  1694.  • 
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happened.  In  the  firft  place  it  was  refolved,  that  a  de^ 
fcent  (hould  be  actually  made  on  the  French  coaft,  in  order 
Co  cfFe£t  what  had  been  long  ago  propofed,  the  ere^ing  a 
fort  on  a  certain  promontory  near  BreJ}^  which  would 
have  commanded  that  haven,  and  have  entii-ely  prevented 
the  aflembling,  as  the  French  were  wont  to  do,  their  grand 
fleets  there  o.  It  was  alfb  judged  requifite  to  fend  a  ftrong 
fleet  into  the  Mediterranean^  as  well  to  fuccour  the  king 
oi  Spain,  whofe  affairs  were  much  diftreflfed  by  the  French 
naval  power,  as  to  prevent  the  Toulon  fquadron  from  Com- 
ing into  the  ocean,  and  hindering  the  French  thereby  from 
making  any  figure  this  year  at  fea  p.  In  order  to  accom- 
plifh  thefe  fchemes,  all  imaginable  pains  were  taken  both 
in  England  and  Holland j  to  fit 'out  a  more  numerous  fleet, 
and  to  fend  it  earlier  to  fea,  than  in  any  year  fmce  the 
war  began. 

On  the  £rfl  of  ^tfy,  admiral  iJa^/ joined  the  fleet  at 
St.  Helens^  which  confifled  of  fifty- two  Englijh,  and  forty- 
one  Dutch  (hips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates,  f;re-lhips,  and 
other  fmaller  veflels.    On  the  third  the  admiral  failed  with 
the  grand  fleet,  leaving  fir  CloudeJIey  Shovel  with  a  ftrong 
fquadron  at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  embark  the  land  forces. 
On  the  ninth,  being  fifteen  leagues  S.  S.  W.  of  the  Lizard^ 
the  admiral  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  Swedijh  fhip, 
that  there  lay  in  Bertaume-Bay^  a  fleet  of  French  mer- 
chant-men, bound  to  the  eaftward,  upon  which  he  imme- 
diately detached  captain  Pritchardy  in  the  Monmouth^  to- 
gether with  the  Refolut'ton  and  the  Roebuck  fire-fhips,  with 
orders  either  to  take  or  deftroy  them.     Accordingly  on  the 

tenth, 

•Hiftoire  militairej  P.  Daniel;  memoirs  du  Temps  j  Burnet'* 
hiilory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  1 29,  1 30.  p  Burchet, 

Keonet,  Burnet,  01dmixon>  life  of  king  WiUianK  .y 
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tenth,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  they  made  the  French  (hore 
about  feven  miles  from  the  fleet,  and  by  five  o'clocic  chey 
faw  feveral  ihips  behind  a  pcint  of  land  near  Conqiiet-Bay^ 
which,  upon  a  fignal  given  from  one  of  their  fcouts,  im> 
mediately  put  to  fca.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Pritch- 
ard  purfued  tiie  man  of  war  that  was  their  convoy,  and 
forced  her  to  haul  in  with  the  (hore,  and  run  agjiinft  the 
rocks  under  the  outermoft  caftle  j  and  this  man  of  war 
proved  to  be  the  "Jerfey  frigate,  which  the  enemy  had  taken 
from  us  in  the  Weji  Indies^  and  which  foon  after  blew  up, 
and  with  her  two  floops  of  between  ten  and  fixteen  guns. 
The  merchant  (hips  were  in  all  about  fifty-five  fail,  of 
which  thirty-five  were  burnt  or  funk,  twenty-five  in 
White/and-  Bay,  four  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  point  of  the 
bay,  and  fix  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Conquet^  their  lading 
being  for  the  moft  part,  (alt,  wine,  and  brandy.  Some 
few  days  after,  two  other  (hips  took  and  deftroyed  ftiven- 
teen  French  veflels  laden  with  corn  and  other  provifions  q. 

The  admiral  returned  back  again  to  St.  Helens  by  that 
time  he  judged  that  fir  Cloudejley  Shovel  cou\d  have  executed 
the  orders  he  had  left  with  him  ;  and  finding  the  land>forces 
completely  embarked,  and  every  thing  ready,  he  failed  with 
the  whole  fleet  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  having  before 
given  the  necefTary  directions  for  the  feparaiing,  at  a  proper 
ilation,  of  the  fquadron  that  was  intended  for  the  Bre^ 
expedition,  and  which  was  to  be  commanded  by  the  lord 
Berkley ',  On  the  laft  day  of  the  mv^nth,  at  nine  in  the 
morning,  a  council  ci  war  was  held  on  board  the  Britannia, 
at  which  were  prefect  the  following  perfons,  viz.  Edward 
^  Rujjely  efq;  admiral  of  the  fleet  j  the  lord  Berkley,  admiral 
Vol.  III.  H  of 

q  Prefent  State  of  Europe.  »  Journal  of  the  Breft  expe- 

ditioH;  by  th^  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  London,  1694,  410.  p.  5, 
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of  the  Blui  \  fir  Ckudtjley  Shovely  vice-admiral  of  the  Redi 
colonel  Aylmery  vice-adiriiral  of  the  Blue  \  colonel  Mitchell 
rear-admiral  of  the  Red  ;  the  marquis  o{ Carmarthen^  rear- 
admiral  of  th:  Blue  \  captain  Blng^  eldeft  captain  to  the  ad- 
miral, lieutenant-general  Talmajh^  the  earl  oi  Macclesfield^ 
the  lord  CiittSy  fir  Martin  Beckmar'  admiral  Allemnnde^ 
admiral  of  the  Dutch,  vice-admi'  ander-Putten^  vice- 
admiral  Schey,  vice-.\dmiral  Vanuer-Goes,  rear-admiral 
Evertzcn,  ^nd  captain  Vander-Dujpn,  in  which  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  the  fleet  defigned  for  Brejly  (hould  immediately 
proceed  to  Camaret-Bay,  and  fhould  land  the  forces  on 
board  under  the  dircdion  of  lieutenant-general  Talmajh^ 
and  the  neceffary  inftru£lions  were  given  to  lord  Berkley^ 
and  the  office  s  that  were  to  command  under  him  s. 

On  the  fifth  of  June  the  lord  Berkley  parted  with  his 
fquadron  from  the  grand  fleet,  having  with  him  twenty-  ' 
nine  Englljh  and  Dutch  men  of  war  of  the  line,  befidca 
fmall  frigates,  fire-fhips,  machines,  tenders,  well-boats, 
and  five  bomb-ketches.  On  the  fixth,  a  council  of  war 
was  held,  in  which  the  proper  meafures  were  taken  for  _ 
landing  the  forces ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  lord  Cutis 
fliould  command  fix  hundred  grenadiers,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Talma/}}  advance  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
that  were  to  fupport  them.  On  the  feventh  the  fleet  came 
to  an  anchor  between  Camaret-Bay  and  the  bay  of  Ber- 
taume,  the  French  playing  upon  them  with  bombs  from 
four  batteries.  1  he  maiquis  of  Carmarthen  demanded 
leave  of  lord  BerkUyy  ihc  admiral,  to  go  into  Camaret-Bay, 
in  order  to  ubferve  the  fituatian  of  the  forts,  and  the  po_ 
llurc  of  the  enemy.  On  his  lordfliip's  return,  and  mak- 
ing his  report,  the  admiral  ordered  two  fixty  gun  (hips  to 

go 
'See  thcfe  inftrui\i6ng  in  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  215, 


0/Aj>7^  WILLIAM  III         115 

go  in  and  cover  the  boats  while  they  were  landing:  to 
which  the  maiquis  objc<5ling  that  it  was  too  (mall  a  forcc^ 
a  council  of  war  was  called  on  the  eighth,  in  which  it  was 
refolvcd  to  fend  in  three  Engi:/}),  and  as  many  Dutch  fri- 
gates, befides  the  two  men  of  war  before-mentioned.  One 
of  thefe,  however,  the  Richmond^  deferted  the  poft  afligned 
her,  and  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen  carri(,d  in  the  other 
five,  and  ported  them  in  their  proper  places,  which,  though 
a  ncccflary,  was  a  very  dangerous  fcrvice  ;  fince  at  their 
going  In,  a  bomb  broke  over  the  Afenkj  a  great  piece  of 
which  (truck  through  her  poop,  and  two  decks  more,  and 
came  out  again  into  the  water  near  one  of  the  flern-ports, 
on  the  larboard- fide,  m  the  gun  room^  killing  three  ma^ 
fines,  and  one  of  them  by  the  fide  of  ilie  marquis.  So 
foon  as  the  Monk  got  into  the  bay^  and  came  up  with  the 
wtftern  point,  Camaret-Fort  fired  upon  her  very  warmly; 
and  when  the  reft  of  the  ftiips  were  properly  pofted,  they 
were  furprizcd  to  find  themfelves  played  upon  from  three 
batteries,  not  one  of  which  was  difcer/  sd  till  they  felt  the 
(hot  from  it.  Thefe  military  compliments  they  returned 
with  great  fpirit,  and  by  keeping  a  brisk  and  continual  fire, 
covered  the  troops  in  their  landing,  which  was  not,  how- 
ever, performed  with  that  regularity  that  might  have  been 
expe<Sled  ^.  The  reafon  of  this,  fince  I  do  not  find  it  al- 
ready fet  down  in  any  of  our  hiftorians,  I  think  myfclf 
obliged  to  give,  as  I  have  had  it  from' the  mouths  of  many 
who  were  engaged  in  that  warm  fcrvice.  The  French  had  • 
been  (o  well  informed  of  our  defi^n,  and  fuch  ftransedelavf 
had  been  made  in  cmb'arking  the  forces,  thut  when  oiif 
fleet  came  upon  the  coa(f,  they   found  the  French  every 

"  2  where 

*  See  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen's  account,  p.  21.  Burchet'g 
memoirs,  p.  22a,  life  wf  king  William. 
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w  here  covcreJ  by  impregnable  cntrcnchment«,  and  fup- 
porfeJ  by  a  body  of  regular  troop-^,  more  mimerous  than 
the  fores  imeiiclcJ  for  this  defcenr.  This  was  reprcfeiited 
to  lieutcjKint-gcneral  Talnuijh  in  the  council  of  war,  and 
he  was  advif-d  not  to  expofc  hinrjlclf  or  his  men  :  to  which 
he  anfwercd,  **  This  advice  convs  too  late  :  the  honour 
*'  of  the  EngUj})  nation  is  at  ftakc,  and  therefore  I  muft 
"  and  will  land.  1  know  that  I  facrifice  myfclf  and  the 
•*  men  j  but  it  is  ncceflliry,.  and  muft  be  done,  that  both 
*»  our  enemies  and  allies  may  know,  that  even  defperate 
*<  undertakings  cannot  daunt  EtigliJJ)  courage  ".'*  He  em- 
barked on  board  the  fniall  vefTels,  with  about  eight  hun- 
dred men,  and  landed  as  many  of  them  as  he  could  ;  but 
to  very  little  purpofe,  for  leveral  of  the  wrll-boats  fticking, 
all  that  were  in  them  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  be- 
fore they  could  get  to  the  (hore ;  and  thofc  that  did  land, 
were  very  foon  driven  back  to  their  boats,  and  with  much 
difficulty  carried  off  again.  Amongfl  the  wounded  was 
lieutcnant-gencrc'.l  Tahnajh  himfelf,  who  received  a  (hot  in 
his  thigh,  of  which  he  foon  after  died  w.     The  marquis  of 

Car' 

"  This  projeft,  as  I  have  been  informed,  was  firft  propofed 
by  a  land  officer  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  fome  years  before  ; 
and  hints  of  it  having  been  given  to  the  French,  they  refolved  to 
fpare  no  coft  or  pains,  in  order  to  prevent  a  fcheme  from  tak- 
ing efFeft,  which  they  knew  would  have  deprived  them  of  the 
belt  port  they  have  in  this  part  of  the  world.  w  Both  the 

marquis  de  Quincy  and  father  Daniel  conmend  the  bravery 
of  fome  FrencK  officers;  who,  they  fay,  attacked  and  rooted 
the  Englilh  troops  that  were  landed  ;  and  this  withfo  fmall  a 
force  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  fupported,  however,  by 
a  regiment  of  dragoons.  Tlie  glory  of  this  will  be  fufficiently 
diminifhed,  when  it  is  known,  that  not  above  three  hundred 
did  land  ;  and  that  many  of  thefe  were  wounded  in  getting  a- 
fliore,  and  were  fo  mufch  expofed  to  the  enemy's  artillery,  that 
they  never  could  be  formed  ihio  any  tolerable  order. 
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Carmarthen,  afterwards  duke  of  Ltedi,  whofc  courage  no 
man  ever  called  in  <]ucl]i.>n,  tells  us  on  this  occafion,  thac 
if  the  Engltfl)  force  had  been  double  to  what  it  was,  they 
would  have  found  the  attempt  impracticable.  When  the 
men  on  board  the  fhips  faw  a  few  b  >ats  come  off  a^'ain, 
and  the  whole  afFoir  over,  they  began  to  be  out  of  heart, 
and  the  marquis  had  much  ado  to  bring  them  out  of  the 
bay.  The  Monk  had  not  either  a  yard  or  fail,  but  was 
(owed  off";  the  reft  of  the  vcflds  were  alfo  brought  away 
with  great  difficulty,  exctpt  a  Dutch  frigate  calird  the 
Teeji'p,  of  thirty  guns,  which  had  twelve  fo*Jt  water  in 
her  ho!J,  all  her  men  being  killed  except  eight,  and  of 
half  an  Englijh  cor.ipany  that  was  accidentally  left  on  board 
her,  only  an  enfign,  a  drummtr,  and  a  private  man  ef- 
caped  ;  f'>  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  her  behind.  A 
council  of  war  being  called  in  the  evening,  it  was  rcfolved 
therein  to  return  to  Spithead.  The  lofs  upon  this  occafion 
was  computed  at  feven  hundred  of  the  land  forces  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken,  and  about  four  huuidred  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  the  fliips  ^t. 

H  3  The 
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"The  marquis  of  Carmartiien,  in  his  account,  does  great  Juf- 
tice  to  all  the  officers  employed  in  this  defperate  fervlce.  He 
fays,  particularly,  page  46,  •*  My  lord  Berkley,  during  all  this 
"  expedition,  has  had  a  great  deal  of  unufual  troubl ,  by  reafoii 
of  theiinbarkations  ot  the  foldiers;  notwithllanding  wliich, 
both  by  his  advice  at  councils  of  war,  and  liTuing  of  orders, 
which  his  lordihip  has  doiie  very  methodically,  he  hath  be- 
haved himfcif,  in  my  opinion,  with  all  the  cnndui't  and  pru- 
dence that  could  be  expeMed  from  a  gentleman  in  his  Itatiop. 
♦«  Lieutenant  general  Talmafh,  the  earl  of  Maccleiiield,  my 
lord  Cutts,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  land  forces,  I  think, 
have  fhewn  all  the  forwardnefs  and  readinefs  imaginable  for 
«  the  attempting  any  thing  that  was  poffible  to  be  done  on  this 
«<  occafion.    There  arc  bo  officers  of  note,  that  I  can  yet  hear 
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The  marquis  de  ^tncy^  who  is  at  once  the  moft  exa£l 
and  moft  moderate  cf  all  the  French  writers,  informs  us,  that 
at  the  time  this  attempt  was  made,  M.  dc  Fauban  had  taken 
care  to  put  the  town  of  Bre^  into  an  excellent  ftate  of 
defence.  It  was  fur  rounded  with  ftrong  walls,  good  ram*  ^ 
parts,  iarge  and  deep  diiches  cut  in  the  rock,  with  baftions 
and  half-moons  at  proper  diftances.  He  had  ereded  a  new 
battery  of  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  fix  mortars  on  the 
baftion  of  the  town,  neareft  the  caftle,  between  it  and  the 
grand  b&ttery,  with  fcveral  fmaller  batteries  in  other  places. 
He  had  likewife  taken  care  to  render  all  the  vaults  in  the 
caftle  bomb  proof,  and  had  made  the  beft  difpofition  pof-^ 
fible  of  ninety  mortars,  and  thitehuivneiil  pieces  of  cannon. 
As  for  the  vofTels  in  the  port,  they  were  pLced  out  of  the  . 
reach  even  of  bombs  j  and  with  refptdl  to  men,  he  had 
fourteen  hundred  bombardiers,  three  thoufand  gentlemen, 
who  ferved  as  voluntiers,  and  of  regular  troops  four  thou- 
fand foot,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons  y.  General  Tai^ 
mafh\  landing  therefore  with  eight  hundred  jnen,  might 
well  be  called  a  facrifice,  and  yet  mora  than  half  of  thefe 
could  never  be  got  en  ftiore  j  we  muft,  therefore,  admit, 
that  when  the  marquis  fays  four  hundred  were  killed,  five 
hundred  forty-eight  foldiers  and  forty  officers  made  prifon- 
ers,  he  carries  the  thing  a  little  too  far.  Father  Daniel^-  , 
however,  and  fome  other  writers,  carry  it  as  far ;  and,  in- 
deed, moft  of  them  agree  in  computing  our  whole  lof>  at 
twothcufand,     As  to  what  they  fay  of  ftiips  being  funk, 

and 


•*  of,  killed  in  this  af^ ion,  but  monfieur  Lamote;  and  lieute- 

*•  nant  general  Talmafli  died  the  Tuefday  following,  of  the 

**  wound  he  received  in  his  thigh.     But  there  are  feveral  cap- 

•*  tains,  &c.  who  are  either  killed  or  taken,  whofe  names  I  am 

«•  as  yet  ignorant  of."  y  tlilloire  militaire,  (iom.  iii.  p. 

77>  7^»  19'  . 
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and  hundreds  of  men  drowned  in  the  retreat,  they  :ir? 
mere  ornaments  necc/Tary  to  a  French  detail,  as  their  hav- 
ing but  forty^five  men  killed  in  this  adlion,  is  another 
firoke  Oi*  the  marvellous,  which  every  reader,  perhaps, 
may  not  be  in  the  humour  to  credit «. 

After  this  unlucky  attempt,  the  poor  wounded  lieu- 
tenant-general propofed,  that  a  fmall  fquadron  of  frigates 
and  bomb-veflcls  might  be  fent  into  the  harbour  of  BreJ}^ 
to  bombard  that  town  ;  but  this  was  judged  to  be  a  rafh, 
and,  as  things  ftood,  an  impraSlicable  undertaking,  and 
therefore  lord  Berkley  failed  immediately  for  our  own  coafts, 
^nd  arrived  on  the  fifteenth  oijuncy  1694,  at  St.  Helens. 
There  they  found  the  queen's  orders  to  call  a  council  of 
war,  to^confider  how  the  (hips  and  troops  might  be  beft 
employed.  After  feveral  confultations,  it  was  refolved  to 
keep  no  more  than  four  regiments  on  board,  and  to  make 
fomc  attempts  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy,  Advice  of  this 
being  fent  to  court,  and  an  anfwer  being  returned  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  June,  it  was  refolved  in  another  coun- 
cil of  war,  firft  to  bombard  the  town  of  Diep,  and  then  to 
proceed  along  the  French  coafl,  and  do  every  where  what 
prejudice  they  could.  In  puifuance  of  this  refolution  they 
came  before  that  place,  but  were  forced  to  fea  by  a  ilorm,  , 
and  afterwards  anchored  off  Dungenefsy  from  whence  they 
failed  on  the  fifth  of  July,  and  arrived  once  more  in  Diep 
road  on  the  eighth.  The  next  day  they  intended  to  have 
bombarded  the  place,  but  were  prevented  by  foul  weather 
for  feveral  days  together  a. 

On  the  twelfth  they  began  about  nine  in  the  morning 

to  play  upon  the  town  of  Dicp,  and  continued  without 

H  4  ceafing 

*  Journal  hiftoriquede  Louis  XIV.  p  177, 178,  par  P.  Daniel. 
•  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  225, .Slate  of  Europe,  Kennet,  Burnet> 
Oldmixon,  &c. 
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ceafing  till  about  nine  at  night.  About  eleven  they  fent 
in  one  of  thtrir  machines  with  an  intent  to  burn  the  pier ; 
but  feveral  vefTcils  full  of  ftones  being  funk  before  it,  ren- 
dered thai  inefFrtd^ual,  fo  that,  except  aftonifhing  the  town 
by  the  mighty  noife,  it  did  little  mifchief  b.  Captain  Dun- 
bar^  a  Scots  gentleman,  who  commanded  it,  acquired  im- 
mortal hof)our  on  this  occafion  ;  for  the  train  not  taking 
cfFe6l  as  was  expected,  he  went  pn  board  again,  and  find- 
ing the  fuzee  out,  fet  fiie  to  it  a  fecond  time,  for  which  he 
and  thofe  who  went  with  him,  were  defervedly  rewarded  c. 
They  continued  the  bombardment  afterwards  till  day-ligiit, 
and  the  fheet?  bemg  narrow,  the  houfes  old,  and  moft  of 
them  built  of  timber,  the  town  was  on  fire  in  twenty 
places  at  once,  fo  that  the  far  greater  part  of  it  was  con-^ 
funled  to  afhes  d.  The  French  court  did  ail  they  could  to 
flifle  the  report  of  this,  at  lea  ft  at  Pans  ;  but  the  place 
was  too  near  for  an;/  fuch  artifices  to  take  efFcdl,  fo  that  by 
endeavouring  to  kflen,  chiv  really  increafed  the  people's 
apprehenfion,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea-coafls  would 
have  abandoned  their  towns  and  villages,  if  forces  had  not 
bePii  lent  to  reftrain  them  e. 

After  the  bombardment  of  Diepy  the  Englijh  fqua- 
dron  failed  along  the  coaft,  and  obliged  the  French  to  march 

night 


fc  Kennet,  Burchet,  Burner,  Oldmixon.  c  Burchet's  na-» 

val  hiflory,  p.  501.  "In  the  dates  I  generally  follow  the 

French  writers  reducing  the  new  flile  to  the  old,  becaule  they 
are  ufually  more  exad  than  our  own.  Father  Daniel  owns  the 
toral  deftrudlion  of  Diep  ;  but  fays,  it  was  immediately  bulk  up 
again  at  the  expence  of  the  French  king.  If  fo,  the  inhabi- 
tants muft  be  daily  put  in  mind  of  the  Englifh  maritime  power, 
by  this  very  improvement  of  their  town.  e  See  feveral 

letters  printed  in  the  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  the  month  of 
July,  1 694  j  and  the  faft  is  confirmed  by  the  French  accounts^ 


rent 
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night  and  day,  in  order  to  prcver.t  the  debarking  any 
troops  i  which,  however,  was  a  thing  the  Englijh  admiral 
never  intended  f.  On  the  fifteenth,  about  noon,  lord  Berk- 
ley ai rived  at  Havre  de  Grace,  and  about  four  o'clock  he 
began  to  bombard  it.  On  the  fixtcenth,  feventeenth,  and 
eighteenth,  the  French  poured  troops  into  the  place,  in 
order  to  aflift  the  inhabitants  to  put  out  the  fires  lighted 
from  time  to  time  by  the  bombs ;  and  as  the  wind  con- 
tinued blowing  all  that  time  dire£^ly  from  the  (bore,  the 
Enghflj  were  not  able  to  do  much,  though  they  ftill  con- 
tinued before  the  place,  which  threw  all  the  adjacent 
country  inro  a  terrible  confternation.  On  the  twenty- firft, 
.the  wind  being  favourable,  the  fmall  craft  and  bomb-vef- 
fels  were  fenc  in,  and  continued  bombarding  the  place  the 
whole  night,  by  which  a  third  part  of  the  town  was  burnt 
down,  a  great  part  of  the  wall  demoliflied,  and  abundance 
of  people  killed  g.  All  this,  however,  could  not  be  per- 
formed without  lofs;  many  of  the  mortars  melted,  the 
Grenada  bomb-ihip  was  blown  up,  and  the  reft  of  the 

fmaH 


f  Burchet,  Kennet,  Quincy,  Daniel,  &c.  8  The  marquis 

de  Quincy  alTerts  pcfitively,  that  there  were  not  aLove  twenty 
houfes  burnt  in  the  town  j  but  then  he  admits,  that  not  only 
the  inhabitants,  but  a  vaft  number  of  foldiers,  who  were  fent 
thither  on  purpofe,  laboured  exceflively  in  putting  out  the  fires 
wherever  the  bombs  fell ;  which  muft  have  been  attended  with 
great  lofs  of  men,  and  other  inconvenienci^s.  But  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  I  fee  no  juft  caufe  why  a  medal  fhould  have  been  ftruck, 
on  the  bombarding  of  this  place,  rather  than  Diep.  Yet  fuch 
a  one  there  was  j  having  on  one  fide,  the  king's  head  in  profile, 
with  thefe  words,  Gulielmus  magnus  inviftilfimus ;  on  the  re- 
verfe  was,  Perillus's  bull,  with  this  infcription,  Suis  peril  igni- 
bus  auflor ;  alluding  to  the  French  king's  having  begun  this 
barbarous  kind  of  war,  by  burning  tlie  Palatinate,  and  bom- 
barding Genoa.  In  the  exergue,  r'ortus  Gratias,  e^iullus,  et 
everfus  bombardis  Anglo  Batavis,  1694. 1.  B.  F. 
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im^ll  craft  (o  (battered,  that  it  was  thojght  convenient  to 
letire.  But  even  in  doing  this,  care  was  taken  to  give  the 
French  infinite  ciiTquiet  j  for  appearing  before  La  Hogue^ 
the  French  forces  were  drawn  that  way,  but  our  fqua- 
diron  was  in  no  condition  to  undertake  any  thing,  and 
tlierefore,  after  alarming  the  enemy  as  much  as  poflible,  . 
lord  Berkley  returned  to  St.  Helens  on  the  twenty-fixth  of 
"July,  1694,  in  order  to  refit  **. 

The  court  was  \cry  defirous  that  fomething  fhould  be 
undertaken  againft  Dunkirk,  and  to  that  purpofe  fevcral 
cxprefTes  were  difpatched  to  the  fleet ;  but  upon  a  nice 
examination  of  the  feveral  propofals  made  by  the  engineers 
and  pilots,  they  were  all  of  opinion,  that  the  feafon  was 
too  f^r  advanced,  and  that  nothing  could  be  undertaken  ■ 
tliis  year  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  A  plan  was  then 
fenl  of  C<7/^/j,  which  came  from  the  king  in  Flanders  i 
but  the  fcheme  of  bombarding  that  place  was  alfo  judged 
imprafticable  by  a  council  of  war,  which  was  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  the  difiidence  of  the  pilots  K  On  the  twenty- feventh 
©I  Auguji  lord  Berkley  returned  to  London,  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  fleet,  which  con  fitted  now  only  of  frigates 
and  fmall  fliips,  devolved  on  fir  Cloudejley  Shovel,  whofe 
inftrucliv/fis  were  cxprefs  to  undertake  fomething  againil 
Dunkirk,  at  all  events.  Mr.  Meejia,  who-  was  the  in- 
ventor and  manager  of  the  machines  called  Infernals,  was 
at  this  time  in  Flanders,  endeavouring  to  colledl  pilots  able  - 
to  "arry  the  fquadron  into  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk,  or  at 
lead  fo  far  into  the  road,  as  might  enable  them  to  deftroy 
the  enemy's  fhips.  Sir  Cloudejley  fa'Ied  :o  the  Downs  in 
the  beginning  oi  September,  and  on  the  feventh  was  joined  by 
,Mr.  Meejhrs,  with  twcnty-fix  Dutch  pilots,  when  captain 

Benbow 

h  Kcrnctj  Barnct,  Oldmixon.      '  Burchet's  memoirs,- p.  227, 
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Benhow  was  appointed  to  command  the  fmail  fhips,  and  to 
follow  the  dire<SHons  of  Mr.  Meejiers,  whofe  pilots  did  not 
perform  what  was  expedted  from  them  k.  On  the  twelfth, 
however,  fir  CloudeJJey  Shovel  appeared  before  the  town  of 
Dunklrki  with  thirteen  Engli/h  and  fix  Dutch  men  of  war, 
two  bomb-veffels,  feventeen  machines,  and  other  fmall 
craft.  In  the  evening  captain  Benbow  went  in,  and  found- 
ed the  weftern  channel,  between  the  Brake  and  the  Mairt^ 
notwithftanding  a  prodigious  lire  from  the  (hips  and  the 
citadel.  The  next  day  all  the  boats  and  fmall  veffels  were 
fent  in  again,  with  the  Charles  galley,  two  bomb-veffels 
and  feme  of  the  machines.  In  the  afternoon  two  of  the 
machines  were  fent  in.  The  firft  took  fire  before  (he  was 
near  enough  to  do  any  execution  :  whether  it  wjs  that  the 
cannon  of  the  place  fet  fire  to  it,  as  fome  of  the  French 
writers  fay,  or  that  thofe  on  board,  finding  it  impoffible 
either  to  bring  it  nearer,  or  to  get  it  off,  were  obliged  to 
let  it  burn  there.  The  other,  which  was  the  biggefl,  went 
in  boldly,  and  advanced  very  near  the  mole-head  ;  but  the 
tide  fet  her  on  one  fide,  fo  that  (he  drove  a  cable's  length, 
and  then  blew  up  1.  It  was  found,  that  the  French  had, 
according  to  cuflom,  early  intelligence  of  this  defign,  and 
by  driving  piles  before  the  pier-head,  and  finking  (hips  on 
the  h/^ck  of  the  weftermoft  pier,  had  fecured  themfelves 

'    againft 

k  This  ignorance,  cowardice,  or  wilfulnefs  of  the  pilot,  fecms 
to  have  been  the  chief  caufe  of  this  mifcarriage  ;  and  whoever 
confiders  attentively,  what  has  been  written  upon  this  fubje(ft, 
by  fuch  as  are  beft  acquainted  with  maritime  affairs,  will  be  of 
my  opinion,  that  feamen,  above  all  others,  are  leaft  inclined 
to  expeditions  of  this  fort.  And,  as  fuch  expeditions  can  only 
be  executed  by  feamen,  it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  this  is 
the  great  reafon  why  they  fo  feldom  fucceed.  1  Hiftoire 

mflitaire,  tojn.  iii.  p.  84,  85.  Journal  hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV. 
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againft  all  attempts  of  this  nature  :  fir  Cloudejley  Shovel 
being  informed  of  this,  and  knowing  that  the  fpring  tides 
were  over,  failed  away  for  Calais^  and  on  the  feventeenth 
fcnt  the  bomb-vefTels  in,  and  threw  fo  many  (hells  into  the 
town,  that  about  forty  houi'es  were  ruined  ;  but  the  wind 
blowing  hard  that  nig  ht,  and  a  great  fwell  of  Tea  happen- 
ing, the  'Admiral  was  forced  to  bear  away,  and  the  ftorm 
continuing  two  days,  he  thought  it  not  convenient  to  ftay 
any  longer,  bur  returned  with  his  whole  fquauron  into  the 
Downs,  from  whence  the  bombvcflels  and  machines  were 
fenc  mto  the  river  Thame.':  m. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  fecretary  Burchet,  who  had,  with- 
out queftion,  good  grounds  for  what  he  delivered,  that  the 
cxpenct  to  which  the  nation  was  put  by  thefe  bombard- 
ments, was  more  than  equivalent  to  what  the  enemy  fuf- 
fered  by  them  ".  Ic  is  certain,  that  all  the  fea-faring  part 
of  the  world  difapproved  this  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
war  at  that  time  j  ana  that  all  the  writers,  who  have 
touched  upon  this  fubjedij  have  been  carried  away  by  the 
Itream  of  their  authority  ;  which,  however,  has  not  the 
fame  effect  on  me.  In  the  fir  ft  place,  I  think  the  manner 
in  which  the  French  had  carried  on  the  war  in  Germany^ 
their  bombarding  the  city  of  Genoa,  but  above  all  their 
pyratically  lying  in  wait  for,  anc*  plundering  jur  Smyrna  • 
fleet,  and  their  purfuing  and  bombarding  the  remains  of  it 
in  the  ports  of  Spain,  fully  juftificd  this  manner  of  proceed- 
ing. I  muft  next  obferve,  that,  if  we  confider  the  expence 
the  king  of  France  muft  have  been  at  in  providing  for  the 
fecurity  of  Brejf,  and  the  inconveniencies  that  muft  have 
attended  the  fending  M.  Vauban  that  way  with  a  corps  of 

12,000 


1"  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  life  of  king  William^,  &:Z2 
o  Naval  memoirs,  p.  234. 
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12,000   regular  troops,  the  marquis  de  Beauvron  M^ith 
great  detachment  to  D/V/>,  marfhal  de  Choifeull  to  Havrt 
de  Gr^cty  the  Duke  of  Maine,  count  Toloufe,  and  marflial 
Villeroy^  v  iih  the  greattft  part  of  the  army  in  Flanders^  to 
Dunkirk  o :  I  fay,  take  all  thefe  together,  and  it  will  ap- 
pear the  French  fufFcred  abundantly   more  than  we.     But 
then,  thirdly,  this  meafure  was  abfolutely  neceflary :  the 
French  now  ftiled  themfelves  lords  of  both/err,  that  is,  the 
Ocean  and  the  Mediterranean :  their  Gazettes  were  full  of 
the  triumphs  of  their  maritime  force,  an  J  therefore  the  bom- 
barding their   ports  was  an  excellent  method  to  convince 
all  Europe  of  the  emptinefs  of  their  bravadoes.     It  fadsfied 
the  Englijh  nation,  raifed  the  drooping  fpiiits  of  the  people, 
gave  pleafure  to  the  merchants  wh  fe  velTcls  had  been  plun- 
dered  by   the  French  privateers,  and  was  therefore  a  great 
and  glorious  meafuie,  whatever  has  been  faid  againft  it  by 
thofe  who  (hew  refpe£l  and  compaffion  for  a  people  that 
never  fhewed  us  any  miiks  of  eiiheV,  except  when  civility 
v;as  the  pure  refult  of  fear. 

We  are  now  to  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  Mediterra' 
nean,  whither  admiral  Rujfei  failed  with  the  grand  fleet,  as 
we  have  before  remarked,  on  the  fixth  of  June,  1694.  He 
arrived  on  the  twenty-fifth  off  the  rock  of  Lisbon,  and 
thence  fent  orders  to  rear-admiral  Neville,  who,  as  we  be- 
fore obferved,  commanded  the  fquadron  which  protefted 
the  Englijh  merchant- {hips  at  Cadiz,  to  join  him,  which 
he  did  vi  ith  the  Dutch  vice-admirals,  Callemberg  and  Evert' 
zen,  with  fixteen  fhips  of  the  line,  which  increafed  the 
number  of  thofe  in  the  fleet  to  fixty-thrce.  The  admiral 
then  rcfolved  to  fleer  immediately  for  Barcelona,  in  order 
to  fave  that  city,  and  the  province  of  Catalonia,  from 

fallinjr 
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fallin')-  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  at  that  time  had 

o 

a  numerous  army,  and  a  great  naval  force  under  the  com* 
mand  of  M.  7'ourvilk,  before,  or  at  leaft  very  near  the 
place  P.  This  fliews  the  wifdom  of  the  adminiftration  in 
fending  fo  great  a  fleet  into  thole  feas;  for^  without  fuch 
a/Iidancc,  the  Spaniards  niuft  have  been  undone,  or  forced 
to  make  a  feparate  peace,  and  the  French  would  have  con- 
tinued boafting  and  vapouring,  as  they  had  lately  done,  of 
their  mighty  maritime  power,  perfuading  Algiers.,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Itates  of  Barl/ary,  that  the  Englijh  were  not 
able  to  look  them  in  the  face  :  but  an  end  was  now  put  to 
thefe  bravadoes,  by  the  admiral's  procuring  leave  from  the 
Dutch  and  Spaniards^  who  were  at  war  with  thofe  ftates, 
that  fome  JIgerine  men  of  war  might  have  permiflion  to 
come  and  take  a  view  of  the  fleet  ;  which  they  did  ac* 
cordingly,  and  went  home  again  very  well  fatisfied  q.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  French  admiral  had  no  fooner  intelli- 
gence of  the  approach  of  our  fleet,  than  he  retired  preci- 
pitately from  before  Barcelonoy  and  Toon  after  (hut  himfelf 
up  in  the  port  of  Toulon^  which  put  it  out  of  difpute,  that 
the  maritime  powers  were  now  able  to  give  law  to  Frana 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  «■.     The  fiege  of  Barcelona  tco 

was 

PThe  raarquis  de  Quincy  tells  us,  that  admiral  Rufiel  came 
into  the  Meaiterranean  very  luckily  for  the  prefervation  of 
Barcelona,  before  which  poft  he  appcarci  on  the  laftof  July, 
with  a  fleet  of  i  36  fail,  of  which  88  were  of  the  line  of  battle  j 
and  M.  Tourville  not  being  in  a  condition  to  look  fuch  a  fleet 
in  the  face,  retired,  purfuant  to  his  orders,  into  the  harbour  of 
Toulon.     Hiftoire  militaire,  tom  iii.  p.  86.  H  Burchet's 

memoirs,  p.  239.  where  we  are  told,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
precautions  taken  by  admiral  Ruifel,  one  of  the  Algerine  fri- 
gates was  foon  after  feized  in  his  fight,  by  a  Dutch  man  of  war. 
though  flie  was  prefently  releafed  upon  bis  applicatio*^ .  « Hi- 
ftoire militaire,  tom.  iii.  p.  86.  P.  Daniel,  Kemict,  Burnet,  &c. 
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WM  raifcd  to  the  infinite  joy  of  the  king  of\<r^/?i«,  who 
teftificd  his  gratitude  for  this  fignal  affiftance,  in  ihc  warmcft 
and  moft  public  manner  pcffible. 

Our  admiral,  indeed,  found  tht  Span tjh  affairs  in  the 
moft  diftreflcd  condition  imaginable.     Their  Armada  con- 
fiftcd  but  of  ten  {hips,  and  0/  thefe  four  only  were  of  the 
line  of  battle ;  the  reft  of  fmall  force,  and  to  rotten,  that 
they  could  fcarce  endure  the  firing  of  their  own  guns.  The 
army  in  Catalonia  was  in  a  ftill  worfe  condition  ;  it  con. 
fifted  but  of  9000  men,  without  cloaths,    without  pay, 
without  provifions,  without  artillery,  and   without  tents. 
The  towns  on  the  fea-coaft  were  fo  meanly  fortified,  that 
on  the  approacn  of  a  French  fquadron,  the  people  had  no 
other  way  to  fecure  themfclves  but  by  flight.     Admiral 
Ru£el  ftated  all  this  in  a  letter  to  the  king,  and  at  the  fame 
time  offered  the  viceroy  of  Catalonia  to  do  all  that  was  in 
his  power  for  his  afliftance;  which,  however,  was  not 
much,  for,  on  the  other  hand,  the  demands  made  by  the 
viceroy  was  exceffively  unreafonable,  and  what  the  admi- 
ral was  able  to  do,  could  not  much  benefit  him ;  wliich 
was  thereafon  that,  together  with  an  apprehenfion  of  pro- 
vifions  growing  (hort,  induced  the  admiral  to  defire  the 
fleet  might  return  home  ;  for  which,  when  he  had  made 
all  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  was  on   the  very  paint 
of  quitting  the  Spanijh  coafl-,  he  received  an  order  under 
his  majefty's  fignet  and  fign  manual,  diredting  him  to  win- 
ter at  Cadiz.     This  embarafTed  him  extremely,  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  no  care  was  taken  to  fend  commiffioners 
for  vidualling,  fo  that  this  fell  entirely  upon  the  admiral, 
and  was  no  fmall  addition  to  the  load  of  cares  with  v/iiich 
he  was  already  opprefled  s.     Yet  confidering  the  impor- 
tance 

•Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  241.  Kenner,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  lilc 
of  king  William,  &c. 
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tance  of  the  fervice,  the  dangers  to  which  the  men  would 
be  expofeJ,  by  any  mifmanagement  in  this  affair,  and  how 
far  the  honour  of  the  Englijh  nation  was  dt  flake,  he  applied 
himfclf  to  this  new  employment  with  fuch  Jiligence,  that 
never  men  were  better  furnilhed  with  provifions  and  wine  ; 
and  this  too  was  managed  with  (o  great  oeconomy,  that 
notwiihdanding  the  apparent  difference  between  obtaining 
provifions  for  a  great  fleet,  and  fmgle  fhips,  yet  the  former 
was  vi(SlualIed  at  as  fmall  an  expence  to  the  public,  as  the 
latter,  and  in  many  circumflances  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  ; 
nor  did  the  admiral,  when  he  found  it  neceffary,  make 
any  fcruple  of  engaging  his  perfonal  credit  and  piivate 
eftate,  for  the  fervice  of  his  country  t,  .\,    . 

While  the  fleet  continued  before  Jlicant,  the  admiral 
difpatched  a  fquadron  of  ten  fail,  under  the  command  of 
rear-admiral  N'vdle,  with  orders  to  cruize  between  thc 
iflands  and  the  Barbary  coafl,  as  well  to  intercept  any 
French  velTcls  that  might  pafs  that  way,  as  to  procure  wood 
and  other  neceifaries  for  the  fleet.  Soon  after  this,  the 
admiral  falling  ill  of  a  fever  and  bloody- flux,  he  devolved 
the  care  of  the  fleet  on  vice-admiral  Aylmer^  with  orders 
to  join  rear-admiral  Neville^  and  in  cafe  he  had  .iny  news 
of  the  French  fleet's  being  come  out  of  Toulon,  to  fail  in 
quelt  of  them  without  delay  ;  but  if  not,  to  return  to 
Micanty  which  he  did  on  the  tenth  o(  September,  The 
I  :.     .  admiral, 

'  See  the  fubfequent  memoirs  of  the  earl  of  Orford,  where  it 
will  appear,  that  notwithllanding  all  hia  pains  and  application, 
he  was  mod  cruelly  and  i'candaloufly  traduced  on  this  account, 
as  if  he  had  procured  the  wintering  of  the  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, purely  to  enrich  himfelf  by  the  management  of  their 
viilualling  ;•  whereas,,  that  meafure  was  not  only  concerted 
without,  but  againfl  his  advice,  and  the  government  faved  a 
great  fum  of  money  by  his  frugal  condud  in  the  other  particular. 


,N  :  ■ 


0/  King  WILLIAM  IIL       129 

admiral,  though  in  a  very  weak  ftate  of  health,  went  very 
foon  on  board,  and  rcrumed  the  command  of  the  fleet, 
with  which  he  proceeded  to  Cadiz,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  eighth  of  Nevtmb/r,  1694,  and  took  all  the  necefl'iry 
precautions  to  prevent  the  Frtnch  f  om  pafllngthe  StrelghtSj 
without  receiving  proper  notice  of  their  motions.  While 
he  continued  there,  the  Spaniards  fcnt  him  frequent  ad- 
vices of  the  French  fleet's  being  ready  to  quit  Toulon  . 
which,  however,  he  did  not  much  regard,  as  having 
furer  intelligence  of  his  own  u.  it  is  true,  the  French  flee^ 
was  kept  clean  and  well  rigged  during  the  winter,  with 
defign  to  have  brought  it  round  to  Bre^  ;  but  the  ud vices 
they  had  of  admiral  Ruffel\  force  and  diligence,  had  fuch 
an  efFeft  on  the  mind  of  M.  Tourville,  that  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  risk  the  (hips  under  his  command,  in  fo 
d=«ngerous  a  paflage.  His  catholic  majcfty  was  all  this  time 
foliciting  our  admiral  to  undertake  impofTibilities,  fuch  as 
tranfporting  five,  then  feven  thoufand  men,  from  Genoa,  011 
board  his  men  of  war,  though  he  knew  them  to  bp  foul  by 
their  being  fo  long  at  Tea,  and  but  indifferently  provided  with 
visuals;  which,  though  the  admiral  refufed,  yet  he  did  it 
with  great  decency^  and  at  the  fame  time  offered  unanfwer- 
able  reafons  in  fupport  of  his  own  conduct  ;  adding,  that 
he  would  write  home  to  demand  amongfl  other  fupplies,  a 
reafonable  number  of  land  forces  :  and  in  this  manner,  the 
remainder  of  the  year  was  fpun  out  w. 

It  is  now  requifite  to  take  notice  of  what  was  done  at 
home,  in  relation  to  naval  affairs ,  and  in  the  firfl  place  I 
ihuft  obferve,  that  the  king,  on  his  retUri^  from  Flanders, 
under  the  efcort  of  a  fmall  fquadron,  commanded  by  the 

Vol.  III.  I  marquis 

uBurthet,  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  life  of  king  William,  &c. 
♦Burchet's  meraoiri,  p.  265. 
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m^tiiiiisoi  Carmartb/Hf  called  the  parliament  together  on 
the  twelfth  of  Nwimher^  and  opened  the  fcflions  with  a 
fpecch  which  began  thus.  »*  I  am  glad  to  mctt  you  here, 
**  when  I  can  lay  our  affairs  are  in  a  better  pofture,  both 
^  by  fea  and  land,  than  when  we  parted  lad.  The  ene> 
*'  my  has  not  been  in  a  condition  to  oppofe  our  fleet  in 
*'  thefe  feas  ;  and  our  fending  fo  great  a  force  into  the 
**  Midittrranean,  has  difdppointcd  their  defigns,  and  leaves 
*'  us  a  profpedt  o\  further  fuccefs."  He  recommended  to 
them  at  the  fame  time,  early  and  efTedluai  fupplies,  and 
the  pa(fing  fome  good  law  lor  the  encouragement  of  feamen. 
The  commons  received  thcfc  propufitions  very  chearfully^ 
and  having  examined  the  ellimates  that  were  laid  before 
them  for  the  next  year,  voted  a  fupply  of  2,382,712/.  for 
the  navy,  which  li'lHciently  iheweJ  how  eafy  it  was  to 
engage  the  nation  to  give  money,  when  they  had  any  to- 
lerable profpeiSt  of  feein:^  it  well  laid  out «. 

The  death  of  queen  Mary,  which  happened  towards 
the  latter  rnd  of  the  year,  lerved  not  only  to  damp  the 
fpirit}  of  the  people,  who  had  a  wonderful  afFedion  for 
the  perfow  of  that  princefs,  but  to  give  the  enemies  (f  tht 
government  an  opportunity  to  attempt  diftreHing  the  na- 
tion, by  pretending  that  the  parliament  was  legally  dilTolved 
by  her  majeity*!!  dcmife  y.  This,  however  ftrange  and  fin- 
%■  gular. 


«  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oidmixon,  Prefent  State  of  Europe,  Chand- 
ler's debates,  &c.  y  This  excellent  princefs  was  taken  ill 
at  Kenfington,  on  the  twenty-firll  of  December,  1694.  Her 
dillcmper  proved  to  be  the  fmall-pox  ;  a  malady  extremely 
fatal  to  her  family,  and  which  might  therefore  be  fuppofed  to 
make  the  greater  imprclTion  upon  her  fpirits  ;  thisjomedtoa 
bad  conilicution,  and,  as  fome  fay,  the  ill  management  of  her 
principal  phyfician,  brought  her  to  her  end  ia  the  fpace  of  a 

week. 
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guUr,  was  chc  fcntimcnt  of  her  majefty's  uncle,  the  earl 
oi  Rachejitr^  and  of  fume  others }  but  certainly  it  was  ^try 
ill  founded.     The  executive  part  of  the  government^  was, 
by  law,  in  king  If^Miam  only,  though  the  title,  as  well  as 
the  right,  was  declared  to  be  in  their  majcflies  jointly. 
The  calling  of  a  pat  liament,  was  certainly  an  a£l  of  the 
executive  power,  and  confcquently  it  ought  to  have  been 
underftood  in  law,  as  the  fpecial  and  immediate  a£t  of  the 
king,  though  the  writs  ran  in  the  joint  names  of  both  their 
majeHies,  as  all  other  a£ls  of  fiate  did,  yet  without  impeach- 
ment or  dimunition  of  the  king's  authority.    Upon  this 
principle,  and  no  body's  feconding  the  earl  of  Rachefltr  in 
his  motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  parliament  was  held 
to  be  no  way  aft'e<^d  by  her  death,  but  proceeded  in  its 
deliberation,  as  if  no  fuch  accident  had  happened  '.     It  wa  s 
then  fuggeHed,  by  fuch  a»  diflike^  the  adminiftration,  that 
the  fending  admiral  Rujj^l  with  {o  great  a  fleet  into   the 
Mediterranean^  keeping  him  there  for  fo  long  a  time,  and 
dire^ing  him  at  lad  to  winter  in  thoie  parts,  was  contrary 
to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  the  occafion  of  vad  fums  being 
remitted  into  foreign  parts,  and  an  ac^  of  too  great  cumplaif- 
ance  towards  our  allies.     But  upon  a  long  and  (harp  debate, 
the  houfe  of  lords  faw  reafon  to  juflify  this  mcafure  by  a 

I  2  very 


week.  She  was,  at  the  time  of  her  deceafe,  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  her  age,  and  in  the  fixth  of  hf  r  reign.  She  was  exceed- 
ingly lamented  at  home  and  ab>'oad  ;  and  her  death,  at  this 
jundure,  was  a  great  difadvantage  to  her  fubjed^s.  »  Se« 

gurnet's  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  140.  It  is  evidtnt, 
if  this  could  have  been  ;:arried,  and  the  parlia.atnt  diflblvcii, 
<tbing8  mull  have  run  into  the  utmoflconlufion  ;  aid  thcicfore 
it  is  amazing,  that  ;tny  man,  who  pretended  the  leall  regard  ior; 
his  country,  Ihould  elpoufe  fo  deftrurtive  a  fchcmc,  even  chough 
his  fcntiments  had, been  oppofite  to  tliofc  of  ihc  pcrluiw  cn- 
Irulited  with  the  admini(ljratton. 
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very  warm  addrefs  to  the  throne,  in  which  they  fay, 
•*  That  the  fending  fo  great  a  fleet  4nto  the  Mediterranean, 
'*  and  continuing  it  in  thofe  parts,  has  been  to  the  honour 
*'  and  advantage  ^f  your  majcfty  and  your  kingdoms :  and 
*'  having  fpent  fomc  time  upon  confidcration  of  the  con- 
"  ditidn  of  the  fleet  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  of  the 
*'  great  encreafe  of  the  naval  force  and  ftrength  of  our 
neighbours,  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  your  majefty 
and  the  kingdom,  humbly  to  reprefent,  that  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  this  nation,  under  the  providence  of  God^ 
**  chiefly  depends  upon  your  ftrength  at  fea.  And  whereas 
**^  by  the  long  continuance  of  this  war,  the  number  of 
*'  your  fhips  muft  have  been  diminifhed,  and  thofe  re- 
maining greatly  impaired,  we  think  it  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  your  majefty's  fervice,  and  the  fecurity 
and  intereft  of  your  prople,  that  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  give  fuch  fpeedy  and  eflie£lual  diredlions  for  the  repair 
and  encreafe  of  your  royal  navy;,  as  may  enable  your 
majefty  not  only  to  continue  a  ftrength  in  the  Mediter* 
*'  ranean,  during  this  war,  which  may  be  fuperior  to  that 
*'  of  our  enemies,  but  likewife  to  maintain  fuch  a  force 
''  here  at  home,  and  in  the  We/l-  Indies^  as  (hall  be  a  fe- 
**  curity  for  our  coafts  and  plantations,  and  a  prote£lion 
**  of  our  trade,  and  fufficient  both  for  the  annoying  of 
**  our  enemies,  and  for  the  prote£ling  and  convoying  all 
*'  fuch  ftores  and  provifions  as  muft  be  fent  to  the  fleet  in 
**  thofe  parts,  upon  the  effectual  and  timely  providing 
**  whereof,  the  fafety  of  that  part  of  your  majefty's  navy 
**  does  fo  much  depend."  This  addrefs,  which  was  pre- 
fented  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  March,  and  to 
which  the  king  returned  a  favourable  anfwer,  fatisfled  the 
minds  of  all  the  fenftble  part  of  the  nation  on  this  head, 
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and  reconciled  them  to  the  abfence  of  admiral  Rujfel^ 
which  otherwifc  they  would  not  have  borne  but  with  great 
impatience  «. 

A  confiderable  fupply  bei'.ig  fcnt  to  the  fleet  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  admiral  Ruffil  refolved  to  fend  a  fmall 
fquadron  up  the  Streights  ;  it  was  compofed  of  i\%  flout 
frigates,  and  the  command  given  to  captain  James  KilU- 
grewy  who  had  inftruf^ions  to  proredt  our  own  trade, 
and  to  annoy  that  of  the  enemy.  In  their  cruizej  on  the 
eighteenth  oijanuary^  '695,  they  difcovered  two  French 
(hips,  vAc.  the  Connnty  commanded  by  the  marquis  du 
Chalardy  of  feventy  guns,  and  the  trident^  under  count 
ttAuhoy^  of  iixty  guns,  between  cape  B6na  and  the  iflanJ 
of  Pantalarea,  on  the  Barbary  coaft.  The  French  men 
of  war  miftook  the  EngUJh  for  merchant-men,  and  bore 
down  upon  them  ;  but  quickly  r^rceiving  their  miftake  > 
endeavoured  to  get  away.  It  vas  fOi!ir  in  the  afternoon 
before  captain  Kitlegrew^  in  the  Pfymouihy  could  come  up 
with  them,  and  the  wind  being  t)ien  calm,  flie  alone  en^ 
gaged  both  the  French  ihips  for  the  fpace  of  n)ore  tnaii  an 
hour,  in  which  time  captain  KitUgrew  was  killed  with  a 
cannon-(hot.  Then^came  up  the  Fhhhouthy  captain  Gran' 
thani,  who  engaged  them  for  near  another  hour,  till  the 
other  four  E.tglijh  frigates  came  in  ;  wheicupon  the  French 
Ifcpa rated,  the  Carltfley  Newca/ile^  and  Southampton   pur- 

I  3  fued 

f  The  French  took  a  great  deal  oj^  pains  to  pub! ilh  whatever 
.  was  faid  in  England  agamll  this  meaCuK,;.  and  indeed  they  had 
^oodreafonfo  to  do^  iuice  all  thofe  arguments  were  in  their 
iavour.  The  Englifh  fleet  giving  l^\y  to  them  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, while  our  fquadrons  lojnbai  ded  their  ports  on  the 
ocean,  funk  their  preteu(Ion»  to  becotning  a  maritime  power 
-  fo  low,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  were  dcTirots  of  promoting 
the  views  of  that  party  in  England,  which  oppofcd  meafuies 
fo  fatal  to  their  glory. 
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fued  the  biggeft  of  them,  and  the  Falmouth  and  Jdventun 
the  lefler,  the  Plymouth  being  forced  to  bear  away  for 
Mejfma^  having  loft  her  fore-top-njaft,  and  her  other 
mafts  and  rigging  being  very  much  (battered.  The  French 
inade  a  running  Hght  the  night  following  and  part  of  the 
pext  day  \  when,  their  fhips  being  difabled,  and  the  count 
tCAuhioy^  one  of  their  commandeis,  with  many  of  their 
men  killed,  they  both  yielded.  One  of  them,  called  the 
Tridenty  being  Itaky,  and  it  blowing  v^ry  frcfli,  the  Eng" 
lifl)  fcnt  her  to  Gorgonti^  and  carried  the  Content  to  MeJJinaf 
where  they  arrived  the  fecond  of  March.  The  Plymmtb 
had  fourteen  men  killed  and  thirty  wounded^  and  therd 
might  be  about  twice  that  number  killed  and  wounded, oa 
board  the  reft  of  the  (hips  i>.  The  brave  capuin  Kiilegrew 
was  interred  at  MiJJtna^  with  all  the  honours  due  to  hia 
rank  and  merit  c.  The  news  of  this  aftion  reached  home 
much  about  the  time  that  the  lords  prefented  their  addrefit  |; 
which  was  a  vtty  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  friends  of 
the  court,  who  mentioned  it  on  all  occafions  as  a  fadt 
which  fully  fupported  their  arguments.  On  the  other  fide, 
a  large  account  of  this  affair  was  printed  at  Paris^  in  which 
the  marquis  du,Chalard  faid  a  great  maqy  fine  things  of 
hlmfelf  and  his  nation,  but  after  all  admits  they  were  beat  ^. 
;'  ■       '  '  '  ■.      "•  On. 
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^Burchfet's  memoirs,  p.  266,  267.  Pointer's  chronological 
hiftory,  Kenn'-*,  Burnet,  &c  c  I  think  my fejf  obliged  to 

report  from  the  moiith  of  an  eyc-witnefs,  a  very  extraordinary 
circumftance  in  relation '.  to  this  engagement.  When  captain 
Kiilegrew  came  up  with  tjie  Content,  the  whole  French  crew 
were  at  prayers,  and  he  might  have  poured  in  his  broad-fide 
with  great  advantage  ;  which,  however,  he  refufed  to  do,  add- 
ing this  remarkable  expreflion,  //  /j  henkat'h  the  courage  of  the 
Kngiifli  nation,  to  fuprixe  their  enemies  infuch  a  fojiure.  4  t 
fliall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  any  of  the  flouriJhes  in  this  or 
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On  the  fifth  of  February^  1694,  a  great  fupply  of  pro-  , 
viiions  arrived  from  England^  and  loon  after  admiral  Ruf" 
y}/ detached  rear  admiral  A^(ei//V/^,  with  a  ftrong  fjutidron, 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French,  In  the  beginning  of 
Jpril  arrived  the  land-forces,  confifting  of  about  four  thou- 
fand*five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  brigadier 
Stuart^  and  other  experienced  officer?,  and  with  them  came 
a  large  ileec  of  vidualiers,  and  twelve  bomh-veflels  e.  7  he 
fleet  then  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  proceeded  to  Barcelona^ 
before  which  port  they  arrived  early  in  the  month  of  Afay^ 
and  found  the  Spanifa  affairs  in  Catalonia  in  the  fame  de- 
clining way  in  which  they  I  eft  them,  notwithftanding  all 
the  preifing  remonflrances  which  had  from  time  to  time 
been  made  by  our  admiral  to  the  Spanijh  cour:  on  that  fub- 
jeiSt.  In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral  Neville  was  fent  to 
efcort  a  body  of  Spani/h  troops,  which  were  to  be  tran* 
fported  from  Final  into  that  province.  He  had  alfo  di- 
redtions  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Savoy^  in  order  to 

I  4  be 

Other  French  accounts  of  this  affair ;  but  content  myfelf  with 
obferving,  that  the  marquis  du  Chalard  fays»  the  Content  carried  . 
54  guns,  and  380  men ;  the  Trident,  42  guns,  and  300  meo ; 
though  in  feveral  of  their  own  lines  of  battle,  in  the  years  1 692 
and  1693,  I  find  the  former  to  be  a  fhip  oi  64,  and  the  latter ' 
of  60  guns  ;  whic'x  is  fufiicient  to  fhew  the  credit  due  to  thefe 
authors.  e  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  z68,  27 1 .  The  Spaniards 

were  all  this  while  foUiciting  for  a  convoy,  and  fometimes  ex- 
preiTcd  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs  on  account  of  its  npt  being, 
provided.  Yet  this  was  entirely  thsir  own  fault ;  for  while  the 
admiral  thought  there  was  no  danger  of  the  French  coming 
out  of  Toulon,  he  had  prefied  them  as  much,  to  forward  their 
embarkation  at  .Final ;  telling  them  plainly,  that  after  a  cer- 
tain time  which  he  fixed.,  he  Ihould  not  think  it  fafe  to  fpara 
them  a  convoy.  But,  they  fufFered  it  to  elapfe,  and  then  grew 
impatient,  becaufe  admiral  RufTel  would  not  hazard  part  of  his 
fleet,  and  all  their  forces,  by  fending  the  convoy  at  a  time  whea 
the  French  fleet  might  have  be.en  at  (iea,  on  purpofe  to  inter- 
cept them. 
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be  informed,  whether,  with  the  afliftance  of  the  fieet,  he 
coL'.Id  undertake  to  invade  any  part  of  the  dominions  of 
Francj,  or  to  aflift  in  a  defign  that  was  then  formed  againft 
Toulon.  But  hi^  highnefs  being  intent  upon  taking  C<7/a/, 
declined  entering  upon  any  mc-afures  of  this  nature ;  and 
therefore  rear-admiral  Neville  was  forced  to  content  him- 
felf  with  the  execution  of  the  other  part  of  his  inftru(Stions,' 
and  rejoin  the  grand  fleet  with  the  Spanijh  troops  under  bis 
protedion,  which  he  very  happily  performed  f. 

•It  was  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Jw/)',  when 
tfie  'marquis  de  Gaftanaga^  the  Spanijh  governor  oi  Cata^ 
Ionia,  formed  the  defign  of  re-taking  PnlamoSy  in  which 
he  defired  the  aflTiftance  of  admiral  Rujfel,     To  thi?  pur-^ 
pDfe  he  mada  him  a  vifit  on  board  the   fleet,  where  the^ 
admiral  told  him  the  fituation  things  were  in,  the  neceffityi 
he  was  under  offending  home  fir  John  Muncttn  with  feme 
of  the  largert  fliips',  and  the  impofTibility  there  was  of  fuf-* 
fering  the  troops  to  continue  for  above  a  week  or  a  few* 
days  longer  on  (hore.     However,  in  fpite  of  ali  thefe  diffi- 
cultics  and  difappointment>-,  he  afTiirc:!   the   marquis,  that 
he  was  ready  to.  do  the  very  utmoft  in  his  power,  both  by 
landing  the  troops,  and   by  fcding  in  a  fquadrcn  of  light- 
vefitls  to  bumbafd  the  flac>^.     In  ct;nfequence  of  thefe  re- 

fulution%,- 

ji  

f  This  vi'.'is  one  great  end  of  fending  admiral  Ruffel  into  the 
Mcdi'crranean.     V'or  if,  v/ith   the  aiiiilance  of  the  duke  of, 
Savoy,  he  could  have  undertaken  any  thing  againft  Marfeiiles 
or  Toulon,  it  would  have  compleatcd  the  ruin  of  the  French  • 
power  at  fea.     But  the  duke  was  fo  ben.t  upon  the  conqueft  of ^ 
Cafal,  that  he  could  not  be  drawn  to  undertake  any  other  en-  •  * 
terprixe.     Admiral  Ruflel,  as  foon  as  he  undcrllood  this,  re-- 
folved  to  give  him  all  rlie  aiTiftance  poflible  in  that  defign  ;  and ' 
by   hindering  the  French  from  fending  any  fuccours,  enabled 
liimto  make  himfelf  martcr  of  the  place,  which   he  could  not 
otherwire  have  taken. 
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folutions,  the  confederate  forces,  confiding  of  four  thou- 
(and  Englijh  and  Dutcb^  were  landed  -,  the  former  under 
the  command  of  brigadier  $tuarf^  the  latter  under  thit  of 
count  Naffau  g.  This  was  on  the  ninth  of  Augujl^  and  it 
was  the  next  day  before  they  joined  the  Spanijh  army^  the 
very  fight  of  which  was  fufgcient  to  difcourage  them.  To 
enumerate  their  wants,  would  be  tedious  and  unnecefTary, 
fmce  in  truth  they  were  in  want  of  every  thing ;  and  if 
our  people  had  not  by  accident  brought  with  them  fome 
pick-axes  and  (hovels  on  (hore,  they  could  not  have  in- 
trenched themfelves ;  which,  however,  was  very  necefTary, 
iince  the  French  had  not  only  a  good  garrifon  in  Palamos^  but 
an  army  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  the  Spaniards^  within  ftght 
of  the  place.  The  bombardment,  however,  fucceeded  bet  • 
tsr ;  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  and  caflle  were  de^^ 
ftroyed  :  but  the  admiral,  being  informed,  that  the  French 
fleet  were  coming  out  of  Toulon,  thought  proper  to  reim- 
bark  his  forces,  and  to  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Provence^  ii^ 
order  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy  ^. 

Aftejv 

e  Burchet's  memoirs, p.  275.  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
^  The  French  writers  give  us  another  account  of  this  matter  t 
they  fay,  that  the  duke  of  Vendome,  who  commanded  their 
army  in  Catalonia,  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  attempt  the  rai-' 
fing  the  ficge  of  Palamos  by  force,  had  yet  addrefs  enough  to 
efFcdl  it  by  a  ftratagem.  He  fent  a  letter  by  the  mafter  of  a 
fifhing-bark,  directed  to  Mr.  Nanclas,  governor  of  that  place, 
acquainting  him,  that  he  mfght  depend  on  fpeedy  relief,  the 
flfeet  having  failed  from  Toulon  in  the  beginning  of  September. 
The  mailer  of  the  filhing-boat  had  orders  to  put  himfelf  in  the 
way  of  the  Englilh,  which  he  did  ;  and  the  admiral  being  de- 
ing  deiceived  by  this  letter,  failed  immediately  for  the  coafl  of 
Provence.  Hiftoire  militaire,  tom.  iii.  p.  178.  yet,  fuppofing 
this  faft  to  be  true,  the  French  had  no  ^reat  raufe  to  boaft  ;  for 
Palamos  was  reduced  into  fo  miferabie  a  condition,  by  being 
bombarded,  that  the  duke  de  Vendome  thought  fit  foon  after 
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After  his  departure  from  the  coaR  of  Catalonia,  the 
admiral  met  with  exceeding  bad  weather,  which  hindered 
hm  from  accomplifhing  fomc  tilings  he  had  in  view.  Htf 
found  alfo  that  his  intelligence,  as  to  the  defigns  of  the 
French,  had  not  been  very  exa<^,  and  therefore  thought  it 
advifab)e  to  retire  down  the  S tr eight s  \  which  he  did,  and 
arrived,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  incnth  of  Septemhiri 
in  the  bay  of  Ctdiz ».  There  he  made  the  neceflary  dif- 
jpofitions  for  fecuring  our  *rade  in  the  Mtditerranttm  from 
any  interruption,  for  leaving  a  fuificient  force  to  fruftrate 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  even  to  ailift  the  Spaniards, 
in  cafe  they  (hewed  any  greater  care  of  their  own  concerns 
after  his  departure  than  they  had  hitherto  done :  and  hav- 
ing made  thefe  provifions,  and  given  proper  inftrudtions  to 
iir  David  Mitchel,  rear-admiral  of  the  Red,  who  was  to 
be  left  with  a  fquadron  of  three  and  twenty  (hips  of  the 
line,  befides  frigates  and  bomb-velTels,  he  turned  his 
thoughts  entirely  to  the  carrying  the  re(t  of  the  fleet  back 
to  England,  mo(t  of  the  great  (hips  being  very  foul,  and 
many  of  them  but  indifFeiently  manned.  This  defign  he 
very  happily  accomplifhed,  arriving  in  November  with 
twelve  fail  of  great  (hips,  exciufive  of  the  Dutch,  a  frigate 
or  two,  and  fome  lire  (hips,  on  our  own  coa(ts  k.  * 

We  are  now  to  confider  what  palled  at  home,  and  haw 
thofe  meafures  were  profecuted,  which  had  been  concerted 
f)X  humbling  the  French  in  the  ocean.  Our  attempts  the 
year  before  had  not  indeed  anfwered  the  fanguine  expe<^a* 
tions  of  ignorant  people,  who  imagined  that  they  were  not 
to  have  left  a  houfe  (tanding  on  all  the  French  coaft  ;  and 

on 

to  withdraw  his  garrilbn,  and  blow  up  the  reft  of  the  fortifi- 
cations,        i  Kennet,  Burnet,  life  of  king  William.        ^  Poin** 
ter's  chronological hillory,  Burchct's  memoirs,  Prefent  State  of 
F.urope,  &C'  .      .■  •     » 
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on  the  other  hand,  feemed  but  to  juftify  too  well  what 
fuch  as  were  beft  skilled  in  oiaritime  affairs  had  advanced, 
is  to  the  impoffibiiity  of  performing  any  great  fervices  in 
the  way  of  bombarding  ;  yet  it  was  refolved  that  this  (hould 
be  purfutd  *.  The  great  men  in  the  cabinet,  amongft 
whom  at  that  time  was  the  famous  earl  of  Sunderland,  per* 
haps  the  ableft  minifter  of  his  time,  thought  themfelves 
better  judges  of  thefe  matters,  than  either  the  feamen  or 
the  people  ;  and  while  they  were  able  to  (hew  their  own 
force  for  the  prefent,  leflen  the  French  power  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  give  infinite  uneafinefs  to  the  whole  French 
nation,  by  fuch  Expeditions,  the  expence  of  them,  though 
confiderablc,  was,  in  their  judgments,  \cry  far  from  being 
thrown  away.  They  were,  befides,  vcty  fenfible,  that 
nothing  could  enable  us,  and  our  allies,  to  continue  the 
war  with  any  profpe£l  of  fuccefs,  but  our  making  fuch  ufes 
of  oiir  fleet,  as  might  leflen  the  vifible  fuperiority  of  the 
French  king's  forces  by  land.  This  had  been  efftdhially 
done  by  admiral  Ruffel  while  he  continued  in  the  Mediter^ 
ranetm :  for  though  he  found  it  impo^ble  to  enable  the 
Spaniards  to  do  any  thing,  who  had  little  or  rather  no  force 
at  all,  yet  he  had  vifibly  prevented  the  lofs  of  Barcelona^ 
and  indeed  of  all  Catalmiot  which  nothing  but  his  prefence 
could  have  kept,  either  this  year  or  the  lai^,  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  French  ;  and  the  bombardments  of  laft  year 
had  fruftrated  all  the  French  fchemes,  and  kept  their  whole 
naval  force  ufelefs  in  their  ports,  which  had  been  other- 
wife  employed  to  our  prejudice  m. 

The 


1  Burnet's  hillory  of  his  own  times,  vol.  ii.  p.  207,  zo^. 
«n  This  is  the  judgment  of  feme  of  the  beft  political  writers  of 
thofe  times ;  and  indeed,  if  we  confider  fa^s»  we  cannot  but 
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The  Hcet  intended  for  this  fer vice  was  in  fuchforward- 
tie(d  by  the  middle  of  Juney  that  the  lord  Berkley^  of  Strat* 
l«»,  who  was  to  conirjianJ   it,  had   or;lers  to  repair  om 
boaijd.     On  his  arrival  at  Spithiad,  a  council  of  war  was 
called^  in  order  to  conftder  what  fliouid  be  firft  under- 
taken }  and  upon  mature  deliberation  it  was  refolved,  that 
«here  was  the  grcatefl  probability  of  fucceeding  againft  St. 
AfaUis.      But  the  Duub  admiral,  Allemonde^  having  ac- 
cpiainted   lord  Berkltyy  that  he  had  the  king's  abfolute  or- 
•krs  to  ^ovify&cr  the  proje^  for  attacking  Dunkirk  before 
aiU  others ,;    thi^  occafioned  a,  frefh    delay.      However, 
when  it  was  propofed  that  the  Dh^c^  ihould  a&  feparately 
ijvthis  lafl  undertaking,  it  was  by  ti^em  declared  impra^- 
cable,  and  a  full  refolutjon  taken  to  execute  immediately  the 
^Agn  agalnft  St.  Maloes  ^.     With  .this  view  theflf et, failed 
on  the  twenty- third  of  Junt  j  and  on  the  fourth  of  July 
lord  Berkley^  with  all  the  (hips  under  his  command,  c;ame 
before  the  place,  and  began  inflantly  to  bombard ^^i»r«' 
/ir/,  to  the  weflward,  and  the  battery  rai/ed  by  the  enemy 
to  the  eailward,  on  point  DanbauKp.  betwipen  vifhich  is  the 
channel  of  the  town.     The  firft  fc» vice  was  performed 
by  colonel  Richards^  who liad*three  Englijh  2iad^twoi Dutch 
bomb-vedels  under  his  command,  and  the  latter  was  comw. 
mitted  entirely  to  the  Dute/j,  who  employed  therein  four 
bomb-ve/Tels  for  many  hours.     Qn  the  fifth,  every  thiug 
being  ready  to  attack  the  town,  lord  B&rkleyy  about  four 
li'clock  ill  the  morning,  gave  the  fignal.     Upon  tils  pap- 
rain  Benbow  went  on  board  the  CbarUi  galley,  ano  hoifted 
a  flame -coloured  flag  j  and  immediately  after,  the  Engii/h 

and 

lie  convinced,  that  it  wa^  better  for  lis  to  alnnn  and  burp  the 
f  retich  coafts,  than  to  fufi'er  them  to  alarin  and  burn  ours,  a^ 
they  did  fon^e'yc^rc  b^'fore.  »  Bifrchet^s  ittcmoirs,p.  293.' 

Kcnnct,  Burnet, 
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jind  D«/f^  frigates,  appointed  to  guard  the  bor^b-vefTclt, 
entered  the  channel,  and  came  to  an  anchor  within  a 
mile  and  an  half  of  the  town,  having  colonel  Rl:hardt^ 
with  the  bomb-vedcls,  in  a  line  before  them.  About  (ix, 
the  bombardment  began.  All  this  time  the  enemy  fired 
vef)'  warmly  from  the  (bore,  from  the  batteries  on  the 
great  ;»nd  little  bay,  in  the  ifland  of  Danbmr^  frorn  F$rt' 
Vauhan^  PcrtRoya/,  Fort-^ince,  &c.  their  gallies  and 
boats  takirig  alfo  the  opportunities  of  the  tides,  nnd  row- 
ing fometimes  fo  near,  as  to  gall  with  their  fmall  (liot  the 
line  of  bomb-veflels.  Yet,  in  fpite  of  this  interruption^ 
the  bombardment  was  fo  vigoroufly  purfucd,  that  al>out 
eight  o'clock  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  eaft  part  of  the 
town,  and  vaft  clouds  of  fmoak  were  feen  afcending  in  ic" 
veral  places.  Lord  Berkley,  admiral  AlUmondey  and  fir 
CloudeJJey  Shovel,  came  in  their  boats  to  encourage  the  fca- 
men,  and  exprefled  much  farisfa£tion  as  to  the  manner  ia 
which  the  attack  was  difpofe'd.  An  EngUJh  and  Dutch 
fire-fhip  fet  the  wooden  fort  on  the  ^ina  roc^  on  fire, 
which  burnt  for  two  hours ;  and  about  four  ir  the  after**' 
noon  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  weft  part  o,  the  town,- 
By  feven  in  the  evening,  the  bomb- ve/Tels  had  fpent 
their  whole  cargo  of  nine  thoufand  bombs  and  carca/Tes, 
and  therefore  the  fignal  was  made  to  put  to  fea.  This  en- 
tcrprizc  was  executed  by  fix  Engiijh  and  four  Dutch  men 
of  war,  nine  galliots,  fourteen  fiat-bottom  boats,  and  two 
brigantines.  The  lofs  liiftained  by  the  enemy's  fire  was 
fixty  men  killed  and  wounded  ;  a  bomb-veflcl,  called  the 
Terrible^  fo  (battered,  that  they  were  forced  to  fct  her- 
on fire ;  two  boats,  and  three  or  four  barks  funk.  The 
^bombardment  lalled  fomevv'-hat  more  than  eleven  hoursL 
with  all  the  fuccefs  that  could  puffibly  be  expelled,  a  great 
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part  of  the  place  being  burnt,  and  the  enemy  reduced  to 
the  neceflity  of  blowing  up  reverai  houfes,  to  prevent  the 
whole  from  being  deftroytd  <>. 

The  Prtnch  accounts  do  indeed  contradi^  thefe  }  but 
at  the  fame  time  they  neither  raife  the  reputation  o(  Frana^ 
nor,  with  impartial  judges,  can  difcredit  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced on  this  fubje^l  by  the  Englijh  and  Dutch.  M. 
^ificy  fells  us,  that  tl)e  court  appointed  marfhal  Choifiuil 
to  command  on  the  the  coaft  of  Britany.  At  La  Hogut 
he  had  two  battalions  of  marines,  three  of  militia,  a  regi- 
ment of  horfe,  and  a  regiment  of  dragoons  j  and  befides 
thefe,  he  had  a  numerous  Corps  de  Refer ve,  M.  (TEflrees 
coi^imanded  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rochelle  another  body 
of  forces.  The  care  of  Breji^  and  the  adjacent  country* 
was  committed  to  M.  Vaubarty  who  had  a  fpecial  commif- 
iion  to  enable  him  to  command  the  marines,  of  which 
there  were  twenty- two  battalions  on  the  coaft.  All  thii 
(hews,  how  apprehenfive  the  French  were  of  tliefe  vifits, 
into  what  confufion  they  put  them,  and  what  mighty  ex- 
igences they  were  obliged  to  be  at,  in  order  to  provide 
{{gainfl  their  eiie£ls.  As  to  this  particular  affair  of  St.  Ma* 
loesi  the  author  before- mentioned  is  pleafed  to  fay,  our  Heet 
confiftcd  of  feventy  fail,  of  which  twenty-iive  or  thirty 
were  line  of  battle  (hips  He  owns,  that  the  bombard* 
ment  continued  eleven  hours  -,  that  nine  hundred  bombs 

were 

<»  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3090  ;  where,  however,  it 
is  fald,  thac  the  fleet  failed  on  the  iwcnty-firft  ;  but  in  all  pro- 
bability it  put  back  again,  and  did  not  fail  till  the  twenty -ninth, 
as  appears  from  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3092.  TJie  account 
of  the  engagement  I  have  taken  from  my  lord  Berkley's  nar- 
rative, publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  3096,  after  comparing  it 
with  what  is  faid  in  IJurchet's  naval  hiftory,  and  the  Dutch  ac- 
counts ;  all  which  agree  perfcilly  together,  and  therefore  I  cak 
fee  no  reafon  to  doubt  any  of  the  fa^ts  they  coatain. 
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were  thrown,  of  which  five  hundred  fell  in  the  town, 
whereby  ten  or  twelve  houfcs  were  burnt,  thirty- five  or 
forty  damaged,  and  eighteen  or  twenty  pccple  killed  or 
wounded  p.  Father  Daniel  gives  us  pretty  near  the  fame 
account  j  and  both  agree,  that  two  infernal  machines  were 
fpcnt  on  Fort'^ince,  one  to  very  little,  and  the  other  to 
no  purpofc  at  all  %  Yet,  when  it  is  remembered  that  St. 
Maloes  was  an  old  town,  its  buildings  moftly  of  wood,  the 
ftrects  very  narrow,  and  the  place  crowded  wiih  foldiers,  it 
is  not  eafy  to  guefs,  how  fo  many  bombs  could  fall,  and 
yet  do  To  I'ttlc  hurt ;  and  this  induced  a  Dutch  journalift  to 
fay  merrily  enough,  that  the  Maloins  had  taught  their  dogs 
(which  every  body  knows  they  make  ufe  of  to  guard  theii 
city)  to  take  up  the  bombs  in  their  mouths,  and  run  away 
with  them  out  of  town  «■.  ^ 

After  this  affair  was  over,  it  was  rcfolved,  that  a 
finall  fquadron  fhould  proceed  to  Granvi/U,  a  place  of  great 
trade.  This  fquadron  confifted  of  eight  frigates,  and  as 
many  bomb-vcflels,  viz.  five  En^iijh 'ind  three  Dutch.  On 
the  eighth  of  July  about  nine  in  the  morning,  captain  Ben" 
•  how  anchored  before  the  place,  and  colonel  Richards,  ab^^ul 
an  hour  afterwards,  began  the  bombardment,  which  lifted 
till  fix  in  the  evening,  and  then  the  fquadron  bore  away, 

leaving 

■      I  Ill  I  I    II        !■■       I    I  III 

P  Hiftoire  militairc,  torn  iii.p  323.  But  all  that  is faid  there, 
iXiay  be  thus  accounted  for.  The  French  court  always  kept  iu 
pay  a  fettled  journahft,  who  was  intruded  to  heighten  all  their 
lucccffes,  and  to  extenuate  all  their  lofTes,  by  feig.ed  relations; 
which  relations  are  fince  reckoned  proper  documents  for  hi- 
fiory ;  though  at  the  time  they  were  pubiiflied,  their  true  vaiu« 
was  very  well  know  ,  and  they  very  juttly  defpifed,  not  abro.id. 
only,  but  even  by  feiifxble  people  in  France.  q  Journal  hiilo- 
rique  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  182.  Both  his  and  the  marquis  de  Quiiv 
cy's  account,  are  copied  from  their  Ouzettes.  «  f  refent  Statft- 
of  Europe,  hiftory  of  the  laft  war,  life  of  king  William,  Sec, 
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leaving  this  town  all  in  flames ;  which  is  a  fa£l  the  Frtruh 
have  never  oftered  to  difpute,  though  moft  of  their  writers 
(lip  it  over  without  faying  a  word.  On  the  ninth,  the  fleet 
appeared  before  Havre  de  Graa  ;  not  with  any  defign  to 
attack  it,  but  merely  to  alarm  and  harrafs  the  enemy  : 
which  having  performed,  they  failed  for  Pfrt/muth,  in  or- 
der to  make  the  neccflary  preparations  there  for  an  attempt 
upon  Dunkirky  the  deftrudlion  of  which  port  would  have 
given  equal  fatisfa£lion  to  the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  both  na- 
tions  fufFcring  very  much,  though  not  equ;  My,  by  her  pri- 
vateers, which  were  the  very  bane  of  all  our  northern  and 
coaft  trade  >. 

On  the  return  of  the  fleet,  four  hundred  foldiers  were 
immediately  embarked,  and  Mr.  Mteflers  received  orders 
to  prepare  his  machines,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  the  whole 
affair  depended.  After  this  all  the  proper  meafures  were 
concerted  with  that  engineer.  But,  whether  through 
fome  backwardness  in  him,  or  from  what  other  accident, 
is  not  very  clear  ;  fo  it  was,  that  the  month  of  July  expi- 
red before  the  attempt  upon  Dunkirk  was  made.  On  the 
^rft  of  Auguji  k>rd  BtrkUy  fent  in  the  bomb-ketches,  fire-^ 
Chips,  and  machine-veflels,  with  feveral  light  frigates  and 
brigantines,  to  protedl  them  againft  the  enemy's  hal.f-gal- 
lies,  and  other  armed  boats,  of  which  they  had  a  gre^t 
jnany.  About  nine  in  the  morning,  the  bombardment  be- 
gan ;  about  two  in  the  afternoon  four  fmoke-ihips  were 
lent  in^  which  were  burnt  to  little  or  no  purpofe.  The 
bomb-veflels,  however,  continued  firing  till  about  Ave, 
and  then  with  the  frigates,  ^r.  were  ordered  off.  Several 
of  the  (hells  fell  into  the  riie>bank  and  upon  the  pier- 
heads, 

•Burchet,  Kennet,  Oldmixon,  and  the  London  Gazette^ 
{Jo.  30J6. 
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heads,  and  three  of  the  enemy's  half-gallies  were   funk, 
fiut  they  had  in  all  places  made  fuch  great  preparations 
for  their  defence   with   boats,  bombs,   chains,  piles,  and 
pontons,  with  guns  upon  them,  as  rendered  this   attempt 
altogether   impra£ticable.     The   Frtnch  give   a  long  and 
pompous  account  of  this  affair,  and  I  think  do  the  EngUJli 
more  honour  than  any  of  their  own  relations ;  for  they 
make   the  mifcarriage  of  this  attempt,  the  efFtd  of  the 
courage  and  condufk  of  feveral  of  their   moft  experienced 
/ca-officers;  whereas  our  authors  univerfally  afcribe  it  ei- 
ther to  the  want  of  skill  in  Mr.  Meejiers,  or  to  the  mif- 
underftanding  between  him  and  fome  of  the  fea-cfHcers ; 
which  is  the  more  probable,  (tnce  he  deferted  the  fervice  in 
the  night,  and  could  not  be  pi'evailed  on  to  take  any  (hare 
in  the  fubfequent   attempt  upon  Calais  * . 

Lord  Berkley^  notwithflanding  this  difappointmenr, 
refolved  to  profecute  his  orders,  and  coming  before  Ca- 
his,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  determined 
toendeavo:  r  firft  of  ail  to  burn  a  wooden  fort  ere£led  at 
the  entrance  of  the  pier-heads,  which  was  furnifhed  with 
fourteen  heavy  cannon  ;  and  with  feveral  other  batteries 
defended  the  entrance  of  the  pi  ce  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
it  was  impoffible  any  thing  could  be  undertaken  till  thefe 
obftacles  were  removed.  To  this  end,  colonel  Richards 
was  ordered  to  fill  two  well- boats  with  the  materials  of  a 
fire  (hip,  and  to  difpofe  the  boats  for  making  a  formal  at- 
.    Vol.  III.  K  tack. 

*  I  have  taken  this  account,  as  thofe  before  infertec),  from  all 
the  relations  I  could  meet  with,  either  of  our  own,  or  fo- 
reign writers,  particularly  that  publifhed  in  the  Gazette,  No. 
3102.  Burchet's  Memoirs,  p.  297.  llilloire  iVIilitaire,  Jourr)ai 
hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  &c.  But  all  they  advance,  is  taken 
from  the  relations  printed  by  authority  to  amule  the  people. 
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tack.  Several  accidents  prevented  the  execution  of  this 
defign  till  the  feventcenth  of  Juguji  in  the  morning,  when 
anchoring  eaftward  of  the  town,  the  bombardment  began 
with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  by  noon  the  place  was  on  fire  in 
fcveral  parts.  About  this  time  the  enemy's  half-gallie^ 
came  out,  and  ftood  along  under  the  (hore,  in  order  to 
break  the  line  of  bomb-veflfels ;  but  the  frigates  and  brigan* 
tines  {landing  in,  put  them  into  fuch  confudon,  that  they 
retired  with  great  precipitation,  and  with  much  difficulty 
recovered  the  pier-heads.  The  bombardment  was  then 
'Continued,  without  any  further  interruption,  till  about  five 
in  the  afternoon,  by  which  time  fix  hundred  (hells  were 
thrown  into  the  place.  The  magazine  and  the  rife-bank 
vas  entirely  burnt,  feveral  houfes  deftroyed,  and  many 
fTjOte  very  much  damaged  ;  with  this  particular  circum- 
itance  in  our  favour,  that,  notwithflanding  al'  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy,  and  a  prodigious  fire  from  their  batteries, 
we  fufFered  very  little  lofs ;  only  Captain  Osborne,  who 
commanded  the  AiSorough-Kctch,  was  killed  by  a  cannon* 
ball  w.  M.  ^incy  afFedls  to  treat  this  attack  as  a  very 
(light  thing,  afTerting  that  not  above  three  or  four  houfes 
were  confumed,  and  about  as  many  people  killed  ;  and  yet 
he  acknowledges  that  abundance  of  men  had  been  ordered 
thither,  and  a  great  deal  of  pains  taken  to  prevent  their 
ifuffering  at  all  by  this  attempt ;  which  (hews  how  great 
their  apprehenfiuns  were,  and  how  neceflary  it  was  to 
calm  the  minds  of  th.;:  people  by  publifhing  fuch  accounts, 
but  depreciates  their  judgments  very  ^much  who  took  all 

thefe 

u  London  Gazette,  No.  3107,  Burchet's  Memoirs,  p.  303. 
Pointer's  chronological  hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  413,  Kenned  Bur- 


0/A»«^  WILLIAM  m.      147 

the(e  precautions  where,  (if  they  are  believed)  no  mifchief 

Could  be  done  ^. 

This  was  the  laft  attack  of  the  kind  that  was  made 

this  year ;  and  though,  upon  the  whole,  both   the  Englijl> 

and  the  confederates  reaped   very  confiderable  advantages, 

from  their  ruining  in  this  manner  all  the  enemy's  coafts^ 

while  their  fquadrons  were  (hut  up  in  their  ports,  and  in 

no  capacity  to  undertake  any  thing,  yet,  on  the  return  of 

the  fleet,  the  council  thought  fit  to  examine  into  the  con** 

du£t  both  of  the  oflicers  and  engineers,  who  charged  each 

other  reciprocally  with  want  of  skill,  or  want  of  zeal ;  but 

upon  a  thorough  examination  into  the  matter,  it  was  found^ 

that  their  want  of  uniifiimlty  was  the  greateft  misfortune  i 

and  it  appeared  fo  plainly,  that  by  proper  management 

the   French  ports  might  be  ruined,  notwithftanding  the 

mighty  pains  and  immenfe  expence  employed  in  fortifying 

them,  that  it  was  refolved  to  profecute  the  fame  method  ; 

and  it  was  particubrly  recommended  to  Mr.  Meefters^  not 

only  to  be  more  careful  in  providing  for  the  fupply  of  his 

machines  with  whatever  was  necefTary  for  their  a£iing  ef- 

fe^ually,  but  alfo  to  fecure  a  fufficient  number  of  experi- 

enced  pilots,  for  want  of  which  both  the  attempts  on  Dun^ 

kirk  had  mifcarried  ^  ;  that  might  ptherwife  have  ruined 

this  A\gier  in  the  narrow  feas. 

That  refped  which  is  due  to  truth,  and  the  thorough 

information  of  our  readers,  will  not  permit  the  paffing  over 

in  filence,  fome  misfortunes  that  fell  out  this  year  at  fea; 

When  the  French  court  found  that,  notwithflanding  the 

K  2  varf 

IV  Hiiloire  militaire,  Journal  hiilorique,  as  above. 
^  See  a  more  fatisfa6tory  account  of  this  matter  in  our  me- 
moirs of  the  lord  Berkley  of  Stratton. 
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vaft  expence  they  had  been  at,  in  order  to  raife  a  marr- 
timc  power,  they  were  yet  unable  to  look  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch  in  the  face,  they  gave  leave  to  many  of  their  failors 
to  enter  on  board  privateers,  which  enabled  them  to  di- 
fturb  our  trade,  and  to  enrich  thcmfelves.  The  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen^  who  had  the  ccmmand  of  a  Squadron 
ftationed  off  the  5^/7/y- iflands,  was  fo  unlucky  as  to  miftake 
a  fleet  of  merchant-men  for  the  Breji  fquadron ;  where- 
upon, without  taking  any  pains  to  be  fatisfied  whether  he 
was  or  was  not  in  the  right,  he  retired  immediately  into 
Milford-Hivcn^  which  expofed  the  Barbadoei  fleet  in  fuch 
a  manner;  thz  lanyofthem  were  loft,  two  E  aft  India 
(hips  were  taken  at  Tea,  and  three  more  were  either  burnt 
or  taken  near  Galway  in  Ireland^  by  fome  privateers  adling 
under  king  James's  commiflion,  Thefe  five  (hips,  biftiop 
Burnet  tells  us,  were  worth  a  million,  and  therefore  we 
need  not  be  furprized,  that  by  the  lofs  of  them  which  af- 
fected fo  many  people,  a  great  clamour  was  raifed  among 
the  merchants.  The  Admiralty  excufed  themfelves  by 
producing  the  inftru£lions  given  to  the  marquifs  of  Car- 
marthen^ and  other  officers ;  but,  notwithftanding  all  that 
could  be  faid,  it  appeared  incontefliably,  that  the  ttue 
fource  of  our  loffes  in  this  refpecft,  and  of  the  French  fuc- 
cefs,  was  their  having  {q  good  intelligence  of  all  our  mo- 
tions; whereas  it  never  appeared  that  with  all  the  money 
fpent  for  this  purpofe,  we  had  any  tolerable  accounts  of 
theirs.  How  far  this  was  owing  to  their  diligence  and 
dexterity,  and  how  far  to  our  indolence  and  treachery,  is 
what  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine,  biit  content  myfelf 
with  obferving,  that  in  a  time  of  war  no  money  is  fo  ill 
fparedy  as  that  which  might  be  employtid  in  gaining  early 

notice 
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notice  of  an  enemy's  preparations ;  for  chough  their  de- 
figns  may,  yet  thofe  can  never  be  hid  y  , 

But,  in  fome  meafure  to  ballance  thefe,  we  may  have 
leave  to  mentron  a  few  ads  of  extraordinary  courage  and 
condud,  which  our  own  countrymen  performed;  and 
which,  if  it  were  for  their  Angularity  only,  deferve  to  be 
remembered.  On  the  thirtieth  oi  May  1695,  as  one  Wi!^ 
Ham  ^hompfoTiy  mailer  of  a  iifhing-boat  belonging  to  the 
port  of  Pool  in  Dorfetjhlre^  was  tiftiing  near  the  ifland  of 
Purbeck^  with  only  one  man  and  a  boy,  and  perceiving  a 
privateer  of  Cherbourg  to  bear  down  upon  him,  he  was  (o 
far  from  avoiding  the  enemy,  that  he  made  ready  to  defend 
himfelf  the  beft  he  could  with  two  little  guns,  which  he 
had  mounted,  and  fome  fmail  fire-arms,  and  with  fo  in- 
conflderable  defence  behaved  himfelf  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  in  a  little  time  he  wounded  the  captain,  the  lieutenant, 
and  fix  more  of  the  French  ;  which  fo  difcouraged  the 
reft,  that  they  bore  away.  But  then,  in  his  turn,  Thomp- 
fin  gave  chace  to  the  privateer,  fired  upon  her  for  two 
hours  together,  and  at  length  made  the  enemy  firike,  beg 
for  quarter,  and  furrender.  So  that  7homp/on,  thus  vic- 
torious, brought  away  the  floop  with  fourteen  prifoners  (of 
which  the  captain  was  one)  having  left  two  more  at  Corfe^ 
Cajiiej  and  carried  her  into  Pool  harbour.  This  privateer 
had  two  pattarero's,  feveral  fmall  arn^s  and  granado's,  and 
fixteen  men.  For  this  gallant  exploit,  the  lords  of  the  JJ* 
miralty  gave  captain  Thompjon  a  gold  chain  and  medal, 
of  the  value  of  fifty  pounds,  and  made  him  a  present  alfo 

K  3  of 
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ill'"    " 

It  ^ 


I 


f 

1 1 
I! 
IS 


150        NAVAL   HlSrORT 

• 

of  the  veflcl  he  had  taken  z.  TJieir  lordfhips,  not  long  af- 
ter, gave  a  like  chain  and  medal  to  Mr,  lyilUami,  whq 
was  likewifc  matter  of  a  fifhing-fmack  belonging  to  fVhit^ 
fand-Bcyy  for  retaking  feveral  veflels  after  they  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  French  privateers  » .  Thefe  rewards 
had  fuch  an  effei^,  that  Captain,  Peter  Jolltjfey  in  a  fmall 
hoy,  called  the  Sea  Advetture  >erceiving  a  French  privav 
tecr  in  the  ifland  of  Purbeck  makj  prize  of  a  filhing-boat 
belonging  to  Weymouth^  he  boldly  attacked  him,  though 
of  three  times  his  ttrength,  and  having  firft  obliged  him  to 
quit  his  prize,  afterwards  forced  him  on  ftiore  near  the 
town  of  Luiworthf  the  people  of  which  made  thcmfelves 
matters  of  the  veflcl,  and  took  the  crew  prifoners ;  for 
which  brave  exploit:.  Captain  JolUffe  was  honoured  alfo 
with  a  gold  chain  and  med^^  ^.  Several  other  a£tions  of 
this  fort  gave  reputation  to  the  EngUJh  feamen,  and  plain- 
ly fhewed,  that  nothing  but  divifions  in  our  councils,  and 
faftions  in  our  fleets,  hindered  us  from  fuccccding  in  our 
defigns  of  making  a  defccnt  on  the  coafl:  of  France^  and 
revenging  the  injuries  done  our  commerce  by  the  priva* 
teers  of  that  nation:  a  defign  every  way  juft  and  reafonablc, 
fmce  the  French  king  not  only  furniflied  thofe  privateers 
with  feamen,  but  alfo  employed  his  own  (hips  in  this  kinj 
of  piratical  war,  and  caufed  (everal  medals  to  be  ttruck  on 
the  fuccefs  of  it  :  but  whether  thefe  will  tranfmit  his  glo- 
ry or  (ha me  to  pofbrity,  I  leave  every  impartial  reader  to 
determine*.       -^ 

.  The 


^  London   Gazette,   No.    308 ij. 
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«v,„..w.»  wc»..ww.s,,  x,w.  y-^y  Pointer's  chronological 
hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.1 1,  412.  Prefentftate  of  Europe.  *  Lon- 
don Gazette,  No.  3085.  *>  London  Gazette,  No.  3089. 
c  I  have  always  looked  upon  this,  as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of 
the  reftitude  of  thofe  cr  mcils,  to  which  were  owing  the  bom- 
bardment 
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The  cauipaiga  \n  Flanders  being  over,  king  TFilliam 
returned  to  England,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  O^ober  tlxxw- 
ed  At  Kenjington,  and  immediately  after  publiflied  a  procla- 
mation, by  which  he  diflblved  the  parliament,  and  called 
a  new  one,  which  was  to  meet  on  the  twenty  feco;id  of 
November  following.  About  the  fame  time  Sir  George 
Rooie  rccQivcd  orders  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  to  the 
fleet,  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command.  He  was  on 
this  occafion  declared  admiral  of  the  l^J^hite^  and  admi- 
ral and  commander  in  chief  of  his  majedy's  (hips  in 
the  Mediterranean^  with  inftru£lions  to  protcdl  the  Eng- 
lijh  commerce,  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and,  in  cafe  they 
pafled  the  Streights,  to  follow  them  with  the  whole 
fleet,  or  a  ftrength  proportionable  to  theirs.  Sir  George 
parted  from  the  EngUJJj  coaft  on  the  fixieenth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1695,  with  ^venty  fail  of  men  of  war  and   mer- 

K  4  chant- 

bardment  of  the  French  coails  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  give  the  reader  feme  inftances  in  fupport  of 
what  is  delivered  in  the  text.  Everybody  knows  how  fond 
the  French  king  was  of  caufing  the  remarkable  adions  of  his 
reign  to  be  recorded  by  medals ;  and  therefore  their  teftimony 
is  unexceptionable.  On  the  taking  the  India-fhips,  formerly 
mentioned,  there  was  a  medal  ftruck,  reprefenting  thefe  vef- 
fels  unlading,  and  their  cargoes  taken  from  the  (laves  who 
broucht  them  on  fhore,  by  a  man  complcatly  armed,  with  this 
Infcription,  Indica  hojiium  opes  intercepted,  i.  .e.  The  treaftires 
of  the  Indies  taken  from  the  enemies.  In  the  exergue,  169^. 
Upon  John  Du  Bart's  deftroying  a  fquadron  of  Dutch  (hiys,  ano- 
ther medal  appeared,  on  which  was  reprefentcd,  the  Catavian 
lion,  proftrate  on  the  ground,  the  genius  of  Holland  fitting  on 
his  back,  and  looking  with  an  air  of  diftraftipn  towards  a  ftiip 
at  fea,  with  this  legend,  huenfis  aut  captis  hojiinm  nai'ibus 
cneratis  triginta,  bellicts  tribus,  that  is ,  thirty  merchant-diips, 
and  three  men  of  war,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  either  burnt 
or  taken.  Iniheexergae^  ad  Texellnwy  1695.  A  medal  was 
alfo  ftruck  *on  the  fruitlefs  bombarding  of  Dunkirk,  which 
fticwed  of  how  great  importance  the  French  king  thought  that 
neft  of  pirates.    Hiftoiie  de  Louis  XIV.    1'om.  V.  p.  99. 
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chant-men  under  his  command,  and  in  thirty  eight  days 
arrived  faf^ly  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz.  There  he  applied  him- 
fclf  with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  the  fecuring  the  fafe  re- 
turn of  the  Turkgy  fleet,  and  prote£king  every  where  the 
Engitjh  trade  from  the  danger  to  which  it  flood  expofed 
from  the  French  privateers  ;  but,  as  to  the  latter  part  of  his 
inflru6lions,  he  found  himfclf  fcarce  in  a  capacity  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  the  force  he  had  in  the  port  of  Cadtz, 
being  much  inferior  to  the  ftrength  he  knew  the  French 
had  at  Toulon,  and  therefore  he  was  obliged  to  provide  the 
bcft  he  could  for  his  fecurity  there  j  many  of  the  great 
EngUJ}.,  fhips,  and  mofl:  of  the  Dutch  under  his  command^ 
being  fo  foul,  that  it  would  have  been  unfafe  to  have 
hazarded  them  in  an  Engagement.  In  this  fituation  Sir 
George  Rooke  remained  for  fome  time,  and  then  received  his 
majefty's  commands  to  return  for  England  ^ . 

We  are  now  to  enter  on  the  tran factions  of  1696,  a 
year  in  which  both  the  French  and  the  allies  were  refolvcd 
to  exert  their  greateft  skill  and  utmofl  force  for  continuing 
the  war,  though  they  were  both  heartily  weary  of  it,  and 
had  fuIBcient  reafons  to  wi(h  for  peace.  Ac  home  our  par- 
ty-debates ran  much  higher  than  evei".  The  tories  were 
formed  into  a  fixed  and  conftant  oppofition  to  the  govern- 
ment, making  it  a  capital  point  of  patriotifm  to  perplex 
public  affairs  ;  the  Engltjh  merchants  were  exceedingly  un- 
eafy  at  the  lofTjs  they  had  fuflained  in  trade,  and  all  Scot- 
land was  in  confufion  on  account  of  the  oppofition  given 
to  the  project  they  had  formed  for  eftablifhing  an  Eaft-. 
India  company,  and  making  alfo  a  fettlement  in  the  Wejl' 
Indies  at  Darien,     To  thcfe  fouices  of  uneafinefs  there 

were 
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^ext,  added  many  others,  fome  of  greater,  and  fome  of 
lefs  importance  :  among  the  former  may  be  reckoned  the 
brfinefs  of  a  general  recoinage,  and  among  the  latter  an 
epidemic  corruption,  .vhich  bad  fpread  itfelf  through  al- 
moil  every  offif  in  the  kingdom,  equally  to  the  difcredic 
of  the  government,  and  oppreflion  of  the  people.  While, 
therefore,  the  parliament  directed  its  councils  to  the  find- 
ing out  remedies  proper  for  fo  many  and  fo  great  evils,  the 
French  vsrere  contriving  (as  indeed  it  was  but  natural  ihty 
Ihuuld)  how  they  might  turn  our  domeftic  difputes  moft 
to  their  own  advantage  ;  and  at  laft  projected  the  means 
to  fet  on  foot  a  confpiracy  here,  while  they  were  prepar- 
ing there,  all  things  neceflary  for  the  making  a  formidable 
invafion.  Thus  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  they  made  a  vaft 
effort,  as  well  in  hopes  of  carrying  their  point,  as  to  juftify 
their  departure  from  it,  in  cafe,  after  (o  bold  an  attempt, 
they  (hould  meet  with  frefh  difappointments  e. 

It  was  pretty  early  in  the  winter  tha^  the  French  king 
formed  the  proje£l  of  invading  England^  and  by  this  means 
reiloring  king  James,  But  the  firft  fufpicion  that  was  had 
here  of  his  defign,  arofe  from  his  making  a  grand  promo- 
tion of  fea-oiSicers,  and  amongft  them  no  fewer  than  twenty 
captains  of  men  of  war ;  which  looked  as  if  they  did  not 
intend  to  let  their  fleets  be  idle^  as  they  had  done  for  two 
years  paft:  and  what  greatly  alarmed  the  nation,  was, 
that  we  had  no  confiderable  naval  force  at  home  to  oppofe 
them  f.  Their  greateft  preparations  being  at  Tsulon,  con- 
founded our  politicians  not  a  little ;  but  in  the  beginning 

of 
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of  Januaryy  1 696,  the  French  fcheme  began  to  unfold  it- 
lelf>  by.  the  early  failing  of  a  fleet  to  Dunkirk,  It  was 
ufual  for  them  to  fend  a  large  number  Si  vidluallers  thither 
in  the  winter,  efcorted  by  a  fmall  fquadron  of  men  of  war. 
But  the  fleet  now  fent  was  much  greater  than  formerly, 
and  the  fquadron  that  failed  with  it  as  an  efcort,  confifted 
of  feventeen  men  of  war.  Soon  after  this,  an  army  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  drawn  with  all  pcfTible  filence  from 
the  adjacent  garrifons,  was  brought  down  to  the  fea-coafts, 
and  five  hundred  tranfports  provided  with  extraordinary 
diligence  and  fecrecy,  in  order  to  carry  over  the  greater 
part  of  them  to  England^  while  moil  of  our  large  fhips 
were  laid  up,  and  the  reft  either  in  the  Mediiirranean,  or 
refitting  here,  in  order  to  be  fent  thither  g.  So  that  hither- 
to all  things  feemed  to  favour  the  views  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  not  a  little  rejoyced  at  an  accident  that  happened  at 
GilUngham,  in  the  river  Medway^  where  the  Royal  Sovi^. 
rtign  took  fire,  and  was  totally  confumed,  though  without 
prejudice  to  any  of  the  0iips  which  lay  near  her  K 

It 

f  Burcket's  memoirs,  hiftory  of  the  war,  confpiraey  againft 
king  William,  life  of  king  James  II.  Prefent  State  of  Europe, 
b  I  have  met  with  the  following  account  of  this  accident,  which 
is  very  curious,  in  a  pocket-book  of  an  old  feaman,  who  fome< 
time  belonged  to  her. 

*'  January  29,  1696.  The  Royal  Sovereign  was  the  firfl 
•*  great  fhip  that  was  ever  built  in  England  j  me  was  then  de- 
*•  iigned  only  for  fplcndor  and  magnificence,  atid  wa?  in  fomc 
**  meafure  the  occ^on  of  thofe  loud  complaints  againft  ftiip- 
•*  money,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  but  being  taken  down 
«*  a  deck  lower,  became  one  of  the  bell  iften  of"  war  in  the 
**  World,  and  fo  formidable  to  her  enemies,  that  none  of  the 
-'^  moft  daring  among  them  would  willingly  lie  by  her  lide. 
*'  She  had  been  in  almofl  all  the  great  engagements  that  had 
**  been  fought  between  England  and  Holland,  and  in  the  lad 
•*  fight  between  the  Englifh  and  French,  encountring  the  won- 

«  der 
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It  was  the  Intention  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  have  embarked 
at  Dunkirk  i6,ooa  men,  who  were  to  be  commanded  by 
king  James  in  perfon,  and  under  him  by  the  marquis  of 
Harcourty  then  lieutenant-general,  and  afterwards  marfliai 
oi  France,  This  embarkatbn  waste  have  been  efcor  ted 
by  two  ftiong  fquadruns,  under  the  marquis  of  Nefmond 
and  John  du  Bart,  all  which  might  have  been  executed, 
if  bad  weacher  and  contrary  winds  had  not  prevented  it. 
In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Berwick^  fir  Getrge  Berkley^ 
and  fome  other  experienced  officers,  were  fent  over  to  dif- 
pcfe  the  malcontents  here  to  perform  their  part  in  this  un- 
dertaking. But  when  ail  things  were  fuppofed  to  be  in 
perfeft  readinefs,  the  whole  fcheme  was  happily  difcovered  j 
and  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  February^  the  king  came  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  in  a  fet  fpeech  informed  ir^Ti 
of  the  whole  affair  K    At  the  fame  time  orders  were  given 

«<  der  of  the  world.  She  fo  warmly  plycd  the  French  admi- 
«  ral,  that  fhe  focced  him  out  of  his  three-decked  wooden 
^*  caftle ;  and  chafing  the  Royal  Sua  before  her,  forced  her  to 
**  fly  for  fhelter  among  the  rocks,  where  flie  became  a  prey  to 
♦*  lefier  veflfels,  that  reduced  her  to  afhes.  At  length,  leaky 
♦*  and  defeftive  herfelf  with  age,  (he  wus  laid  up  at  Chatham, 
♦*  ih  order  to  be  rebuilt ;  but  being  fet  on  fire  by  negligence, 
**  flic  was,  upon  the  twenty -feventh  of  this  month,  devoured  by 
«'  that  element,  which  fo  long  and  fo  often  before  flie  had  im- 
«<  perioufly  made  ufe  of,  as  the  inftrument  of  de(lru€tion  to 
"  others."  i  As  I  do  not  enter  any  farther  into  the  hiftory 

of  thefe  times,  than  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  underftanding 
the  fads  I  relate,  fo  I  chofe  to  give  this,  and  other  paflages  of  a 
like  nature,  from  the  mofl:  authentic  pieces  I  have  met  with. 
The  following  concife  detail  of  the  confpiracy,  was  publiftied 
in  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3161,  with  the  king's  fpeech,  and 
the  joint  addrefs  of  both  houfes. 

**  By  the  great  mercy  of  God,  a  difcovery  has  been  made  of 
»*  a  moft  horrid  and  detefl:able  confpiracy,  in  which  many 
!*  wicked  aod  traitorous  perfons  were  engaged  to  afltaiTmate  his 

•*  majefly) 
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for  afTembling,  with  the  utitioft  diligence,  the  greateft 
number  of  fhips  poflible ;  and  admiral  RuJJelj  after  having 
affiftcd  at  a  board  of  Admiralty^  where  proper  inftru<5lions 
were  prepared,  went  down  to  Dial^  and  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  February  hoifted  the  Union  flag  on  board  the  Ftc- 
torjy  and  in  a  few  days  ftood  over  to  the  coaft  of  France^ 
having  under  his  command  upwards  qf  fifty  (hips  of  the 
line,  EngUJb  and  Dutch^  at  a  time  when  the  Fri  ich  be- 
lieved we  could  not  afTcmble  ten;  which  extraordinary 
expedition  confounded  all  their  deflgns,  and  rendered  the 
.  Invafion  abfolutely  impra£licable,  after  all  the  pains  and 
expence  that  had  been  for  fome  months  employed  about 
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majefty,  when  he  went  abroad.  At  the  fame  time,  a  ri(ing 
was  intended  within  the  kingdom,  and  an  invafion  from 
**  France ;  to  which  end,  divers  French  troops  were  drawn  to- 
wards Dunkirk  and  Calais,  and  tranfport-velTels  and  boats 
were  got  together  at  thofe  places,  of  all  which  his  majefly 
having  received  f^veral  concurring  informations  and  advices, 
orders  were  given  for  apprehending  the  confpirators.  Many 
of  whom  h4ve  been  already  feized,  and  ii!?h  fh-ift  fearch  is 
made  after  the  reft,  that  it  is  hoped  few  or  none  of  them  will 
efcape  the  hands  of  juflice.  The  forces  in  England  are  in  a 
readinefs  to  march,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  his  majefty'& 
troops  in  Flanders,  lie  ready  to  embark  at  Oftend.  Admi- 
*'  ral  KuITel  is  in  the  Downs,  with  a  fquadron  of  his  majefty's 
**  (hips,  who  will  be  daily  reinforced  by  other  men  of  war 
•*  from  the  river  and  Spithead  And  the  care  that  has  been 
**  taken  for  the  «fence  and  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  will,  we 
**  doubt  not,  witi:  the  bleffing  of  God,  be  fufficient  to  difap- 
"  point  the  deligns  of  our  enemies."  i>^  On  the  twenty- 

fv»urth  pf  February,  there  were  but  eleven  {hips  in  the  Downs, 
and  by  the  twenty-eighth,  the  admiral  had  with  him  one  firlV 
rate,  twelve  third,  twenty  four  fourths,  and  three  fifth  rates, 
befides  fire-fhips,  and  the  following  flags  under  him,  viz.  lord 
Berkley,  admiral  of  the  Blue ;  fir  Cloudeiley  Shovel,  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  Red;  Mr.  Aylmer,  vice-admiral  of  the  Bluei 
twelve  Dutch  fhips,  under  two  rear-ad|nirals« 
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Om  the  twenty-eighth  of  February^  the  admiral  camo 
CO  an  anchor  off  Gravtliny  with  part  of  the  fleet  j  and 
lord  Berkliyy  with  a  fquadron  under  his  command,  lay  be- 
tween him  and  Dunkirk,     As  the  admiral  paiTcd  by  Calais^ 
he  perceived  the  harbour  crowded  with  all  forts  of  fmall 
vefTels,  for  the  intended  embarkation  of  the  French  troops. 
As  for  the  feventeen  men  of  war,  which  were  to  have  cf- 
corted  them,  thirteen  were  run  in  as  clofe  to  the  pier  of 
Dunkirk  as  poifible,  and  proved  to  be  all  large  (hips.     Sir 
Chudejley  Shovely  with  fome  other  experienced  officers,  was 
fent  to  look  upon  them,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  poifibility 
of  burning  them  or  not ;  but  after  a  long  confultatioa 
with  Mr.  Meefters  and  the   engineers,  it  was  declared  to 
be  impra^icable ;  and  thereupon  the  admiral  determined 
to  quit  that  ftation,  and  return  into  Dovtr  road,  leaving, 
a  fquadron  under  (ir  Chudejley  Shovel^  to  watch  the  mo« 
tions  of  the  enemy  1.    This  fquadron  continued  cruizing 
in  the  Downs  all  the  month  of  March^  without  attempt- 
ing any  thing  ;  but  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  being 
reinforced  with  feveral  Dutch  (hips,  (ire*(hips,  and  bomb- 
vefTels,  he  received  orders,  on  the  fecond  of  April,  to  un- 
dertake the  bombardment  of  Calais ;   in  purfuance  of 
which,  he  immediately  came  before  that  town,  and  made 
the  necefTary  difpofttions  for  performing  his  orders.    On 
the  third,  the  bomb-vefTels  began  to  fire  about  noon,  and 
continued  firing  till  evening,  in  which  time  above  three 
hundred  bombs  and  carcaifes  fell  either  in  the  town,  or 
among  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  with  fuch  eflFedl,  as  ro 
kindle  fires  in  both,  and  muft  certainly  have  done  a  great 
deal  of  mifchief  in.     But  as  moft  of  the  bomb-veHels  aod, 

brigantines 

1  ^urchet's  memoirs,  p.  325.         m  Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet, 
OldmixQn^  Quincy,  P.  Daniel^  Memoirs  de  Fourbin. 
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brigantires  had  their  rigging  deftroyed,  and  their  mortars 
difmounted,  (the  wind  too  blowing  very  hard  from  the 
Ihon*)  fir  Cloudtjliy  Shovily  having  Mt  a  fquadron  to  keep 
'  in  the  French  men  of  war  at  Dunkirk^  returned  into  the 
Dnunsy  where  he  received  orders  on  the  eleventh  of  jfprii 
to  join  the  grand  fleet  at  Spithead,  But  before  he  could 
execute  thefe  orders,  fir  George  Rooke  arrived  in  the  Downs 
with  his  fleet  from  the  Sir  eights^  and  took  upon  him  the 
command  ^, 

All  the  views  of  France  were  now  totally  difappointed, 
lind  the  Englijh  flrength  at  fea  become  (o  formidable,  that 
they  were  able  to  undertake  little  or  nothing  againft  it. 
Yet  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fare  to  embarafs  the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  orders  were  dif- 
patched  to  the  Toulon  fquadron,  direding  that  it  fhould  im- 
mediately fail  into  the  ocean ;  and  at  the  fame  time  John 
du  Bart  was  commanded  to  proceed  out  of  the  harbour  of 
Dunkirky  with  eight  men  of  war  and  two  fire-fliips.    In 
the  mean  time  fir  George  Rooke  arrived  at  Spithead,  after 
having  detached  feveral  of  his  cleaned  (hips  for  particular 
fiirvices,  received  there  a  commiflton,  appointing  him  ad- 
miral and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet.     His  inflruc- 
tions  were,  to  lie  in  fuch  a  flation  as  fhould  be  moft  proper 
for  preventing  the  Toulon  fquadron  from  getting  into  any 
of  the  ports  of  France  j  upon  meeting  them  he  was  to 
fight,  and  upon  his  receiving  notice  of  their  getting  into 
any  port,  he  was  to  ufe  his  utmoil  endeavours  to  burn  or 
deilroy  them  there  ;  or,  in  cafe  he  had  intelligence  of  their 
getting  fafe  to  Breft,  he  was  then  to  return  to  Torbay,  and 
to  remain  there  till  he  fhould  receive  further  orders.    On 
the  fourteenth  of  May,  1696,  fir  George  Rooke,  with  the 

flnet, 

^  See  our  memoirs  of  fir  George  Rooke. 
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fleet,  being  on  the  coaft  of  France^  received  certain  sntelii- 
gence,  that  the  loulw  fquadron  was  Safely  arrived  at  BreJ^. 
Upon  this  he  held  a  council  of  viar,  « herein  it  wai  rc- 
rolved,  that,  as  many  of  the  largcft  Hiips  in  the  fleet  were 
very  foul,  and  the  whole  much  inferior  to  the  combined 
fquadrons  in  the  harbour  of  Brtft^  they  (hould  immedi- 
ately purfue  the  laft  part  of  their  inftru^tions^  and  return 
to  Torhay  \  which  accordingly  they  did,  and  there  the  fleet 
was  foon  reinforced  to  the  number  in  the  whole  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  fail,  of  which  no  fewer  than  eighty- 
live  were  of  the  line  of  battle  <». 

A  refolution  having  been  taken  in  the  privy  -council,  u 
to  the  bombarding  the  Fnnch  coafts,  orders  were  fent  to 
fir  Georgt  Rotke^  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 
May^  to  return  to  the  fervice  of  the  board,  as  one  of  the 
lords  of  ihf.  ^dmiralty^  it  being  intended  to  entruft  th«; 
fleet,  or  at  lead  fuch  a  part  of  it  as  (hould  be  employed. ia 
the  before- mentioned  fervice,  to  the  care  of  the  lord  B4ri' 
ley,  of  StrattoTiy  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  the  year  be- 
fore.   Thefe  orders  reached  fir  George  Rooke  on  the  tw«:nty- 
feventh  oi  May,  i6p6  ;  but  before  he  returned  to  L&ndm 
he  received  advice,  that  feventy  French  men  of  war  wer? 
actually  lying  in  CamareuBay^  with  three  blue  fl^p,?,  ax^d 
a  white  one  flying ;  of  which  he  not  only  gave  advice  to 
the  Admiralty,    but  on  his  coming  to  town,    addrefled 
himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  then  fecretary  of  ftate, 
to  whom  he  made   the  following  propofal :  '*^  That  the 
«  body  of  the  fleet  (hould  lie  in  Camaret  and  Bertheaume 
«  bays,  and  a  dctochment  be  made  to  fuftain  the  fmall 
•«  frigates  and  bomb-veflfels,  while  they  went  in  to  do 
«  what  mifchicf  they  could.    It  was  his  opinion,  that 

"  thus 

o  Burchet^s  memoirs,  p.  341. 
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thus  blocking  up  the  enemy's  fleet  in  their  pHncipal 
port,  infulting  their  coafts,  and  burning  their  towns  all 
*^  at  the  fame  time,  would  expofe  them  exceedingly  to  the 
•*  world,  make  them  very  uneafy  at  home,  and  give  high 
**  reputation  to  his  lAiajeily's  arms.    And  all  this  he  be- 
**  Ueved  might  be  done,  if  fpeedily  undertaken,  with  the 
*^  aififtance  of  fome  fmall  frigates,    which  were  much 
**  wanted."    If  this  fcheme  had  been  immediately  pur- 
liied^  it  might,  in  all  probability,  have  been  executed  with 
fuccefs.    But  after  being  laid  before,  and  examined  by,  the 
privy-council,  it  was  at  laft  fent  down  to  the  fleet,  to  be 
re^confidered  there  by  a  council  of  war  ;  when  lofs  of  time, 
and  other  accidents,  had  rendered  it  lefs  pradicable,  and 
therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  it  was  rejeded  P.  •  •  '•» 
Lord  Berkley^  hoifted  the  union  flag  on  board  the 
Britannia^  on  the  third  oijune^  1696,  the  fame  day  that 
fir  George  Rooke  fet  out  for  London ;  but  he  foon  found, 
that  notwithflianding  his  commiflion ,  he  was  very  far  from 
having  the  command  of  the  fleet.    For  having  propofed  to 
n  council  of  war  the  attacking  of  Brejiy  which  was  the 
projedt  approved  by  the  privy- council,  they  refolved  that  it 
was  in  their  opinion  impracticable,  as  on  the  fixteenth  of 
the  fame  month  they  did  the  fame  as  to  the  propofal  of  fir 
George  Rooke^  before- mentioned.    His  lordfliip  rerdving, 
however,  not  to  remain  any  longer  inadlive,  failed  on  the 
twenty-fourth  for  the  French  coaft^.     On  the  third  of 

'  J ''hi 

P  Burchet*s  naval  hiftory,  p.  546.  Memoirs  of  fir  George 
Rooke,  Hiftory  of  the  laft  war.  Though  this  propofition  did 
not  turn  to  the  nation's  advaiitage,  yet  it  was  of  fome  ufe  to  fir 
George  himfelf ;  v/hcn,  as  we  ftiall  hereafter  obferve,  the  houfe 
of  commons  enqr.ircd  into  the  conduft  of  the  fleet,  and  at  the 
fame  time  into  his  behaviour.  q  London  Gazette,  No. 

3197,  Burchet,  Ken/ici,  Burnet,  life  of  king  William,  Prefent 
§tate  of  Europe,  &c. 
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Juiyy  the  admiral  font  the  Burford  and  the  N€V)czi/ik^  with 
a  firc-fhip,  to  the  ifland  of  Groyy  with  orders  to  land.     On 
Ihe  fourth  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  about  two  leagues 
from  Belliflii  and  barges  and  pinnaces  were  immediately 
manned,  in  order  to  make  a  defccnt  upon  Hoaty  one  of 
the  iflands  called  Cardinals^  which  thv  y  performed,  rava- 
ged the  whole  ifland,  and  burnt  the  only  town  that  was 
upon  it  i"  they  did  the  fame  in  the  ifland  of  Hodich,  and 
brought  ofF  a  great  number  of  cattle.    On  the  fifth  a  great 
reinforcement  was  fent  to  captain  Fittpatrlck^  who  had' 
landed  in  the  ifland  of  Groyy  where  they  deftroyed  twenty 
villages,  containing  about  thirteen  hundred  houfes,  took  a 
Ihip  from  Newfoundland^  and  twenty  fmall  vefTels,  and  car- 
ried off  about  fifteen  hundred  horfes  and  black  cattle  r.  The 
hmc  day  fir  Martin  Beckman^  who  was  fent  to  bombard 
the  town  of  St.  Martins^  in  the  ifle  of  Rheg,  performed  his 
commiffion  very  exadly,  throwing  in  the  fpace  of  one 
night,  two  thdufand  two  hundred  and  thirty  bombs  iind' 
carcaiTes  into  the  place,  by  which  the  befl  part  of  the  town 
was  burnt  down,  with  all  their  warehoufes,  and  the  goods 
contained  in  them ;  notwithftanding  the  place  was  very 
well  fortified,  and  our  fquadrons  fuflained  a  very  warm  fire 
all  the  time.     On  the  feventh  the  fariie  fquadron,  which 
conftfted  but  of  ten  men  of  war,  bombarded  Oiionney  and 
in  the  fpace  of  a  night  threw  into  it  almoft  two  thoufand 
bombs  and  carcaflfes,  which  had  fuch  an  tfk&,  that  the 
town  was  feen  to  be  on  fire  in  fifteen  places  at  once «.  After 
Vol.  III.  L  thig^ 

'I  have  followed  in  the  text  the  orthography  of  lord  Berk- 
leys relation,  as  it  is  printed  in  the  Gazette,  No.  3263.  but 
the  proper  names  of  thofe  iflands  arc  Grouais,  Houat,  Heydic. 
The  adnliral  certainly  adled  right  in  landing  where  he  might 
do  moft  mifchief,  and  expofe  his  men  leaft.  ■  London  Ga- 
Ectte,  No  1204.  Pointer's'chronological  hiftory,  vol,  ii.p.  431. 
Life  of  king  William,  Prefent  State  of  Europe. 
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tfhlsy  the  admiral  not  finding  it  convenient  to  land  on 
BelliJJe^  continued  to  alarm  the  French  coaft  till  towards 
(he  latter  end  of  the  month ;  and  then,  through  want  of 
provifions,  and  the  weakuefs  of  the  fleet,  occafioned  by  ma- 
king feveral  detachments,  he  found  himfelf  under  a  neceffi- 
ty  of  returning  to  Spithead  * . 

Th  e  French  aftedled  to  ridicule  thefe  bombatdnients, 
and  the  fame  humour  Teems  vtxy  unaccouatably  to  hav« 
pofTeiTed  abundance  of  people  at  home.     Even  Mr.  Bw^^i 
jhet^  fpeaking  of  my  lord  iS^ri/^'s  exploits,  calls  them  Tr^ 
tie  Enterprizes  i  and  yet  nothing   is  more  certain,  tha<|| 
that  the  French  were  grievoufly  aiFe^ed  by  them,  their  coun«- 
try  being  kept  in  a  perpetual  alarm*    This  the  reader  wiUf 
'  eaiily  difcern,  when  he  is  told,  that  between  Brejl  and  Gou^ 
lit  there  were  forty  batteries  eredtd  on  one  fide,  and  twen«*v 
ty-five  on  the  other  j  that  on  thefe  batteries,  wece  moun&».f 
cd,  nineteen  mortars,  and  four  hundred  and  eigh^  nine 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  above  iixty  thoufand  men, 
quartered  up  and  down  on  the  coafts,  to  prevent  the  bad 
cfFedls  of  an  invailon.     If  Fra»rtf  had  been  under  qo  con*^ 
cern,,  fuch  precautions  would  never  have  been  taken,  and  if 
ihe  was,  the  bombardments,  that  fpread  tbi3  terror,  i^uft 
not  have  been  fuch  (light  things  as  fon^e  writers  repreient 
them,  or  if  they  were,  what  wefe,  thofe  whom  tbc)(  Tq., 
frighted  "  ?  Ix  . 

*Burchet'5  naval  hiftory,  p.  547,  548.  uHiftoireMi-i 

litaire,   torn,  iii    p.   276,  Memoircs  l^iiloriques  ^t  cl)u-.onQlar « 
giques,  p.  Daniel,  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  548..    Biit  M,  ' 
D^evifc,  the  French  Gazetteer,  exceeds  them  £ul  in  his^  ac< 
count  of  the  matter.    The  exploits  of  ti^e  Englifh,  fays  he,  a^e 
fo  extravagant,  that  they  are  Icarce  credible,  and  their  QXpedi'  » 
tions  fo  pitiful,  that  they  ferve  only  to  excite  fcorn  and  con* 
tempt.     All  they  did  during  their  ftay  at  Bellifle,  was  to  make 
adefcent  on  the  ifland  of  Grouais,  a  defencelefs  place,  where" 
they  burnt  a  few  houfes«  carried  off  a  parcel  ofiheep,  ham- 
2  firin^«i 
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It  is  agreed  on  sill  hands,  that  the  care  taken  this  year 
of  our  trade,  was  (o  great,  and  the  orders  of  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty  were  fo  Well  executed,  that  our  feveral  fleets 
of  merchant-ftien  reti^rned  fafe,  notwithftanding  the  French 
made  it  therr  principal  buiinefs  to  intercept  them.  In  two 
inftances  indeed  we  were  fomewhat  unlucky,  the  firft  was 
in  Niwfmndland^  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  elfe- 
whcre,  the  other  in  refpe6t  to  the  Dunkirk  fquadron,  of 
wktch  the  fallowing  is  a  very  exa-^  account.  In  the  month 
of  Mofi  1696,  rear-admiral  Benbow  had  the  command 
given  him  of  a  fmall  number  of  (hips,  with  orders  to  pre- 
vent Du  Bart  from  getting  out  of  that  port*  When  thit 
fear-admiral  arrived  before  it,  he  found  the  French  fqua- 
dron  ready  to  fail,  and  his  own  too  fmall  to  guard  both  the 
taft  and  north  channel.  He  did,  however,  his  beft  i  but 
the  weather  proving  hazy,  and  he-  cruizing  before  thd 
north  channel,  Du  Bart  gave  him  the  flip,  and  having  i 
Uat  wind,  was  quickly  out  of  reach  ^.  Rear-admiral  B^H'i 
bow  refolved,  however,  to  purfue  him,  and  did  fo ;  but 
th6  Dutchy  for  Want  of  proper  orders,  refufed  to  foHow 
him.  Du  Bart  in  the  mean  time  executed  his  fcheme^ 
which  was  to  attack  the  Dutch  Baltick  fleet  in  their  returt^ 
home,  whidhf  he  performed  on  /ne  eighth  of  June,  Thii 
fleet  coniifted  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  fail  of  merchant' 
(hips,  under  an  efcort  of  five  frigates.     Du  Bart  took  all 

L  2  •  the 

ibing'd  1 50  horfes,  and  killed  the  cattel  in  a  charch-yard;^ 
They  burnt  alfo  a  few  houfes  in  the  iflands  of  Houat  and  Hey* 
die  In  fine,  continues  he,  the  very  powder  »hey  have  fpent 
in  thefe  fruitlefs  attempts,  muft  huve  cod  more  than  the  da> 
mage,  they  have  done,  amounts  to.  This  was  certainly  very 
proper  news  for  the  court  to  publifli,  io  order  to  keep  up  the 
ipirita  of  the  people  ;  but  an  Hiftorian  furely  deferves  ilame 
who  copies  after  iuch  an  author, 
w  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  549,  550. 
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the  men  of  war,  and  at  lead  half  the  merchant-men.  In 
the  height  of  this  vi£lory  the  outward-bound  Baltick  fleet 
appeared  in  l;ght  under  an  efcort  of  thirteen  men  of  war) 
who  immediately  attacked  Du  Bar{,  and  forced  him  to 
burn  four  of  the  men  of  war,  and  thirty-five  merchant 
men,  and  to  turn  the  fifth  frigate,  which  had  on  board 
the  crews  of  all  the  refl,  adrift,  fo  that  (he  wat  re-takep  ; 
but  according  to  the  French  accounts,  he  returned  after  all 
with  fifteen  <)rizes  into  the  road  of  Dunkirk t^.  Rear-ad* 
mir^il  Benbow  convoyed  afterwards,  with  his  fquadron,  our 
fiorthern- bound  fleet  to  GotUnbourghy  and  thence  proceed- 
ed to  Hamburgh,  and  returning  homewards  in  the  month 
of  September,  he  had  fight  of  Du  Bart*i  fquadron^  and 
chafed  him  till  he  fa w  it  was  to  no  purpofe :  however,  he 
i^ad  the  fatisfaflion  foon  after  of  joining  four  j?;?^/^,  and 
eleven  Dutch  Eq/f  India  (hips,  which  came  north-about, 
and  thereby  efcaped  the  French  privateers,  and  luckily 
cqoigh  for  them,  even  Du  Bart  himfelf,  though  they 
inufl.have  had  fight  of  his  fquadron  y  .  ' 

Thus  ended  the  naval  operations  of  (his  year,  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  where  we  certainly' difappointed  all  the 
French  defigns,  did  them  no  fmall  damage  on  their  coafb, 
kept  the  befl  part  of  their  fleets  blocked  up  in  their  har- 
bours, and  proteded  our  trade  better  than  it  had  been  for 
many  years  paft  ;  yot  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament, 
which  began  on  the  20th  of  Ostober,  1696,  one  of  the 
iirft  things  the  hoafe  of  commons  did,  was,  to  enter  into 
an  enquiry  into  the  late  mifcarriages  of  the  fleet,  and  this 
cxpofed  Sir  George  Rgoke^  and  Sir  Ckudejly  Shovel  tofeveral 

ftria 


*  Hiiloire  Militaire,  torn.  iii.  p.  279,  Riencourt*  torn,  iii.- 
p.  489.  J.iniiersy  torn.  ii.  p.  606.        7 Burchets*s  naval  hifto- 
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tktiGt  cxaailnations ;  in  which,  however,  nothing  appear- 
ing that  could  be  conftrued  either  an  omiilion  or  breach  of 
duty,  the  affair  dropt,  and  the  houfe  afterwards  voted  the 
fum  of  2,372,197  /.  for  the  maintenance  of  forty  thoufand 
feameny  and  of  the  two  marine  reginents,  and  for  the  or- 
dinary of  the  navy,  and  the  charge  of  the  regiftry  of  fear 
men  *  . 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  point  of  our  hiftory,  which 
naturally  leads  us  to  takei  a  view  of  what  pafled  in  the 
pyifl-IndUs  from  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  the  clofe  of 
the  next  year  1697  ^  and  as  our  reafons  for  treating  this 
fubje£fc  at  once  have  been  already  given  at  large,  we  ihall 
enter  upon  it  here  without  further  introducElion.  There- 
volution  took  place  \-\  our  colonies,  as  eafily  as  it  had  done 
at  hnme,  on  a  principle  which  was  very  emphatically  ex- 
prefled  by  one  of  our  governors,  who,  when  he  was  rum« 
moned  by  a  man  of  war  to  fubmit  to  king  fp^illiam  and 
queen  Mary^  very  fenfibly  anfwered,  that,  if  they  were 
king  and  queen  at  Whitehall^  they  (hould  be  fo  thc/e,  and 
proclaimed  them  immediately.  By  this  means  the  planca- 
iions  were  fecured  againfl;  every  thing  except  foreign  it..ur 
fions,  and  to  thefe  they  were  not  long  expofed  ;  fmce  to- 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  1689,  orders  were  given  for  fit- 
ting out  a  fquadron  for  Barbadoes,  and  the  Le%uard  IJlands^ 
under  the  command  of  captain  Lawrence  PFright,  who  was 
direded  to  fail  as  foon  as  poilible,  and  had  very  ample  in- 
firudions  given  him  ».  It  fell  out,  however,  in  confc< 
,  L  3  quence 

«  See  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  Commons,  Kennet,  Bur- 
net, Oldmixon,  &c.  aBurchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  451, 
This  fquadron  conlifted  often  fail  of  men  of  war,  viz.  On« 
tkht|  rate,  feven  fourth,  and  two  fifth  rates,  two  fire-ihips  and 
a  K«tcli.    The  duke  of  BoUon's  regiment  of  foot  embarked  oa 
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quence  of  abundance  of  unluckly  accidents,  that  he  did  not 
leave  Plymouth  till  the  eighth  of  March  following.  Arriv- 
ing in  Carlijle  bay  on  the  eleventh  of  May,  1690,  he 
found  all  things  there  in  a  better  pofture  than  he  expefted, 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  when  his  men 
were  pretty  well  recovered  of  the  fcurvy,  he  failed  for  the 
Ltward  IJlandsy  in  order  to  aflift  general  Codrhgton,  who 
wast  preparing  for  an  expedition  againft  St.  Chrijiopher^s^ 
where  we  had  been  joint  pofTeflbrs  with  the  French^  who 
had  now  driven  us  out,  and  had  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  the  whole  ifland  b . 

The  commodore  failed  on  the  third  of  Juue  to  Mant-^ 
ferrdt,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  general  from  Jntigua, 
<with  fuch  a  force,  as  the  Englijh  colonies  could  fupply* 
Thence  they  proceeded  together  to  Nevis,  in  confequence 
of  a  refblution  taken  in  a  council  of  war,  to  make  a  defc^nt 
as  foon  as  poffible,  upon  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  On 
the  twenty  third.  Sir  Timothy  Tbornhill  landed  with  five 
hundred  men,  to  the  eaft  of  Frigates  bay  ;  and  having  twice 
engaged  and  routed  the  French,  marched  on  to  Baffi-Tern^ 
and  in  the  way,  beat  the  French  forces  a  third  time.  This 
broke  the  fpirits  of  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
gave  general  Codrington  no  difturbance,  when  he  landed 
with  three  thoufand  men,  and  marched  the  fame  way, 
Tht  fleet  at  the  fame  time  failed  into  the  road,  in  order  to 
batter  the  town  and  forts,  while  the  general  attacked  it  by , 
land.     The  French,  however,  faved  theqn  the  trouble,  by 

«  aban- 

.       _    .  ^  

board  it,  and  the  Commodore  was  inftrufled  to  ufe  his  befl 
endeavours  to  fecure  the  Englifh  Colonies,  aifift  the  Dutch,  ajnd 
diftrefs  the  French;  in  ail  which,  he  wasdireded  to  take  thQ 
advice  of  councils  of  war,  of  g^eral  Codrington,  the  govevnof 
and  council  of  Barbadoe!s,&c.  t>  Burchet*  Keonet,  CqIukiq^ 
Roflrata,  HiflQire  militaire  P.  Daniel, 
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abandoning  the  pJace,  and  fetting  it  on  fire.  In  about 
three  weeks  time,  the  whole  idand  was  reduced,  and  tho 
ieaibn  of  hurricanes  coming  on,  the  fleet  returned  tri- 
umphantly to  Barbadoes,  and  the  defign  of  making  farther 
conquefis,  was  poftponed  to  another  year  c  . 

In  the  month  of  January ^  1691,  the  commodore  re- 
ceived frefh  orders  from  England^  directing  him  to  ftay 
Tome  time  longer  in  Jmerica ;  upon  which  he  took  up  fix 
of  the  largeft  merchant-fliips,  turned  them  into  men  of 
war,  and  on  the  twelfth  of  February  failed  for  the  Leward- 
IJlandu  There  an  unhappy  difference  fprung  up  between 
him  and  general  Codrington^  which  ruined  the  expedition. 
For  though  in  the  month  of  April  they  landed  in  Marigal- 
lante^  and  in  a  great  meafure  ruined  that  fettlement,  from 
whence  they  proceeded  to  Guadelupe,  and  remained  there 
fomc  time ;  yet  on  the  news  of  a  French  fquadron's  being 
in  the  neighbourhood,  they  hailily  re-embarked  their  for- 
ces, and  refolved  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  at  the  fame 
time  almoft  that  the  French  had  determined  to  abandon  the 
jjland.  Soon  after  this.  Commodore  J^right  returned  to 
Barbadoesy  where  finding  his  condu^  univerfally  diiliked, 
he  under  pretence  of  ficknefs,  quitted  the  command,  hav> 
tng  firft  feparated  the  fquadron  to  different  fervices ;  and 
foon  after  returned,  with  very  little  reputation  to  Eng* 
land\  A  certain  author  indeed  tells  us,  that  he  was  fent 
home  a  prifoner,  of  which,  if  it  had  been  fo,  I  think  fe- 

cretary 

c  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  555*  556,  557.  This  was  in 
fomc  meafure  owing  to  the  ficknefs  of  ^the  troops,  and  tofeve- 
ral  (hips  being  difabled  ;  but  was  chiefly  occafioned  by  the 
Commodore's  receiving  orders  to  return  to  England,  which,  as 
we  fhall  fee  were  very  quickly  countermanded.  *  Britifh 

empire  in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  54.    Hiftory  of  the  war,  Pre* 
fent  ilate  of  Europe,  1691.    e  Burchet's  Memoirs,  p.  123. 
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qrctary  Burchei  would  fcarccly  have  been  ignorant,  anJ 
yet  the  contrary  is  exprelly  faid  by  him,  though  he  doet 
indeed  intimate  that  ^e  dcfcrved  it  c.  However  we  hear  no 
more  of  him  or  his  deferts !  / 

The  fame  year  fome  other  expeditions  were  undertaken 
againft  the  French  in  this  p«rt  of  the  world.  The  colony 
of  New-England  found  itfelf  (o  liable  to  difturbapce  from 
the  fettlement  the  French  had  at  Port-Royal,  in  Nova* 
Scotia,  that  it  wai  refolved  to  attack  it,  and  that  too,  as 
foon  as  the  war  broke  out.  With  this  view,  a  confidera- 
ble  'eet^  with  fcven  hundred  land-forces  on  board,  wai 
f  ix  J  out  under  the  command  of  fir  JVtlliam  Phifs,  who 
Cjik ;  iVom  Nantafcot  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Jpril,  1690, 
and  by  i  .  middle  of  the  next  month  he  completed  his 
deiign,  and  reduced  Port- Royal,  and  the  adjacent  fettle- 
men'j,  under  the  dominion  of  the  Englijh,  His  quick 
fucrjefs  in  thi?,  induced  the  colony  to  undertake  an  enter- 
pr'z&of  greater  importance,  which  was  no  lefs  than  the 
reduction  of  ^tehec,  the  capital  of  the  French  fettlements 
in  Canadcf,.  This  was  certainly  a  well  laid  fcheme,  and  if 
it  had  been  executed  with  equal  prudence,  muft  have 
turned  vtxy  highly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Englijh ;  as 
experience  has  convinced  us  iince.  The  colony  (hewed 
on  (his  occafion  a  very  extraordinary  meafure  of  public 
fpirit,  by  raifing  na  lefs  than  two  thoufand  men,  whom 
they  embarked  on  board  their  fleet  of  thirty-two  ikil,  great 
and  fmail,  without  demanding  or  expelling  any  aififtance 
from  hence  K 

With  this  force  fir  U^tlliam  Phips  failed  fiom  HulL 
near  Bo/ion^  on  the  ninth  of  Augufl^  and  arrived  about  the 

beginning 


c  Burchet'^  memoirs,  p.   123. 
America,  vol.  i.  p.  22, 
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begiiwing  oiStpUmhtr^  before  the  river  of  Canada,  but 
was  there  unluckily  by  contrary  winds  detained  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  it  was  three  weeks  before  they  arrived  at 
^ibic.  This  gave  the  count  de  Fronttnac,  governor  there 
for  the  Fffnch,  an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  and 
of  drawing  all  the  ftrength  of  the  colony  to  ^tbecy  whirl 
{xttVilliam  Phips  expected  would  have  been  divided  by  a^ 
aimy  marching  over  land,  and  attacking  Mmttt-Royai  fort, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  fell  upon  the  city.  This  army 
was  to  confift  of  a  thoufand  men  from  New-York,  Con' 
ntiiicut,  and  Plymouth  colonies,  and  fifteen  hundred  Iro' 
quois.  The  Englijh  marched  as  far  as  the  great  lake  of 
Canada^  but  not  finding  canoes  ready  for  them  to  pafs  it, 
and  the  Indians  not  joining  the?  according  to  their 
agreement,  they  returned  ;  by  which  fa^  nifcarriage  count 
Frenttaac  had  no  need  to  make  1^. '  detachments  for  the 
iecurity  of  Mount' Royal.  Sir  TPiHu  ■*  fummoned  the  count 
to  furrender  the  city,  but  rec  Wed  a  very  infolent  and 
haughty  anfwer.  On  the  eighth,  c:  OMer,  the  Englijh 
landed  under  lieutenant-general  Whalley,  to  the  number 
of  fourteen  hundred,  for  to  that  number  they  were  now 
reduced  by  the  fmall-pox,  and  other  difcafes.  In  the  mean 
while,  fir  William  brought  his  (hips  to  bear  on  the  weft  end 
of  the  city,  waiting  when  general  Whalley  would  begin  tlie 
aiTault.  But  this  gentleman  hearing  that  count  de  Frmtt* 
nac  had  four  thoufand  men  within,  and  was  provided  to 
make  a  vigorous  defence,  notwithftanding  the  entreaties 
of  the  Englijh  foldiers  to  the  contrary,  refolved  immedi- 
ately to  re-embark.  Sir  IVilliam  expecting  the  fignal  for 
their  attacking  the  town  on  the  eaft  fide,  fent  a  meflenger 
on  fliore  to  know  the  reafon  of  their  not  giving  the  aflault  j 
vvjuch  when  he  underftood^  and  faw  many  of  the  men 
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were  almoft  frozen  to  death,  to  which  we  may  add  the 
colonel  and  others  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  he  ordered  them  on 
board  to  refrefti  themfelves  -,  and  calling  a  council  of  war» 
it  was  therein  refolved  to  return.  Thus  ended  this  fruitlefs 
cxpidition,  which  coft  the  colony  oi  Nnu-EngUtni  fo  large 
a  Aim  of  money,  and  as  to  which,  mighty  expectations 
had  been  raifed  g  ! 

SzvERAL  accounts  have  been  given  of  this  unlucky 
expedition  ;  but  moft  of  them  written  either  with  a  view 
to  load  the  chara6ler  of  fir  Pf^tlUam  PhipSy  or  elfe  purely 
to  excuft  hit  condud.  The  bounds  of  this  work  will  not 
permit  an  ample  examination  of  the  whole  affair,  much 
leis  a  recapitulation  of  what  has  been  faid  on  both  iides. 
Yet  thus  much  I  think,  from  an  impartial  confideration  of 
the  UOti  ftated  by  both  parties,  it  is  my  duty  to  declare, 
that  fir  WiUiam  Phips  intended  well,  and  did  his  beft 
through  the  whole  expedition;  though,  perhaps,  neither 
his  education  nor  experience,  had  qualified  him  for  a  com- 
mand of  fo  extenfive  a  nature.  But,  beiides  any  miftakes 
he  might  fall  into,  there  were  many  untoward  accidents 
which  contributed  to  fruftrate  this  defign,  and  therefore  it 
is  equally  cruel  and  unjuft  to  lay  the  blame  entirely  at  his 
door.  This  is  certain,  that  no  man  could  be  more  fenfibly 
aiFeded  than  he  was  by  this  difappointment ;  and  yet  he 
made  it  the  bufmefs  of  the  remaining-  part  of  his  life,  to 
difpofe  all  things  for  another  attempt,  in  hopes  the  fuccefs 
of  that  might  tfrace  the  memory  of  the  former  mifcarriage, 
and  this  ought  to  be  remembered  to  his  honour  K 

I» 

g  See  the  life  of  fir  William  Phips,  by  Cotton  Mather,  La- 
hontan's  voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  155.  Letter  from  New -England, 
dated  November  22,  1690,  containing  an  account  of  the  Que- 
bec expedition.  k  Britilh  Empire  in  America,  vol*  i.  p.  22, 
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In  the  latter  end  of  O^feb^r^  1691,  captain  Raipb 
Wrtn^  who  then  coRunaoded  the  Norwich^  had  orders  to 
fiul  with  that,  and  two  other  fourth  rates,  to  Barbadois^ 
and  from  thence  to  the  Luward-Iflandt^  where  he  was  to 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  fuch  (hips  as  were  in  that 
fUtbn ;  and  his  general  inilru6tions  were,  to  fecure  the 
trade  and  plantations,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy.  He  failed 
from  Plynuutb  on  the  twelfth  of  Dtambtr^  4nd  on  the 
fixteenth  of  the  next  month  arrivw-^  ra  Carlljlt-Bay^  in 
Barbados,  He  had  not  been  there  long,  before  he  was 
informed*  that  the  Frtnch  had  a  ftout  fquadron  at  Tea, 
which  had  taken  the  Jirfey^  that  was  to  have  joined  com- 
modore PFiriH, 

Upon  the  news  of  this,  the  governor  and  council  of 
Barbadoes  agreed,  tbaf*  two  large  merchant-fliips  (hould  be 
fitted  out,  in  order  to  join  the  five  men  of  war  already 
under  the  comn^odore  ;  and  that  with  thefe  he  (hould  at- 
tack the  Frtmh  fquadron,  though  it  conftfled  of  nine  fail* 
Accordingly  the  commodore  quitted  Barbadoes  on  the 
thirteenth  of  January^  and  cruized  for  about  a  week,  but 
without  feeing  the  enemy,  and  then  returned.  Another 
council  of  war  being  held,  it  was  therein  refolved,  that 
the  commodore  (hould  proceed  with  his  fquadron,  and  the 
merchant-(bips  that  were  then  ready,  for  the  Letward^ 
JJlands,  This  he  accordingly  performed,  and  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  February,  he  fell  in  with  a  French  fquadron 
of  eighteen  men  of  war,  from  fixty  to  forty  guns.  They 
laboured  all  night  to  engage  him,  and  about  eight  in  the 
morning,   on  the  twenty. fecond,    the  enemy  having  a 

frefh 

The  New.  England  letter  before-mentioned,  which  was  re* 
printed  at  London,  in  1691,  in  410.  with  remarks  upon  it,  un- 
on  the  title  of.  The  humble  addrefs  of  the  publicans  of  New- 
England,  to  which  king  you  pleafe. 
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freOi  gale,  and  moft  of  the  oommodore's  fquadron  not  a 
breath  of  wind,  four  of  their  (hips  bore  down  upon  th< 
Mary,  commanded  by  lieutenant  ff^at^  who  defended  her 
very  well,  until  the  commodore  could  come  to  her  affift- 
ance.  At  the  fame  time  the  Mcrdaunt^  commanded  by 
captk  n  Bottlefy  with  one  of  the  hired  fliips^  and  the  Eng- 
hnd  Fngatty  commanded  by  captain  Siubbs,  were  warmly 
engaged  in  the  very  midft  of  the  enemy  ;  but  they  cleared 
themfelves  with  all  the  bravary  imaginable.  The  com- 
modore finding  the  great  difproportion  as  to  the  ftrength, 
bia  fquadron  confifting  then  but  of  feven  {hips,  and  that 
the  merchant-(hips,  which  were  under  his  care,  had  taken 
the  pioper  and  ufual  methods  for  their  own  fecurity,  he, 
after  a  warm  engagement  of  four  hours,  wifely  provided 
for  the  fafety  of  the  (hips  of  war  under  his  command,  by 
bearing  away.  He  did  k,  however,  with  (b  little  (ail,  that 
he  fecured  the  three  (hips  which  the  enemy  gave  chafe  to : 
and  they,  as  much  tired  of  his  company,  readily  ftood 
away  from  him.  Thus  by  a  due  mixture  of  courage  and 
conduA,  the  commodore  faved  his  fmall  (quadron,  and 
gained  an  high  reputation,  this  having  been  reckoned  one 
of  the  beft  conducted  actions  of  the  war.  The  gallant 
commander,  however,  did  not  long  enjoy  that  fatisfadlion 
which  muft  necefTarily  refult  from  performing  fo  (ignal  a 
iervice  as  he  had  done  to  his  country  ;  for  as  at  the  very 
time  of  the  engagement  he  was  in  a  declining  (late  of 
health,  fo  very  foon  after  his  difeafe  carried  him  off,  and 
in  Augujl  following,  part  of  his  fquadron,  under  the  com-o 
mand  of  captain  Boteltr^  returned  to  England  i. 

The 

i  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  459.  Britifh  empire  in  America^ 
life  of  king  William,  hiilory  of  thelaft  war,  rrefent  St^t^  <^ 
Eur©pe.    ' 
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The  government  being  very  fenfible  of  the  inconvcni- 
cnciesrefuhing  from  their  want  of  having  a  fufficicnt  force 
in  tht  frffl-InMiSy  refolved  in  tlic  year  1692,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  complaints  that  had  been  made  from  moil  of  the 
colonics  on  that  fubjcdl,  by  fending  a  powerful  fleet  thi- 
ther, under  the  command  of  fir  Frencls  H^etUr^  as  gallant 
and  as  judicious  in  officer,  as  any  in  the  navy.  The  fqua« 
dron  he  was  to  command  confifted  of  twelve  men  of  war, 
beftdes  fmaller  vefTcla )  and  he  was  li.'.ewife  empowered  to 
take  under  his  command  fuch  (hips  of  war,  as  he  (hould 
find  in  that  part  of  the  world.  He  had  under  his  convoy 
ilfo  a  certain  number  of  tranfports,  with  fifteen  hundred 
land  troops,  and  had  aflurance  given  him,  that  he  (hould 
find  another  body  of  veiy  good  troopa,  ready  aflfembled  in 
Barbadoes ;  and  in  conjunction  with  them  he  had  orders 
to  attack  fome  of  the  French  fettlcments,  which  it  wat 
judged  very  pradlicable  for  him  to  reduce  K 

Sir  Francis  left  our  coaft  in  the  beginning  ofjanuary^ 
and  on  the  twenty-lixth  of  the  (ame  month  touched  at 
Mttdeiroy  from  whence  he  failed  for  Barbadoes^  and  arrived 
there  on  the  fir((  of  March,  There  it  was  unanimoufly 
refolved,  in  a  full  council  of  war,  that  Afartinico  (hould 
be  the  place  attacked  $  and  advice  was  fent  to  general 
CodringttH  of  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron,  that  he  might 
draw  together  the  forces  of  the  Letward-ljlands^  in  order 
to  join  the  regiments  brought  from  England^  and  the 
troops  (about  eight  hundred  foot)  raifed  in  Barladois ;  to 
which  fir  Francis  WhttUr  offered  to  join  another  regiment, 
compoled  of  feamen,  to  be  commanded  as  colonel  by  him 


m 


^  The  ftate  of  (ir  Francis  Wheeler's  fquadron  was  this ; 
two  third  rates,  fix  fourths,  three  fifths,  one  fixth,  three  fire- 
(hips,  aftorc  Ihip,  hofpital,  aud  bomb  veflTei  Sec  Eurchet's 
meniovrs,  jrc^ 
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in  perfon.  April  the  fifteenth,  1693,  the  Iquadron,  With 
all  thefe  troops  on  board,  arrived  at  Guide  Sac  Rayal^  in 
Martinico ;  but  inftead  of  proceeding  to  perform  without 
delay  what  they  came  thither  about,  it  was  refolved  in  a 
council  of  war,  hel^i  on  the  twentieth,  that  the  men  (hould 
re-embark,  and  the  fnuadron  fail  to  Dominica^  ibere  to 
take  in  water,  and  to  give  the  men,  who  were  very  fickly, 
an  opportunity  oi  refreihing  themfelves.  As  the  commo* 
dore  was  very  fenfible  this  manner  of  acting  would  be  in- 
(differently  relifbed  at  home,  he  defired  and  inliflcd,  that 
every  member  of  the  council  of  war  (hould  give  his  opi* 
nion  in  writing  i  by  which  k  appeafs^  fcarceany  botfU 
Francis  WhuUr^  and  lieuteaant-colcnei  C0//,  wcix  for 
landing  and  acting  vigproufly.  The  rcafons  inftAed  on  by 
fuch  as  voted  for  a  contrary  meaiufe,  were,  that,  thtf  eitemy 
had  a  fuperior  force,  that  one  fuU  third  of  cur  foUiers 
were  Irijh  papifts,  not  to  be  tclied  00,  and  that  haearding 
an  engagement  in  thsfe  circuaftances,  was  hasa^iag  the 
whole  Leeward' JJlandsy  fince,  in  caft  of  a^  deitnt^  they 
had  not  a  fufficient  force  to  defisnd  theni.  Theft  wera 
chiefly  infiiled  on  by  gpneral  Codringtofti  wIkt  deolsfeily 
however,  that  he  was  ready  to  attempt  Dminico^  provided' 
the  dee c  could  remain  in  thoTs  parts  fix  week*; or  twv 
months  ;  but  this  being  inconfiftent  with  the  conniiodore'tf 
inftru£lion$,  and  the  troops  from  Barbaehep  iihpatitnt  to 
retuui,  was  not,  indeed,  could  ntot  be,  complied  with  K 
Such  was  the  iilue  of  this  expedition,  of  which,  io  Engiofuf, 

from 
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1  The  French  made  a  grand  affair  of  this,  and  have  drawn 
up  fine  accounts  of  their  repuJling  and  defeating  the  Englilh, 
though  there  happened  but  two  flight  ikirmiihes.  Jovnual 
hiftorique  de  Louis  XIV.  p.  lyz.  Hiiloirc  ii>i.it«urc,  par  M. 
Quincy,  torn.  ii.  Hilloire  dc  Louis  XIV.  torn.  v. 
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from  the  commodoro's  known  chara^er,  there  were  high 
expe^ationa.  '  I 

Sir  Francis^  towards  the  latter  end  oi May^  failed  for 
New-England^  and  arrived  at  Bojim  on  the  twelfth  of  June, 
H«  immediately  propofed  to  fir  William  PhipSy  then  go« 
vcrnor,  the  attacking  ^ehec  a  fecond  time.  But  though 
nothing  could  have  been  more  agreeable  to  that  brave  and 
public-fpiritcd  man,  yet  as  circumftances  then  flood,  he 
could  not  clofe  with  it.  Such  an  expedition  required  a 
ftrength  of  four  tliouiand  men  at  leaf^,  and  thefe  (having 
had  no  previous  notice)  the  governor  could  not  poffibly 
draw  together  by  the  beginning  of  July^  which  was  the 
very  latefl  a  fleet  that  was  to  be  thus  employed  could  fail ; 
and  therefore  this  grand  defign  appearing  every  way  im- 
practicable, was  dropt,  even  by  thofe  two  men,  who  of 
all  others,  had  it  moft  at  heart.  This  difappointment  de- 
termined the  commodore  to  quit  BoJim  as  foon  as  poffi- 
bk  J  and  tnercforc  on  the  third  otlAuguJi  he  left  that  place,^ 
and  proceeded  for  Newfoundland^  refolving  to  attempt 
fomething  there  worthy  of  the  force  with  which  he  left 
England^  and  the  honour  allowed  him  of  carrying  the 
Vmwfiagy  from  a  view  to  the  advantages  which,  it  was 
not  doubted,  would  refult  to  the  nation  from  hh>  expedi- 
tion^ On  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft  he  arrived  at  PlactU' 
tia^  and  found  the  enemy  much  ftronger  there  than  he  ex- 
pected J  for,  in  the  firil  place,  the  town  was  well  forti- 
fied ;  next,  there  were  in  the  harbour  fcveral  flout  priva- 
teers, the  haven  itfelf  excellently  provided  with  batteries, 
heavy  cannon,  bombs,  ^c.  with  at  leafl  two  thoufand 
foidiers  and  inhabitants,  well  difciplined,  and  moil  of  them 
old  Buccaneers,  Sir  Francis,  however,  was  not  to  be  dif 
CQuiaged  i  he  called  a  council  of  war»  laid  down  the  me- 
thod 
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thod  in  which  the  place  ought   to  be  attacked  at  once  by 
(ea  and  land,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  going  in  with  the 
men  of  war  to  batter  the  great  fort,  which  was  the  moft 
dangerous  part  of  the  undertaking.  However,  as  there  were 
•leven  land  to  fix  fea^officers  in  this  council,  they  refolved 
the  whole  to  be  impoiTible  and  impracticable.     Sir  Francis 
It^eeUr  Wc\ exceedingly  chagrined  at   this  new  diigrace^ 
but  to  (hew  how  little  this  inactivity  agreed  with  his  dif- 
pofition,  he  gave  orders  for  deftroying  the  French  Hfhery 
at  St.  P^/^r's ;  which  was  done  efFeCtualiy,  and  fo  that  it 
was  not  very  foon  j  or  very  eafily  recovered  m. 
T  On  the  twenty-eighth  of  Augujl^  he  failed  froift  the  bay 
of  Bulls  in  Newfoundland  for  England^  where  he  did  nDt 
arrive  till  the  eighteenth  of  OSlober  following^  his  (hips  in 
a  bad,  and  his  men  in   a  much  worfe  condition,  fo  that 
they  were  i'carce  able  to  navigate  them.     Yet  as  unfortu- 
nate as  this  expedition  proved  from  firft  to  laft,  (ir  Francis 
Wheeler  never  fell  under  the  leaft  cenfure.    The  accounts 
he  traniinitted  home,  joined  to  the  letters  from  the  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  and  the  extracts  of  proceedings  in  councils  of 
war,  juftified  him  fo  clearly,  and  fet  his  courage  and  con- 
duct in  fo  fair  a  light,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  Partfrnouth^ 
he  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  finding  a  commiflion,  appointing 
him  rear>admiral  of  the  Rtd  ;  a  preferment,  which  as  it 
was  obtained  purely  by  merit,  fo  it  never  expofed  him  to 
envy  n,.....^But  to  look  now  to  another  coa(^. 

The  Royal- African  company  finding  themfelves  much 
dilturbcd  in  their  iradc,  by  the  new  fettlements  made  by 
the  French  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sennegal,  and  having 

exadt 

»n  IJiirchct '9  memoirs,  p.  r  172.  Britifh  Empire  in  Arhe- 
rica,  life  of  king  William,  Prc.'ent  State «f-Europe,  hiftory  of 
the  war.  ^  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  1 74.  Sir  George  Rooke's 
memoirs,  hiftory  of  the  laft  war. 
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exa6t  intelligence  of  the  fchemes  concerted  by  that  nation 
for  extending  their  own  trade  in  thofe  parts,  and  deftroy' 
ing  curs,  refolved  to  exert  the  great  force  they  had  in 
Guinea^  to  fecwre  themfelves  from  all  thefe  apprehenfions, 
by  attacking  the  enemy  immediately,  in  order,  ifpoffible, 
to  the  difpoiTefllng  them  of  their  fettlements  before  they 
could  gain  any  intelligence  of  the  dcfign.  If  on  their  form- 
ing this  project,  they  had  applied  themfelves  to  the  admi- 
ilration,  and  had  either  procured  afliftance  for  the  cxecu« 
tion  of  it,  or  afTurance  of  having  their  conquefts  prote^ed, 
they  had  certainly  carried  their  point,  and  the  French  been 
beaten  out  of  that  advantageous  trade,  perhaps,  fur  ever, 
fiut  they  were  at  this  time  fo  much  afraid  of  the  enemy's 
penetrating  whatever  was  tranfadted  at  the  fecretary'i 
office,  tha^  ♦he  African  company  refolved  to  rifque  this  un- 
dertaking, without  communicating  their  fecret  to  any 
body.  With  this  view  they  Cent  orders  to  J ehn  BooJker^ 
cfq;  then  their  agent-general  in  Guinea^  to  attempt,  if  he 
found  it  pradicable,  the  execution  of  the  defign  which 
they  had  formed ;  and,  that  he  might  be  fatisfied  as  to  the 
authority  upon  which  he  a6ted,  they  font  him  a  copy  of 
the  commilTion  they  had  received  fron'  ..J  king  and  queen, 
empowering  them  to  commit  ho^  .ties,  and  annoy  the 
enemy  in  all  places  within  their  j  irrtJidJion  <>. 

Mr.  Booker t  upon  receipt  oi  \efe  Ictteis  and  this  com- 
miffion,  immediately  applied  himfclf  to  execute  what  the 
company  dircdcd,  and  in  the  mtnth  of  Z)^.'-^TO/'<rr,  1692, 
having  drawn  together  a  fufficient  force,  he  embarked  them 
on  board  the  company's  fliips  and  (loops,  and  failing  from 
the  river  of  Gambia^  arrived   in  the  mouth  of  the  river  of 

^^OL-  ni.    M Sennegal 

o  ChurchilVs  colledtion  of  voyages,  vol.  v.  p.  428.  HiHory 
of  the  war,  Prefejjc  State  of  Europe,  1695, 
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Sennegal  ot\  new-year's-day,  1693  P.     Having  with  fome 
difficulty  got  over  the  bar,  he  made  the  neceflary  difpoit- 
tions  for  attacking  fort  Bourbon  \  but  the  governor,  M. 
Dumoulin^  knowing  his  own  condition  beft,  and  that  he 
muft  foon  be  coriipeliciJ  to  furrcnder,  fent  to  Mr.  Booker  to 
demand  terms,  upon  which  he  oflvred  immediately  to  give 
up  the  place.     This  propofuion   was   accepted,  and  the 
Engli/b  that  evening  entered   into  pofleflion  of  the  fortf 
which  the  French  had  held  upwar  Is  of  fifty  years.     Mr. 
Boohr  continued   here  till   the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame 
month,  and  then  embarked  his  forces  in  order  to  make  a 
defcent  on  the  ifland  of  Goeretf  tfie  only  place  which  re- 
mained to  the  French  in  Guinea.     He  arrived  there  on  the 
iirft  of  Februaryy  and  after  alarming  the  enemy   till  the 
fourth,  he  in  the  night  landed  an  hundsed  men  under  the 
old  fort,  from  whence  he  advanced  to  atiack  the  new, 
called  the  (on  of  St.  Jlftchaelj  a  well  fortified  place,  fur- 
nilhed  with  twenty-eight  pieces  of  cannon.     They  made 
fome  (hew  of  defending  thcmfelves  ac  hriO:;  but  being  in- 
differently provided  with  ammunition,  about  noon   they 
defired  to  capitulate,  and  on  the  tighih  marched  out  with 
all  military  honours,  and  were  carried  to  James- IjJand^  in 
vertueofthe  articles- Agned  by  Mi'.  Bwker  i  from  whence 
they  were  to  be  tranfported  into  Europe^  on  board  the  com- 
pany*s  fhippino;    *"'it  at  their  own  expence  q. 

A.FAIR&  m  \\z  Weft -Indies  went  all  this  time  ex- 
tremely ill :  the  French  deftroyed  our  trade  by  their  priva- 
teers, dlfturbed  our  iettlements  continually,  and  frequently 

made 


P  Mr.  Booker*s  letter  in  the  colle£lion  of  voyages,  that  has 
been  before  cited.  q  Mennoirs  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

royal  African  company,  from  1690,  to  1701,  by  Mr.  John 
Snow.  % 
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made  defcents  upon  the^,  particularly  on  Jamaica,  wher« 
they  made  great  havock,  and  enriched  themfelves  exceed* 
ingly  at  our  expcnce.  The  few  (hips  of  war  we  had  in 
thoie  parts,  were  To  far  from  being  able  to  defend  our  co!o* 
nies  effe^uaily,  that  fevers^  of  them  were  taken  by  the 
enemy ;  and  in  (hort,  things  were  in  fo  bad  a  way,  that 
tiie  adminiftratlon  at  home  thought  the  lofs  of  our  colonies 
no  improbable  thing,  as  appears  by  the  inftrudtions  given 
to  the  commodores  of  the  fquadrons,  and  the  commanders 
in  chief  of  land  troops.  On  the  other  hand,  our  good 
allies  xht  Spaniards  J  were  no  lefs,  or  rather  were  ftillmore 
diftreficc'  by  the  enemy  than  we  j  all  trade  between  theii* 
colonies  was  deftroyed,  their  coafts  plundered,  and  every 
thing  fubje^l  to  the  mercy  of  the  privateers,  that  were 
equipped  in  whole  fquadrons  from  the  Frtnch  fettlements 
in  Hifpaniola,  As  I  profefs  to  fpeak  truth  without  referve, 
as  far  as  I  can  difcover  it,  fo  upon  this  occafion  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  fay,  that  thefe  advantages  were  not  fo 
much  owing  either  to  the  force  or  courage  of  the  French  m 
thofe  parts,  as  to  the  want  of  public  fpirit,  and  right  ma» 
nagcmcni  in  us,  as  well  as  in  the  Spaniards.  The  Frsneh 
governors  feem  (p  have  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as 
the  glory  of  thel:  country,  and  a  juft  difchargs  oi  theif 
own  duty;  whereas  ours  were  generally  involved  li  vii^ 
putcs  with  the  people  they  fhould  have  prote^tt  inci 
much  more  intent  on  encrealing  their  own  pi.vatc  fcrt':  .es, 
and  that  too  at  any  rate,  than  vindic  ing  the  honour  »^' 
the  nation,  and  fecuring  the  prope.  es  of  thofc  they  gO** 
verncd.  In  one  thing  only  they  were  commendable,  that 
from  time  to  time  they  made  tiic  moft  prefHng  inftances 
to  fhe  miniftry  at  home,  to  ta'  e  more  care  of  our  con- 
ceiJM  in  the  H^eji-Indits^  by  fending  proper   fquadrous. 
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and  with  them  fufficient  fupplies  of  )and>forces  into  thofe 
parr*  r. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1694,  fome  propo- 
fals  were  laid  before  the  council,  for  our  undertaking,  in  con- 
jundtion  with  (he  Spaniards,  to  drive  the  French  out  of  the 
ifland  of  Hijpaniola.  To  this  there  was  at  Hrft  fome  atten^ 
tion  given  ;  but  afterwards  it  being  reprefented,  as  indeed 
the  truth  was,  that  the  Spaniards  were  neither  willing  nor 
able  to  join  with  us  in  any  fuch  undertaking,  it  was  laid 
afide.  Other  burinefs  intervening,  neither  the  council 
nor  the  board  of  admiralty  feem  to  have  thought  any  more 
of  the  plantations,  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
when  they  were  alarmed  with  the  account  of  a  brisk  at. 
tempt  made  upon  Jamaica  by  M»  Ducajfe,  the  French  go- 
vernor of  St.  Domingo.  He  failed  in  the  month,  of  June 
with  three  men  of  war,  and  twenty-three  tranfports,  hav- 
ing on  board  fifteen  hundred  men  for  the  coaft  of  Jamaica, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  fame 
month,  and  mads  a  deicent  on  Port-Morant,  which  they 
found  abandoned,  and  marching  from  thence  up  the  coun- 
try, they  pluTidered,  burnt,  and  deftroyed  whatever  they 
met,  and  carried  ofF  mon!:y  and  efFefls  to  a  very  great 
value'.  But  they  foon  found  that  the  tine  fchemes  of 
tronqueft  they  had  formed  to  themfelvcs,  were  altogether 
imp^adicable,  and  that  the  only  thing  they  had  to  do,  was  to 
return  with  what  they  had  got.  The  people  of  Jamaica, 
when  :hey  found  their  property  in  danger,  afTembled  rea- 
dily for  its  defence,  and  behaved  themfelves  fo  well  in  an 
engagement   with  the  French,  that  it  contributed  not  a 

little 

I  Britifti  empire  in  America,  Hiftory  of  the  paft  and  prefent 
/late  of  Jamaica,  Hiftory  of  the  laft  war,  &c.  «  Sec  a  detail 
ijf  M,  DucaiTe's  expedition  againft  Jamaica,  in,  hiftoire  de  St. 
Dpraingue,  par  Ic  K  Charlcvoi;^,  vol.  iii.  p.  37* 
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little  to  make  the  latter  for  the  prefent  fick  of  this  dcfign, 
and  to  hinder  them  from  refuming  it  afterwards «. 

The  complaints  that  were  fent  home  on  this  affair, 
joinfd  to  the  reprefentations  of  other  colonies,  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  Pf'eji-India  merchants,  and  the  fear  of  a 
parliamentary  inquiry,  (which  was  then  terrible)  obliged 
the  miniftry  to  refume  this  long  neglefted  fubjed^,  and  to 
think  ferioufly  of  fending  to  America  fuch  a  force,  and  un- 
der fuch  officers,  as  might  do  more  than  had  hitherto  been 
done.  With  this  view  they  directed,  that  a  fquadron  of 
five  fail  of  men  of  war,  and  two  fire-fliips,  with  twelve 
tranfport-veflels,  fhould  be  got  ready  with  the  utmoft  di- 
ligence and  fccrecy,  to  rendezvous  at  Plymouth,  in  the  be- 
^mning  of  the  year  1695,  The  command  of  the  fqua- 
dron was  given  to  captain  Robert  Ifilmoty  an  officer  of 
great  reputation  and  experience.  The  command  of  the 
land-forces  was  entrufted  with  colonel  Luke  Lillingjiony  and 
that  they  might  be  more  fubjed  to  orders,  and  better  di- 
redled,  they  were  reduced  into  a  Tingle  regiment,  con- 
fifting  of  twelve  hundred  men  j  and  bcfides  thefe,  there 
were  fpare  arms  for  another  regiment,  and  in  fliort  every 
thing  elfe  provided  that  could  be  defired  for  fecuring  the 
fuccefs  of  fuch  an  expedition  j  and  all  this  was  done  with 
fuch  fecrecy,  that  even  the  officers,  who  were  to  be  employ- 
ed, had  no  diftin<a  knowledge  of  the  particular  defign  they 
were  to  execute,  but  only  knew  in  general,  that  they  were 
to  be  fent  to  ib&JVe ft- Indie i,  in  order  to  protedt  our  planta- 
tions, and  annoy  the  enemy.  When  all  things  were  ready, 
the  commodore  had  his  inftru6^ions  given  him  fealed  up, 
with  orders  not  to  open  them,  till  he  arrived  in  the  lati- 
^  M  3  tu()e 

*Britifh  empire  in  America,  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  Hiftory  of 
the  laft  war.  '     . 
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tude  of  forty  degrees.  Inflrudions  were  alfo  given  to  cO' 
lonel  LiUingJiony  for  the  regulating  of  his  condud,  and  for 
giving  him  a  clear  view  of  the  extent  of  his  command. 
Before  they  fet  out  for  Plymouth y  both  the  commodore  and 
the  colonel  were  feparately  exhorted  to  be  extremely  ca«e< 
ful  in  keeping  up  a  right  cortefpondence,  becaufe  that  hi- 
therto all  our  expeditions  had  fuffered  more  through  the 
tveaknefs  and  mifunderftandings  of  our  own  commanders, 
than  through  any  extraordinary  courage  or  conduct  (hewn 
by  the  enemy ;  and  that  this  might  be  the  eafier,  their 
commands  were  made  as  diftind^  as  pofiible  u. 

The  fquadron  failed  from  Plymouth^  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  of  January  j  but  befpre  they  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  a<St:,  the  commanders  had  differed,  and  all  things 
were  in  confufion.  Colonel  Lillingjion,  in  his  account, 
afTerts,  that  the  commodore  opened  his  inftru£lions  in  an 
unwarrantable  manner  ;  and,  that  after  he  had  done  fo,  he 
propofed  to  the  colonel,  to  take  what  care  they  could  of 
themfelves,  at  the  expence  of  the  public  fervice.  The 
colonel  rejedled  this  offer,  as  became  a  man  of  honour ; 
and  the  commo^lore  thenceforward,  p'-epared  to  execute 
his  fcheme,  in  fpight  of  all  the  colonel  could  do  to  prevent 
him''.  Towards  the  latter  end  oi  Marchy  1695,  they 
arrived  before  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  where  the  Spani/Jj 
governor,  on  the  receipt  of  the  king  of  Spam*i  letters? 
promifed  them  all  ihs  aiUflance  in  his  power;  but  how  he 
performed  this  promife,  is  not  very  well  agreed,     Mr.  fe- 

^retary 

I  I— M— — H— — «M— — il  ■— —    11    I       I  I 

"  Burchet's  naval  hifcory,  p  531,  Colonel  Lillingfton's  re- 
marks on  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  8vo.  1 704.  w  Refleftions 
©n  Burchet's  Memoifs,  p.  19.  I  have  been  the  longer  in  my 
account  of  this  bufine^^  that  the  reader  may  fee  what  are  the 
true  reafons,  why  conjundt  expeditions  never  fucceed,  and  how 
ueceffary  it  is  to  call  officers  ftridly  to  account  when  they  live 
to  return  home,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  fhamef  ul  pradices. 
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cretary  Burchtt  in  his  hiftory,  from  the  letters,  no  doubt, 
of  commodore  Pf^tlnuty  charges  him  with  creating  unne- 
ccflary  delays,  which  were  of  great  prejudice  to  the  expe- 
dition *.  On  the  other  hand,  colonel  Lulingjion  afferts, 
that  the  Spanifl)  governor  behaved  in  every  refped):  like  a 
man  of  honour,  concerted  with  him  the  meafures  necefTary 
to  be  taken  for  attacking  cape  Francois^  and  performed  all 
he  undertook  with  the  utmoft  punctuality.  It  muft  be 
obferved,  that  the  force  of  the  allies  then  in  Hifpat.iola^  was 
fuchy  as  that  the  ruin  of  the  Frtnch  fettlements  might  have 
leen  well  expected  from  it.  The  Span'iJJ)  governor  march- 
ed one  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  i  the  commander  of 
•ur  land  forces  was  able  to  debark  about  twelve  hundred 
men;  the  commodore  promifed  to  join  this  force  with  five 
hundried  feamen  j  the  Spaniards  actually  added  three  men 
of  war  to  our  fleet,  and  to  prevent  any  difputes  about  the 
command,  the  Spanijh  admiral  took  down  his  flag  y. 

The  firft  thing  that  was  attempted,  was  the  ruin  of 
the  French  fettlement  at  cape  Francois,  When  the  fleet 
was  arrived  within  fight  of  the  place,  the  commodore  ab- 
foiutely  prefcribed  the  place  where  the  land-forces  fhould 
go  on  {here  j  and  though  colonel  Lillingjion  reprefentcd  to 
him,  that  it  was  extremely  hard  to  oblige  the  troops  to 
a  march  of  five  leagues  and  a  half,    when  by   rowing  one 

league 

X  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  535.  Indeed  this  gentleman 
fecms  to  have  an  extraordinary  pique  againll  tiie  Spaniards* 
whomr'though  our  allies  at  that  time,  he  never  mentions  but 
with  reproach.  This  is  the  more  injurious,  fince  Mr,  Burchet 
(though  he  had  fo  great  opportunity)  never  fupports  what  he 
advances  by  any  authority.  It  woula,  however,  be  hard  to  fet 
the  Judgment  of  a  fingle  Man  fo  high  as  to  facrifice  to  it  th« 
charafter  of  a  whole  nation.  y  Refiedlions  on  Burchet's 

memoirs,  p.  48.  where  the  agreement  itfelf  is  to  be  found  } 
for  Colonel  Lillingllon  always  produces  vouchers. 


,v 


''^ 


i 


i 


i! 


184    NAVA  L   H I  s  r  0  R  r 

league  and  a  half,  the  boats  might  land  them  clofe  by  the 
fort  which  they  were  to  attack  ;  the  commodore  only  gave 
him  the  hearing,  but  purfucd  his  own  projeft,  and  they 
icon  difcovered  with  what  view.  The  Engl'tjh  and  Spanijh 
troops  joined,  and  continued  their  fatiguing  march,  'till 
they  arrived  within  five  miles  of  fort  St.  Francis  j  where, 
they  faw  the  Frtncb  blow  up  their  works,  and  abandon  the 
place.  When  the  troops  came  up,  they  were  furprizcd  to 
find  EngUjh  colours  hoifted  on  the  fort,  and  a  fingle  fea* 
man  left  to  attend  them :  but  the  myftery  was  Toon  ex- 
plained, commodore  IVilmot  no  fooner  faw  the  place  aban- 
doned, than  he  rowed  afhore  with  five  hundred  men,  en- 
tered it,  and  carried  off  all  that  was  worth  carrying. 
This  difgufted,  as  it  well  might,  both  the  Engl'iJJj  and 
Spanijh  forces  ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  compofed  of  ve- 
teran troops,  and  men  who  had  a  great  refpedt  for  their  of- 
ficers, t  mutiny  muft  have  followed,  which  would  have 
deftroyed  the  whole  dcfign.  But  colonel  Liliw^on  paci- 
fied them  as  well  as  he  could,  by  promifmg  to  take  care 
they  (hould  not  be  treated  fo  for  the  future^  if  it  was  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it  •. 

After  this  extraordinary  exploit,  it  was  refolved  to' 
attempt  port  de  Paix,  where  M.  Ducajfe  commanded  in 
perfoQ  ;  but  he  quitted  the  place,  leaving  in  it  a  garrifon 
of  fix  hundred  men. 

,  On  the  firft  of  June^  the  Englijh  and  Spanijh  troops 
marched  by  two  different  roads,  towards  the  place  they 
were  to  attack,  and  the  fquadron  failed  thither  at  the  fame 
time ;  but  with  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  that  if  the 
Spanijh  admiral,  out  of  pure  humanity,  had  not  hit  (omt 

tranf- 

» Ibid  p.  54. 
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tranfporta  to  take  in  our  fick  men,  ihcy  muft  have  been 
left  to  perifh  j  for  commodore  TVtlmot  had  fomcthing  elfc 
in  his  head  than  to  take  care  of  invalids,  and  had  therefore 
failed  ai  foon  as  the  refolution  was  taken.  The  march 
was  very  fatiguing  ,  it  took  up  fixteen  days  before  they  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  Port  dt  Paix  ;  and  then  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  time  loft  in  getting  the  artillery  and  ammunition  on 
(bore.  At  laft,  this  too  was  performed,  and  then  the  fiegc 
of  the  place  was  begun  in  a  regular  manner ;  and  the  com- 
modore, to  (hew  his  willingnefs  to  aflift,  landed  a  great 
body  of  feamen,  and  invefted  it  on  the  other  fide.  On  the 
third  of  July^  the  breach  being  praflicable,  and  colonel 
Lilling/ion  employed  in  making  the  neceflfary  difpoiitions 
for  a  genera]  ftorm,  the  enemy  took  a  refolution  of  defert- 
ing  the  place,  and  forcing  their  way  through  the  quarter 
of  the  commodore.  Their  force  confifted  of  about  five 
hundred  and  thirty  men,  of  which  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  were  negroes,  but  well  armed  and  difciplined.  Their 
greateft  difficulty  was,  to  carry  ofF  their  women,  children, 
and  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their  efFetSts.  The  latter  they 
packed  up  firf^,  and  put  them  in  fmall  bundles  on  the  backs 
of  the  women,  who,  with  the  children,  marched  in  tht 
front,  under  a  good  efcort,  while  three  hundred  men  fell 
into  the  quarters  of  our  feamen,  anu  oy  expofing  themfelves 
to  a  very  brisk  fire,  which  lafted  for  a  long  time,  gave  the 
reft  an  opportunity  to  retreat.  The  affair  was  condu<£led 
with  equal  refolution  and  addrefs  ;  but  not  without  a  very 
confiderable  lofs.  Colonel  Lillingflon^  as  foon  as  he  heard 
the  firing,  gueffed  at  the  caufe,  and  immediately  detached 
his  brother,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  fupport 
the  feamen.  When  Major  Lilling/ion  arrived,  the  affair 
was  over,  and  ha  marched  direftly  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the 

fort. 
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"fort,  in  order  to  fec^ire  whatever  the  French  h?^d  left  behind 
them  ;  and  having  poftcd  centinels  every  where,  and  put 
the  reft  of  his  men  .  nder  arms,  he  thought  that  all  was 
fafe,  but  in  this  he  W2S  miftaken  j  Commodore  ffHImot^ 
at  the  head  of  his  whole  corps  of  Teamen,  followed  him  in- 
ilantly.  As  foon  as  the  commodore  came  up  to  him,  he 
clapped  his  hand  upon  his  (boulder,  with  this  familiar  falu. 
tation,  Now,  Major,  J  amjlronger  than  you.  After  which, 
he  removed  his  guards,  broke  open  the  flore-houfes,  and 
carried  off  every  thing  that  was  worth  taking,  with  a  dex- 
Urity,  fays  Colonel  Lillingflon,  very  natural  tofeamen  a. 

Th  IS  kind  of  proceeding  was  not  like  to  produce  much 
good  J  the  commodore  offered  to  carry  the  fick  men  to  Ja- 
maica,  and  to  leave  Colonel  Lillingjion  to  attempt,  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  Spaniards,  the  taking  Leogane  and  Petit- 
Guavas  5  but  they  were  weary  of  fuch  kind  of  treatment, 
and  had  fo  many  men  difabled  by  the  unneceiTary  hard* 
(hips  to  which  they  had  been  expofed,  that  it  was  refolved 
in  a  council  of  war,  not  to  profecute  either  of  the  defigns 
before-mentioned  ;  but  to  demolifli  the  fort,  ruin  the  ad- 
jacent country,  carry  ofFthe  artillery  they  had  taken,  and 
fail  with  all  the  EngliJI,  forces  to  Jamaica,     To  this,  the 
Spanifl)  governor  confented,  becaufe  he  faw  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  their  performing,  in  the  condition  they  were   in, 
what  they  had   projected ;  and  of  this,   he  was  the  belter 
judge,  becaufe  he  had  an  exa6l  account  of  the  French  forces 
that  M.  Ducajfe  was  aflembling  at  Cul  de  Sac,  and  with 
which,  it  was  expeded,  he  would  march  to  give  them  bat- 
tle, as  having  no  other  means  of  preferving  the  French  fet- 
tlements  j  though  in  this  there  was  a  great  deal  of  danger  ^ 

It 


a  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  ^{36.  Refleaions  on  Burchet's 
memoirs,  p.  67.  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv.  p.  73. 
sBurchet's  navalhiftory,  p.  537. 
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It  mufl;  not  be  fuppofed,  that  becaufe  this  expedition 
wasinitfelfvery  ill  managed,  and  far  from  being  gloriovs 
to  thofe  that  undertook  it ;  it  muft  not,  I  fay,  be  therefore 
fuppofed,  that  it  did  but  very  little  prejudice  to  the  French. 

The  confederate  army,  in  fixty  days,  ruined  their  plan- 
tations for  a  hundred  miles  round,  carried  ofFa  tlioufand 
negroes,  demoliftied  two  ftrong  forts,  wherein  they  took 
one  hundred  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  vaft  quan- 
tity of  all  forts  of  ammunition,  and  naval  (tores  j  fo  that 
there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  to  thtnk  colonel  Lillingjion  exag- 
geratedjwho  computes  the  lofs  of  ^^French  at  2,000,000/.  c. 
But  what  recompence  is  this  for  the  cxpence  the  nation 
was  at  in  fitting  out  fuch  a  fqmdron,  and  in  fending  fo 
great  a  body  of  land  troops  fo  far  ?  What  opinion  mufV  the 
commodore's  condudl  give  our  allies  the  Spaniards^  of 
>  EngUJh  armaments,  and  wh^.t  notions  could  they  entertain  • 

of 
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c  It  is  neceffary  for  me  here  to  give  the  reader  feme  ac 
ipount  of  the  authorities  on  which  the  fads  mentioned  in  the 
text  are  founded.  In  the  year  1703,  fecretary  Burchet  pub- 
lifhed  his  memoirs  of  tranfaftions  at  fea,  during  the  war  with 
France,  from  1688  to  1697.  In  thefe  memoirs,  p.  305.  hf 
gives  a  large  account  of  this  expedition,  Which  is  altogether  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Wilmot,  and  was  very  probably  tranfcribed  from 
his  letters.  In  1 704,  Colonel  Luke  Lillingfton  publifhed  his 
refleftions  on  Mr.  Burchet's  memoirs,  in  which  he  advances 
nothing  but  upon  undeniable  authority,  producing  inftrudionsi 
letters,  affidavits,  and  other  neceflary  papers  upon  every  occa- 
fion.  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  when  fecretary  Burchet 
came  to  publilh  his  naval  hillory  in  1 720,  he  in  a  manner  tran- 
fcribed  what  he  had  before  faid  in  his  memoirs,  correfting  only 
a  few  fafts  from  colonel  Lillingfton's  book,  by  which,  how- 
ever, he  admits  its  authority,  but  without  felting  any  mark  o{ 
ignominy  upon  this  moil  fcandalous  expedition.  At  this,  Mr. 
JLediard  very  honeftly  cxprefTes  his  furprise  ;  but,  for  my  own 
part,  when  I  confider,  -he  admiralty  never  thought  this  affair 
worth  an  enquiry,  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  their  fecretary  di4 
npt  thipk  proper  to  ccnfure  it. 
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of 'the  fignificancy  of  our  naval  force,  when  they  faw  it  ((S 
flagrantly  mifapplied  ;  our  commander  in  chief  having  re- 
gard only  to  his  private  views,  and  encouraging  his  feamen 
upon  all  occafions  to  behave  like  pirates  ?  How  much  muft 
this  mifcarriage  at  once  difgrace  and  difcourage  an  admini- 
ilration,  fince  it  fcemed  to  (hew,  that  all  attempts  of  this 
fort  would  prove  as  fruitlefs  for  the  future,  and  fcrve  only 
to  exhauft  the  treafures  of  this  nation,  in  order  to  enrich 
fuch  as  leaft  defetvcd  it  ?  I  am  very  forry  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  fay  fo  much  ;  but  every  reader  will  do  me  the 
jufticc  to  own,  that  this  fubjeft  compelled  me  to  it.  We 
fuiFer,  at  this  day,  for  the  mifdeeds  of  thefe  times,  and  the 
falfe  pity  that  was  (hewn  in  letting  flip  the  public  examina- 
tion, of  a  thing  fo  fcandalous  as  this  was  ^.  Reflections 
like  thefe,  on  the  flips  of  our  anceftors,  are  proper  leflbns 
for  the  prefent  generation ;  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  in« 
culcate  them,  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  wanting,  in 
the  fame  manner,  to  ourfelves  and  our  poflierity. 

The  account  given  us  of  this  affair  by  French  writers, 
?grees  pretty  well  with  our  own.  It  is  true,  that  they 
give  great  commendations  to  M.  Ducaffe,  governor  of  St. 
JDomingOf  who  was  certainly  a  very  gallant  man,  but  who, 
as  certainly,  had  no  opportunity  of  (hewing  his  bravery  on 

this 


d  The  general  anfwer  to  what  has  been  faid  upon  this  fubjed, 
h,  that  all  inquiry  was  prevented  by  the  commodore's  death. 
But,  furely,  this  is  a  very  poor  excufe.  To  an  intelligent 
reader,  it  wi  1  appear,  that,  an  efFeftual  inquiry  might  have  been 
more  eafily  made  after  his  death,  than  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
modore His  influence  was  then  deiermined,  he  could  not  be 
hurt  by  the  inquiry,  all  his  creatures  were  at  full  liberty  to 
fpeak  J  and,  as  knowing  the  truth  only  was  of  importance  to 
the  public,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  deteftable  adions  for  the 
future,  the  burying  all  this  villany  as  far  as  poiiible  in  oblivion, 
is  inexcufable  to  the  nation. 
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this  occafion.  In  the  main,  however,  they  agree,  that 
mifunderHandings  between  the  allies,  proved  the  ruin  of 
the  whole  affair  ;  and  that  nothing  could  amaze,  nnd  at 
the  feme  time  overjoy  people  more,  than  the  news  of  the 
Englijh  troops  embarking  for  "Jamaica^  did  M.  Ducajfe  and 
his  army.  The  fame  writers  intimate,  that  the  colony  of 
Jamaica  was  much  wanting  to  itfelf,  in  not  laying  hold 
of  this  opportunity  to  make  a  defcent  on  the  French  fettle- 
ments,  in  revenge  for  the  mifchiefs  done  them  by  the  in- 
habitants of  this  colony,  under  M.  Ducajfe,  the  year  be- 
fore, which,  if  they  had  done,  in  all  probability  the  French 
muft  have  been  driven  out  of  Hifpaniola  ;  and,  as  things 
then  flood,  there  is  no  great  reafon  to  doubt  the  Spaniards 
would  have  been  very  well  plcafed  to  have  feen  an  Etiglijb 
colony  fettled  in  their  room,  as  well  knowing  their  own 
inability  to  preferve  the  ifland  without  fuch  affiflance  *. 

But  all  fuch  views  for  the  glory  of  England,  were  ef- 
fedually  defeated  by  the  failing  away  of  th?  Englijh  fqua- 
dron  from  Hijpaniola  on  the  twenty- third  oVJuly,  1695, 
with  all  the  land-forces  on  board.  The  governor  and 
people  of  Jamaica  gave  the  commodore  a  very  indifFerent 
reception,  having  had  previous  intelligence  of  his  behaviour 
through  the  whole  affair.  Several  councils  of  war  were 
held,  to  confider  how  pracTicable  a  fecond  attempt  might 
be  in  conjunction  with  %  confiderable  force  from  this  ifland. 
But  after  much  deliberation,  this  defign  alfo  came  to  no- 
thing. The  commodore  in  the  mean  time  followed  his 
bufinefs  clofely  j  that  is  to  fay,  he  converted  the  plunder 
he  had  taken  into  money,  which  he  vefled  in  all  forts  of 
merchandize  fit  for  the  Englijh  market,  and  took  in  the 

goods 


•  Hiftoire  dc  St.  Domingue,  torn  iv.  p    63—75.    Hiftoirc 
inilitaire,  torn.  iii.  Hiftoire  de  Louis  XIV.  torn.  v.  &c. 
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goods  privately  on  the  back  of  the  IHand.  When  this  was 
done,  his  next  care  was  to  get  back  to  England  with  his 
fquadron,  with  the  great  wealth  he  had  amafTed  on  board 
of  it.  He  left  Jamaica  on  the  third  oi  September^  1695, 
but  met  with  a  very  bao  ^^aflage.  On  the  ftioals  of  Florida 
be  loft  a  fourth  rate  man  of  war.  in  a  manner  which  gave 
great  caufe  to  fufpe<5l  he  never  intended  to  bring  her  home  ^. 
After  this  an  epidemic  diftcmper  broke  out  on  board  the 
ihips,  which  carried  off  a  multitude  of  failors  and  foldiers, 
and  not  a  few  officers,  among  whom  was  the  commodors 
himfelf.  This  difeafe  prevailed  at  laft  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  there  was  fcarce  found  men  enough  to  bring  home  the 
fquadron,  which  did  not  arrive  till  very  late  in  the  year. 
I  cannot  help  clofing  this  account  by  obferving,  that  com- 
modore JPilmot  kft  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  in  effects  on 
board  his  own  fhip,  vifhich  engaged  his  family  in  a  long 
fuit  with  captain  Butler.  Such  are  the  wretched  efFefts 
of  facrificing  public  concerns  to  the  narrow  views  of  pri- 
vate  intereft !  ( 

Towards 

^  One  may  fee  by  colonel  Lillingilon's  whole  book,  how  much 
more  jealous  men  of  honour  are  of  their  reputation,  than  ftates- 
mcn  of  a  nation's  glory.  The  coloners  account  of  this  affair 
was  printed  but  feven  years  after  the  thing  happened,  and  yet 
no  fearch  was  made  into  the  matter.  His  words  are  thefe. 
'  '*  It  would  be  a  moft  diverting  thing,  abating  for  the  difafler 
"  of  it>  and  the  lives  loft  in  it,  to  hear  a  true  particular  of  the 
**  lofs  of  the  Winchefter  man  of  war.  If  I  am  not  mifinform- 
ed,  there  would  come  to  light  a  great  many  hidden  circum- 
ftances,  very  ufeful  to  the  nation  in  general,  if  the  lofs  of  that 
man  of  war  were  enquired  into.  If  due  examination  were 
made,  whether  all  the  (lores  and  guns  that  were  pretended  to 
be  in  her,  were  really  on  board  her ;  and  if  the  lofs  of  that 
**  ihip  did  not  ferve  for  a  colour  to  pretend  the  lofs  of  many 
things,  which  were  otherwife  diuwfed  oV  Lillingfton's 
reflections,  p.  1 30.  f  Mr.  Burchet  confefTcs  the  epidemic 
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Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1696,  the  na- 
tion was  again  alarmed  with  the  report  of  an  invaflon.  It 
was  known  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  a  ftrong  fqua- 
dron  at  Breji ;  and  for  what  fervice,  the  intelligence  our 
fecretaries  had,  could  not  inform  them.  Sir  CloudeJUf 
Shove/,  therefore,  was  fent  with  a.  confiderable  force  to 
block  them  up,  which  however  the  French  avoided ;  and 
it  was  then  given  out  at  home,  that  our  vigilance  had  dif* 
appointed  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  theoi  to 
abandon  all  thoughts  of  a  defcent.  In  this  we  only  de- 
ceived ourfelves,  for  our  merchants  quickly  came  at  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  fcheme,  which  uias  the  fending  « 
ftrong  fquadron  into  the  PFeJi-Indies,  to  attack  fome  of  the 
Spi^filjb  plantations  in  thofe  parts  ^.  The  Sieur  Pointis  was 
^  the 


ficknefs  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  colonel  Lillingfton  informs  n», 
that  the  commodore'j  widow  was  adually  involved  in  a  law- 
fuit  with  captain  Butler,  in  1704,  for  the  plunder  fo  bafely  taken 
from  the  poor  foldiers  and  failors,  who  acquired  a  juft  title  to  k 
by  the  fweat  of  their  brows,  and  the  expence  of  their  blood, 
h  In  order  to  fupport  this  faft,  I  fhall  give  the  reader  a  paffage 
from  the  monthly  Mercury  for  December,  1696.  **  The  great 
noife  made  about  Pointis's  fquadron  that  was  equipping  at 
Bred,  and  which,  as  it  was  furnifhed  with  a  vaft  number  of 
fcaling  ladders*  bombs,  pontons,  and  other  materials  for  a  de- 
fcent,  and  for  the  attack  of  places  on  fhore,  had  given  ^he 
alarm  to  all  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  is  at  laft  over  { 
and  thofe  that  were  moil  frighted,  are  now  mod  inclined  to 
treat  it  with  contempt ;  for  whether  it  was,  that  Pointis 
wanted  a  money -wind  to  carry  him  out  of  port,  or,  that  his 
project  had  not  received  the  leail  fandlion  of  the  court,  fo  it 
was,  that  his  Britannic  majefty  had  time  enough  to  fend  fir 
Cioudefley.  Shovel  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  infped  this 
fleet,  which  was  reported  to  be  ftrong  enough  to  attempt  the 
invaflon  of  his  kingdoms ;  and  on  his  looking  into  the  port, 
it  appeared,  there  were  but  fixteen  men  of  war  of  all  forts 
there ;  (o  that,  whatever  the  defign  of  Pointis's  fquadron  waf , 
*'  itfcems  to  be  ranilhedioto  fmoke.*' 
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the  perfon  who  formed  the  plan  of  this  undertaking,  and 
who  had  been  no  lefs  than  three  years  in  bringing  it  to  bear. 
The  French  king  had  fufFered  a  great  number  of  private 
:  perfons  to  contribute  towards  this  enterprize,  and  the 
firongeft  afTurances  were  given  them,  that  whatever  pro- 
fits accrued  thereby,  Hiould  be  fairly  divided  amongft  them. 

,  Orders  were  privately  fent  to  M.  Ducajfe,  in  Hifpaniola^ 
to  aiTemble  as  many  Buccaneers  as  he  could,  with  veiTels 
proper  to  fupport  them ;  and  he  was  to  have  thefe  ready  to 
join  M.  Pointis'3  fquadron,  as  foon  as  it  appeared.  The 
true  defign  all  along  was  upon  Carthagena ;  but  fuch  as 
pretended  to  be  in  the  fecret  at  the  French  court,  gave  out, 
that  the  king  intended  this  armament  to  execute  a  proje<5(, 
long  ago  formed  by  M.  Ducajfe,  of  driving  the  Spaniards 
entirely  out  of  Hifpaniola.  But,  notwithftanding  this  va- 
riety of  reports,  fome  of  king  James's  adherents  fancied 
that  they  had  penetrated  farther  than  any  of  thefe  politi- 
cians, anc^  that  the  true  defign  of  this  myfterious  arma- 

-  ment,  was  againft  Jamaica ;  and  of  this,  a"  Englljhmen^ 
they  thought  it  their  duty  to  advife  our  cc    .       Atfirft 

this 


i  The  political  trafts  of  that  year,  beft  inform  us  what  the 
fentiments  of  the  world  were  upon  that  occaiion ;  becaufe  later 

,  writers  are  apt  to  impofe  upon  us,  by  pretending,  that  this  or 
that  great  miniller  had  aftually  difcovered  the  fecret  very  early, 
though,  for  certain  reafons  of  ftate,  it  was  not  publiftied.  Now 
it  clearly  appears  from  thofe  writings,  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
happened  ;  and  it  is  as  certain,  from  Pointis's  journal,  that  he 
never  had  any  other  view,  than  that  of  attacking  Carthagena, 
notwithftanding  fo  many  other  proje^s  were  talked  of.  The 
informations  I  fpeak  of  from  France,  I  know  from  unqueftion- 

Sable  authority  ;  for  as  the  author  of  the  Jewifh  letters  rightly 
obferves,  the  Englifh  refugees  at  St.  Germain's,  were  quite  a 
different  fort  of  people  from  the  refugees  in'  Soho  j  for  they 
loved  their  country,  though  they  were  baaiihed  from  it ;  and 

like 
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this  was  confidered  as  a  very  extraordinary  piece  of  intelli- 
gence, which   alarmed   us  the  more^  becaufe  confidering 
the  force  we  had  in  that  part  of  the  world,  if  they  had 
really  attemped  this  iiland,  there  was  but  too  great  proba* 
bility  of  their  fucceeding^     When  this  matter^  however^ 
came  to  be  deliberated  upon  in  council,  and  feveral  of  tho 
moft  intelligent   perfons   there  Teemed  Convinced  that  the 
blow  was  meant  at  us,  king //^///^m  declared  himfelf  of  a 
contrary  opinion,  for  a  reafon  which  (hewed  how  well  he 
underftood  mankind,  and  how  juftly  the  Fnnch  king  dread* 
ed  his  capacity  in  the  clofet.     His  majefty  obferved,  that 
the  bafis  of  the  French  king's  new  expedition  was  private 
intereft,  not  public  utility,  or  national  glory ;  for  which 
reafon  he  concluded  they  would  neither  endeavour  to  con- 
quer HifpanUky  nor  attack  Jamaica^  but  either  attempt 
the  taking  the  Spani/h  galleons,  or  the  furprizing  of  Car* 
thagtna.    The  good  fenfe  of  this  obfervation  brought  over 
every  body  to  his  opinion^  and  the  fequel  will   (hew,  that 
the  Sieur  Pointisy  and  the  reft  of  the  French  commanders 
^M.   Ducajfi  always  excepted)  never  cohfidered  in  this  ex- 
pedition, what  was  beft  to  be  done,  but  how  moft  might 
be  got  s  in  which  piratical  kind  of  knowledge  they  proved 
much  greater  proficients  than  the  Buccaneers  themfelves  ^« 
Vol.  III.  N  To 

like  the  Greek  Exiles  of  old»  in  the  Perfian  court,  (hew'd 
thoCe  who  were  inured  to  flavery,  how  great  a  blefling  it  is  to 
be  born  and  bred  up  free.  ^  Bilhop  Burnet  in  his  hiftory 

of  his  own  titnes,  vol.  ii.  p.  195.  exprdfes  a  good  cioal  of 
diflike  to  the  management  of  our  affairs  at  fea  in  this  critical 
conjunfture  j  but,  whoever  confiders  the  matter  flridlly,  will 
find  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  commend  the  cjiipofition 
made  by  our  court,  for  preventing  the  French  from  executing 
their  delign  in  the  Weft- Indies.  We  ought  always  to  diftin- 
guifh  between  the  lay-ing  of  a  fcheme,  and  the  carrying  it  into 

execution  i 


IffM! 


0 


»     IM 


2    'i 


1; 


il:  '■' 


I   tj 


It         I 


nil  l>l(. 


m 


<v 


"I 


194 


NAVAL    HlStORT 


To  parry  this  blow,  wherever  it  was  intended,  or- 
ders were  given  for  a  fmall  fquadron  to  aflcmble  at  Port/' 
mouth,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Mem ;  and  other 
orders  were  at  the  fame  time  difpatchcd  to  Mr.  Neville, 
who  commanded  our  fleet  in  the  Med'tttrranean,  and  who 
was  now  made  vice-admiral,  which  he  was  directed  to 
open,  when  he  had  taken  due  care  of  the  homeward-bound 
fleet,  and  fhould  be  fifty  leagues  S.  W.  by  W.  from  Ca^ 
diz.  He  found  himfelf  in  this  fituation  about  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  February,  1696-7,  and  then  opening  his 
inftru£lions,  perceived  that  he  was  to  join  Captain  Mee%e*i 
ftjuadron  at  the  ifland  of  Madeiras,  where  after  cruizing  a 
long  time,  he  was  met  by  the  captain,  now  made  a  rear  ad- 
miral,  in  his  own  (hip  the  Briflol,  and  the  Lightning  fire* 
fliip  having  loft  company  with  the  reft  of  his  fquadroq  in  a 
ibg,  a  little  after  he  left  the*^-p  oflfight.  On  the  feventeenth 
of  jfpril,  vice-admiral  Neville  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  where 
he  found  moft  of  the  fhips  he  expedted,  except  the  Dutch^ 
who  joining  him  foon  after,  they  bore  away  for  Antigua^ 
where  they  arrived  the  thxxdoi  May,  1697.  There  it 
was  refolved,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  fail  for  Porto  Rieo,  in 
order  to  take  as  much  care  as  poflible  of  the  Spantjh  galle- 
ons. Before  he  reached  his  intended  port,  he  had  intelli- 
gence, that  M.  Pointis  was  failed  from  Hijpaniola  on  the 
t^tnty  fLt&  oi  March,  N.  S.  with  twenty -fix  fliips  fmall 

and 

execution  ;  for  the  fame  praife  is  due  to  the  contrivers  of  a 
good  fcheme,  though  it  fails  of  its  efFedt,  as  if  it  had  met  v/ith 
the  wilh'd  for  fuccefs.  Here  was  a  force  fuperior  to  the  Freach, 
who  had  been  three  years  providing  theirs,  aifembled  in  lefs 
than  three  months  :  and  if  the  orders  given  to  our  admirals, 
had  been  flriflly  complied  with,  they  had  been  as  early  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  the  enemy,  if  they  were  not,  it  was  no  fault 
either  of  the  council,  or  ihe  board  of  admiralty. 
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ind  great.  It  was  then  refolved  in  a  council  of  war,  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  Jamaica^  in  order  to  take  in  a  fup- 
ply  of  water  and  provifiona  1 . 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May^  1697,  the  admiral  being  off 
the  eaft  end  of  the  iiland  met   with  a  floop,  the  mafler 
whereof  informed  him,  there  was  a  flying  report  of  the 
Frtnch  fquadrons  being  before  Carthagtna ;  upon  this  he 
(laid  no  longer  than  was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  take  in  wa- 
ter, but  failed  from  Port-Royal^  and  attempted  to  go  out  of 
the  Leeward  channel ;  but  in  that  he  was  prevented  by 
the  dying  away  of  the  land  breeze,  and  contrary  to  what 
had  been  ever  known  by  all  perfons  acquainted  in  thofe 
parts,  the  fea  breeze  blew  for  fix  days  and  fix  nights  toge- 
ther-, during  which  time,  an  Englijh  floop  came  in,  that 
left  Vort9  BeUo  the  eighteenth  of  this  month,  in  company 
of  the  galleons,  ^which  were  fifteen  in  number)  and  two 
diys  after  parted  with  them,  fleering  away  M.  N.  E.  for 
Jamaica-i  where  they   intended  to  take  in  provifions,  for 
which  they  were  fo  much  flreightened,  that  they  had  not 
enough  to  carry  them  to  the  Havanna,     The  vice-admiral 
fent  out  two  floops  to  look  for  them,  the  one  ofF  the  keys 
cf  P^int'Ptdroy  and  the  other  off  thofc  0/  Porto- Morant  j 
and  to  let  their  general  know,  that  he  was  going  to  Car^ 
tiagena^  to  fee  what  could  be  done  againfl  the  Frfnchy  bac 
that  he  would  return  to  Jamaica  in  a  fhort  time.     The 

N  2  twenty 

»— ——————  I  ■!  I       II  '- 

^  Mr.  Burchet  Cells  us,  both  in  his  memoirs  and  his  hlAory, 
that  vice-admiral  Neville  cruized  fifty  eight  days  about  the 
Madeiras,  to  which;  if  he  thought  himfelf  bound  by  his  in- 
flrudlions,  he  was  certainly  juflified;  but  however,  this  certainly 
proved  the  r.:in  of  the  whole  affair  j  for  if  he  had  ftocd  away 
for  Barbadoes,  inftead  of  cruizing  there,  he  might  have  come 
time  enough  to  have  attacked  the  French  before  they  left  Hif- 
paniola,  or  at  Icafi  hejuij^ht  have  lollowcd  them  to  Carthage- 
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twenty  fourth  of  tlie  fame  month  he  tonic  advantage  ofaf"^ 
fmall  gale  from  (hore,  to  ftccr  for  Carthagena^  m  hopes  of 
finding  the  French  either  embarrafTed  in  the  fiege  of  the 
place,  or  in  embarking  the  plunder ;  for  according  to  the 
beft  accounts  he  could  get,  the  Spanianis  were  very  ftrong 
there,  and  had  been  (6  lucky  alfo  as  to  have  pretty  early 
intelligence  of  the  vifit  that  was  defigned  them  ;  but  the 
crofs  accidents  that  kept  the  viceadmiraFfo  long  on  the 
coaft  of  Jamaica,  fruftrated  his  good  intentions,  and'  hinw 
liered  our  re-taking  from  the  French  the  beft  part  of  what 
they  took  from  the  Spaniards,  which  muft  otherwife  cer- 
tainly have  happened  >». 

In  order  to  give  a  diftin£^  account  of  this  extraordinai'y 
affair,  which  is  fomewhat  partially  related  both  by  Englijh 
and  French  writers,  I  muft  purfue  the  hiftory  of  Pointis*s 
voyage,  and  ftiew  how  and  when  he  executed  the  fcheme 
he  propofed  ;  for  thi;^  will  naturally  bring  us  back  to  this 
very  point  of  time  when  vice-admiral  Neville  failed  in  fearch 
of  him  and  his  fquadroo.  As  the  fuccefs  of  Pointis*s  expe- 
dition depended  upon  the  afEftance  he  was  to  receive  at  St. 

DomingOy 


na,  where,  if  he  had  attacked  their  fleet,  while  their  army 
was  engaged  in  the  fiege,  their  whole  force  muft  have  been 
totally  dellroyed.  m  The  admiral's  going  to  Jamaica  was 

another  misfortune ;  for,  as  it  will  be  hereafter  (hewn,  if 
he  had   (ailed   direfily    on  the  iirft  Intelligence  he  had  for 
Carthagena,    he  mufl   have  furprized   M.  Pointis,    and  de- 
fboyed  his  whole  force.     But,  if  according  to  the  admiral's 
journal,  he  was  under  an  abfolute  neceifity  of  taking  in  wa- 
ter  ;  this  is  to  be  coiiiidered  a&  an  unavoidable  misfortune. . 
Thefe  are  points  I  leave  to  the  reader's  judgment  to  determine; 
for  none  of  our  accounts  afford  us  fufficient  light  to  decide  po- . 
fitively  on  the  matters  of  fai),  tliough  this  is  certainly  in   the 
admiral's  favour ;  that  he  was  known  to  have  as  much  perfo- 
hal  comage,  as  any  man  ;  and  that'  he  afterwards  Ihew'd  as* 
great  an  inclination  to  fight  upon  this   occafion,  as  any  maa 
ever  did  or  indeed  could  do.. 
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VtmingOf  he  failed  thither  directly,  and  arrived  on  the  coaft 
JFebrmrj    19,   1697.     The  governor,   M.  Ducajfty    had 
taken  care  to  provide  every  thing  purfuant  to  his  inftrudli- 
ons,  fo  that  theSieur  Pointis  met  with  no  retardment,  but 
what  proceeded  from  his  own  imperious  difpofition,  which 
hindered  him  from  giving   the  Buccanetrs  the  fatisfaflion 
they  expeftcd  ;  and  this  produced  a  mutiny  or  two,  which    . 
nothing  could  have  quieted,  but  the  prefence  of  M.  £>«• 
tajfey  who  was  aiSuated  wholly  by  public  fpirit,  and  exert- 
ed his  utmoft  intereft  among  thefe  people  to  keep  them 
fteady,  at  the  fame  time  he  fufFered  as  much  as  they  did 
from  the  infolence  of  the  general,  who,  proud  of  his  com- 
miflion,  and  full  of  himfelf,  behaved  without  any  regard 
either  to  the  rank  or  circumftances  of  others  **.     After 
about  a  fortnight's  (lay  to  forward  necelTary  preparations,  the 
vf  hole  fleet  failed  for  Carthagena,  and  arrived  before  that  city 
on  the  third  of  Jpril.  The  force  brought  ftom  France  by  M. 
Pointisy  confifted  of  feven  large  fyiips  of  war,  about  ten  fri- 
gates,  and  fmall  veflels  of  feveral  forts,  on  board  which  were  . 
two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty  feamen,  and  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  foidiers,  in  all  four  thoufand  n 
and  ten,  to  which  M.  Duc<iffe  added  another  ftout  fqua- 
dron,  on  board  of  which  were  fifteen  hundred  Buccaneers, 

N  3  foldien 

n  In  the  whole  of  this  relation,  I  reduce  all  the  dates  to  the 
old  ftile,  for  the  fake  of  comparing  them  readily,  which  could 
not  have  been  otherwife  done.  As  to  the  fafts,  we  have  a 
vaft  variety  of  relations,  though  I  think,  but  two  of  any  great  . 
authority,  viz  Pointis's  own  memoirs,  and  the  hiftory  of  St, 
DomingOj  written  by  father  Charlevoix,  on  the  memoirs  of 
father  Pers,  and  from  the  regillers  in  the  public  offices  in  the 
marine  in  France,  where  I  find  thefe  differ  too  widely  to  be  re^ 
conciled,  tliere,  I  prefer,  without  ceremony,  the  latter,  be- 
caufe  'tis  evident,  that  Sieur  Pointis  had  views  to  ferve  ;  whereas 
father  Charlevoix  writes  without  the  leaft  bias.  Occafionally, 
I  have  recourfe  to  other  authorities,  which  I  refer  10  in  their 
proper  places. 
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foldien  and  volunteers.  They  firft  itlackcd  the  flrong 
fort  c(  Hica  Chicat  which  was  carried  by  afHiulti  then 
they  attacked  Ntujlra  Si^nora  dt  U  Fopa^  a  nionaftery  on 
u  hill,  which  commands  (he  place  i  they  bcfieged  and  took 
liktwi'e  the  fort  oi  St.  Laznrui^  and  at  length  ftormed 
the  fubuibs,  which  Forced  the  governor  to  think  of  a  capi- 
tulation, and  this  being  granted  him  on  pretty  good  termi> 

was  concluded  April  24,  1697,  ^*^*"  *^®  *^**y  *'"^"'- 
reiJered  to  the  Frtnch^  who  lo(l  before  it  upwards  of  five 
hundred  men  \  neitl  jr  could  it  have  been  ever  taken,  bu( 
for  the  alTiitancfc  of  M.  Dueaffi^  and  the  troops  he  corn- 
man  led  i  though  Po'mth  ufed  them  very  ill  through  the 
whole  afifuir ;  and  after  it  was  taken,  actually  (hut  them 
emtot  the  city,  putting  off  from  time  to  time  the  diflri- 
bution  of  the  booty,  and  not  allowing  fo  much  as  a  check 
on  fuch  as  received  »t  0, 

Many  dilputes  have  been  raifed  as  to  the  value  of  the 
plate,  anc!  uther  efFe£b,  taken  by  the  fieur  Pointh  in  this 
place.  Some  have  carried  this  fo  high  as  forty  millions  of 
livres,  and  ethers,  amongft  whom  is  M.  Pointis  himfelf, 
reduce  it  to  nine  millioni.  There  are  fever.il  reafons  which 
have  induced  different  'writers  to  impofe  upon  their  rea- 
ders in  this  particular  P.  All  the  Spanljh  authors  who  have 
mentioned  this,  fay,  they  had  fent  the  nuns,  together  with 

one  hundred  and  twenty  mules,  laden  with  gold  and  jew- 
els 


»  Tltis  we  find  both  in  Pointis'a  memoirs,  and  in  the  hiftory 
of  St,  Domingo.     The  general  indeed  pretends,  the  Bi   ra- 
neers  behaved  ill  ;  but  the  court  of  France,  on  the  clofefl:  ex 
amini?tion,  thought  othcrwife,  and  therefor",  fo  I  think  ought 
we.  P  Hirtoire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv.  p.  146.     Me- 

nioiies  dc  Pontjs,  &c.  Father  Daniel,  in  his  Joui^nal  Hiftorique 
de  I  oiiis  XlV  p.  187,  computes  the  riches  brought  home  ny 
Sieur  Pointis,  at  ten  millions  i  and  this,  as  I  take  it,  was  the 
commonly  received  calculation  at  that  time. 
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flf,  forty  milQS  up  into  the  country,  before  the  Drtn^h  ar- 
rived} but  then  it  ii  vifibly  their  intercft  tonbate,  as  much 
ta  poflible,  the  credit  of  this  expedition  i  and  this,  perhaps, 
is  now  become  the  FVineh  intereft  too.  The  fieur  Pimtis^ 
and  his  partisans,  had  alfo  caufe  fufBcient  to  (late  this  ac- 
count as  low  a&  po/nblC}  becaufe  the  lower  they  brought 
it,  the  lefs  they  had  to  account  for }  which  was  what 
they  wanted.  Our  hii^onans  in  thofe  days  were  deft- 
rous  of  lefiening  the  fucccfs  of  all  l^tnch  expeditions* 
and  therefore,  as  we  fee  in  the  celebrated  worJc  pf 
bifliop  Burnti^  that  prelale  aiFc£^ed  t(?  treat  this  as  a. 
mifcarriage,  by  which  the  /V<fw<"^,  on  the  wholes,  could 
fcarce  be  called  gainers  4.  But  a  man  who  is  fuliclt- 
ous  only  about  truth,  will  make  proper  allowances  on  fuch 
.occaftons,  and  by  comparing  thefe  different  accounts  toge. 
ther,  will  endeavour  to  acquire  a  jufl  notion  of  a  thing, 
with  which  for  many  reafons  furely,  both  we  and  pofterity 
have  a  right  to  be  acquainted.  After  taking  all  imagina- 
ble pEinstothif  purpofc,  I  venture  to  afTert  M.Pointis 
carried  home  upwards  o^  twenty  million  of  livrea  j  I  be- 
lieve I  (hould  not  err  m  faying  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
.pounds  fterling  t.     But  there  is  no  need   of  lefTening  the 

profits, 

^  Bilhop  Burnet  might  pofiibly  be  deceived  by  the  fecond 
*  accounts  from  France,  which  were  all  againft  Pointis  i  hut,  if 
he  had  cnqiiireii  into  what  followed,  and  how  much  money 
was  recovered  when  this  bufinefi  came  to  be  narrowly  fiftea, 
he  woi.ld  have  altered  his  opinion.  The  French  do  not  lufler 
a  few  great  ofHceri  to  chent  their  owners,  and  the  public,  by 
coolciijg  up  llorica  deftitute  of  proof  i  their  government  is  ar- 
bitrary,  and  therefore  m  cafes  like  this,  generally  fpeaking, 
,  juft.  (  My  calculatiun  goes  upon  undeniable  principlei*. 

The  fieur  Pointis  gave  the  Buccaneers  40,000  crowna,  or 
1  zo.ooo  livres,  for  weir  fhare,  computing  at  the  rate  of  one 
tenth  from  the  firft  million,  and  a  thirtieth  from  every  other 
million  j  and  dw,  by  a  vcrv  «ufy  algebrai^k  procefs,  aifkct. 
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profits,  to  abate  the  glory  of  this  expedition.     The  fieur 
Polntii  certainly  behaved  very  ill  through  the  whole  afFair  ; 
he  difgiifted  the  Caccaneers ;  he  treated  M.  Ducajfe  excef- 
fjvely  ill  daring  the  whole  fiegc ;  he  made  an  unfair  diftri- 
bution  of  the  effe£h  taken  j  he  took  no  fort  of  care  of  tha 
fick  and  wounded,  but  left  them  in  the  hofpitals,  not  only 
without  medicines,  but  food  ;  and  to  compleat  his  blun< 
ders,  he  loitered  till  the  twenty  firft  of  May^  and  did  not 
pmbark  his  i.nen   till  the  fickly  feafon  came  on,  and  they 
could  fcarcc  qrawl  to  theii    (hips.     The  Buccaneers  were 
fo  irritated  by  the   behaviour  of  Pointhy  and  his  breaking 
the  agreement  he  made  with  them  to  force  upon  them  a 
dividend  of  40,000  crowns,  that,  as  foon  as  they  faw  him 
and  his  fcjuadron  ^eady  to  fail,  they  returned  back  to  Car- 
(ha^ena,  in  order,  as  they  phrafed  it,  to  look  for  their 
(hare  of  ih?  plunder,  which  they  did  not  fail  of  finding  •. 
It  is  very  evident  from  this  account,  that  if  our  vice- 
admiral,  on  his  having  the  ftrft  information  of  the  enemy's 
being  failed  for  Carfho^ena,  which  was  on  the  fifteenth  of 
Majfy  had  failed  thither   inftead  of  going  to  Jamaica^  he 
bad  unquestionably  furprized  the  French  in  the  harbour  of 
that  place  ;  and,  as  the  Spaniards  had  actually  aflembled  an 
army  tor -take  the  city,  it  is  not  eafy  to  guefs  how   the 
French  w.uld  have  efcaped,  who  were  by  that  time  fplit 
into  fa(Siions  among  themselves,  and  at   leaft   one  half  of 
them  friUen  ikk  t.     But  though  he  mifTed  thcai   then,  yet 

on 

it  clear  he  eftimated  the  whole  booty  at  9,000,000.  But  when 
y[,  PoiJ  tis's  behaviour  came  to  be  fcrutinized  in  France,  they 
had  a  decree  for  1 ,400,000  livres    more.  s  Hiitoire  de 

Sr.  Domin^-n,  vol.  iv.  n  1 57.  The  Buccaniefs  undoubtedly 
carried  away  5,000,000  livres,  though  not  above  1,500,000 
came  to  St.  Domingo.  t  Burchot's  naval  hiftory,  p,.  553, 

See  alio  the  ftiemoirs  of  Sir  George  Rogke. 
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on  the  twenty  fevcnth  of  May^  1697,  being  half  leas 
over  from  Jamaica^  he  faw  the  Sicur  de  Pointis's  fquadron 
confiftingoffcvenmenof  war,  and  two  or  three  frigates, 
at  no  great  diftance  5  upon  which  he  endeavoured  to  cn^ 
gage  them,  but  could  not.  The  Warwick  indeed  exchang- 
ed  fomc  ftiot  u  :*h  one  of  the  Frenchmen^  but  in  fpite  of  all 
the  fail  (he  could  make,  the  (hip  got  away  frOm  her,  as 
the  reft  did  from  the  admiral  The  Warwick  perceiving 
this,  bore  down  on  a  fly-boat  belonging  to  the  Frmcb 
fleet,  and  took  her,  having  on  board  a  vaft  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  with  as  much  plate  as  made  the 
prize  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  is  a  pretty 
good  fample  of  what  mighty  treafures  were  on  board  the 
reft  u.  Five  days  the  vice-admiral  continued  the  purfuit, 
in  which  five  (hips,  araongft  which  his  own  and  rear-admi- 
ral Mecze's  were  included,  fprung  their  fore-top- mafts, 
and  their  fails  were  fo  torn,  that  it  was  found  impofTible  to 
continue  the  chace  with  any  hopes  of  fuccefs  w.  This 
again  was  a  narrow  efcape ;  the  French  ^themfelves  own  it, 
they  were  much  inferior  in  force,  they  were  ill  manned, 
moft  of  their  (hips  were  foul  j  and  if  they  had  fought,  ma- 
ny of  them  muft  have  been  taken  without  doubt.  I  fee  no 
manner  of  caufe  to  cenfure  the  vice-adrniraPs  condu£l  on 
this  occafion  (as  fome  have  done)  becaufe  it  was  beyond 
queftion  his  own  and  his  officers  interefts,  to  have  fought 
upon  the  prefumption  that  their  own  fupeiior  force  would 
have  put  them  in  pofTenion  of  all  the  plunder  the  French 
had  obtained.  Befides,  they  all  gave  fufficient  proofs  after- 
wards, that  fighting  was  what  they  did  noi:  defire  to  avoid, 

I 

'  - 

u  Mr.  Lediard  feems  to  queftion  whether  the  author  of  the 
Britifh  empire  in  America,  had  not  fet  down  200,000  for 
20,000  J  but  upon  examination,  I  find  200,000  in  the  origi- 
nal accounts,  w  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  361. 
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I  im  therefore  fatisfied  as  to  this  point,  that  there  was  no- 
thing of  treachery  or  negled  of  duty  in  this  bufineis,  but 
that  Ptmtis^s  fquadron  efcaped  by  a  concurrence  (with  re- 
fgitGt  to  us)  of  unlucky  and  unavoidable  accidents  ;  unlefs 
there  might  be  fome  fault  in  thofe  who  furniihed  our  (ails, 
%hich  did  not  wear  fo  well  as  thofe  of  the  French^  for 
Hrhich  however  the  fea-oi£cers  were  not  to  blame  *, 

The  Buccaneers,  oh  their  return  to  Cartba^ena,  met 
%ith  no  rdiftance,  and  therefore  having  driven  the  3nha> 
l^iunts  into  the  great  church,  they  told  them  how  general 
Pbintis  had  treated  them,  which,  as  they  alledged,  obliged 
them,  though  againft  their  will,  to  con^e  back  to  make  a 
d«nand  of  five  millions,  which  once  paid  them,  they  pro- 
mifed  to  retire  without  doing  any  kind  of  violence.  The 
poor  Spaniards  did  their  utmoft  to  rake  together  this  (bm, 
i>ut  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  French  r^k  what  they  brought, 
iind  as  foon  as  they  had  done  bringing,  thefe  mifcreants  had 
fecourfe  to  fuch  cruelties,  m  are  fcarce  credible,  to  force 
^ifcoveries.  After  all,  in  the  fpace  of  about  Hve  days,  they 
ainafied  near  1,000,000  ci-owns  in  m'oney,  and  niore 
than  as  much  in  rich  goods ;  after  which  they  fell  out 
amongft  themfelves  as  to  the  dividon  of  it,  the  Buccaneers 
Irefufmg  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  an  equal  (hare,  be- 
caufe,  as  they  faid,  they  were  at  great  expence  on  that 
ifland  before  they  failed,  when  the  inhabitants  were  at  home 
in  their  own  houfes.  This  difpute,  however,  was*  foon 
adjufted  on  the  arrival  of  a  (hip  from  St.  Martinico,  with 
advice,  that  a  (Irong  Englijh  fquadron  was  in  quefi  of  them : 
they  ^nftantly  quitted   the  place,  embarked  their  plunder 

with 

»  Mr.  Burchet  acknowledges  this,  and  fo  it  appears  on  the 
ftrifteft  inquiry  j  though  this  does  not  feem  10  have  fatisfied 
bifhop  Burnet, 


Of  King  WICLIAM   III]      ioj 

with  all  imaginable  diligence,  and  contrived  to  get  to  Tea 
as  foon  as  poffible,  and  retire  to  St.  Domingo  y. 

When   our  fquadron  found  it  ini][>ra£licab!e  to  engage 
the  French^  the  vice-admiral  thought  it  expedient  to  pro- 
ceed to  Carihagena,  in  order  to  fee  if  the  galleons  were 
fafe,  and  how  far  he  could  be  ufeful  to  the  Spaniards,    Ht 
arrived  in  the  port  in  the  evening  of  the  thirty  firft  of  A^ 
and  found  the  place  quite  abandoned  ;  for  the  inhabitanti 
were  (o  much  afraid  of  the  Buccaneers  returning  a  third 
time,  that  they  were  fled  into  the  woods.    Two  days  the 
vice-admiral  remained  in  the  port  before  he  prevailed  upon 
the  governor,  and  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  to  re- 
turn, and  then  failed,  after  fending  a  frigate  to  Su  JagOf 
to  inform  the  governor  of  the  Havanna,  and  the  general  of 
the  gallif^s,  of  what  had  pafled,  that  they  might  the  better 
provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  galleons.    On  the  flxth,  he 
difcovered  eight  fail  of  Buccan&srs,  clofe  under  the  Khore  ; 
upon  which  a  detachment  was  fent  to  deftroy  them,    The 
enemy  crowded  all  the  (ail  they  could,  in  liopes  cf  efcap- 
ing,  but  only  four  were  fo  luckily  as  to  efFed  it.    One  was 
forced  upon  the  Spanijh  coaft,  not  far  from  Cartbagena, 
her  crew  taken  by  the  inhabitants,  and  compelled  to  work 
in  the  repair  of  their  fortifications.     Another  was  forced  on 
(hore  on  St.  Domingo,  and  beat  to  pieces.     The  Chrifty  a 
fine  (hip,  commanded  by   captain  Cofuyy    who  had  two 
hundred  and   fifty    men  on   board,  and  about  350,000 
crowns  in  filver,  was  taken  by  a  Dutch  (hip,  as  was  the 
Flying  Hart  o{  the  fame  force  and  value,  commanded  by 
captain  Pierce,  by   captain  Dilkes,   and  her  crew    were 
brought  into  England  x. 

The 

y  Hiftoire  de  St.  Domingue,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 6 1 .  *  Burchet, 

Lediard,  Columna  Roftrata,  &u 
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\  ^Thi  governor  of  Jamaica  at  that  time  was  Sir  William 
Beefloriy  who  confidering  that  the  fleet  muft  foon  be  ob- 
lijged  to  return  home,  refolved  to  fugged  the  deftru£tion  of 
that  neft  of  pirates,  Petit-Guavas^  to  the  vice-admiral,  as 
the  moil  important  fervice,  that  as  things  were  circum- 
ilanced,  could  be  done  to  the  Engli/h  colonies  in  general, 
and  Jamaica  in  particular.  Vice  admiral  Neville  inftant- 
\y  complied  with  it,  and  left  the  execution  of  the  fcheme 
to  rear-admiral  Meeze^  who  was  detached  from  the  fleet 
June  22,  1697,  for  this  very  purpofe,  with  nine  fhips  of 
ivar,  great  and  fmall.  On  the  twenty  feventh  he  arrived 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Petit-Guavasy  and  debarked  fome 
of  his  forces,  ordering  the  (hips  to  come  in  next  day.  On 
the  twenty  ninth  he  furprized  Petit  Guavas,  entering  the 
place  before  it  was  light,  and  feizing  th^  ^uard.  He  had, 
at  firft,  thoughts  of  remaining  there  Ivm&^^rt  time  ;  but 
the  feamen,  and  at  laft  through  their  example  the  landmen, 
began  to  plunder  and  drink  fo  hard,  that  when  the  rear- 
admiral  altered  his  fentiments,  and  refolved  to  burn  it, 
there  was  not  above  fifty  fuber  men  under  his  command, 
out  of  nine  hundred.  When  he  gave  out  this  order,  the 
whole  was  executed  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  notwith- 
fianding  there  was  abundance  of  gold  and  fllver  in  the 
place,  yet  very  little  was  faved,  or  brought  away.  How- 
ever, the  burning  the  town,  and  carrying  oiF  prifoners  a 
good  number  of  negroes  to  Jamaica,  was  a  great  and  fea. 
fnnable  fervice  to  the  Englijh  colonies,  and  gave  the  ene- 
my a  remarkable  check,  which  they  did  not  foon  reco- 
ver ,to  fay  the  truth  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  (ervicet 
done  during  the  war.  _ 

VlCH- 

*  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  369,  Kenneth  life  of  king  Williaip, 
Ac.  ■..••■.■• 
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^  Vic  e- a  d  m  i  r  a  l  Neville  having  wooded  and  watered 
with  all  the  diligence  imaginable,  (ailed  to  meet  rear-admi- 
ral Meeze^  and  then  bringing  away  the  homeward- bound 
ihips  from  Jamaica^  refolvcd  to  proceed  to  the  Havanna^ 
in  order  to  preferve  .the  galleons.    He  (ailed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  a^d  doming  about  the  middle  of  that  month 
on  the  coaft  oituha,  the  (eamen  became  exceifively  fickly, 
and  rear-admiral  Meieze  died  before  they  reached  the  "Ha- 
vanna.    On  the  twenty- fecond  of  the  fame  month  he  ar- 
rived before  that  port,  and  fent  in  advice  to  the  governor 
of  his  want  of  water  and  other  refrefhments.     The  gover- 
nor fent  him  a  civil  meflage,  but  refufed  to  admit  his  (qua- 
dron,  and  did  not  even  fupply  his  wants,  or  at  leaft  not  in 
all  refpe£b.     As  for  the  general  of  the  galleons,  when  he 
was  informed  that  the  vice-admiral  came  on  purpofe  to 
convoy  that  rich  fleet  home,  which  was  the  principal  pofnt 
in  king  WtllianCs  inftruftions,  yet  far  from  being  fatisfied 
with  thefe  unufual  a£ts  of  kindnefs  to  allies,  he  excufed  him- 
felf  from  putting  his  (hfps  under  our  protection,  (uppo(ing, 
or  at  lead  pretending,  his  orders  would  not  warrant  it« 
The  true  reafon,  however,  both  of  his  anrf  of  the  gover- 
nor's condu6t,  might  probauly  be,  their  fear  of  having 
the  place  of  the  greateft  confequencc  in  the  Weft-Indies^ 
and  the  richbft  fleet  of  that  age  j  for  there  were  fifty  mil- 
lions on  board  the  galleons,  taken  at  once,  fince  both  had 
been  in  the  vice-admiral's  polwer,  if  he  had  once  been 
admitted  into  the  haven  fc. 

This  kind  of  treatment,  after  the  pains  he  had  taken 

to  favc  the  galleons,  and  to  ferve  the  crown  of  Spain  en 

every  occafion,  broke  the  vice- admiral's  fpirits  very  much. 

■ He 

t)  See  the  prefent  State  of  Europe,  for  the  month  of  Scpteni-.< 
ber,  1697.  Burnet,  Kennct,  cVc.    1 
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He  hud  alwayi  counted  upon  efcorting  the  galleons,  and 
believed  fo  acceptable  a  fervice  would  entirely  efEice  the 
memory  of  former  misfortunes ;  but  being  difappointcd 
again,  and  refleding  on  the  little  fervice  that  with  fo  ftrong 
a  fquadron  he  had  been  able  to  do  hli  country,  it  threw 
him  into  a  kind  of  hedic  fever,  which  bung  upon  him  till 
he  arrived  at  Virgima  on  the  tlventy-fevemh  of  Jugu/f, 
and  then  he  died,  as  much  of  grief,  as  of  his  diftempqr,  to 
the  great  regret  of  all  who  knew  him,  as  he  was  a  perfon 
of  courage,  prudence,  and  integrity ;  who  wanted  not  ei- 
ther will  or  abilities  to  do  his  country  (ervice,  though  his 
fortune  fell  (hort  of  his  zeal  c.  By  his  demife  the  com- 
mand of  the  fquadron  devolved  upon  captain  Rabert  Diihs, 
who,  from  Virgima^  arrived  lafeiy  in  v  England  on  the 
twenty-fourth  oi  October ^  ^^91  i  with  the  whole  fquadront 
though  poorly  manned,  and  the  (hips  many  of  them  foul 
and  rotten ;  fo  that  notwithftanding  the  great  hopes  that 
had  been  entertained  of  our  doing  mighty  things  in  the 
Weft -Indies^  all  came  to  nothing ;  for  befides  this,  we  met 
with  other  difappointments  in  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
th-^t  were  nalefs  mortifying  than  thofe  we  have  mentioned. 
The  fieur  Pointis  thought  himfelf  fafe  when  he  arrived 
off  Newfoundland^  as  not  having  the  leaft  knowledge  that 
we  had  a  flout  fquadron  there,  under  the  command  of  the 
late  fir  John  (then  captain)  Norn's^  Co  that  he  made  no 
difficulty  of  going  into  the  b»y  of  Conception,  and  of  lying 
there  carelefly  enough,  though  we  had  a  force  fufficient  at 
St.  John's  to  have  given  a  good  account  of  him,  and  his 
Spanifl)  plunder.  It  was  on  the  twenty-third  of  July  omi 
"  fquadron  had  advice,  that  five  French  (hips  were  feen  in 

Con^ 

.^       c  J  have  this  charafter  from  fome  who  knew  him  well,  and 
iwbo  ferved  under  him  in  this  very  expedition. 
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CiHCiptm-hayt  wd  they  immediately  concluded  it  wts  M.  , 
Nt/numrs  fquadron  come  to  attack  theos }  and  therefore, 
ioftead  of  going  to  look  for  the  enemy,  they  wifely  con- 
fidered  how  in  cafe  they  fell  upon  St.  JoMt^  they  (hould 
be  beft  ad?  to  defend  themfelves,  and  bent  all  their  en- 
deavours that  way  '. 

Capt  A  IN  Norris  was  from  the  beginning  a  little  fuf- 
picious  that  this  was  not  the  outward-bound  Frtruh  fqua- 
dron, and  therefore  fent  the  Mary  galley,  a  clean  tight  (hip, 
to  difcover  what  they  were.     But  before  they  could  have 
any  news  from  her,  he  received  a  letter  fromone^Mr« 
Alexander  Cumbcrhatth,  matter  of  a  ''^ip  uk(;n  by  the 
French  at  fea,  and  put  on  (hore  in  Newfoundland^  in  order 
to  procure  frefli  provifions.    In  this  letter  there  was  a  di- 
fiin^  account  of  M.  Pointish  ftrength,  and  of  his  fqua- 
dron's  having  on  board  the  rich  ^\nn^tt  o^  Carthagena. 
Captain  Norris  was  raviflied  with  this  epiftle,  called  a 
council  of  war  immediately,  and  prelTed  that  no  ferther 
time  might  be  loft,  but  that  without  more  ado  they  might 
fail  in  queft  of  the  enemy.    Other  people,  however,  were 
in  no  fuch  hafte ,  they  doubted  whether  Cumherbatch\ 
letter  might  not  be  intended   to  draw  thein^  out  of  their 
^  (Irength,  and  thereby  expufe  St.  Jo}m\  and  the  whole 
country,  to  the  French ;  and  therefore,  after  a  long  de- 
bate, it  was  refolved,  in  the  council  of  war,  to  remain 
where  they  were,  and  to  eXpeA  the  Frrnch  in  clofe  quar- 
-r  ters,  without  rimning  unnecellary  hazards  «. 

ABOUf 


i  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  375.  «  The  reflexions  of  bifhop 

Burnet  on  this  bufinefs,  are  very  well  worth  notice.  "  Com- 
modore Norris's  fquadron,  fays  he,  might  have  fallen  upon 
**  the  French,  and  would  probably  have  mattered  them ;  but; 
<*  as  the/  had  no  certain  account  of  their  ftrength,  fo,  being 
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*  About  noon,  on  the  twenty-fixth,  they  received  ad- 
Tice,  that  the  five  French  (hips  were  feen  the  night  before 
at  anchor  a  little  eaft  ward  of  BtlUlJley  by  PortugaiCwi, 
and  the  next  day,  upon  a  melTage  from  colonel  Gibfpn^ 
there  was  another  confultation,  where  this  intelligence  was 
read  ;  but  it  was  refolved  to  remain  till  the  two  captains 
arrived,  who  were  fcnr  to  make  a  difcovery.  Soor  .^r 
one  of  them  came  with  twenty -one  Frenchmen^  he 

had  taken  in  a  boat  at  Carbonierty  who  faid  they  were  fenc 

.      by 

<*  fent  out  on  another  fervice,  they  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
"  hazard  the  attacking  them ;  fo  the  French  got  fafe  home, 
*'  and  the  conduct  of  our  aiFairs  at  fea  waa  much  cenfured."— 
In  Burchet's  memoirs,  p.  378.  and  in  his  hiftory,  the  blame  is 
thrown  intirely  on  the  land-officers,  who  out-voted  the  rea-ofR. 
cers  in  the  council  of  war.— —The  whole  ;s  llrangely  ikimmed 
over  in  our  Gazette>  No.  3319,  as  a  thing  not  nt  to  be  men- 
tioned.      ■    ■—  1 

I  have  with  fome  difficulty  recovered  the  minutes  of  this  fa- 
mous council  of  war,  and  as  I  believe  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
thofe  who  fat  in  it,  and  their  votes,  cannot  but  be  agreeable  to 
the  reader,  I  fhall  tranfcribe  them. 

A  council  of  war  at  St.  John's,  July   24th,  1697,  at  which 

were  prefcnt.  •  .1 


LAND-OFFICERS. 


John  Gibfon  — — — 
Thomas  Dore  ■■ 
Thomas  Handafyde 

Cliff.  Brexton 

GrifF.  May 

Hugh  Boyd   — 

Y.Smith 

Rob.  Dazyell 

H.  Petit 


George  Watkins 
Jof.  Hargrave.  — 


Eleven.    No's  all. 


No. 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


SEA- 
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by  M.  Poiniif  to  procure  frefli  provifions.  The  other  cap- 
tain returned  al(b  from  Portugal-Govty  who  faw  the  Frtnch 
(hips  at  anchor,  one  of  them  of  three  decks,  two  from  fixty 
to  (tstAiy  guns,  and  two  more  of  above  fifty.  The  council 
udjourned  till  the  next  morning,  and  then  calh'ng  the  pri* 
Toners  before  them,  they  related  all  they  knew,  fearing 
that  otherwife  they  (hould  be  very  ill  treated.  They  faid 
the  fquadron  had  not  been  at  any  other  port  fince  they  left 
the  IVefl- Indies yzn^  that  hearing  of  an  EngUft)  fquadron  in 
thofe  parts,  they  had  appointed  Placentia^  in  Newfound- 
land, for  the  place  of  rendezvous  \  but  through  the  hazy- 
VoL.  IN.  O  ncfa 

SEA- OFFICERS. 


m- 


Francis  Dove  •— 
Robert  Stapilton 
James  Littleton    - 
Charles  Defborow 
Cooper  Wade  — — 
John  Roffey 
James  Mighells 
Thomas  Day  - 
John  Cranby    • 
John  Drake 


Nicholas  Trevannion 
John  Norrls  ..._^ 
Thomas  Smith    •— ^ 


-  Yea. 

~  Yea. 

-  No. 

-  Yea. 

-  Yea. 
No. 

-  Yea. 

-  Yea. 

-  Yea. 

-  No. 

-  No. 

-  Yea. 

-  No. 


Thirteen.  Yea's  8.  No's  5. 

This  whole  bufmefs  was,  in  an  enfuing  feffion  of  parliament, 
examined  in  the  houfe  of  lords ;  when  upon  a  full  view  of  the 
evidence,  their  lordfliips  came  to  the  following  refolutions. 
Die  Lun»,  17  April,  1699, 

1.  It  is  refolvcd  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  par- 
liament aiTembled,  that  the  fquadron  commanded  by  captain 
Norris,  at  St.  John's,  in  Newfoundland,  not  going  out  to  fight 
Pointis,  upon  the  feveral  intelligences  given,  was  a  very  high 
jnifcarriage.  to  the  great  differvice  of  the  king  and  kingdom 

2.  It  IS  refolvcd,  that  the  joining  the  land-officers  in  the 
wuncil  of  war,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1697,  was  «ne  Qccafign  (>f 
the  mifcamagem  not  fighting  Pointif.  ».   k» 
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ncfs  of  the  weather,  were  obliged  to  drop  anchor  in  Con- 
ctptm-hvf.  But  notwithftanding  all  this  and  other  corrobo- 
rative evidence,  to  prove  that  this  was  in  reality  M.  Poin" 
tls*s  fquadron,  the  council  of  war  ftill  over-ruled  captain 
Norrisj  who  was  eager  for  fighting,  and  obliged  him  to 
remain  in  the  harbour  of  St.  John\  which  they  fortified 
with  fuch  induftry,  that  when  Mr.  Nifmond  arrived,  which 
was  about  two  and  thirty  days  after  the  other  fquadron  had 
been  firft  feen,  the  place  was  in  fo  good  a  ftate  of  defence, 
that  though  the  French  fquavir on  confifted  of  fixteen  fail,  of 
which  ten  were  of  the  line  or'  battle,  yet  they  were  To  well 
fatisfied  with  the  fight  of  the  preparations  made  for  their 
reception,  that  they  thought  proper  to  retire  without  fo 
much  as  firing  a  gun,  and  thereby  left  all  Newfoundland 
in  our  pofTeflion,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  enfuing 
peace  ^. 

M.  Peintisy  however,  though  he  got  fo  happily  clear 
of  this  afFair,  met  with  another,  which  gave  him  more 
trouble;  for  on  the  fourteenth  of  Augufl^^  1697,  he  fell 
in  with  a  fquadron  commanded  by  captain  Harhvjy  whom 
he  boldly  engaged  about  three  in  the  afternoon.  After  a 
brisk  difpute  of  two  hours,  the  French  made  a  fignal  for 
tacking,  when  one  of  their  (hips  being  difabled,  efcaped 
'With  much  difficulty,  and  put  the  reft  into  fome  confufion. 
They  bore  away  as  faft  as^  poffible,  and  by  ten  at  night 
the  EniUJh  fquadron  loft  fight  of  them.  The  fifteenth  be- 
ing a  dear  day,  the  enemy  was  difcovered  by  four  in  the 
morning  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues ;  upon  which  cap- 
tain Harlow  continued  the  chafe  till  evening,  but  with  stty 
little  advantage,  our  (hips  being  fouler  thtn  theirs,  though 

r*"  -  they 

-   .        ■  -       ■  ■  ,  -  -  "^   " 

^   'Bnrchet's  memoirs,  p.  381.    Prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  for 
Oaober,  1 697.  Life  of  king  William ;  Hiftory  of  the  laft  war. 
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they  were  returned  from  To  long  a  voyage.  The  next  day 
they  got  clear  away,  and  the  day  following  entered  the 
harbour  of  Brtjfy  having  as  happily  and  as  Arangely  efcaped 
variety  of  dangers  as  any  fquadron  that  ever  went  to  Tea  I. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  M.  Polntis*i  bearing  down 
upon  captain  Harlow*t  fquadron  ;  nor  can  one  readily  ap- 
prehend, how  the  En^lljh  (hips,  juil  come  out  of  port» .: 
came  to  fail  fo  much  worfe  than  the  Fnncb,  Some  myftery 
there  was  in  this,  which  was  never  revealed  to  the  publicy 
though  in  all  probability  f ^mething  might  be  difcovered  tO/ 
the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  which  it  'vas  not  proper  (hould 
come  abroad  ^.  Thus  we  have  run  through  the  hiflory  of 
wi)at  pafTcd  in  the  If^efl-hdies  during  this  war,  and  are 
now  returned  to  the  naval  tranfa6tiuns  in  Europe,  in  the 
year  1697,  where  we  (hall  find  not  majiy  extraordinat/v 
anions  to  detain  U5. 

His  majefty  going  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  to  Holland^ 
he  was  pleafed  to  declare  Edward  Ruffil,  £fq ;  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Admirakyy  one  of  the  lords  juftices  in  his  ab- 
fence  ;  and  foon  after  it  was  known,  that  his  majefty  had 

O  2  created 


i  M*  Pointis  confeiTes  this  in  his  memoirs.  A  Dutch  gazet« 
teer  {ays  pleafantly,  ill  luck  put  oj\  leaden  boots  to  purfue 
him.  See  captain  Harlow's  own  account  in  the  London  ga- 
zette. No.  3317.  hi  ground  what  I  advance  in  the  : 
text,  on  the  following  advcrtifement,  which  appeared  (iri^ii 
Thurfday,  Sept.  23,  1697,  London  gazette,  No.  3325. 

••  Admiralty  office,  Sept.  2 . .  Whereas,  the  right  hon.  the 
"  lords  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  did  receive  a  letter  by 
"  the  poft,  fignedA.  B.  which  contains  feveral  things  relating 
"  to  the  late  adlion  of  captain  Harlow  :  thefe  are  to  give  no* 
•'  tice,  that  if  the  perfon  who  writ  the  faid  letter,  will  apply 
"  himfelf  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  admiralty,  his  name 
*•  fhall  not  be  made  known,  without  bis  own  confent,  and  he 
**  fhall  lik«wife  b«  rewarded,  and  preferred  by  their  lordfhips/ 

"  William  Bridceman/* 
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crcttcd  him  baron  of  Shingey^  vifcount  Barjleur^  and  ear? 
of  Orford,  Thefe  honours  fcemed  not  only  fit,  but  ne- 
cpflary,  fincc  his  lordftiip,  as  biftiop  Burnet  well  obfervcs, 
h^d  the  whole  authority  of  high  admiral,  though  not  the 
title  i.  His  pre  fence  therefore  being  requifuc  at  the  board, 
fir  George  Rooh  was  declared  admiral  of  the  fleet,  and  adu- 
ally  went  down,  in  the  beginning  of  y«w,  to  Port/mouth, 
in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  it.  On  his 
arrival,  however,  he  found  things  but  in  a  very  indifferent 
condiiion :  for  though  the  fhips  made  3  handfome  figure 
enough  in  the  lift  at  the  Admiralty,  yet  they  were  in  hSt 
not  half  manned,  and  worfe  victualled  ;  fothat  if  a  Dutch 
fquadrorv  had  not  happily  joined  them,  it  is  on  all  hands 
agreed,  they  could  not  have  put  t3  fea.  Bat  by  the  ia!^ar 
end  of  the  month,  the  admiral  being  joined  by  two  fqua- 
drons  which  had  been  under  the  command  of  vice-admrirat 
Mitchell  and  rear-admiral  BenboWy  he  found  his  ftrength 
cn^reafed  to  forty-four  fail  of  the  line,  and  therefore  he 
put  to  fea  for  fome  time,  but  was  obliged  to  return  foQner 
than  he  intended,  for  want  of  proviftons.  In  the  month 
of  September  he  detached  vice-admiral  Mitchel  with  a  fqua- 
dron  to  meet  and  fuftain  vice-admiral  Neviltty  who  was 
txpe£led  honie  with  the  galleons  from  the  JVeJi* Indies  \  but 
before  he  reached  the  capft  of  St.  ^;V/^^n/,  he  had  notice  0!* 
the  return  of  that  fquadr6n,  and  d^d  not  therefore  think 
proper  to  continue  any  longer  at  fea  ^.  He  was  afterwards 
ordered  out  again  in  O^oher^  when  he  performed  nothing 
Worthy  of  remark j  except  the  bringing  in  fifteen  Dutch 
.  Maji-India  (hips,  which  had  loft  moft  of  their  anchors  and 
'iablcs,  and  m lift  otherwife  have  been  in  great  danger  of 

periQiing 

»  Burchet,  Kennet,  Burnet,  Pointer,  Oldmixon,  &c.      ^  Bur- 
chct'smemoirs,  p.  39Z. 
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pcrifhing  themfclves.     Soon  after  he  received  the  king's  or- 
ders to  bring  over  the  Czar  from  Holland^  which  he  did, 
and  was  fo  acceptable  to  that  great  prince,  that^  with  the 
king's  leave,  he  attended  him  during  the  whole  time  he 
ftaid  in  England,  and  had  the  honour  alfo  to  command  the: 
fquadron  which  efcorted  him  on  his  return  to  Holland^  in. 
his  way  back  to  his  own  dominions.     His  behaviour  to-r 
wards  that  monarch  was  fuch  as  gave  him  entire  fatisfac- 
tion,  fo  that  he  retained  a  grateful  remembrance  of  it  man]^ 
years  after,  when  he  came  a  fecond  time  into  Holland^  hj 
taking  notice  of  ir«any  points  in  naval  difcipline,  in  which 
he  was  inftrudJed  by  admiral  MitchelK  t 

Rear-Admiral  Benbow  failed  from  Spit  head  on 
the  eleventh  of  Jprilf  1697,  with  a  fquadron  confiding  or 
icven  third  rates,  and  two  fire>(hips  m,  and  inftrudions 
to  protect  the  trade  of  this  nation  in  every  inflance  in  his 
power,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy.  With  this  view  he  was 
{Rationed  from  ten  to  fourfcore. leagues  from  Sciily,  but  was 
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able 


1  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  p  394.  m  London  Gazettcj 

No.  3279.    Mr.  Burchet  fays,  April  10,  but  I  prefer  the  au- 
thority of  the  Gazette,  in  which  1  Hnd  an  article  that  deferves 
a  place  here,  and  therefore  I  (hall  tranfcpibe  it.    "  Newcaftle, 
«'  April  10,  Yefterday  morning  came  to  our  bar,.eighx  colliers 
*•  from  London  ;  one  of  them  oelonging  to  this  town,  Charles 
"  Newton,  mafter,  laden  with  merchants  goods,  and  carrying 
*•  twelve  guns»  was,  in  her  voyage  here,  attacked  by  a  Fre«icn 
"  privateer  of  fourteen  guns,  and  four  pattetaroes ;  captain 
*'  Newton  made  a  vigorous  defence,  and  another  of  the  mcr- 
"  chant-ftiips  coming  to  his  afliftance,  they  boarded  the  faid  pri- 
**  vateer,  took  her,  and  have  brought  her  into  this  harbour : 
"  of  the  French,  twenty -three  were  killed  in  the  fight,  and  the 
"  reft,  fixtyfix  in  number,   are  brought  aftiore,  feveral  of 
"  which  are  wounded,  and  the  captain  fo  dangeroufly,  that 
"  'til  thought  he  will  hardly  recover.    There  was  another 
^*  privateer  in  his  company,  who,  feeing  his  companion  coin«. 
*<  of  fo  ill,  fell  a-ftern,  and  Rood  off  to  lea/* 
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able  to  perform  nothing  remarkable  during  the  beft  part  nf 
the  month  of  May,  though  he  was  joined  by  five  (hips  of 
war  more,  and  therefore  he  returned  to  St.  Ueien*s  about 
the  twenty* iirft  of  that  month,  from  whence  he  failed 
again  on  the  twenty-fourth,  with  four  third  rates  and  two 
fire-(hips,  for  his  former  ftation  -,  and  after  haVing  feen 
two  Eaft-India  Hiips  pretty  far  out  to  fea,  he  received  fuch 
inteUigence  as  to  our  homeward-bound  Jamaica  (hips,  as 
induced  him  to  repair  to  Plynuuth ;  in  doing  which,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  join  iht  Virginia  and  JVeft-Jndia  fleets, 
and  their  particular  convoys,  ofF  the  Lizard  i  and  foon  after 
meeting  vice-admiral  Mitchtl  off  the  Start,  he  was  by  him 
(}ire<3ed  to  repair  to  Plymouth,  with  the  merchant-fhips, 
where  he  received  orders  from  fir  G^^ri^^  jR^^i^^,  to  repair 
to  the  fleet  then  pafling  weftward,  and  to  take  care  for 
fending  eaflward  a  convoy  with  the  trade.     But  thefe  or. 
ders  were  contradicted  by  others  from  the  lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, dated  the  tenth  o^  July,  and  he,  in  obedience  to 
them,  proceeded  to  the  fquadron  before  Dunkirk,  whicli 
captain  Beaumont  had  commanded  a  confiderable  time  be- 
fore, confifting.of  fix  third  rates,  befides  the  Newark^  two 
fourth,  one  fifth,  and  two  fire-fhips  ;  but  three  of  thofe 
third  rates  were  ordered  away  to  the  DotQns  by  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty  «. 

The  rear-admiral,  as  foon  as  he  arrived  with  his  fquar 
(Iron,  went  in  perfoRj  with  his  boat,  before  the  pier- heads 
uf  Dunkirk  j  where,  though  he  difcovcred  not  one  velTel  in 
the  road,  yet  he  faw  f:fteen  or  fixteen  fail  of  great  (hips 
within,  one  of  which  bore  a  flag.  With  captain  Btau* 
mont  he  found  two  orders  from  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
Che  firfi  directing  him  to  purfue  and  burn-^u  Bftrih  fhips, 
^  where  vpr 
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whenever  he  could  find  them,  except  under  the  protef^ion 
of  the  forts  in  Norway  or  Sweden  ;  the  ether,  to  obey  any 
orders  he  might  receive  from  his  majefty,  who  was  then  in  • 
Holland,  On  the  thirtieth  of  July  rear-admiral  Vander- 
^tf^r  joined  him,  with  eleven  Dutch  (hips,  and  it  waspro- 
pofcd,  that  one  of  the  fquadrons  fhould  lie  fo  as  that  Dun- 
kirk might  be  fouth  of  them  ;  and  the  other  in  or  near 
0/Iend  tozd,  that,  if  </«  5^r/ (hould  attempt  to  pafs  out, 
cither  ac  the  north  or  ^ft  channel,  they  might  the  better 
difcover  him :  but  no  other  anfwer  was  made  by  the 
Dutch  Hag,  than  that  his  (hips  were  foul,  and  not  in  a^on-  - 
dition  to  purfue  him. 

The  French  (hips  at  Dunkirk  were  in  all  eleven,  from 
fifty  to  twenty-fix  guns  j  and  about  the  beginning  of  Jugujf 
thtj  were  all,  except  M,  du  Bart\  own  (hip,  bawled  into 
the  bafbn  to  clean,  fo  that  it  was  judged  they  were  making 
ready  to  come  out  the  next  fpring-tide.  But  fmce  our  • 
(hips,  as  well  as  the  Dutch,  were  all  foul,  little  fervice  could 
be  expe£led  from  thair  chafing  ;  and  it  was  almdft  next  to 
an  impodibility,  to  block  up  clean  (hips  at  Dunkirk  with  * 
foul  ones.  Wherefore  the  rear-admiral  propofed,  that  four 
of  his  beft  failers  might  be  ordered  to  Sheernefs  to  clear, 
and  that  the  others  might  come  to  the  Downs j  not  only  to 
take  in  water,  which  they  very  much  wanted,  but  to  heel 
and  fcrub ;  and  this  he  judged  might  be  done  befure 
the  approaching  fpfing  could  afford  ihe  French  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  over  the  bar.  But  at  this  time  it  was 
not  thought  advifeable,  though  afterwards  he  received  or- 
ders to  do  it :  fo  that  for  the  prefent  :ie  only  fent  the  (hips 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Downs  to  water,  as  thfy  could 
beft  be  fpared.  It  is  evident  enough  from  this  large  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  that  our  difappointmerus  were  fre- 
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quently  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  orders,  and  the  not 
paying  a  due  attention  to  fuch  pieces  of  advice  as  the  com- 
manders of  fquadrons  thought  themfelvcs  in  duty  obhged 
to  offer.  On  the  twenty-third  of  Auguji^  du  Bart  left 
Dunkirk  with  five  fail,  having  the  prince  of  Canti  on  board, 
whom  the  Frtnch  attempted  to  make  king  of  Poland.  The 
rear-admiral  purfued  him,  but  to  no  manner  of  purpofej 
and  before  he  returned  to  his  ftatiof ,  eight  other  (hips  were 
gone,  which  he  purfued  likewife,  but  with  the  fan.e  want 
of  fuccefs  :  and  this  was  the  lafl  adlion  of  the  war,  for  on 
the  tenth  o{  Stptember  fullowlng,  peace  was  concluded  be- 
tween England^  Spam,  and  Holland,  on  the  one  fide,  and 
the  crown  of  France  on  the  other,  at  Ryfwick,  by  which 
the  French  king  acknowledged  king  William*^  title,  and,  as 
the  French  hiftorians  fay,  gave  up  more  towns  than  the 
confederates  could  have  taken  in  twenty  years ;  but  this 
waii  not  from  any  principle  either  of  juftice  or  moderation, 
but  with  views  of  quite  another  fort,  as  was  forefeen  thenn 
and  in  the  fpiice  of  a  few  yearsi  appeared  o. 

We  have  now  brought  this  long  war  to  a  concIuHoni 
and  it  is  but  juft  that  we  Oiould  offer  the  reader  fome  re* 
He^tions  on  the  confequences  of  it,  to  the  naval  power  and 
tommeice  of  England.  Firft  then,  with  refpeit  to  our 
navy,  we  have  fecn  that  the  war  opened  with  a  viTy  bad 
prufpeftj  for  though  we  had  an  excellent  fleet,  a  v<tit 
number  of  dble  feamen,  and,  perhaps,  as  good  officers  i% 
»ny  in  the  world,  yet  the  French  got  earlier  to  fea  than  vft 
did,  appeared  with  a^reater  force,  and  managed  it  better, 
though  we  a6lcd  then  in  conjuniSlion  with  Holland, 
4nd  according  to  the  general   rule  of  political  rcafof^ing 

ought 
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o  Burchet,  Burnet,  Prefent  State  of  £urope,  Life  Qf  king 
Williamj  Pointer's  chroAological  hiftory,  &c. 
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ought  to  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  have  driven  the  French 
out  of  the  Tea.     All  this  proceeded  from  the  fudden  change^ 
in  our  government,  which,  perhaps,  left  many  of  our  offi- 
cers difafFeded,  and  many  more  without  having  any  pro- 
per degree  of  credit  at  court.     Want  of  confidence  be- 
tween the  adminidration  and  the  commanders  of  our  fleets^ 
is  always  deilrudlive  to  our  maritime  power,  and  therefore 
inftead  of  wondering  that  things  v;ent  fo  ill  in  the  three 
iirfl  years  of  the  war,  we  may  with  more  juftice  be  fur* 
prized,  that  they  went  no  worfe.    Our  party-dividons 
not  only  enervated  our  own  ftrength,  but  created  fuch  jca^ 
loufies  between  us  and  the  Dutch^  as  bkiled  the  fruits  that 
muft  have  been  otherwife  produced  by  this  union  of  the 
maritime  powers.    Of  this  we  have  the  fulleft  proof  in  the ; 
cafe  of  the  earl  oT  Terrlngton^  whom  even  the  enemies  of' 
the  government  made  it  a  point  to  fupporC.  becaufethey' 
knew  that  preferving  him  muft  give  diftafte  to  our  allies, 
and  who,  on  the  other  hand,  was  profecuted  by  many  who 
believed  him  innocent  P. 

But  when  once  the  government  was  thoroughly  fettlecf, 
and  we  a£led  cordially  in  conjunction  with  the  StattSy  it 
foon  became  evident,  that  we  were  much  more  than  a 
match  iot  Pranct  dX  (tz.  Our  misfortunes  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  created  enquiries  and  cenfures,  which  were, 
and  always  will  be,  followed  with  victories  y  for  when  o£- 


■k*. 


P  The  reader  will  eafily  difcern  the  force  of  this  argument* 
if  he  confiders  the  (hare  the  earl  of  Torrinjgton  had  in  the  revo- 
lution, and  the  warmth  with  which,  on  his  profecution,  he  was 
fupported  by  thofe  who  were  leaft  pleafed  with  that  event.  This 
ihews  the  effeAs  of  party-fpirit,  upon  national  affairs  ;  for 
though  it  might  be  right  in  them  to  efpoufe  the  earl  of  Tor- 
rington,  who  probably  adled  according  to  the  beft  of  his  judg- 
ment, yet  they  did  it  apparently  from  wrong  motives,  and  with 
no  better  intention,  than  to  mortify  and  diHrefs  the  court. 
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cers  find  ihemfelyes  in  danger  for  aiding  ill,  they  will  en- 
deavour to  efcape  it  by  doing  well ;  whereas>  if  they 
once  find  that  they  may  prefer  private  (irofit,  to  that  duty 
which  they  owe  the  public,  with  impunity,  they  will 
not  fail  to  run  into  that  broaJ  road.  This  accounts  for  our 
fuccefs  in  (he  middle  of  the  war,  and  the  declenfion  of  it 
afterwards,  when  the  board  of  Admiralty  began  to  feel  its 
own  ilrength,  and  the  management  of  naval  affairs  was  re- 
duced to  a  court-fyilem,  by  which  fuch  men  were  fure  of 
protection,  as  could  be  depended  on  in  other  refpe£ts  than 
their  commands  in  the  fleet  9. 

SuT  notwithftanding  thefe,  and  fbftie  other  mlfcarria- 
ges,  no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  French  fuffered  much  more  in  their  mari- 
time  power  than  we,  as  Mr.  Burch^t  has  (hewn  us ;  and 
confequently,  if  we  confider  the  fituation  of  both  na- 
tions, the  eafe  with  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  repair 
'  our  loifes,  and  the  almofl;  infuperable  difficulties  the  French 

had 

4  It  may  poflibly  be  thought,  that  I  differ  in  my  fentiments 
here,  from  what  I  have  faid  elfewhere,  as  to  enquiries ;  and 
therefore  I  take  this  opportunity  of  fay ing^  that  I  would  be  un- 
derftood  fo  as  to  diftinguifh  between  proper  enquiries,  and  pee- 
vifh  enquiries.  1  call  proper  enquiries,  fuch  as  begin  with 
things,  and  end  with  men :  and  I  take  fuch  to  be  peeviih,  as 
prefume  things  to  be  wrong,  becaufe  they  were  done  by  this 
tfr  that  fet  of  men.  In  this  reign,  we  had  frequent  examples 
of  both  :  enquiries  were  fet  on  foot  in  parliament,  and  when 
they  did  not  anfwer  the  intentions  of  a  party,  they  were  dropt. 
This,  certainly,  was  very  fcandalous.  On  the  other  hand, 
^mmodore  Wilmot's  difgraceful  expedition,  anu  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  kind,  were  palTed  over  without  any  enquiry  at  all. 
This,  undoubtedly,  was  very  fufpicious  dealing  in  the  admi- 
rahy ;  who  ought  to  have  vindicated  their  own  uprightncfs,  by 
jullifying  )he  chara^rs  of  fuch  as  they  employed,  which  ap- 
pears to  DC  the  judgment  of  bi(hop  Burnet  himfeU ;  who,  though 
he  loved  the  minilters,  yet  could  not  help  feeing  their  faults. 
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had  to  ftruggle  with  in  this  rcTpe^,  we  nmft  conclude, 
that  not  only  they,  but  the  whole  world,  had  full  evidence 
from  thence,  of  their  be'ng  no  way  able  to  ilruggle  againft 
the  Dutch  and  us  in  a  maritime  war.  To  make  this  ftiil 
more  apparent,  I  muft  obferve,  that  king  IFiUiam^  in  his 
fpeech  to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  war,  aflerted  our  naval  force  to  be  near  double  wMlt  it 
yras  at  his  acccifion '.  Whereas,  I  do  not  find  in  any  of 
the  Punch  hiftorians, -that  they  attempted  to  build  new  (hips 
during  the  progrels  of  the  war,  or  to  do  any  thing  more 
than  finifli  fuch  as  were  then  upon  the  flocks,  purchaflng, 
as  occafion  required,  large  merchant-men,  which  they 
converted  into  frigates.  In  this  light,  therefore,'  we  were 
gainers  by  the  war,  of  which  the  French  fcemed  to  be  vr.cy 
fenfible,  fmce  they  avoided  all  general  engagements  >,  and 

in 

•  See  his  majefty's  fpeech,  Dec.  3,  1697,  in  Chandler*s  par- 
liamentary debates.  Upon  carefully  comparing  the  lifts  of  the 
royal  navy,  this  very  clearly  appears. 

s  An  account  of  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  French  in  their  navy» 
4urJng  the  war,  from  the  year  1688,  to  1697. 


^  No.  of  (hips 
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in  particular  actions  between  fmall  fquadrons  or  fingle 
(hips,  the  ftriflnefs  of  their  difcipline  gave  them  greai  ad- 
vantages, ftnce  their  vefTels,  generally  fpeaking,  were  much 
cleaner  than  ours,  and  confequently  were  able  to  leave  us. 
Whenever  they  found  themfdves  too  hard  prefied  ;  of  which 
ieveral  inftances  have  been  given  in  the  foregoing  (heets. 
At  the  fame  time,  however,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  the 
French  fleets,  generally  fpeaking,  behaved  very  well  at  fea, 
and  that  we  fufFered  confiderably  even  in  tbofe  a6ltons 
where  we  were  vi^orious,  as  well  as  where  our  (hips  were 
taken  by  furprize,  or  beaten  as  convoys,  by  a  fuperior  force  t. 

But 
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Totul  59 


Total  2,244 


•  The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Englifli  in  their  navy,  during  the 
war,  from  the  year  1688,  to  1697. 
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70  guns. 

46 

42 
36 

32 


Total  of  guns, 
70 
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46 
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108 
192 


692 
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Ljt  with  refped  to  our  trade,  it  is  certain,  that  we 
Ajffered  infinitely  more,  not  onJy  than  the  Frtnchy  (for 
that  muft  have  been  expected)  but  than  ever  we  did  in  any 
former  war,  where  there  was  a  nearer  balance  between 
our  trade  and  that  of  the  enemy.  This  proceeded  in  a 
great  meafure  from  the  vigilance  of  the  French^  who,  as 
we  have  already  (hewn,  made  it  their  choice,  nay,  their 
great  monarch  made  it  his  glory,  to  carry  on  the  war 
in  a  piratical  way,  on  purpofe  to  diftrefs  our  merchant9i 
and  excite  a  loud  clamour  here  for  a  peace.  Another  rea- 
fon  why  our  commerce  fufFered  fo  much,  was  that  fpirtt 
of  avarice  which  prevailed,  and  whith  engaged  many  mer- 
chants to  attempt  making  a  fudden  fortune  by  fuflering  their 
(hips  to  run,  inflead  of  waiting  for  a  convoy.  It  cannot 
indeed  be  denied,  that  a  third  principal  caufe  of  our  mif^ 
carriages,  was  the  want  of  proper  attention  at  the  board  of 
Admiralty^  where  officers  were  generally  heard  with  teo 
much,  and  merchants  with  too  little  favour.  To  this  we 
n^ay  add  that  fpirit  of  rapine  and  corruption  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  fea- officers  at  this  time,  and  which  too 
I  often 
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The  number  of  guns  on  board  the  French  fhips,  which  were 
either  taken  or  burnt,  more  than  in  the  Englifh,  were  1,13?, 
and  moft  of  them  much  fwpcrior  in  their  weight  of  metal; 
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often  induced  them  to  conftder  their  commiiHons  rather  as 
powers  given  them  to  provide  for  themfelves  and  their  fa- 
milies, than  as  trufts  received  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
We  muft  not  forget  in  this  enumeration  of  the  caufes  of 
our  loiles  in  this  refpedt,  the  ill  condudl  of  our  governors 
abroad,  who  were  likewife  totally  employed  in  amafling 
fortunes,  while  the  ftridnefs  of  the  Frntch  difcipline  oblig- 
ed fuch  as  had  the  care  of  their  plantations,  to  pay  a  proper 
l-egard  to  the  public  fervice,  to  which  alone  was  owing 
their  preferving  their  fettlements  at  St.  Domingo,  from 
whence  they  might  have  been  driven  with  the  greateft  eafe 
by  the  Er^UJh  and  Spaniards^  and  yet  were  tuffered  to  re- 
tain their  fettlements,  though  both  nations  were  continu- 
ally diftrefTed  by  their  invaiions ;  and  in  refpe£l  to  this, 
it  is  no  lefs  evident,  that  the  Spaniards  were  not  fo 
much  to  blame  as  we  «*.  But,  after  all,  the  principal  fource 
of  thefe  mifchiefs,  was  the  neceifity  both  the  Dutch  and 
we  were  under  of  fitting  out  fuch  great  fleets  every  year, 
whereby  all  our  feamen  were  in  a  manner  employed  in  the 
publick  fervice ;  fo  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  merchants 
were  forced  to  fend  their  (hips  to  fea  worfe  manned  than 
formerly,  and  on  the  other,  our  grand  fleet  and  annual 
fquadrons  required  fo  many  fhips,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
furnifli  the  necefTary  convoys  for  the  fecurity  of  our  trade. 
At  leafl,  this  was  prtteaded ;  and  the  very  pretence,  per- 
haps. 


■*  This  appears  plainly  from  the  French  hiflory  of  that  rfland, 
where  it  '^  owned,  that  a  ftorm  delivered  them  i*:  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1698,  from  a  defcent  from  Jamait.i;  and 
that  the  news  of  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  came  fo  gpportunely,  as 
to  preferve  them  from  being  totally  deftroyed  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  already  pailiBd  the  mountains,  with  a  body  of  be- 
tween five  and  ux  nandred  men.,  Hilloire  de  S.  Bominj^ue^ 
Vol.  iv.p.  177. 
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baps,  WM  another  caufe  of  our  lofles.  This,  however,  it 
out  of  doubt,  that  taking  all  together,  our  traffic  fufFered 
exccflively,  our  merchants  were  many  of  them  ruined  ;  and 
though  enquiries  into  the  mifmanagements,  which  heigh* 
tened  thefe  misfortunes,  were  not  proTecuted  with  that 
vigour  they  might  have  been,  yet  fuch  difcovcrics  were 
made,  as  produced  an  abfolute  diftruft  of,  and  diftaOc 
againft,  fuch  as  had  the  diredion  of  naval  afFaiis,  aloud 
clamour  againlt  the  war,  and  a  univerfal  defirc  of  peace  at 
any  rate  w. 

After  this  impartial  rcprefentation  of  the  ftatc  of  our 
aliairs  at  its  condufion,  we  need  not  wonder  that  a  peace, 
and  a  peace  fo  advantageous  as  that  of  Ry/wick  was,  (houid 
give  the  greateft  (atisfadlion  to  the  nation  in  general,  and 
to  the  trading  part  in  particular.     That  it  did  do  fo,  may 
;ippear  from  the  government's  caufmg  a  fpecial  gazette  to 
be  publiHied,  on  purpofe  to  make  known  the  French  king's 
ratification  and  proclamation  of  the  peac^  at  Paris,  two 
days  fooner  than  it  would  have  otherwife  been  z  ;  and  by 
the  numerous  addreiTes  of  thanks  and  congratulation,  which 
were  fent  up  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to  felicitate  his 
majefly  upon  that  occafion,  and  to  exprefs  their  jui^  fenfe 
of  being  delivered  from  the  burthen  and  expence  of  (o 
bloody  and  deftru^ive  a  war.     Neither  ought  it  at  all  ta 
abate  the  merit  of  this  treaty,  that  the  French  ftruck  me- 
dals, 

<——*————»— ——^——»— »—     II  III  II        — »^M»  I 

w  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Life  of  king  William,  Prefeat 
State  of  Europe.  «iThe  Gazettes  came  out  in  thofe  days, 

on  Mondays  and  Thurfdays.  This  paper,  faid  to  be  printed 
by  authority,  is  dated,  Whitehall,  Ottober  26,  which  was 
Tuefday.  It  is  printed  but  on  one  fide,  and  the  French  king's 
proclamation  is  in  italick,  in  order  to  render  it  the  more  re- 
markable. The  fame  thing  had  been  done  on  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  O^ober  1 8,  1 697.  But  that  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  poft-gazctte. 
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dab,  magnifying  their  fuccefs  in  (he  war,  and  their  demon* 
ilrating  ihemfclvu  thereby  a  match  for  all  the  reft  of  Eu* 
rtpii  ftnce  if  they  had  really  been  To  victorious,  and  had 
gained  fuch  advantages,  the  wonder  was  fo  much  greater 
that  they  fliould  ftoop  to  fuch  a  peace  y.  But  though  it 
may  be  true,  that  in  many  refpefb  the  Frtnch  had  the  ad- 
vantage in  tijis  war»  yet  undoubtedly  they  forefaw  they 
were  unable  to  fupport  fo  vaft  an  expence  as  it  brought 
upon  them  ;  and  as  their  weaknefs  encreafed  much  fafter 
in  proportion  than  that  of  the  maritime  powers  this  in  a 
few  campaigns  would  havft  quite  changed  the  face  of  things, 
and  either  brought  on  the  total  ruin  of  France^  or  obliged 
het  to  make  peace  upon  ftill  worfe  terms  than  were  de* 
manded  now. 

It  rouft  therefore  be  allowed  to  the  honour  of  this  reign, 
and  of  this  adminiftration,  that«  however  they  managed 
the  war,  they  gained  by  the  peace ;  all,  and  indeed  more 
than  could  be  expe£led.  By  the  fourth  article  the  French 
king  engages  his  word  and  faith,  not  to  difturb  the  king  of 
Gnat  Britain  in  any  of  his  dominions,  nor  to  aifift  di- 
tt£My  or  indire6lly,  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  faid  king, 
noivto  giveflielter  to  any  rebels  or  confpirators  againft  him. 
By  tn)K  fifth,  the  free  ufe  of  commerce  or  navigation  is  re- 
ilored  ratween  the  fubje6ls  of  both  kings.  By  the  feventb, 
all  places  taken  during  the  war,  either  li  Europe  or  in 
jff/lfrica,  are  reftored.  As  great  care  was  taken  of  our  al- 
lies, every  thing  was  ftipulated  fot*  them  which  with  any 
(hew  of  juftice  they  could  defire ;  fo  that  by  the  conclufion 
•f  this  treaty,  the  general  peace  of  £«r^  was  reftored  >,  and 

we 

y  Hiftoire  de  Louis  XIV,  torn.  v.  Hiftoirc  militaire,  8cc. 
*  Affiongft  other  medals,  ftruck  on  the  occafion  of  this  peace, 
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vre  were  Jeft  at  fuJJ  Jiberty  to  improve  the  advintagrs  af- 
forded thereby,  for  the  reAifying  whatever  was  amiis  in 
our  domeftic  oeconoixiy,  extending  our  commerce,  and 
eafing  our  people.  How  far  thefe  points  were  ftudied,  or 
ncgleiled,  ihall  be  our  buiinefs  to  examine  in  the  next 
chapter. 
Vol.  III.  P 

C  H  A  P. 


there  was  one  very  remarkable.  On  the  face  of  the  medal  was 
reprefented  a  temple,  the  doors  of  which  are  Ihut  by  the  pleni- 
potentiaries. Before  the  temple  there  is  an  altar,  on  which  a 
low  is  offered.  The  legend,  Cttfar  firmahant  fadera  porca^  al- 
luding to  the  cuftom  of  the  Romans,  who,  on  the  conclufion  of 
a  peace,  facrificed  a  fwine.  On  the  door  of  the  temple  (lands, 
JanofacrutHt  i.  e.  facred  to  Janus.  On  the  reverie,  are  thi» 
arms  of  the  feveral  powers  comprehended  in  the  treaty;  and  in 
the  centre,  the  royal  caftle  of  Ryfwick,  with  this  infcription, 
Rjjkvici,  Gulielmi  IM.  Dei  Gratia  Magna  Britannia  Regis  Pa- 
latium,  i.  e.  The  palace  of  WillijRn  III.  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  of  Great  Britain. 
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.The  naval  biftory  of  Great  Britain  continued 
throughout  the  remaining  part  of  the  reign  of  king 
William  III.  with  an  account  of  the  moft  re- 
markable  tranfaSiions  in  relation  to  our  commerce 
and  plantations y  and  the  memoirs  of  fucb  erinent 
feamen  as  flourijhed  within  this  period  of  time. 

H  £  affair  of  the  Eajl- India  company  in  ^£-0/- 
I  land  has  been  mentioned  in  the  former  chap- 
ter ;  but  I  did  not  infift  upon  it  then,  be- 
caufe  it  would  have  interrupted  the  thread  of 
our  hiftory,  and  becaufe  I  apprehended  it 
would  come  in  more  naturally  here.     It  is  certainly,  even 
at  this  didance  of  time,  a  very  delicate  fubjed^,  efpecially 
for  one  who  profefTes  to  follow  truth  at  the  cxpence  of  all 
parties  and  chara^^ers  whatfuever.     But  the  pleafure  which 
refults  from  a£ling  ^airly  in  matters  of  this  nature,  is  a 
fufficient  ccmpcnfation  for  any  rifque  that  a  writer  can  run 
by  his  impartiality  ;  ahd  therefore  I  fliall  lay  the  true  ftate 
of  this  matter  bfsfore  the  reader,  as  it  appears  to  me.   The 
revolution  brought  back  to  Scotland  feveral  worthy  patriot!^ 
whom  the  Jealcufy  of   former   reigns   had  driven  into 
Holland^  Germany^   and  other  countries.     Thefe,   from 
the  time  of  their  return,  thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as 
the  putting  the  trade  of  Scothnd^  which  had  been  hitherto 
in  a  manner  totally  negle<Sled,  on  a  proper  foot.     With 
this^view  they  procured,  in   1693^  an  aS  of  parliament, 
-     '  that 
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that  is,  of  the  parh'ament  of  Scotland,  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  foreign  commerce,  and  in  confcquence  of  that 
law,  procured  another  in  1695,  for  fetling  ur  an  Ea/f^ 
India  company.  When  this  was  done,  it  was  found  re- 
quifite  to  take  in  fubfcriptions ;  and,  as  it  was  not  eafy  to 
And  money  enough  in  Scotland^  for  the  carrying  on  fo  ex- 
penfive  a  defign,  the  company's  agents  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure fubfcriptions  abroad,  particularly  ^X.  London,  Hamburgh^ 
and  Amfterdam,  in  which  they  wece  certainly  fufficiently  fup- 
ported  both  by  the  royal  and  legiflative  authority.  But  as 
the  carrying  this  fcheme  into  execution  gave  great  umbrage 
to  the  Eaft-India  companies  in  England  and  Holland,  they 
took,  as  it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  do,  the  bed  meafures 
they  could  to  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  thefe  applications.  This, 
however,  had  fome  very  untoward  confequences,  fince 
thefe  companies  could  cAed  nothing  but  by  the  irterpoft- 
tion  of  their  refpe^ive  governments;  and  by  this  means 
his  majefty's  name,  as  king  of  England,  and  Stadtholdtr 
of  Holland,  came  to  be  made  ufe  of,  to  thwart  thofe  de« 
figns  which  adlually  had  his  fan<5):ion  ai  king  of  Scotland, 
This,  as  might  have  been  eadly  forefeen,  embarraflcd  king 
Iftlliam  prodigiouily  ;  for  it  forced  him  to  ad  in  a  manner 
little  fuitable  to  his  inclinations,  fince  on  an  application  of 
the  Scots,  be  W3S  obliged  to  promife  that  he  would  not 
countenance  any  fuch  attempts  to  their  prejudice  -,  and  to 
gratify  the  Englijh  and  Dutch,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to 
part  with  two  very  ufeful  and  able  minifters,  the  marquis 
of  Ttueedale  and  fccretary  John/on,  becaufe  the  former  had 
given  the  royal  aflent  to  the  Uw  whicji  eflablifhcd  the 
Scotch  Ea/i'India  company,  in  which,  however,  he  had 
only  followed  his  inftrudtions  j  and  the  latter  for  pro- 
moting that  dcfign,  which,  no  doubt,  he  took  to  be,  what 

P  a  k 


M 


ft!-.! 


':!?:; 


:!i 


m  ■. 


^V 


U  !^''i^ 


228     NAVAL    HISTORY 

it  really  was,  an  z&,  of  duty  to  his  country.  Yet  thefe 
fleps  ferved  only  to  palliate  ^hings  for  the  prefent,  and  in- 
ftead  of  healing  the  breach,  widened  it,  as  will  be  feen 
hereafter  a. 

In  the  enfuing  feflion  of  parliament  in  1698,  the  go> 
vernment  fi^und  itfelf  not  a  litde  embarraiTed  with  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Englijh  Eajl  India  company.  A  fcheine  had 
been  offered  for  ere(Sling  a  new  company,  which  was  to 
advance  two  millions  fur  the  public  fervice  at  eight  fer 
Cent^  and  were  to  carry  on  this  trade  by  a  joint  flock. 
To  make  way  for  this,  it  was  propofed  to  diflblve  the 
old  company,  though  they  had  very  lately  a  new  char- 
ter  granted  them  upon  an  .addrefs  from  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  in  virtue  of  that  charter,  had  encreafed  their 
capital  by  a  fubfcription  of  fo  confiderable  a  fum  as  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  pretence  for  diiTolving  it, 
was  a  claufe  in  that  very  charter,  referving  fuch  a  power 
to  the  crown.  But  as  it  was  not  fo  much  as  afTerted^  that 
fmce  the  granting  this  new  charter,  they  had  done  an^  thfng 
which  ought  to  fubje6l  them  to  a  difTolution,  by  moderate 
and  impartial  people,  who  knew  nothing  of  flock-jobbing, 
this  was  thought  not  a  little  hard.  The  real  caufe  why 
this  ilep  for  erecting  a  new  company  was  taken,  as  bifhjpp 
Burnet^  and  other  intelligent  writers  fairly  own,  was  the 
public's  wanting  and  having  no  way  fo  ready  to  get  money. 
However,  the  difTulving  fcheme,  notwithflanding  it  was 
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aXennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  Li£e  of  king  William,  and 
other  hjftories  of  thofe  times  1  have  been  extreamly  careful 
here,  to  lay  afide  all  forts  of  prejudices,  and  to  prcfent  the  rea- 
der, in  as  few  words  as  poflible,  with  a  genuine  reprefentation 
of  things,  as  they  really  fell  out,  ftript  of  thofe  colourings, 
which  party- writers,  and  partial  hiftorians  have  bellowed  upon 
them. 
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powerfully  fupported,  did  not  take  place ;  the  new  com- 
pany had  large  privileges  given  them,  and  fir  IVilliam  Nor' 
ris  was  fent  by  his  majefty  ambaflador  to  the  great  Moguly 
on  purpofe  to  promote  this  fcheme  j  which,  notwithftand- 
ing,  mifcarried  in  rcfpeft  of  trade :  for  the  old  company, 
being  pofTefTed  of  the  forts  and  factories  in  the  Ea/i-IndieSy 
took  care  to  prepofTefs  that  monarch,  and  indec^d  all  the 
other  princes  in  thofe  parts,  fo  ftrongly  againft  the  new 
company,  that  the  ambafBdor  was  br.t  very  indifferently 
received,  and  the  whole  affair,  inflead  of  improving  our 
comme  ce,  tended  only  tJ  hurt  both  it  and  the  credit  of  the 
nation  in  thofe  parts,  at  the  fame  time  that  (as  I  have  ob- 
ferved j  the  ad  for  eftablifbing  this  new  company,  created 
very  great  diicontenta  at  home  b. 

The  managers  of  the  Eaji- India  company  in  Stotlana,^ 
finding  their  dcfigns  for  carrying  •  on  that  trade  fo  vigo- 
roufly  oppofed,  and  braving,  as  they  conceived,  very  large 
powers  vefled  in  them  by  the  late  a(5t  of  parliament,  re- 
folved  to  turn  their  endeavours  another  way  for  the  pre- 
fent,  and  to  attempt  the  feulement  of  a  colony  in  Americay 
on  the  Iflhmus  of  1/arien.  Every  b)dy  knows,  that  this 
is  a  very  n^  row  tradl  of  country  which  unites  the  two 
great  continents  of  north  and  Couth- Jmorica,  and  that  con- 
fequently  it  muft  be  very  advantageoufly  feated  for  com- 
merce. As  the  inhabitants  had  never  been  conquered  by 
the  Spaniardty  and  as  the  new  colony  fent  thither  actually 

P  3  purchafed 
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*>  Bifhop  Burnet,  in  his  hiftory  of  his  own  times,  has  treated 
this  matter  very  fairly,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  fet  this  mat- 
ter  in  a  true  lignv.  It  is  a  great  misfortune,  that  we  have  not 
any  History  of  public-compaKies,  which  would  be  both  a  ufeful 
and  entertaining  work.  What  I  have  offered  is  very  fuccinft, 
as  the  nature  of  this  hiftory  obliged  me  to  make  it.  To  give  the 
reader  an  accurate  account  of  this  bufinefs,  would  take  up  fome 
Iheets,  and  indeed  the  bufia<5fs  dofervcs  it. 
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purchafed  ..heir  lands  from  the  native  proprietors,  and  fe: 
tied  there  by  confrnt,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Spa' 
niards  had  no  right  to  difpute  this  eflablKhment ;  and  that, 
if  they  did,  the  planters  might  defend  themfelves  without 
involving  the  nation  in  a  war.  The  colony  was  accord- 
ingly fettled  at  a  vaft  cxpence  ;  but  it  was  foon  found,  that 
gteat  miftakes  had  been  made  in  relation  to  the  confequefi'* 
ces  expefled  from  it.  For  the  Spaniards  not  only  conii- 
dered  it  as  an  invafion  on  their  rights,  and  began  to  take 
our  (hips  upon  it ;  but  the  Englijh  alfo  grew  very  uneafy, 
and  made  warm  reprefentations  to  his  majefty  on  this  fab- 
jtd,  which  produced  private  orders  to  the  governors  of 
Jamaica^  and  other  neighbouring  plantations,  not  only  to 
^void  all  commerce  with  the  Scots  at  Darien^  but  even  to 
deny  them  provifions.  As  it  was  forefeen  that  thefe  mea- 
fures  would  naturally  occafion  great  difturbances  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  it  was  found  requifite  to  fend  a  fqua- 
dron  thither  to  prote£l  our  trade,  to  awe  the  Spaniards^ 
and  to  hinder  the  encreafe  of  pirates,  which  had  been  \ety 
great  ever  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  occaiioned 
ciiieAy  by  the  multitude  of  privateers  that  were  then  thrown 
out  of  ehiployment ;  and  having  been  long  ufed  to  live  by 
plunder,  had  not  either  the  will  nor  the  means  to  procure 
a  fubfiftance  for  themfelves  by  any  honefl  employment. 
There  were  alfo  fome  other  reafons  which  made  the  fend- 
ing  fuch  a  naval  force  requifite,  as  will  appear  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  account  of  its  proceedings  c. 

Rear-Ad  MIR  A  L  Benbow  was  made  choice  of  to 

command 

e  Kennct,  Burnet,  State-tra6ls  in  the  time  of  king  William, 
and  particularly  a  little  treatife,  entitled,  An  enquiry  into  the 
caufes  of  the  mifcarriage  of  the  Scots  colony  of  Darien,  8vo'. 
1700,  which  is  not  printed  in  the  folio  colleftion  of  tra^i?  be- 
fore mentioned* 
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eommand  this  fquadron,  which  confided  of  ehree  fourth 
rates,  and  a  fmali  French  prize.  He  failed  from  Port/mouth 
on  the  twenty-ninth  oi  November ^  i6g8,  and  arrived  at 
^arbadoti  the  twenty- feventh  o.f  February  fcliowing.  He 
executed  there,  and  at  the  Leeward-IJlandfy  what  he  was 
direded  by  his  inftruftions  to  do  ;  and  being  infornied,  that 
tht  Spaniards  at  Carthagena  had  feized  two  of  our  (hips, 
with  an  inUnt  to  employ  them  in  an  expedition  they  were 
then  meditating  againft  the  Scots  at  Oarien^  he,  like  a 
brave  and  public-fpirited  commander,  as  he  really  was, 
refolved  to  prevent  it,  and  reftore  thefe  (hips  to  their  right 
owners.  With  this  view  he  (  ood  over  to  the  Spanijh  coafl*, 
and  coming  before  Boca  Chita  caftle,  he  fent  bis  men  on 
(hore  for  wood  and  water,  which  though  he  asked  with 
great  civility  of  the  Spani/h  gover'nor,  he  wou-l  J  fcarce  per- 
mit him  10  take  K  'I'his  highly  nettled  the  admiral,  who 
thereupon  fent  his  own  lieutenant  to  the  governor,  with  i 
mefTage,  importing,  that  he  not  only  wanted  thefe  necef- 
farie9,  but  that  he  came  Ukewife  for  two  Rnglijh  (hipa 
that  lay  in  the  hat'bour,  and  had  been  detained  there  fome 
time,  which,  if  not  fent  to  him  immediately,  he  would 
come  and  take  by  force.  The  governor  anfwered  him  in 
very  refpeftful  terms,  that  if  he  would  leave  hl«  prefent  fta,- 
tion,  in  which  he  feemed  to  block  up  their  port,  the  (hips 
(hould  be  fent  out  to  him.     With  this  requeft  the  admiral^ 

P  4  ,  without 


4  London  Gazette,  No.  3450.  Moll  people  thought  this 
fquadron  too  fmall,  too  weakly  nxanned,  and  fent  too  late  in  th^ 
year ;  and  many  refleftions  to  this  parpofe  were  thrown  out  in 
pamphleti  to  difturb  the  ininds  of  the  people,  and  alienate  the 
'^eftions  of  the  feamen.  But  rear-admiral  Bcnbow's  ccdudl 
was  fo  irreproachable,  and,  though  he  was  a  down-right  Tailor, 
his  manner  of  adling  was  fo  engaging,  that  he  not  only  per- 
formed more  than  was  expefled,  but  returned  with  ample  com- 
tnendations  from  all  our  colonies. 
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without  the  lead  hefitation,  complied  ;  but  finding  the  go- 
vernor trifled  with  him,  and  that  his  men  were  in  danger 
of  falling  into  the  rountry-diftemper,  which  doubtlefs  the 
Spanijh  governor  tbrefaw,  Yit  fent  him  anoiiher  meflage, 
that  if  in  twenty-four  hours  the  fbips  were  not  fent  him, 
he  would  come  and  fetch  them  ;  and  that,  if  he  kept  them 
longer  then  that  time,  he  would  have  an  opportunity  ol 
feeing  what  refpe^  an  Engljjh  offi<;cr  had  to  his  word.  The 
Spaniard,  however,  did  not  think  ^d  to  rr.akc  the  experi- 
ment,, but  fent  out  the  fhips  within  the  time  j  with  which 
the  admiral  returned  to  Jamaica^  where  he  was  received 
with  much  kindnefs  and  refpcft  *.  ^ 

Th  e  r  e  he  received  an  account,  that  the  Spaniards  at 
Porto-Btllo  had  fcized  feveral  of  our  (hips  employed  in  the 
ilave-trade,  on  the  old  •  pretence,  that  the  feltlement  at 
Darien  was  a  breacn  of  the  peace.  At  the  defire  of  the 
parties  concerned  the  admiral  failed  thither  alfo,  and  de- 
manded thefe  fliips ;  but  received  a  furly  anfwer  from  the 
admiral  of  the  Barlovento  fleet,  who  hapoened  to  be  then 
at  Porto-Bello.  Rear-admiral  Benbow  expoftulated  with 
him  on  this  head,  infiiling,  that,  as  the  fubjedls  of  the 
crown  of  England  had  never  injured  thofe  of  his  Catholick 
majefty,  he  ought  not  to  make  prize  of  their  (hips  for  in- 
juries done  by  another  nation.  The  Spaniard  replied 
(hrewdly,  that,  fmce  both  the  crowns  were  placed  on  the 
fame  head,  it  was  no  wonder  he  miftook  the  fubjeds  of 
one  crown  for  the  other.  After  many  altercations,  how- 
ever, and  when  the  Spaniards  faw  that  the  colony  at  Da- 
rien received  no  afliflance  from  Jamaica^  the  Oiips  were 
with  much  to  do  reftored.  The  admiral,  in  the  mean 
time,  failed  in  queil  of  one  Kiddy  a  pirate,  who  had  done 

a  great 


f  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  577, 
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a  great  deal  of  mifchief  in  the  Eaji  and  IVt/ilnd'us^  and 
of  whom  we  (hall  have  hereafter  occafion  to  fpeak  more 
largely.  On  his  return  to  Jamaica,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year,  he  received  a  fupply  of  provifions  from 
England^  and  foon  after  orders  to  return  home  i  which  he 
did  with  fix  men  of  war,  taking  New- England  in  his  way^. 
While  rear-admiral  Benbow  was  thus  employed,  vice- 
admiral  Aylmer  was  fent  with  a  flrong  fquadron  into  the 
Mtdittrraman^  in  order  to  confirm  our  treaties  with  the 
governments  of  Algiers^  TuniSf  and  Tripoli,  which  he  per- 
formed very  efFc£lually }  for,  being  a  man  of  a  generous 
temper,  he  executed  all  things  with  fuch  magnificence,  and 
treated  the  deputies  fent  on  board  him  in  a  manner  fo  well 
fuited  to  their  tempers,  that  they  were  eafily  drawn  to  do 
thofe  things  for  him,  which  an  officer  of  another  difpofi- 
tion  would  never  have  obtained  g.  It  was  intended  too 
that  he  fliould  have  fecured  the  galleons,  in  cafe  the  French. 
attempted  to  feize  them  on  the  death  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
which  was  daily  apprehended;  but  for  this  he  certaitily 
came  too  late,  and  though  nobody  pretended  to  fix  any 
imputaHon  nn  his  chara^er  in  this  refped,  yet  there  was 
great  blame  laid  on  the  board  of  Jdmiralty,  for  not  fitting 
out  this  fleet  fooner.  This,  among  many  other  things, 
made  up  part  of  the  charge  brought  againfl  the  manage- 
ment of  the  navy  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  their  ad>- 

drefs 


^fBurchet,   Kennet,  Life  of  king  William,  Prefent  ftate  of 
Europe,  5rc.  r  London  Gazette,  No.  3427.     This  fleet 

failed  from  Portfmouth,  Sept.  13,  1698.  But  Mr.  Burchet's  ac-, 
count  is  fo  indiftinft,  that  Mr.  Lediard,  '\n,  tranfcribing  it,  thought 
this  fleet  was  fitted  out  in  1700,  and  under  that  year,  has  placed 
it  in  his  naval  hiftory,  p.  779.  I  am  the  more  furprized  at  this, 
becaufp  he  takes  notice  of  the  commoni  addrefs  in  1699,  which 
aftually  took  rife  from  an  inquiry  into  the  late  fitting  out  of 
this  fquadron.  ^  . 
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drefs  to  the  king,  prcfcnted  in  the  month  of  April,  1699  \ 
wherein,  after  taking  notice  of  the  late  fending  of  this  fleet, 
they  add,  *'  That  the  vi£^ualling  any  of  his  majefty's 
*'  (hips  by  others  than  by  the  viftuailers  appointed  for  that 
^  fervice,  or  their  agents,  was  contrary  to  the  courfe  of 
^*  the  navy,  and  might  be  of  ill  confequence.  That  many, 
■*  and  new  unnecefTary  charges  had,  in  an  extraordinary 
*<  manner,  been  introduced  into  the  navy,  which  was  a 
**  great  mifmanagement.  That  the  dedudions  of  poun* 
*<  dage,  taken  by  the  pay-mafters  Of  the  navy,  for  flop- 
*<  cloths,  dead -men's  wages,  tobacco,  cheft  at  Chathtim, 
^  chaplain,  and  furgeon,  was  without  warrant,  and  ought 
**  to  be  accounted  for.  That  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the 
**  fervice  of  the  navy,  for  the  (ame  perfoi;!  to  be  one  df  the 
*^  commifHoners  for  exscuting  the  office  of  lord  high  admi- 
*'  ral  and  treafurer  of  the  navy  at  the  fame  time.  And 
*(  that  the  pailing  of  any  account  of  monies  ImpreiTed  for 
*'  the  contingent  ufes  of  the  navy,  without  regular  vouch- 
*'  ers,  or  fuch  other  proofs  as  the  nature  of  the  fervice  would 
<'  admit,  either  with  or  without  a  fign  manual,  was  con- 
*'  trary  to  the  rules  and  methods  of  the  navy,  and  of  dan- 
*^  gerous  confequence.  All  which  they  begged  leave  to 
*'  lay  before  his  majefly,  defiring  that  he  would  be  graci- 
«^  oufly  pleafed  to  take  efFeflual  care,  that  the  mifmanage- 
«  ments  herein  complained  of,  might  be  prevented  for 
**  the  future."  The  king  gave  a  foft  anfwer,  which  yet 
was  fatisfadlory  enough  to  this  charge.  It  ran  in  thefe 
words :  ''  Gentlemen,  I  will  coniider  of  your  addrefs.  It 
^<  is  my  defire,  that  all  forts  of  mifroanagements  and  irre- 
<*  gularities  ftiould  be  prevented  or  redrefTed.  You  may  be 
.«  afiured  that  I  will  Cake  the  beft  care  I  can  ia  relation  to 

«'  the 
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*''  the  navy,  the  right  management  whereof  ia  of  great '« 
«  concern  to  the  kingdom  \"  4 

The  earl  of  Orfird^  who  was  at  this  time  at  the  head 
of  the  navf,  and  who,  as  all  our  writers  agree,  governed^" 
pretty  abfoiutely,  on  a  fiMspofitiun,  that  bringing  over  to 
the  court  a  body  of  men,  w>o  had  been  formerly  looked 
upon  as  ftubborn  malcontents,  would  juftify  ev^ry  meafure 
thatbe  (hould  think  necelTary  for  fo  falutary  a  purpofe,  faw 
at  what  the  commons  were  driving,  and  therefore  very? 
prudently  refolved  to  abate  the  edge  of  their  refentment,  by^ 
laying  down  his  employments  ,  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  thereupon  a  new  commiilion  of  Admiralty  pafTed,  in 
which  the  eari  of  Bridgewaterj  the  loird  Haverjbam^   fir 
Robert  Rich,  fir  George  RooAe,  and  fir  David  Mitchel,  Were 
conftituted  commiflioners.     And  thus  things  were  twifted 
about,  rather  as  the  intereft  and  influences  of  par  ties  re- if'^ 
quired,  than  as  was  fitteft  for  the  public  fervice,  which,! 
though  fflWay?  pretended  in  fpeechcs  and  addrefles,  yet  thiti 
was  fo  vifibly  a  cloak  for  the  pernicious  defigns  of  party, ' 
that  we  may  fafcly  afiert,  private  inter^  was  never  more , 
confidered  than  at  this  time,  when  nothing  was  fo  mucbl 
talked  of  as  public  fpirit «,  may  we  live  to  fee  things  cop.-*# 
duded  with  more  fincerity !  4 

We  are  now  come  to  a  neceflary  pait  of  this  hiftory, ' 
which  will  appear  one  of  the  flrongeft  inftances  of  the 

truth 


h  Chandler's  debates,  vol.  iii.  p.  102.  »The  earl  of 

Orford  was  afterwards  impeached,  as  we  fhall  have  occafion 
to  Ihew :  but  there  was  never  any  proof  offered  on  that  im-t^ 
peachment ;  and  to  be  fure  his  lordHiip's  fauhs  were  in  his  mi-- 
niflerial  charadler,  and  not  as  a  commander.    He  was  very  fin*;^ 
cere  and  ferviceable  to  his  party,  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty 
board  ;  but  at  fea  he  forgot  all  diftin^Uons,  and  had  regard  to 
nothing  but  merit. 
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truth  of  the  foregoing  obfervation ;  I  mean  the  afFair 
of  Kiddy  the  pirate,  which  by  an  unaccountable  ftrain 
of  party-refentment,  makes  a  confiderable  figure  in  our 
general  hiflories,  and  belongs,  in  a  particular  manner,  to 
this ;  for  which  reaPjn  I  (hall  treat  it  circumftantially,  and 
tx?Ct\y  agreeable  to  truth.  There  had  been,  for  many 
years,  loud  and  very  juft  complaints  of  piracies  in  the  fpyi^ 
Indies,  which,  for  the  fake  of  the  profit  made  by  purcha- 
fing  their  ill-gotten  goods,  had  met  with  too  much  encou- 
ragement from  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  of  our  plantations. 
This  induced  king  Pfilliamy  in  the  year  1695,  to  declare 
the  earl  of  Bellamonty  a  nobleman  of  Ireland^  and  a  per- 
fon  of  very  great  worth  and  honour,  governor  of  A/>«/- 
Kr^andof  New-England^  believing  him  to  be  a  proper 
perfon  to  reftrain  fuch  mifchiefs,  and  in  time  to  put  an  end 
to  the  complaints  made  about  them.  After  he  was  raifed 
to  this  fiation,  and  before  het  fet  out  for  his  government, 
he  began  to  enquire,  as  to  the  moft  proper  methods,  for 
extinguishing  thefe  abufes,  and  reprefented  it  to  one  colo- 
nel Levingjimy  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  property  in 
New-Yorky  as  a  thing  which  nearly  concerned  the  honour  of 
that  plantation.  This  induced  the  colonel  to  mention  to  his 
lordfliip,  one  captain  William  Kiddy  who  was  lately  arrived  " 
from  New-Tor ky  in  a  floop  of  his  own,  as  a  brave  bold 
fellow,  who  knew  moft  of  th6  pirates  haunts,  and  might 
therefore  be  employed  againft  them  with  great  probability 
offuccefs.  The  earl  readily  approved  the  fcheme,  and 
knowing  how  much  the  king  had  the  bufinefs  at  heart, 
mentioned  it  to  his  majefty,  who  applauded  the  defign,  and 
recommended  it  to  the  board  of  Adniraliy^  But  the  pub- 
lic afEtirs  being  then  in  a  perplexed  fituation,  and  great 
difficulties  found  in  manning  the  fleet,  the  board,  though 

they 
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they  AgniHed  their  approbation  of  the  thing,  thought  Ht  to 
lij  it  afide  K 

CoLou  EL  Livsfig/fon  having  exa£l  information  of  all 
that  had  palTed,  applied  himfelf  a  fecond  time  to  the  earl 
of  Bellamont^  and  offered  an  amendment  to  his  fir  ft  pro- 
je£l.  He  obferved,  that  this  was  a  thing  which  would  admit 
of  no  delay  ;  and,  fmce  the  public  could  not  immediately 
bear  the  expence,  or  confequently  undertake  (he  intended 
expedition,  it  might  not  be  amifs  if  fome  few  perfons  of 
diftin6lion  (hould  venture  on  carrying  it  into  execution  at 
their  own  expence.  This  too  ^/as  attended  with  much 
difficulty  ;  but  at  laft  it  was  agreed,  that  the  lord  chan- 
cellor, (then  lord  Semen)  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury ,  the  carl 
of  Romneyy  the  earl  of  Orford^  and  fome  other  perfons,  to- 
gether with  colonel  Levingfion  and  Kidd^  who  were  to  have 
betv^een  them  a  fifth  of  the  whole  undertaking,  (hould 
raife  fix  thoufand  pounds  for  the  expence  of  the  voyage  I. 
The  king  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  thing,  and  thought 
it  of  fo  great  confequence,  as  well  as  of  fo  much  benefit,  to 
the  public,  that  he  likewife  promifed  to  contribute,  and 
therefore  a  tenth  part  of  the  goods  taken  from  pirates  was 
referved  to  his  majefty,  in  the  grant  made  of  the  reft  to 

the 
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"^  fiiihop  Burnet,  and  Mr.  Oldmixon,  have  both  infixed  pretty 
largely  on  this  matter.  As  to  the  former,  he  did  not  certainly 
underiland  it,  for  he  aflually  took  the  grant  of  pirates  goods 
to  be  illegal  and  unjuftifiable,  and  feems  to  intimate  forae  haili-  ' 
nefs  oiT  imprudence  in  this  bufinefs ;  whereas  nothing  can  be 
clearer  than  that  public  fpirit  was  the  fole  motive  to  this  defisn, 
ai^d  that  Kidd's  owners  became  fo,  becaufe  he  could  not  be  fit- 
ted out  otherwife,  As  to  the  latter,  thou^^h  very  prolix,  yet 
his  account  wants  in  a  great  meafure  the  light  of  evidence, 
which  arifes  very  fully  from  an  impartial  Hating  of  the  matters 
of  fad,  and  therefore  I  have  dwelt  fo  long  upon  it.  i  See  aa 
iinpartial  accouot  of  the  affair  of  captain  iCidd,  410.      '  "  ^"  "*^ 
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the  perfoni  engaged  in  fitting  out  KiJJ,    But»  when  the 

bufinefs  was  brought  to  bear,  the  king  could  not  advance 

the  money  conveniently,  and  fo  the  perfoni  above-men- 

1  tioned  were  obliged  to  be  at  the  whole  expence.    Captain 

Kitlft  had  a  commiifion  in  the  common  form,  to  take  and 

feize  pirates,  and  bring  them  to  juftice,  without  any  fpe- 

cial  claufi;  or  provifo,  whatever.     He  knew  none  of  the  ad- 

'  venturers  but  the  lord  Bellamonty  who  introduced  him  to 

^  the  earl  of  Orfordy  and  another  perfon  carried  him  to  the 

'  earl  of  Romnty.     As  for  the  icft,  he  never  faw  them )  and 

fo  little  was  there  of  fecrecy  or  management  in  this  bufi* 

nefs,  that  he  had  no  inftrudtions,  either  public  or  private ; 

only  the  earl  of  Bellamont  gave  him  failing  orders,  in  which 

he  was  dire£led  to  a6t  according  to  the  letter  ofhiscom- 

miffion  m. 

Thus  furnifhed,  captain  fftlliam  Kidd  failed  in  the 

jfdventun-giUcy^  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1695,  for 

New-Torky  and  in  his  way  took  a  French  prize.     From 

thence  he  failed  to  MadeirOy  thence  to  Bonavijia  and  St. 

JagOy   from  whence   he  proceeded  t'o  Madagafcar^  and 

from  thence  he  cruized  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red  Sea ; 

but  efFcAing  nothing,  he  failed  to  Calicuty  and  took  a  (hip 

of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons ;  the  matter,  and  three  or 

four  of  the  crew,  were  jDu/r^m^n,  the  reft  Moors:  This 

(hip  he  carried  to  Madagafcar ;  from  thence  he  failed 

again,  and  about  five  weeks  after  took  the  ^edah-Mer- 

chanty  of  four  hundred  tons :  the  mafter  was  one  Wright^ 

an  Englijhman,    She  had  on  board  two  Dutch  mates,  and 

a  Frmch  gunner;  the  crew  were  Moort^    in  all  about 

ninety 

"^  This  plainly  ihews,  there  was  nothing  fecret  or  myfterious 
in  this  expedition ;  but  that  he  was  fent  on  the  deiign  expreflfed 
in  tUe  king's  commii&on,  and  on  that  only. 
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ninety  perfona  •.    The  (hip  he  carries  to  St.  Adary\  near 
MQiagafcar<i  and  there  he  flured  the  goods  with  his  crew, 
taking  forty  ihara  to  his  own  ufe.     Here  ninety  o(  his 
crew,  who  were  a  hundred  and  fifty-one  in  all,  left  him, 
and  went  on  board  the  Mocha- Mtr chanty  an  Eaft-hdla 
company  (hip,  which  had  turned  pirate  \  and  there  was 
every  grain  as  much  reafon  to  charge  that  company  with 
the  piracies  the  Mocha- Merchant* i  crew  committed,  at 
there  was  to  charge  Kidd^^  adventures  with  hii.     He  and 
his  men  burnt  his  own  (hip  the  Adventun-yWcy  at  St, 
Mary\  and  they  all  went  on  board  the  ^edah-Mtrchant^ 
and  failed  for  thtJVift- Indus.     Being  denied  fuccour  at 
An^uilla  and  Sr.  Thomas\  he  failed  to  Mma^  lying  be- 
tween Porto-Rico  and  Hifpaniola,  and  there,  by  the  means 
of  one  Boiton,  got   fome  provifions  from  Curacoas,     He 
bought  a  (loop  of  Bolton^  in  which  he  loaded  part  of  hii 
goods,  and  left  the  ^tudah-Mer chanty  with  the  reft  of  the 
goods,  in  truft  with  Bolton^  and   feventeen  or  eighteen, 
men  in  her,     In  this  (loop  he  ouchv«:il  at  feveral  places,  an4 
difpofed  of  a  great  part  of  his  goods,  and  at  laft  came  to 
Bolion  in  New-England^  where  the  earl  of  Bellamont  feized 
him,  and  what  goods  he  had  left }  for  this  fellow  either  ^ 
had^  or  pretended  to  have,  a  notion,  that  the  ^edab-Mer" 
ihant  being  manned  by  Moors,  was  a  lawful  prize,  though 
tberf.  was  no  proof  that  the  commander  of  her,  and  hia 
crew,  had  committed  any  piracies  en  the  Englijh,  or  any 
other  European,  Or  indeed  Indian  nation.     As  foon  as  this 
was  done,  his  lordihip  fcnt  advice  of  his  taking  Kidd,  to 
England,  and  deilred  that  a  (hip  might  be  fent  to  bring  him 
home.     This  was  accordingly  complied   with ;    but  the 

Rjoche/ier^ 

°  This  is  taken  from  his  trial,  and  other  authentic  accounts^ 
of  him.  ^ 
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Rochtfttr^  which  was  the  (hip  employed  in  thia  fervice,  be. 
ing  diGibled,  was  forced  to  return,  whjch  heightened  the 
clamour  that  had  been  already  raifed  about  this  tranfa^ion, 
and  which  was  outrageous  in  the  very  fame  proportion  ic 
was  groundlefs  o. 

'    The  fource  of  this  clamour  was  undoubtedly  a  private 
pique  to  particular  perlbns ;  which  induced  fome  warm 
mtn  to  put  a  quef(ion  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  Thflt  tht 
Utters  patent  granted    .  the  earl  of  Bellamont,  and  others^ 
$/ pirates  goods^  were  difijonourabU  to  the  k'lngy  agatnfl  the 
law  of  nations^  contrary  to  the  laws  andjiatutes  of  this  realtn^ 
an  invajion  of  property ^  and  deJiruSiive  to  commerce.     This 
was  carried  in  the  negative ;  but  it  did  not  hinder  thofe 
who  fupportcd  the  queftion,  from  charging  lord  Semers 
and  the  earl  of  Orfird  with  countenancing  pirates  }  and, 
to  give  fbmc  colour  to  this  groundlefs  and  luoft  improbable 
charge,  as  foon  aa  it  was  known  that  the  Rochejier  was  re^ 
turned,  it  was  fuggefted,  that  the  fending  that  (hip  was 
mere  colluilon  ;  that  the  earl  of  Bellamont  was  as  deep  in 
this  affair  as  the  reit,  and  upon  this  a  motion  was  made, 
and  carried  in  the  houib  of  commons,  for  an  addrafs  to  his 
majefty,  that  Kidd  might  not  be  tried  till  the  next  fe/Hon 
of  parliament,  and  that  the  earl  af  Beiiamott  might  be  di« 
rented  to  fend  home  all  examinations,  and  other  papers  re- 
lating to  this  buAncfs  j  which  the  king  promifed  very 
readily  p. 

This  affair  muft  naturally  gi^fe  hi  majefty,  and  in- 
deed  the  whole  world,  a  ftrange  opinion  of  the  patriotifm 
of  thofe  times.    He  knew  the  whole  matter  better  than 

any 

"  TIm;  noife  made  about  this  fellow,  diiturbed  the  govern^ 
mcnt  fo  much,  that  it  was  one  reaibn  for  fending  rear-admiral 
Benbow  to  the  Well-Indies.  l»  Kcnnct,  Burnet,  fiurchct, 

Oldmixon,  Life  of  king  William,  &c. 
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any  body,  and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  with  great  truth  and 
juilice,  that  if  he  might  be  admitted  as  a  witncfs,  he  could . 
vindicate,  from  his  own  knowledge,  the  noble  perfons  now 
attacked,  in  all  they  had  done.  He  muO,  therefore,  be 
thoroughly  perfuaded  that  this  was  a  very  unjuft  and  ini« 
quitous  profcCuttoni  in  relation  to  which  he  had  reafon  to 
think  himfelf  happy>  that  he  was  not  able  to  perform  his 
promife  of  contributing  towards  this  defigni  fince  that 
might  have  given  a  handle  to  forne  warm  member  for  call- 
ing  him  piraU,  as  Mr.  Howi  adually  called  him  zplon, 
for  making  the  treaty  of  partition,  to  which  we  (hall  ipee* 
dily  come. 

But  how  clear  foevcr  the  king,  and  other  im^artiil 
judges,  might  be,  this  fpirit  was  flili  fo  prevalent  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  even  after  making  fonie  enquiries 
into  this  fa£^,  and  having  not  only  his  examination,  but 
Kidd  himfelf  in  their  power,  whom  they  ordered  to  b€ 
brought  to  their  bar>  and  queftione*!  him  there  (very  litttd 
to  their  credit,  or  to  the  purpofe)  yet  when  they  after- 
wards found  an  opportunity  ((  attacking  the  earl  of  Orferd 
and  lord  Somtrs  by  impeachments,  they  did  not  fail  tO 
throw  in  their  encouragement  of  Kidd  as  part  of  th6 
charges.  In  the  articles  againft  the  earl  of  Orford^  thry 
make  the  fifth  and  fxt^,  which  for  the  fatiifadtjon  of  the 
Vol.  III.  Q^  icadet 
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'  It  ^M  pretended  that  Kidd  would  make  difcoVeries  and 
upon  this  he  was  fcnt  for  to  the  bar  of  the  houie  of  commons, 
where  he  behaved  vcrv  meanly  ;  and  fir  Edward  Seymour,  who 
fent  for  him,  faid,  the  fellow  was  not  more  a  knave  than  a 
fool.  But  the  true  intent  of  bringing  him  ihiihcr,  wa<,  to  ftc 
up  another  difcovcry,  viz.  That  before  he  reiurnc.1  to  New- 
gate, he  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  earl  ol  Halifax,  and  confer- 
red there  with  the  lords  who  wcru  faid  to  be  concerned  wlh 
him  J  but  of  this,  the  proof  was  as  weak  us  Uk-  llory  incrcdiUw. 
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reader  I  (hall  infert,  to  (hew  with  how  great  folemnity  the 
moft  trifling  afFair  may  be  made  to  appear. 
**  V.  And  whereas  complaints  were  made  to  the  com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral 
of  England  J  where  the  faid  earl  at  that  time  prefided, 
by  the  company  trading  to  \h,t  Eafi'InditSy  of  divers 
*'  piracies  committed  in  the  South-Seas^  to  the  de(lrudion 
**  of  their  trade  1  defiringthey  might  have  letters  of  marque 
granted  to  them,  whereby  to  be  empowered,  though  at 
their  own  charge,  to  fupprefs  fuch  piracies :  but  the  faid 
'<  earl  preferring  his  own  intereft,  difcouraged  and  n^£l- 
ed  their  requeft  and  propofal,  -  nd  in  fome  (hort  time 
after,  jointly  with  others,  did  procure  a  commiffion  for 
one  William  Kidd  \  as  like  wife  a  grant  under  the  great- 
'<'  feal  of  England ,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  him  the  faid  eari 
*'  and  others,  of  the  (hips  and  goods  of  certain  perfons 
^'  tiierein  named,  and  alfo  of  all  the  goods  found  on  board 
'*  the  faid  (hips.  And  the  faid  company  having  intimii- 
<^  tion  of  a  commiiliun  granted  to  the  faid  Kiddy  being  ap- 
**  prehenfive  of  the  ill  confequences  of  the  fame,  did  ap* 
**  ply  themfelves  to  the  faid  board  oi  Admiralty ^  defiring 
<*  to  know  what  powers  and  inftruAions  were  given :  but 
<<  fuch  their  reafonable  requeft  was  denied,  and  Kidd^  who 
<*  was  known  to  be  a  perfon  of  ill  fame  and  reputation, 
*<  ordered  to  purfue  the  intended  voyage,  in  which  he  did 
*<  commit  divers  piracies  and  depredations  on  the  high 
*<  feas,  being  thereto  encouraged  through  the  hopes  of  be- 
*<  ing  protedled  by  the  high  ftacion  and  intereft  of  the  faid 
"  earl,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  inter- 
<*  ruption  and  difcouragementof  the  trade  in  Er^land." 

<«  VI,  That  the  faid  earl,  within jthe  time  aforefaid, 
<*  when  an  horrid  confpiracy  was  difcovered  againft'  his 

"  majcfty's 
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*<  majeft^*s  f^cred  perfoiij  and  the  kingdom  was  under  an 
*<  apprehenfion  of^n  immediate  invafion  from  France^  and 
*^  divers  fhips  of  war,  particularly  the  (hip  Dutchefs^  were 
*V  armed  out,  and  equipped  and  manned  in  defence  of  the 
**  realm,  to  oppofe  the  intended  invafion,  did  his  utmoft 
endeavour  to  prejudice  his  office^  being  the  firft  com« 
miifioner  far  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
<*  England^  without  the  privity  of  the  other  commiffioners^ 
contrary  to  his  oath  and  duty,  and  preferring  his  hopes 
of  gain  to  himfelf,  to  the  fafety  of  the  public,  did  order 
captain  Steward^  commander  of  the  fhip  DuUhefs^  to 
deliver  over,  and  put  on  board,  the  faid  Kidd^  mention* 
ed  in  the  foregoing  article,  out  of  the  faid  fliip  the 
<'  Dutchefs,  a  great  number  of  able  feamen,  levied  and 
provided  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  and  then  difcharg- 
ing  their  duty  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  againft 
"  their  own  confent,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  feai« 
«  curity,  and  to  the  endangering  the  faid  (hip  the  Dutchejs^ 
<'  if  it  had  been  attacked  by  the  enemy '." 

The  earl  of  Orford'^  anfwer  will  fufficiently  declare, 
hoyf  little  foundation  there  was  in  f&St  for  what  the  com* 
mons  advanced  }  and  therefore  I  (hall  give  what  he  offers, 
as  to  thefe  two  articles,  in  his  own  words.  *'  As  to  the 
fifth  article,  fays  his  lordJIAp,  the  Eaji- India  company, 
about  the  beginning  oi  March,  1696,  did  apply  to  the 
"  Admiralty  board,  of  which  the  faid  earl  was  one,  to 
empower  their  (hips  and  officers  to  fcize  and  take  all  pi* 
*'  rates  infeiling  the  feas,  within  the  limits  of  their  char- 
ter ;  and  likewife  to  ereft  a  court  of  Admiralty  in  thofe 
parts,  to  try^nd  condemn  fuch  pirates  as  they  fhould 

CL  2  take. 

»l     I  ■    I  ■!  I       ■!  I .-.■■II  I  I  II        —^i— — i^ 

t  See  the  articles  of  impeachment  againfl  Edward  earl  of  Or^ 
ford,  printed  by  order  of  the  houfe  ot  commons  in  1 70). 
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"  take.  Upon  which  application,  the  board  o^  Admi' 
'*  rfl//y  did  lake  advice,  and  were  informed,  they  had  no 
'*  authority  to  grant  the  fame,  and  denies  he,  the  laid 
"  carl,  ever  difcouraged  or  rcjedled  the  <Joirpany*s  requeft 
*'  therein,  unlcfs  it  were  by  telling  them,  that  the  Adm't- 
**  ratty y  by  law,  could  not  grant  (he  fame  ;  and  denies  that 
*'  the  company  was  ever  denied  letters  of  marque  in  com  • 
•'  mon  form,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  faid  ea*'  And 
•'  faith,  as  to  the  matter  of  Kiddy  in  this  article  men  ioned, 
*'  he  was  gone  upon  his  expedition  about  twelve  months 
*'  before  that  time;  and  as  to  his  commiflion,  and  the  grant 
*'  in  the  faid  article  mentioned,  the  faid  earl  humbly 
*'  conceives,  and  is  advifed,  the  fame  were  not  contrary 
"  to  law;  but  fure  he  is,  the  faid  expeaition  was  intended 
**  for  the  public  good  and  fervice  ;  and  faith,  the  faid  Kidd 
**  had  no  powers  or  inftru£lions  from  the  board  of  Admi' 
**  ra'jyy  other  than  the  ordinary  and  common  letters  of 
•  **  mar:]ue,  the  contents  whereof  are  common  and  well 
''  known  to  merchants;  and  the  faid  earl  doth  deny  that 
he  knew  the  faid  Kidd  to  be  of  ill  fame  and  reputation. 
But  in  cafe  the  faid  Kidd  had  committed  any  piracies, 
he,  the  faid  Kidd,  is  anfwerable,  and  ought  to  anfwer 
*'  for  the  fame,  he  never  being  ordered  by  the  faid  earl  fo 
•'  to  do,  nor  had  he  ever  any  the  Icaft  encouragement 
given  him  by  the  faid  earl,  or  any  other,  to  his  know- 
ledge, to  expcd  or  hope  for  any  proieftion  therein,  or 
in  any  illegal  a£lion  done  cr  committed  by  him «." 
Bu  T  his  lord/.hip's  anfwer  to  the  latter  article  is  fiill 

•         ftronger. 

» See  thefe  anfwers  in  the  fame  coUedlion.  They  are  very 
indifferently  abridged  by  Bioft  of  our  hiftorians ;  as  in  truth 
tliey  muft  be,  fince  by  abridging  them,  fomc  fa^s  mull  nccef- 
farily  be  left  out. 
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firongcr.-  In  that  he  fay§»  "  He  believes  it  to  be  true, 
«(  that  there  was  a  horrid  and  barbarous  plot  and  confpi* 
««  racy  againft  his  majefty's  facred  perfon,  and  that  there 
<'  was  an  apprelienfion  of  an  immediate  invafion.  But 
*<  the  faid  earl  hopes,  no  neglect  of  duty  in  his  flation  can 
*<  be  imputed  to  him  to  prevent  the  £ame.  And  as  foe 
*(  the  (hip  DuUhefs^  which  was  amongft  many  others 
«  armed  and  equipped  in  defence  of  the  realm,  the  faid  earl' 
<(  faith,  that  the  men  in  the  faid  article  mentioned  to  be 
"  taken  from  on  board  her,  were  but  fome  of  the  very 
"  perfons  that  were  juft  beforts  taken  from  on  board  cap- 
"  tain  Kidd^  and  returned  by  their  own  tonfent  on  board 
<<  captain  JC/V/<e/  again,  not  being  above  twenty  in  num« 
"  ber ;  and  faith,  all  fears  of  the  invafion  were  then  oi^fcr, 
**  and  at  an  end  j  and  denies  that  the  fame  was  intended 
"  to  weaken^  or  did  weaken,  the  faid  (hip,  or  the  navy 
*<  royal  \  or  that  the  faid  feamen,  fo  returning  on  board 
*'  the  faid  Kiddy  were  levied  or  provided  at  the  iexpence 
*<  of  the  public,  or  did  return  or  were  put  on  board  the 
<'  faid  Kiddy  againft  their  own  confent,  or  to  the  prejudice 
*<  of  the  public  fecurity,  or  that  the  (hip  Dutchtfi  was 
*'  thereby  endangered,  if  (he  had  been  attacked,  as  in  the 
"  faid  article  is  alledged." 

These  articles  were  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, on  the  eighth  of  May^  1 701,  the  very  day  that  Kid^ 
was  brought  upon  his  trial  for  piracy  at  the  Old-Bailyy 
where  he  was  coilvi£led,  with  many  of  his  companions, 
and  foon  after  executed ;  but  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon,  as  weak  and  as  bad  a  man  as  he  was,  to  charge  any 
«f  the  noble  perfons,  who  were  his  owners,  with  having 
any  thing  to  do '  with  his  proceedings.  Yet  even  after  his 
death,  the  commons,  in  an  impeachment  by  them  prefer- 
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red  againft  John  lord  Somers^  charge  him  as  lord-keeper  of 
the  great  ^l  of  England^  in  coniun£lion  with  the  earl  of 
Qrfiirdj  firft  commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty^  and  Richard 
earl  of  Sillamonty  governor  of  Ntw-Tori  and  of  New- Eng- 
land^ and  others  then  in  gre^t  flatioqs  and  in  high  power  and 
authority,  for  fealing  a  commiffion  to  one  Wtlliam  Kidd,  a 
perfon  of  evil  fame  and  reputation,  fince  convided  of  pi- 
racy, afid  with  procuring  a  grant  of  pirated  goods  to  be 
Ukep  by  the  faid  HMliam  Kiddy  under  colour  of  the  faid 
commi^on,  in  truft  for  himfelf  and  other  perfons,  with 
abundance  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  intended  purely  to 
hurt  that  lord^  cbarader,  and  render  it  impoffible  for  his 
majefiy  to  employ  him  longer  in  his  fervic^ ;  though  his 
lordihip,  confcious  of  his  own  innocence,  took  every  mea> 
fure  poffible,  to  have  this  matter  brought  to  a  fair,  open, 
and  rpeedy  trial  <.     But  while  things  were  thus  carried  on 

'  at  home,  the  nation  fufFered  exceedingly  mr  want  of  due 
care  being  taken  to  put  an  end  to  thofc  depredations  com- 
mitted by  pirates  abroad,  and  therefore  feveral  experienced 

>  officers  were  fent  to  Madaga/car^  where  they  had  made  a 
\ery  ilrong  fettlement,  in  order  to  root  out  and  deOroy 
them  }  but  with  fo  little  fuccefs,  that  the  government  be- 
gan at  lafl;  to  defpair  of  efFeding  any  thing  in  thir  way,  till 
Mr.  fecretary  Burchet  devifed  a  proje6t,  which  ani'wered  the 
fnd  very  fpeedily.  This  was  fending  a  proclamation  by 
captain  James  Littleton^  who  was  afterwards  a  flag-officer, 
j^nd  commiffioner  of  the  navy,  promifing  pardon  to  all  the 
pirates  who  furrendered,  and  a  reward  in  cafe  they  would 
fecure  and  deliver  up  any  of  their  commanders.    This  foon 

brought 

*  This  aftair  went  off  by  the  lords  appointing  a  day  for  the 
trial  of  the  peers,  and  the  commons  refufing  to  be  prefent  at 
that  trial,  or  to  make  any  proofs.- 
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brought  in  many  of  the  private  men,  and  made  the  reft, 
efpecially  their  chiefs^  To  jealous  of  each  other,  that  they 
could  not  hold  together,  or  venture  upon  any  new  enter- 
prizp.  So  that  captain  LUtUtm  liaving  brought  ofF  fome, 
and  feparated  the  reft,  sety  foon  d^'^oycd  fuch  as  were 
nioft  refra^ory,  and  re-eftabli(hed  that  free  navigation 
which  had  been  To  long  interrupted  in  thofe  parts ".  I 
know  that  this  will  Teem  to  fome  a  very  trivial  affair  to  be 
fo  long  iniifted  on  j  but  sis  it  (hews  the  fpirit  of  thofe  times, 
and  accounts  for  a  very  famous  profecution,  1  hope  the 
majority  of  thoie  who  purfue  this  work,  will  not  think  it 
impertinent,  efpecially  as  it  has  fome  connedlion  through- 
out with  the  fubje£i  of  this  book. 

3uT  we  now  return  to  m^itters  of  a  more  public  con* 
cern.  A  var  had  arifen  between  the  kings  of  Dtnmark 
and  SwidiH^  which  greatly  aiFe^d  the  peace  of  the  north  j 
a  thing  that  can  never  happen  without  interefting  the  ma- 
ritime powers.  It  will  be  necelTary  to  fay  fomething  as  to 
the  grounds  of  ihis  war,  bccaufe  the  part  we  took  in  it  was 
very  much  to  the  honour  of  the  Englijh  nation,  and  ought 
to  eftabliih  it  as  a  maxim,  that  whenever  it  is  really  necef- 
fary  to  affift  our  allies,  we  ought  to  do  it  vigoroufly,  and 
at  once ;  which  is  the  way  not  only  to  ferve  them,  but  to 
iave  a  very  confiderable  expence  to  us.  There  was,  to- 
wards the  clofc  of  the  year  1699,  ^  private  treaty  made  by 
fevcral  princes  for  attacking  the  king  of  Sweden^  afterwards 
the  famous  Charles  the  twelfth,  but  then  a  perfed'l  lad,  and 
even  for  difmembering  the  Swedijh  monarchy.  Accord* 
ing  to  this  fcheme,  the  king  of  Denmark  was  to  invade 
Holjiein^  the  eleflor  of  Brandenburg  was  to  fail  into  the 
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Swcnl/h  Pomerartia,  the  king  of  Poland  was  to  attack  Liw* 
nia,  and  in  cafe  the  dukes  of  Zil/  and  Hanover  moved  to 
the  afllftance  of  the  Swedes^  the  Landgrave  of  Htljfc^  and 
the  duke  ol  H'olfenbuttel,  were  to  fall  upon  thenu  This 
ivas  an  alliance  founded  entirely  upon  intereft,  for  the 
Swedes  had  done  nothing  to  deferve  this  treatment,  and 
therefore  upon  the  flcft  breaking  out  of  this  confederacy, 
his  Swedijh  majefty  addrefled  himfelf  to  king  William  and 
the  States  G/'ieral^  as  guarantees  of  the  treaties  made  for  fe> 
curing  the  tranquility  of  the  north,  by  preferving  there  a 
proper  balance  of  power.  At  firft  it  was  thought  requifite 
tointerpofe  only  our  good  offices.  But  when  the  king  of 
Denmark  over-tan  Hoj/feitty  and  the  king  of  Poland  firft 
attempted  to  furprizc  and  then  befieged  Riga  in  Livonia^  it 
became  neceiTary  to  take  other  meafures,  efpecially  when 
it  was  known  that  the  C:^r  was  inclined  to  enter  into  the 
confederacy,  the  point  in  debate  with  his  majefty  was, 
whether  he  fhould  do  what  was  neceflary,  and  what  he 
was  obliged  to  by  treaties,  without  confulting  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  or  whether  he  fhould  lay  the  whole  matter  be- 
fore  the  parliament,  and  leave  the  decifion  of  it  to  them. 
Some  of  the  miniftry  were  for  taking  the  latter  method, 
but  the  king  was  for  the  former,  and  with  good  reafon ; 
he  faid,  the  executive  part  of  the  government  was  in  him, 
and  therefore  he  would  do  what  was  fit  for  him  to  do,  and 
acquaint  the  parliament  with  it  at  their  next  meeting  >v. 

His 


'^  The  re.idcv  may  confult  our  general  hiflories,  and  particu* 
larly  the  memoirs  of  bifhop  Burnet  on  this  fubjeft,  which  he 
|ias  treated  fully  and  freely.  The  truth  is,  the  fcheme,  how- 
cycr  fair  in  appearance,  was  like  to  be  attended  with  fuch  con- 
iVquences,  that  baron  PlefTe,  who  was  a  very  honett  man,  and 
b^d  ferved  his  Danifli  majefty  long  as  prime  miniiler,  could  np^ 
digofl  it,  but  refigned  his  employments. 
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His  majefty,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year,  1700,  fenC  over 
a  ftrong  fquadron  into  Holland^  under  the  command  of  fir 
Gtorgt  Raoki^  who,  in  the  latter  end  of  May^  was  joined 
by  a  Dutch  fquadron,   and  having  the  command  of  the 
whole  fleet,  he  failed  for  the  Sounds  where  he  arrived  about 
the  middle  of  June, »  There  he  found  the  Danijh  fleet, 
confiding  of  twenty-eight  fail  of  line  of  battle  ihips,  rang- 
ed athwart  the  narrow  paflage,  under  the  guns  of  their 
caftle  of  Crmenburgy  oppofite  to  Htljingberg ;  and  here  be 
received  afiurance  from  count  WutchtmeiJIer^  admiral-ge- 
neral of  Sweden^  that  he  would  take  the  very  firft  opportu* 
nity  of  joining  him  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command. 
Not  long  after  a  (ignal  was  made,  as  had  been  agreed  from 
Heljingbergy  thit  the  Dgnijh  fleet  were  under  fail ;  where- 
upon our  admiral  weighed  anchor,  and  advanced  into  the 
Sounds  to  prevent  any  mifchief  which  might  otherwife  hap- 
pen to  the  Swedes*    But  the  Danijh  fliips  anchored  again 
on  this  fide  of  the  grounds,  not  only  to  guard  the  paflage, 
but  xQ  prevent  our  joining  with  the  tswedijh  fquadron, 
which  were  now  come  down  to  the  fouth  fide  of  that  chan- 
nel.   In  thispofture  the  fleets  lay  for  fome  lime,  fir  Ge§rgt 
Roeke  elcped^ing  that  the  Swedes  would,  according  to  what 
had  been  promifed,  have  pufhed  through ;  which  in  all 
probability  they  might  have  done  in  lefs  than  two  hours, 
for  it  had  blown  frefli  at  S.  S.  E.     But  the  opportunity  be- 
ing loft,  he  got  under  fail,  and  came  nearer  to  the  ifland  of 
Huen,  Mean  while  the  Danes  plyed  towards  him  in  a  line 
of  battle,  but  anchored  about  noon  near  three  leagues  off  in- 
the  mouth  of  the  channel  leading  up  to  Copenhagen^  and 
the  Swedes  were  much  about  the  fame  diftance  on  the  othiT 
fide  of  the  grounds.     The   Danes  then  endeavoured  to 
yipiufe  ^he  admiral  with  an  account  of  a  treaty,  in  hopes 
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thtt,  while  it  was  negotiated,  hr:  would  fufpend  hoftilitics  ; 
but  he  purfued  the  fpirit  of  his  inftrudions,  which  required 
bim  to  promote  not  a  negotiation,  but  a  Mace,  and  there« 
fore  being  informed  that  the  Swtdijh  fleei|t  had  pafled  the 
channel  of  flinttrtna  on  the  third  of  Ju^,  he  failed  the 
next  day,  and  anchoring  off  Land/crow,  the  Swidi/b  fleet 
joined  him  on  the  fixth  ;  upon  which  the  Danes  retired 
into  their  harbour,  where  they  were  very  well  fecured  ; 
and  though  the  united  fleets  pretended  to  bombard  them  in 
the  port  of  Coptnbagitij  yet  either  they  could  not,  or  would 
not,  do  them  much  mifchief «. 

Thb  confederate  fleet  confided  of  fifty-two  (hipa  of  the 
-  line ;  but  as  To  great  a  ftrength  waa  not  necefl!ary  to  keep 
in  the  Dones^  part  was  detached  for  other  purpoib,  fo^ 
there  were  Cent  to  Gottenburgh  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  rate  of 
the  Englijhj  and  three  fliips  of  the  States-Gittiraif  to  cover 
the  forces  which  the  king  oi  Sweden  intended  to  tranfport 
to  Tomtngen^  on  the  river  of  Eyder^  and  three  Englt/b^  with 
fix  Swedi/hy  together  with  three  Dutch  fliips,  were  ordered 
into  the  fouth  channel  going  into  Copenhagen^  with  the 
bomb-veflels,  from  whence  they  bombarded  the  Damjb 
fleet  fome  hours,  but  not  with  much  greater  fiiccefs  than 
before ;  nor  did  thofe  on  our  fide  receive  any  damage  from 
their  (hell),  or  the  (hot  from  the  town,  the  fliips  and  the 
puntoons.    Preparations  were  now  making  for  a  vigorous 
defcent  in  Roge  bay,  and  betwer    Copenhagen  and  Elfmore 
at  the  fame  time ;  but  the  winds  being  contrary,  thofe 
troops  which  embarked  at  Vdftedt  being  chiefly  horfe,  could 
not  get  over  to  the  bay  before-mentioned,  as  was  intended, 
id  that  they  were  put  on  fliore,  and  ordered-  to  Landfcroon 

and 
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and  Htlfenhourg^  to  be  tranfported  from  thence  ;  and  the 
latter  end  of  July  the  king  of  Swiden  landed  with  about 
five  thoufand  foot  near  four  miles  on  this  fide  El/htor^^ 
without  any  gieat  lofs,  although  the  Danes  had  bro'ight 
down  aJ)ody  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  three  or  four  field- 
pieces  to  oppofe  them.  This  quick  motion  was  intended 
to  accelerate  the  negotiations  that  were  then  carrying  on« 
and  it  had  the  defired  cfFied ;  for  the  Dants^  exceffivdy 
alarmed  at  fo  unexpe^d  a  proceeding,  fent  orden  to  their 
plenipotentiaries  at  Travendalif  to  fign  the  preliminaries 
on  the  terms  propofed  by  the  mediators ;  and  this  being 
fignified  to  fir  George  Rooked  he  refufed  to  let  the  combined 
fleet  cover  any  longer  the  defcent  of  the  Swedes^  there  be- 
ing  enough  already  done  to  fecure  a  peace,  which  was  fign^ 
ed  on  the  eighteenth  of  Augujly  1700,  which  left  the  king 
o(  Sweden  at  liberty  to  a6l  againfl  the  Czar  and  the  king 
of  Polandy  who  had  both  invaded  his  dominions  in  this 
critical  jundure  y. 

This  whole  tranfa^lion  was  extreamly  honourable, 
and  at  the  fame  time  very  advantageous  to  the  maritime 
powers  who  cannot,  as  I  obferved,  be  at  any  time,  con- 
fiftent  with  their  interefls,  tame  fpe^tators  of  a  war  in  the 
north.  If  they  had  not  aflifted  the  Swedes^  who  were 
then  the  weakeil,  the  Danes  would  have  drawn  the  nego- 
tiation into  a  great  length,  while  their  allies  were  diflref- 
fing  the  king  of  Sweden  in  different  parts  of  his  dominions  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  combined  fleets  had  aded 
as  vigoroufly  as  the  king  of  Sweden  would  hare  had  them, 
the  iflandof  ZfA7nJmuft.have  been  reduced,  and  perhaps 
ihz  z\iy  oi  Copenhagen  taken,  which  would  have  inclined 
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the  ballance  too  much  the  other  way.  This  was  the  trim 
reafon  that  the  bombardment  had  To  little  eflFe£^,  and  fir 
Georgi  Rookt  did  not  atFe&  to  corceal  it :  for  when  king; 
Charles  complained  to  him,  that  the  Engli/h  bombs  flew 
over,  and  the  Dutch  fell  (hort  of  the  Danijh  fleet,  and  that 
l«e  wondered  the  maritime  powers  fent  fo  great  a  flrength 
to  do  nothing ;  admiral  Rooke  anfwered  him  very  calmly, 
5/V,  I  was  fent  hither  to  ferve  your  majejlyy  but  not  to  ruin 
the  king  0/"  Denmark.  H^y  then^  replied  the  king,  fmiling, 
you  have  certainly  executed  your  commijfton,  and  have  made 
fucb  a  iJUar  as  will  make  a  peace.  When  the  bufinefs  was 
done,  the  combined  fleets  returned,  and  the  States-General 
were  fo  fenfible  of  the  prudent  management  of  the  Englijft 
admiral,  that  they  thanked  his  majefty  for  having  entruft- 
ed  him  with  the  commiifion.  \  cannot  help  obferving 
upon  this  occafion,  that  when  fir  George  Rooke  was  fo  un- 
lucky as  to  labour  under  the  difpleafure  of  a  powerful  party 
in  England^  he  was  known  and  acknowledged  in  Holland 
to  be  the  beft  oflicer,  and  the  greatei^  Teamen  of  the  age. 
This,  perhaps,  was  the  reafon,  that  notwithflanding  the 
difference  of  parties,  king  Pf^tlliam  always  preferved  a  good 
opinion  of  this  gentleman,  and  employed  him  as  long  as  he 
lived  in  the  moft  important  commands. 

In  Scotland  things  ran  very  high  on  the  old  fubjed  of 
complaint,  viz.  the  ruin  of  the  Darien  colony.  Things 
were  printed  on  both  fides  on  purpofe  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  many  thought  that  it  would  at  lafi  have 
created  a  breach  between  the  two  nations.  The  coldneis 
of  the  king's  temper  prevented  this  j  he  could  neither  be 
heated  by  the  EngUJh  reprefentations,  or  blown  into  a  paf- 
fion  by  the  hafty  refolutions  of  the  Scotch  parliament ;  and 
his  moderation  towards  each  of  them,  if  it  did  not  bring 
I  them 
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them  both  to  a  gsod  temper,  which  was  indeed  never  cf- 
(c^ed  in  his  reign,  yet  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  keep 
the  wifeft  people  in  England  and  in  Scotland^  firm  to  his 
government,  while  in  the  mean  time  many  unforcfccn  ac- 
cidents brought  about  the  ruin  of  the  Scotch  company  ;  fb 
that  the  ends  of  their  Englljh  adverfaries  were  anfwered, 
without  their  having  recourfc  to  any  harfh  means  j  for 
after  captain  Drummond  ran  away  with  the  Riftng  Sun^  and 
engaged  in  fome  exploits  which  had  too  much  the  air  of 
piracy,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  reftore  the  affairs  of 
the  company,  though  the  matter  hung  in  fufpenfe,  and  the 
fire  of  diifention  lay  raked  up  under  the  embers  as  long  as 
king  William  lived,  and  had  like  to  have  blazed  out  in  the 
reign  of  his  fucceffor  j  as  will  be  hereafter  ihewn  in  its  pro* 
per  place  «.  '    • 

We  arc  now  to  return  to  affairs  nearer  home.  The 
death  of  the  king  of  Spain  changed  all  the  affairs  of  Europe^ 
and  forced  us,  who  had  fo  lately  made  a  very  neccflary 
peace,  upon  a  new,  expcnfive,  and  dangerous  war,  con- 
trary to  the  genius  at  leaft,  if  not,  as  the  patriots  of  thofe 
times  alTcrted,  to  the  iniereft  of  the  nation  ».     It  is  certain 

that 

.  *Kennet,  Burnet,  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  &c.  •  In  order 

to  be  fenfible  of  this,  we  need  only  caft  our  eyes  on  the  follow- 
lowing  pafiage  of  my  lord  Somers's  letter  to  king  William, 
dated, from  'I'unbridgc -wells,  Auguft  28,  1698,  in  anfwcr  to 
one  written  by  tbe  king  in  relation  to  the  firft  trea'y  of  partition. 
"  The  fecond  thing  confidered,  was,  the  very  ill  profpeft  of 
"  what  was  like  to  happen  upon  the  death  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
"  in  cafe  nothing  was  done  previoufly,  in  providing  againft  that 
*'  accident,  which  feemed  probably  to  be  very  near  :  the  king 
**  of  France  having  fo  great  a  force  in  luch  a  readinefs,  that 
"  he  was  in  a  condition  to  take  porteffion  of  Spain,  before  any 
"  other  prince  could  be  able  to  make  a  ftand.  Your  majefty  as 
**  the  beft  judge  whether  this  be  the  cafe,  who  are  fo  perfetlly 
"  informed  of  the  circumftances  of  parts  abroad.  ♦♦  But 
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thit  the  9^ing  did  til  he  could  to  aToid  it ;  and  that  this 
wai  the  great,  if  not  the  fole  foundation  of  the  two  famous 
ptrtition-treaties,  which  were  To  mu^h  exclaimed  againft 
by  thofe  whofe  fteady  oppontion  to  a  war,  had  firft  brought 
the  king  and  his  miniftry  to  think  of  them.  It  has  been 
much  difputedy  whether  the  Fnnch  king,  or  the  confede- 
rates, meant  lead  to  keep  thefe  treaties  when  they  were 
made  $  but  it  fo  falling  out,  that  the  Fnnch  king  had  a 
fairer  opportunity  of  breaking  the  laft,  than  the  confederate 
princes,  this  furnkhed  them  with  an  opportunity  of  charg- 
ing him  with  breach  of  faith,  and  forging  the  king  of 
Spain's  will ;  which,  however,  were  things  believed  by 
fuch  only  as  knew  little  of  the  matter,  fince  there  never 
was  a  ftate-refolution  taken  with  better  advice,  and  more 
deliberation,  than  that  of  king  Charles  the  fecond's,  call- 
ing the  duke  of  Jnjou,  afterwards  king  Phiiip  V.  to  the 
fucceflion.  It  has  been  alfo  faid,  that  the  proclaiming  the 
prince  of  fTaUs  on  the  death  of  king  James  II.  by  the 
French  king,  was  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  war ;  and  who- 
ever  looks  upon  the  public  adts  of  thofe  times,  I  mean  de- 
clarations^ addrefles,  votes,  ^c,  will  think  the  h&.  certain. 
Yet  I  am  pretty  confident  it  was  quite  other  wife,  fmce 
king  iVtHiam  Hgned  the  grand  alliance  at  the  Hague,  a 
week  before  king  James  died.  But  this  pretence  of  the 
French  king's  breach  of  treaty  and  of  his  word,  was  very 

plaufiblr, 


'*  But  fo  far  as  relates  to  England,  it  would  be  want  of  duty, 
not  to  give  your  majefty  this  clear  accoant.     That  there  is 

"  a  deadnefs  and  want  of  fpirit  in  the  nation  univerfally,  fo  as 
not  at  all  to  be  difpofed  to  the  thought  of  entering  into  a  new 
war :  that  they  feemed  to  be  tirecl  cut  with  laxes  to  a  degree 
beyond  what  was  difcerned,  till  it  appeared  upon  the  occa* 

**  iion  of  the  late  elections      This  is  '^bf.  truth  of  the  fad  upon 

**  which  vour  majefty  will  dctermin'';  v^hat  relolutions  are  pro- 

*•  per  to  be  {akcn.'; 
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plaufible,  mid  therefore  it  was  very  prudent  to  lay  To  great 
ftreii  upon  it,  becaufe  it  (erved  to  raife  the  refentments  of 
the  nation,  and  to  excite  that  fpirit  that  was  wanting,  and 
which  much  better  motives  never  would  haveraifed  >>. 

I  wou  LD  by  no  means  be  underftood  to  cenfure  this  war 
as  unreafonable  or  unjuft  }  in  doing  this!  ihould  qutt  my 
cbara£ler  as  an  hiftor  ian,  and  at  the  fame  time  write  con- 
trary to  my  opinion.  All  I  aim  at  is  to  d  iftinguilh  grounds 
from  pretences,  and  to  juftify  king  ff^tUiam's  meafures  in 
this  refped  from  their  true  motives,  rather  than  from  thofe 
which  were  ufed  only  to  colour  them,  in  compliance  with 
the  nation's  temper  at  that  time.  The  king,  who  was  a 
very  wife  man,  and  a  very  great  politician,  faw  plainly, 
that  the  Spanijh  fucceflion,  if  it  fell  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  the  houfe  of  Bourbm^  would  leave  it  abfulutely  in  the 

power 

*•  The  citation  in  the  laft  note,  fufficiently  flicws  the  king*8 
feniiments,  and  thofe  of  his  minifter  upon  this  fubjedj  and 
therefore*  as- 1  write  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  when  truth 
mufl  be  ferviceable,  and  can  do  no  hurt,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  fpeak  plainly,  otherwife  I  (hould  not  have  exercifed  it. 
As  to  the  addreifes  from  all  parts  of  £hgland  (in  which  the 
.  French  king's  character  is  very  roughly  treated  on  account  of 
his  proclaiming  a  perfon  whom  fome  call  prince  of  Wales,  and 
others  an  impoiler)  I  can  only  fay,  that  it  was  politically  right 
at  that  time  to  encourage  it.  fiut  as  to  the  perfidioulnefs  of 
the  French  king,  it  is  not  fo  clear  in  this  cafe,  becaufe  he  kticvv 
at  the  time,  king  William  had  negotiated  a  new  grand  alli- 
ance, and  confequently  flood  to  him  in  the  light  of  his  capital 
enemy.  '1  he  excufe  indeed  he  made  for  proclaiming  the  fon 
of  king  James  was  trifling,  and  difingenuous.  He  faiu  ic  vrk% 
no  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Ryfwiclc,  becaufe  he  gave  him  the 
titlconly  of  king  of  England,  5:c.  but  did  not  affilthim  to  re< 
cover  them.  On  the  other  hand  king  William  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  new  king  of  Spain,  to  felicitate  him  on  hi»  acceilion, 
though  be  never  intended  to  own  him.  Thcfe  are  a^^s  ol  po- 
licy, not  of  perfidy. 
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power  of  that  houfe  to  give  law  to  the  reft  cf  Europe,  anc) 
to  deftroy  that  independency  fo  neCefTary  to  Gnat  BriidiH 
and  Hollandy  which  yet  refults  from  the  ballanee  that  had 
hitherto  been  kept  between  that  family  and  the  houfe  of 
Auftria^  He  faw  too  that  the  fenfe  which  6tber  [k>wer8 
had  of  their  particular  grievances^  and  imtnediate  danger 
from  the  power  of  the  Frtnch  king,  afforded  the  means  of 
combining  Aich  a  force,  as  might  be  able  to  bring  that  mo< 
narch  to  reafon,  and  to  confent  to  fuch  an  eftablifliment  as 
would  leave  things  in  their  former  ftate,  and  fecure  the  fe-<> 
vera^l  potenta  tes  of  Eurupe  in  the  poffenion  of  their  juft 
rights.  This  induced  him  to  engage  reciprocally  papifts 
and  proteftants,  to  fupport  each  others  pretenfions  j  for  by 
the  grand  alliance  Gr^iif  ^r//diVf  and  the  Statu  undertook 
to  procure  fatisfadion  to  the  pope ;  as  on  the  other  hand 
the  emperor,  and  other  catholic  princes,  ftipulated  to  fup^ 
port  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
maritime  powers  in  refpe^t  to  their  commerce*  This  it 
was  that  made  the  whole  a  common  caufe  ;  and  though 
tbefe  articles/expofed  the  alliance  to  very  popular  objecti- 
ons amongft  party-men  at  home  and  abroad,  yet  to  perfons 
of  judgment  and  fagacity,  of  clear  heads  and  candid  hearts, 
nothing  could  recommend  it  more.  In  all  confederacies  the 
good  ot  the  whole  muft  be  regarded,  and  to  this  the  parti^ 
cular  views  of,  all  the  feparate  princes  and  powers  who  com^* 
pofe  it,  muft  give  way  \  and  therefore  )Sy  confidering 
things  in  this  light,  the  general  alliance  formed  againft 
France  in  170 1,, was  right  and  weH  founded,  all  the  cavils 
raifed  againft  it  from  the  party  fpirit  that  prevailed  here, 
were  equally  frivolous  and  unjuft  c.  When 

cThis  is  the  fubllance  of  all  the  ftate-trads  that  were  writ- 
ten in  thoic  times,  and  which  ferv.ed,  as  they  generally  do, 

only 
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When  the  rcfolution  was  onco  formed  to  have  rccourfe 
again  to  arms,  in  order  to  piefei ve  the  balance  of  power^ 
the  hrft  care  was  Uken  of  the  Aeet,  which  his  majefty  re. 
folved  (hould  be  much  fuperior  t6  that  of  the  enemy  ;  hi' 
majefty  being  extreamly  fenfible  ojf  the  ill  conJTequences  that 
followed  the  want  of  this  falutary  precautioh  at  the  begin^ 
iiing  of  the  la{^  war.  Preparatory  to  this  was  the  n6w  com- 
kniffion  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1701,  ^t 
the  head  oF  which  was  placed  the  earl  of  Pemhrokey  a  man 
tiniverfally  beloved  and  efteemed.  The  command  of  the 
fieet  was  very  judicioufly  beftowed  upon  fir  George  Rooh^ 
who  on  the  fecond  of  July  went  on  board  the  Triumph  in 
the  Dcwnsy  where  he  hoifted  the  Hag.  He  foon  after  fail- 
ed to  Spitheadt  where  he  was  fpeedily  joined  by  the  reft  of 
the  fleet,  confifting  of  forty-eight  (hips  of  the  line,  befidcf 
frigates,  fire-fhips,  and  fmall  vefTels.  He  had  under  hitii 
fome  of  the  greateft  feamen  of  the  age^  viz.  Sir  Cloudef- 
ley  S hovel f  fir  Thomas  Hop/on^  John  Benbow^  efq;  and  fit 
John  Munderiy  he  was  not  long  after  reinforced  by  fifteen 
Dutch  men  of  war  of  the  line^  befides  frigates  and  fmall 
VefJTels,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- admiral  JUimonde^ 
vice-admiral  Fandergoes,  and  rear-admiral  Waejfenaar.  The 
whole  fleet  was  obliged  to  wait  at  St.  Helenas  until  the 
taiddle  of  Jugufi  for  want  of  provifions ;  and  when  he  put 
to  fea,  the  wind  blew  in  a  few  hours  fo  high,  that  he  was 
conftrained  to  put  into  Torbay.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  he  failed  again  ;  and  on  the  fecond  of  September 
he  detached  vice-admiral  Benbow  with  a  ftout  fquadron  for 
the  JVeJi'Indies ;  and  as  this  was  the  principal  bufmefs  of 

Vol.  III.  R  the 
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Only  to  puzzle  and  confound  people  ;  whereci  we,  being  how 
out  of  the  reach  of  their  influence,  fee   things  as  they  were, 
and  are  able  to  crow'd  the  fubftancc  of  many  pamphlets  into  a 
J>aragvaph, 
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the  fleet,  and  indeed  a  thing  in  itfelfof  the  higheft  import* 
ance,  the  admiral  detached  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  Engl\Jh 
{hips  under  the  commvad  of  fir  John  Munden^  and  ten  fail 
of  Dutch  men  of  wa'/,  befides  frigates,  under  rear-admiral 
Waejfenariy  to  fee  the  Weft  India  fquadron  *vell  into  the  fea. 
The  French  expected  thaf  this  fleet  would  have  a£lually 
proceeded  to  the  Mediterranean ;  and  it  was  to  confirm 
them  in  this  belief,  we  had  demanded  the  free  ufe  of  the 
Spanijh  harbours :  but  this  was  only  to  conceal  things, 
and  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  fending  a  fquadron  early  to 
th&  Pfyi'lndiesy  without  putting  it  in  the  power  of  (he 
/'f/nri^togalnany  exa£t  account  of  its  flrength  :  the  ad- 
miral, after  performing  this,  cruiased  according  to  his  in- 
ftrudions  for  feme  time,  and  thea  returned  with  the  hrgefl 
(hips  into  the  Downs  J. 
After  this  fleet  was  fent  to  fee,  his  majefty  thought 

proper  to  revoke  his  letters  patent  to  the  commiflioners  of 

the  Admiralty,  and  to  appoint  the  right  honourable  Thomas 

earl  of  Pembroke  and   Montgomery,  lord  high  admiral  of 

England  and  Ireland^  and  of  the  foreign  plantations.     The 

defign  of  this  promotion  was,  to  be  rid  of  the  difadvantages 

attending  a  board  :  and  this  end  it  anfwered  pcrfedly  welli 

for  his  lordfhip  immediately  fent  away  capi;ain  Edmund 
Loadis  to  Cadizy  to  bring  home  the  fea  ftores,  and  the 

mer- 


*  Kennet,  Burchct,  Burnet,  ice.  thefe  people  feem  to  find 
fault  with  fir  George  Rooke,  on  account  of  his  doing  Ji.tle 
while  he  was  at  fea  with  fo  great  a  fleet.  But  th-  r«crit  of 
this  admiral  was,  that  he  always  knew,  and  did  what  was  to 
be  done.  This  was  a  fleet  of  amufement,  the  war  was  not  de- 
clared, and  therefore,  the  longei  fir  George  could  keep  the 
French  and  their  aljics  m  fufpfjACc,  the  greater  fervicc  he  did| 
though,  without  this  key,  hafty  people  might  mifiake  the  thing 
and  bekeve  fa«  did  no  fervitc  at  all 
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Merchants  effe£b,  before  the  war  broke  out  i  as  alfo  two 
hulks  that  had  been  left  in  that  harbour  from  the  time  of 
the  laft  war,  for  the  greater  conveniency  of  careening  our 
{hips  which  remained  in  that  port.    This  the  captain  with 
his  fmall  fquadron,  confifting  but  of  three  frigates,  e(Fe6iu- 
ally  perforthed.     His  lordfliip  alfo  took  the  like  care  of  our 
trade  in  all  other  parts;  and  by  his  extraordin.'^ry  pru. 
dence,  remarkable  patience,  and  being  very  eafy  of  accefs, 
gave  much  more  fatisfa£lion  to  merchants  and  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  fleet,  than  any  of  the  boards  of  Admiralty^ 
fince  they  were  firft  introduced,  had  ever  done.     Indeed 
^is  lordfliip*s  merit  and  fuccefs  in  this  arduous  employ- 
ment, was  fo  confpicuous  and  fo  univerfally  acknowledged, 
that  it  is  not  eafy  to  underhand  upon  what  principles   the. 
management  of  the  fleet  was  changed  ii   :he  enfuing  year, 
except  that  it  might  be  thought  neceflary  to  raife  prince 
Georgi  o(  Dtmnark  to  that  dignity  that  he  might  appear  to 
havt  a  principal  concern  in  advifing  and  managing  af&irs  | 
whichj  however,  was  in  this  refped  but  very  little  to  his 
royal  highnefs's  advantage,  as  will  be  (hewn  in  our  account 
tf  tranfad^ions  under  the  next  reign  *. 

The  war  was  now  the  great  objc<St  of  our  councils,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  France,  though  hitherto  it  was  not  de-» 

R  2  clared, 

e  This  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  king  William's  juftice  and  good 
fenfe.  Many  of  tne  enemies  ot  that  prince  have  remarked, 
that  he  introduced  here  the  Dutch  cullom  of  boards,  by  put- 
ting all  great  offices  into  commiffion  j  but  hitherto,  no  body 
has  remarked,  that  when  he  refolvcd  to  enter  into  a  fecond 
general  war,  he  very  prudently  and  honeftly  altered  this  me- 
thod in  the  navy,  by  appointing  a  lord  high  admiral :  which 
ihews,  that  he  was  more  intent  on  the  nation's  being  well  ferv- 
ed  at  fea,  than  on  his  minifters  bemg  well  fupported  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  - 
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clared,  and  negotiations  ftill  were  carried  c.n  in  Holland 

a3  if  both  parties  had  inclined  to  an  amicable  determination 

of  their  differences  ;  which  was,  however,  the  intention  of 

neither.  The  expe(9tation  of  a  rupture  made  our  fea^officers 

exceedingly  alert,  and  put  them  upon  (hewing  their  mettle 

fornetimes  a  little  too  much.     For  inftance,  the  marquifs 

of  Caermarihen^s   yatcht   fired  upon  a  French  (hip  in  the 

hzrhour  oi  Rotterdam y  to  oblige  her  to  ftrike,  which  (he 

did  immediately.     The  commander  of  the  yatcht  not  fatis- 

fied  with  this,  fent  for  the  mailer  of  the  French  veflel  on 

board,  and  obliged   him   to  pay  twelve  livres  for  the  (hot. 

This  was  complained  of  by  count  D*Jvaux,  the  French  mi- 

riifter,  in  very  high  terms ;  and   it  is  very  probable,  that 

the  (tates  would  have  exprefled  their  diflike  of  it  at  aiio- 

ther  fi^afon,  but  things  were  then  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that 

it  was  not  thought  proper  to  animadvert  on  thefe  accidents, 

whatever  might  have  been    thought   of  them  at  another 

time.     The  States  indeed  were  obliged  to  unite  themfelves 

clofer  than  ever  to  Great  Britain,  fince  their  fafety,  as  well 

as  ours,  depended  on  the  force  of  this  alliance,  as  that  did 

on  our  union  f. 

Ik 


f  This  fteadinefs  of  the  ftates  was  chiefly  owing  to  their 
confidence  in  king  William  j  which,  without  queftion,  induced 
them  to  enter  into  tii's  long  and  dangerous  war,  though  they 
were  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the  former.  His  majefty,  no 
doubt,  preiTed  them  to  it,  becauf«  he  thought  it  their  intereft, 
as  it  really  was,  and  ours  too.  Yet,  fuch  has  been  the  violence 
of  parties,  that  the  Tories  here  have  charged  king  William 
with  making  us  principals  in  this  war,  to  ferve  the  Dutch,  while 
the  patriots  in  HoUana,  have  loaded  his  memory  with  the  im- 
putation of  facrificing  the  intereft  of  the  republic  to  thofe  of 
his  three  kingdoms.  It  is  hard  to  fay,  which  is  moll  wonder- 
ful, the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  the  king,  or  the  ingratitude 
of  (Ife  people  in  both  countries. 
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In  the  midft  of  thefe  preparations,  however,  care  was 
taken  of  a  point  which  nearly  concerned  trade,  and  that 
wa»^e  uniting  the  two  Eafl -India  compajiies;  which  was 
done  under  an  adl  of  arbitration,  wherein  lord  Godolphin 
and  mr.  Harley,  afterwards  earl  of  Oxford,  were  for  the 
old  company,  and  lord  Halifax  for  the  new.  By  this  in- 
firument  it  was  agreed,  that  the  old  company's  (lock  in 
the  funds,  fhould  be  transferred  to  the  new,  and  that  the 
old  company  Hiould  purchafe  of  the  new  as  much  of  their 
ftock  as,  with  that  which  was  transferred  by  the  old,  fhould 
make  up  a  moiety  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  united  compa- 
nies. The  old  company  were  likewife  to  give  an  equivalent 
for  the  new  company's  dead  flock.  During  feven  years,  each 
company  was  to  have  an  equal  power  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  fund  and  trade :  and  to  that  end  twelve  perfons  were 
to  be  yearly  appointed  by  the  general  courts  'of  each  com- 
pany refpe£Uvely,  who  were  to  be  ftiled.  Managers  of  thi 
united  trade  to  India  ;  and  after  thefe  feven  years  were  ex- 
pired, the  old  company  were  to  furrender  *  their  charters^ 
and  the  new  company  was  thenceforward  to  change  ifs 
ftile,  and  to  be  called,  the  united  company  of  merchants  tradr 
ing  to  the  Eaft-Indies :  and  this  agreement  was  the  founda- 
tion of  that  company  which  has  fubfifted  with  fo  great 
credit  to  themfelves,  and  benefit  to  the  nation,  ever  fince  8* 

Qui}  ofthelaftadis  of  king  William's  adminiiilration 
was  a  (blemn  meflage  to  the  lower  houfe  of  parliament,  in 
relation  to  a  union  between  England  and  Scotland,  in  which 
he  faid,  *'  he  (hould  efteem  it  a  peculiar  felicity,  if  during 
his  reign  fome  happy  expedient,  for  making  both,  king- 
doms one,  might  take  place  i  and  therefore  he  was  ex- 
treamly  defirous.  a  treaty  for  this  purpofe  might  be  fet  on 

R  3.  foot, 

g  Kennet's  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  Burnet,  01dmix9n3^ 
life  of  king  William,  &c. 
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foot,  which  he  therefore  recommended  in  the  moft  earned 
manner  to  the  houfe  of  commons.'*  In  compliance  with 
this  meflage,  the  houfe  did  appoint  a  day  to  confidcr  of  the 
propoAtion  contained  therein  ;  .but  the  death  of  the  king 
prevented  their  coming  to  any  refolution.  Before  thii  hap- 
pened, however,  they  refolved  that  forty  thoufand  men 
Ihould  be  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  Heet  in  the  enfuing 
year,  and  (hewed  fuch  an  inclination  to  enter  heartily  in- 
to all  meafures  neceflary  to  render  the  grand  alliance  effec- 
tual towards  the  endt  for  which  it  was  made,  that  the 
French,  wh.  kU!  .^peftcd  that  fuch  a  fpirit  would  be 
fliewn  in  thi&  v  :^i]i;i  ?nt,  were  much  furprixcd,  as  eafily 
fore- feeing  that  ^d  ne*'  war  would  di(lrefs  them  much 
more  than  the  old  had  ever  clone,  becaufe  it  was  like  to  be 
better  managed  \ 

His  extraordinary  attention  to  bufinefs  is  thought  to 
have  haftened  the  king's  deceafe,  which  happened  on  the 
eighth  of  Marcl ,  1701-2,  about  eight  in  the  morning. 
He  died,  as  he  lived,  with  great  fleadinefs  of  mind,  and 
mewed  himfelf,  in  his  '>f:  moments,  as  much  a  hero  as  he 
had  ever  done  in  the  field.  I  ought  now  to  fay  fomewhat 
of  this  prince's  chara6^er,  and  to  funi  up  all  with  a  general 
view  of  the  principal  events  in  his  reign  ^  but  as  I  have  at 
ready  treated  very  copiouily  of  fuch  as  have  any  affinity 
with  the  principal  defign  of  this  work,  and  as  the  fame  of 
king  William  III.  ftands  in  no  need  of  my  feeble  jUCftance 

'  '    ■  I 

h  I  do  not  take  this  upon  the  credit  of  Larrey  and  other  hif- 
torians  of  his  rank,  but  from  the  beft  French  memoirs  that  I 
have  met  with  j  in  which  it  is  coHfeffed,  that  their  court  was 
deceived  by  theftrong  affarances  given  them  by  the  late  king's 
party,  who,  to  do  them  juftice,  were  inall  probability  deceived 
themfclvfS.  *  /  -r 
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t  (hall  content  myielf  with  faying,  that  never  any  prince 
better  undsrftood  the  general  intereft  of  Europe^  or  purfued 
it  with  greater  firrunefi ;  and  that  whatever  unlucky  ac- 
cidents fell  out  in  his  reign  to  the  prejudice  of  our  affairs, 
were  Qot  fo  much  owing  to  any  nniftakes  in  his  condud,  as 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  tioies,  our  own  unfortunate  di- 
viiionsy  and  the  fatal  COnfequences  of  both  1. 

Thi  only  thing  now  left  to  be  performed,  before  we 
proceed  to  another  chapter,  is  the  collecting,  as  £ir  as  thQ 
flender  memoirs  that  have  come  to  our  hands  will  allow* 
fome  account  of  the  moft  eminent  feamen  who  died  in  this 
reign  ;  and  in  treating  of  thefe  the  reader  is  ci^fired  to  re- 
member, that  no  party  is  efpoufcd ;  that  every  man  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  perfon  of  worth  and  honour,  fo  far  as  he  puir- 
fued  his  principles,  and  was  juft  to  the  prince  he  fervc ;» 
and  faithful  to  the  intereft  of  hiu  country.  By  the  heir  of 
this  ncceflary  and  well-founded  diftindtion,  we  ih?  bt 
able  to  do  ftri£k  juftice  to  all  thole  brave  men  who  expoLi 
their  lives  in  their  country's  fervice  at  fea,  of  wha  )r,f 
foever  they  were,  qr  'vere  reputed ;  which  however  hath 
beei)  fi^ldom  don^  ^i  a  work  of  this  kind,  where,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  heroes  are  all  on  one  fide,  ahd  there  are  none 
Vut  mdifterent  people  on  the  other.  Whereas  in  truth 
there  is  no  foundation  for  fuch  charadlers,  honeft  and  brave 
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iThe  reader,  if  he  is  inclined  to  purfue  this  fubjefl  farther, 
piay  conCult  Kennet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  the  life  of  king  Wil- 
liam, &c.  where  he  will  often  find,  that  flattery  is  as  dangerous 
to  the  reputation  of  a  prince,  as  prejudice  itlelf.  Some  wri- 
ters, out  of  pure  aea^  would  make  king  William  more  than 
man ;  and  othersi  blinded  by  malice  refuse  to  fee  what  his 
anions  madevifible  to  all  the  world,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
greateft  men,  and  one  of  the  wifeft  princes  in  every  refpeA,  of 
2ie  age  in  which  he  lived. 
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men  being  found  alike  on  both  fides,  though  they  hav9 
fometiines  had  the  misfortune  to  be  hated  and  defamed  by 
flich,  as  have  lefs  regard  to  merit  than  opinion,  and  wha 
thought  it  excufable  to  raife  a  clamour  againft  a  great  man 
in  an  oppofite  intereft,  though  they  were  fcnfiblc  this  ck-? 
mour  fprung  from  prejudice,  and  net  any  love  to  juftico, 
Thefe  refle<5tions  I  thought  neceflary,  to  prevent  the  rea- 
der's being  furprized  by  what  he  meets  with  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  wherein  I  have  as  much  difregarded  the 
common  cry,  as  I  have  been  careful,  by  an  accurate  com- 
parifon  of  fa£)s,  to  come  as  near  in  every  inftance  as  I 
could,  to  the  naked  truth,  which  when  dircovei:ed,  I  have 
neither  exaggerated  nor  concealed. 

Memoirs  pf  C£0i2G£  LEGGE,   Baron  Q,f 

BartmQUtbi  &c. 

IF  remarkable  loyalty,  and  a  fleady  adherence  Jib  the 
intereft  of  the  prince  who  raifed  him,  joined  wita  all 
the  abilities  requifite  to  fill  the  many  high  employments  he 
pofTeiled,  ought  to  render  the  memory  of  a  man  valuable 
to  pofterity,  then  the  memoirs  of  lord  Dartmouth  deferve 
our  utmoft  attention.  For  he  was,  even  in  the  opinion  of 
fuch  as  were  not  his  friends,  oneof  the  ableft  and  beft  men 
of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  j  or,  to  exprefs  it  in  the  words, 
of  a. writer  who  ought  always  to  meet  with  credit  when  h-. 
Ipeaks  well  of  the  dead,  the  worthieji  mhUman  of  the  court 
rfkitig  James  II.  *  to  whofe  fortunes  he  adhered,  though 

u 


a  The  author  mentioned  in  the  text  is  bifhop  Burnet,  whofe 
CharaOer  of  this  noble  lord,  is  to  be  found  towards  the  end  of 
his  firft  volume.  What  he  fays  of  him  is  fojuft  and  generous^ 
that  it  deferves  the  reader's  notice.    That  prelate,  (peaking 
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)ie  had  always  oppofed  the  councib  which  were  the  caufb 
of  his  diftrefs. 

The  family  of  Legge  came  over  hither  from  Italj^, 
vhere  to  this  day  the  eldeft  branch  are  nobles  of  ^niVir^. 
Here  in  England  there  are  two  ilouriftiing  families  of  this 
name ;  one  in  Htrefordjh'tre^  the  other  fettled  at  Legg^Z' 
Place  near  Tunbridgt  in  Kent^  from  whom  the  prefent  earli 
of  Dartmouth  are  lineal  defcendants,  as  coming  in  a  dire£l 
line  from  Thomas  Ligge,  of  that  place,  who  was  flierifF  of 
London  in  I343>  twice  lord  mayor,  and  twice  repre(enta< 
tive  for  the  city  in  parliament  c.    In  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII.  the  femily  fettled  in  Ireland^  where  Edward  Legge, 
efq  $  was  vice-prefident  of  Munfier,  and  died  in  the  year 
^616,  leaving  behind  him  a  very  numerous  pofterity,  vrsr, 
fix  fons  and  (even  daughters,  all  of  them  diftinguiflied  by 
their  great  merit,  and  feveral  of  the  daughters  efpecially, 
by  living  to  a  very  extraordinary  age;  Elizabeth,  the  eld- 
eftj  to  105  s  Margaret,  who  ma'  ried  mr.  Fitz^Gerald,  to 
upwards  of  an  lOO,  and  jfnne,  the  mfe  of  ff^lliam  ytnthony, 
efq;  who  died  in  1702,  aged  11 2  d.    But  let  us  now  re- 
turn to  the  perfon  whofe  anions  we  are  to  record.         He 

of  the  uneafinefs  king  James  was  under,  on  the  fitting  out  of 
the  Dutch  fleet  in  1088,  and  of  the  preparations  be  nude  for 
the  defending  himfelf,  proceeds  thus.  •*  He  recalled  Strick- 
M  land,  and  eave  the  command  to  the  lord  Dartmouth  ;  who 
**  was  indeed  one  of  the  worthieft  men  of  his  court.  He  loved 
"  him,  and  had  been  long  in  his  lervice,  and  in  his  confidence; 
**  but  was  much  againft,  all  the  condu£l  of  his  affairs  ■  Yet  he 
V  refolved  to  ftick  to  him  at  all  hazards."  ^  Hill,  de 

Venife,  par  le  Sieur  Amelot,  de  la  HoulTai,  Tom.  ii.  c  See 
Stew's  Survey  of  London,  in  the  years  1346  and  1353.  As 
to  his  being  in  parliament  for  the  city,  I  have  that  in  a  MSS, 
lift  of  members  for  London,  in  which  it  appears  he  was  chofei\ 
in  1349  ^"^  '352'  d  Thcfe  particulars  are  chiefly  col- 

leflcd  from  memoirs  of  the  family ;  though  they  are  likewife 
confirmed  by  feveral  monumental  infcriptions. 
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Hb  wu  the  eldcft  Ami  of  the  famoui  colonel  P^iMam 
Lfggtt  groom  of  the  bed-chamber  to  king  Chsriis  I.  ind  « 
rooft  confttnt  follower  of  all  hii  fortunes.  Soon  after  the 
leftontion  his  father  thought  proper  to  fend  him  to  fea, 
under  the  care  of  that  great  and  gallant  admiral,  fir  Ed' 
ward  Spri^if  in  the  fi  <k  Dutch  war  in  1665,  when  Mr. 
tiggt  was  barely  (bventeen  •.  He  dlAinguiflied  himfelf  in 
all  the  adiopi  of  that  and  the  fucceeding  year,  by  fuch  re-* 
markable  teftimonies  of  conduct  aa  well  as  courage,  that, 
in  thofe  days  when  naval  prefermenta  were  earned  before 
they  were  enjoyed,  he  was  without  envy  railed  to  the 
command  of  the  Pimhroh^  m  16(^7,  when  he  was  yet  (bort 
of  twenty,  &  preferment  which  did  him  as  much  honour  aa 
aP7  he  afterwards  obtained  f. 

Ar  T  £R  the  peace,  he  applied  himielf  affiduoufly  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  mathematicks,  efpcciaily  to  fuch  branches  of 
that  extenftve  ibience  as  have  relation  to  the  military  art : 
and  having  attained  to  great  skill  as  an  engineer,  he  was 
empbyed  by  his  maj^fty  in  that  character,  ^nd  in  1669 
fucceeded  his  father  in  the  command  of  an  independant 
company  of  foot.  In  167 1,  be  was  made  captain  of  the 
Fairfax^  and  in  1672,  of  the  rofol  Cathtrinty  in  which  he 
ferved  with  the  higheft  reputation,  having  beat  the  Dutch 
0ut  who  boarded  her  while  (he  was  finking,  and  after  he 
had  flopped  her  leaks,  brought  her  fiife  into  harbour ;  in 
which  defperate  fervioe  he  received  feveral  wounds.  In  ac 
luiowkdgment  of  this  and  other  marks  of  miiitary  virtue 

(hewn 


•  The  reafon  of  his  goinff  to  fea  under  fir  Ectward  Spragge 
W8S>  becaafe  of  his  near  relation  to  the  Leggp  family,  his  mo- 
ther, beinj;  fecond  lifter  to  colonel  William  Legge,  this  gen- 
tleman*8  htther.  '  This,  and  fcvexal  other  particuTiiii* 

are  otken  from  the  family  mqnQirs* 
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flMwn  in  that  mcmorible  year,  he  wai,  towards  the  end  of 
it  made  lieuttnant  governor  of  Fort/mouthy  under  his  royal 
highnefs  Janus.,  dul  ?  of  York  j  in  1673,  he  was  made  go- 
vernorof  that  place,  and  at  the  fame  time  matter  of  the 
borfe,  and  gcnileman  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  duke  i. 

In  1677  he  was  added  as  an  affittant  in  the  board  of 
OrJnaMCiy  with  a  falary  of  300  /.  por  Jm.um  }  and  the  fame 
ye^r  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  of  the 
Ordnanct^  and  had  alfo  a  regiment  of  foot  bcftowed  upon 
him.     Thefe  extraordinary  marks  of  royal  favour  wert 
foon  followed  by  flill  greater  tettimonies  of  efteem  and 
confidence  ,  for  in  1681  he  was  fworn  of  the  privy  coun* 
cil  to  king  Cbarlti  II.  and  in  1682  had  a  fpecial  commif« 
fion  to  review  all  the  forts  and  garrifons  throughout  the 
kingdom  of  England.^  and  was  alfo  conftituted  and  appoint* 
ed  commander  in  chief.    On  the  fecond  of  Dtttmbon^  ia 
the  fame  year,  he  was,  by  letters  patent,  raifed  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  peer  of  this  realm,  by  the  title  of  baron  of  Dart^ 
ffuuth^  in  the  county  of  Devon,    With  remainder,  in  cafe 
of  failure  of  hi  7  iiTue  male,  to  his  brother  WiUiam  Leggtp 
efqj  and  his  iiTue  i  and  in  the  preamble  of  the  patent,  hit 
own,  and  his  father's  fervices,  are  very  juftJy  and  gratefully 
acknowledged  Jo, 

Iff 


gSee  the  memoirs  of  the  Datch  war,  p.  1 19. 
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preamble  of  this  patent  recites,  *'  That  his  majefty  remem* 
''  bring  the  great  merits  ojf  William  Legge,  one  of  the  grooms 
"  of  the  royal  bed-chamber  to  his  late  father  king  Charles  the 
^'  firft,  efpecially  in  that  unparalleled  rebellion  raifed  againft 
**  him,  in  which,  bein^  a  perion  of  frngubur  skill  and  experi- 
"  ence  in  military  affairs,  as  alfo  a  valiaat  and  expert  com- 
^  mander,  h<  faithfully  ferved  him  in  molt  of  the  battles  and 
^'  fieges  of  thole  unhappy  times  :  Alfo  performed  feveral  emi* 
*,\  neot  fervices  to  the  faid  king,  Ance  his  moft  happy  reftora- 
r  tion.    And  further,  coniidering  that  George  Legge,  elde^ 

"  foi» 
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In  1683,  the  king  finding  ie  impoffible  to  fupport  the 
garrifon  of  Tangier  out  of  his  own  revenue,  and  having 
little  hopes  of  obtaining  any  fiipply  for  that  purpofe  from  a 
parliament  ^his  laft  having  (hewn  a  remarkable  diflike  to 
the  keeping  up  of  forces  there)  reiblvfd,  notwithftanding 
the  immenfe  fums  it  had  coft  him  in  fortifying  the  place, 
and  in  building  a  mole,  which  rer  Jered  the  port  both  con* 
venient  and  fafe,  to  deftroy  the  whole,  and  to  bring  back 
the  troops  he  had  there  into  England,  The  management 
of  this  affair  required  great  fecrecy,  and  much  conduct  in 
the  commander  in  chief,  and  this  probably  determined  the 
king  to  make  ufe  of  lord  Dartmouth^  who  was  appointed 
governor  of  Tangier^  and  general  of  his  majefty's  forces  in 
Africa^  as  well  as  admiral  of  the  fleet,  in  order  to  enable 
him  to  execute  his  inftru6lions,  which  he  did  very  exactly 
and  efFe£lually  ;  fo  that  on  his  return  home,  the  king  was 
pleafed  to  make  him  a  grant  of  10,000  /.  as  a  reward  for 
that  fervicf ,  befides  other  acknowledgments  i. 

Upon  the  acceffion  of  king  James  II.  his  lordfliip  met 
with  all  the  teftimoniesof  royal  favour  and  f.tendfliip  which 
his  many  fervices,  and  unfpotted  fidelity  to  that  prince,  de- 
served J 


«  fon  of  the  faid  William,  following  his  father^s  flaps  in  di- 
«*  vers  military  eir  ployments,  efpecially  in  fundry  (harp  and 
**'  dangerous  naval  nehts,  wherein  he  did  freely  hazard  his  life 
«  for  which  refpe£tl)eing  made  general  of  the  ordnance  and 
<<  artillery,  and  one  of  his  moft  honourable  priyy  council,  his 
**  majefty  thought  fit  to  dignify  him  with  fome  further  honour, 
"  &c."  »  Particular!/  a  grant  of  a  fair  to  be  held  twice 

a  year,  and  a  market  twice  a  week,  upon  Blackheath,  in  the 
parifli  of  Lewifham,  in  the  county  of  Kent.  It  may  not  be 
amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  the  great  difficulty  in  executing  his 
commilTion  in  Tangier,  was,  to  blow  up  all  the  works  mere, 
without  expofing  the  garrifon  to  the  Moors  ;  which  fervice  h^^ 
performed  with  equal  caution  and  fuccefs. 
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ferved  ;  for  he  not  only  continued  him  in  all  the  offices  he 
then  pofleiled,  but  raifed  him  alfo  to  pods  of  ftill  greater 
confequence,  fo  that  he  was  at  once  mafter  of  the  horfe  to 
the  kingt  general  of  the  Ordnance^  conftable  of  the  Towtr 
of  Lmdm^  captain  of  an  independent  company  of  foot,  and 
one  of  the  privy- council.  Thefe  employments  he  executed 
with  fo  great  diligence  and  reputation,  that  he  flood  as 
high  in  the  favour  of  the  people,  as  he  did  in  that  of  his 
prince,  and  was  always  confidered  as  the  greateft  encoura- 
ger  of  merit,  and  the  moft  upright  man  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  afFairs,  that  the  age  produced.  He  prefervec) 
the  afFeiStion  and  confidence  of  his  mailer  to  the  laft,  and 
yet  he  was  fo  far  from  giving  in  to  the  king's  fatal  inclina- 
tions to  popery  and  arbitrary  government,  that  he  oppofed 
all  councils  looking  either  way,  with  much  firmnefs  and 
freedom,  though  he  took  care  to  reftrain  all  his  remonf- 
trancea  within  the  juft  bounds  of  duty  and  decency  k. 

In  1687,  king  Jamei  making  a  fhort  progrefs,  and  lord 
Dartmouth  attending  him  therein,  at  Coventry  the  city  pre- 
fented  his  majefty  with  a  large  gold  cup  and  cover,  which 
he  immediately  gave  to  his  lordfhip,  and  that  too  with  » 
compliment  as  generous  and  as  acceptable  as  the  prefent. 
*'  I  would  have  your  lordfhip,  faid  he,  receive  this  cup 
**  and  cover,  as  a  mark  of  the  city  of  Coventry* s  concern 
"  for  the  fufFerings  of  your  father  in  it."  For  in  the  time 
of  the  civil  wars,  old  colonel  Jf^ilUam  Legge  had  remained 
long  a  prifoner  in  Coventry  goal,  after  being  taken  at  the 
battle  of  Worcefter  1. 


"11 
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^  Kennet's  compleat  hiftory  of  England,  Burnet,  Oldmixon, 
&c.  1  This  llory  of  his  father's  fufferings  at  Coventry, 

certainly  dcfervcs  the  rcadcr*8  notice  ;  and  therefore,  not  to  be 
wanting  either  to  his  entertainment^  or  to  the  illullration  of  the 

hiftory. 
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WftBN  it  was  abfoluiiely  certain  that  the   prince  olf 
Orange  intended  to  invade  England^  king  James  faw  the 
neceffity  of  employing  fome  more  confiderable  perfon  than 
lir  R^er  Strickland^  who  had  hitherto  commanded  thi 
fleet,  and  whofe  being  a  Papifl^  though  it  recommended  him 
to  that  truft,  rendered  him  very  difagreeable  to  the  feamen* 
In  this  fituation  of  things,  his  majefty  certainly  made  a  te- 
ry  proper  choice  of  lord  Dart  mouthy  for  the  important  of- 
fice of  admiral)  flnce  no  man  had  greater  abilities^  fcarce 
any  fo  great  an/aiFe£lion  for  his  majefty's  perfon,  or  fo 
hearty  a  zeal  for  his  intereft.     His  lordfhip  was  much  be* 
loved  by  the  Teamen,  and  fo  univerially  efteemed   by  the 
feamen,  and  fo  univerfally  efteemed  by  the  officers  of  the 
navy,  that  he  very  foon  put  his  fleet  in  a  pofture  fit  for 
fervice;  and  though,  as  I  have  (hewn  clfewhere,  it  has 
been  ftrongly  reported,  that  his  lordfhip  declined  fighting 
the  Dutch  fleet,  yet  it  is  certain  that  it   was  never  in  hia 
power  \  and  that,  if  it  had,  both  he  and  his  officers  would 
have  performed  what  they  took  to  be  their  duty.     But  af- 
ter being  feverely  rufled  by  a  flcrm,  the  fleet  was  forced  in- 
to 
»———>————        ^ 

fciibry,  I  fubjoin  it  here.    The  great  fhare  colonel  William 
JLegge  had  in  the  favour  of  king  Charles  I.  made  him  fo  ob- 
noxious to  the  rump,  that  they  intended  to  have  executed  him, 
as  they  did  the  earl  of  Derby,  for  being  in  arms  againft  them ; 
and  with  that  view,  they  confined  him  in  Coventry  goal.    His 
lady  knowing  their  cruelty,  and  having  tried  all  her  interefl 
with  the  people  in  power,  in  vain,  at  laft  contrived  a  very  artful 
method  for  making  his  efcape,  which  was  as  fuccefsfully  exe- 
cuted.   With  this^iew,  (he  hired  an  old  woman  to  lend  him 
her  deaths  which  he  put  on,  and  having  a  clofe-ilooNpan  well 
filled  between  his  hands,  the  fmell  kept  the  keepers  at  fuch  a 
didance,  that  he  walked  fairly  off,  without  .their  n:    :ing  any 
enquiries.    After  the  murder  of  king  Charles  L  he  v  as  much 
about  the  perfon  ofthe  duke  of  York,  which  inlpired  his  ma* 
}cily  with  a  great  tendcrncfsfbr  him  and  all  his  family. 
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to  P$rtfmmthy  where  his  lordfhip  quitted  the  command  to 
fir  John  Berry,  and  returned  to  London,  m.    After  the  re- 
volution, lord  Dartmouth  lived  quietly,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  new  government  5  yet  wai  always  fufpeflcd  to  retain 
his  old  fentiments  for  the  perfon  who  had  been  To  long,  and 
withal  fo  kind  a  mafter.    For  this  itafon,  and  on  account 
of  Tome  fuggeftions  that  he  carried  on  a  fecret  correfpon* 
dence  with  the  abdicated  king,  he  was  committed  prifoner 
to  the  7ower  of  London,    While  he  continued  there,  fomc 
rumours  flew  abroad  of  his  being  ill  treated,  which  had 
fuch  an  ef{eA  on  the  Tailors,  who  loved  him  as  their  father, 
that  they  affembled  in  great  bodies  on  Tewer-Wi,   where 
they  exprefled  their  refentmenti  in  fuch  language,  that  it 
was  at  length  found  expedient  to  dedre  lord  Darimoutb  to 
confer  with  them;  and  on  his  alluring  them  that  the  rc^ 
port  they  had  heard  was  void  of  any  foundation,  they  gave 
a  chearful  huzza,  and  difperfed  immediately. 

It  is  thought,  however,  that  his  confinement,  ^^nd  the 
want  of  his  ufual  exercife,  might  contribute  to  the  fliorten- 
ing  his  days;  for  en  the  twenty  firft  ofO£foher,  1691,  he 
was  feized  with  an  apoplexy,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
in  the  forty  fourth  year  of  his  age  ». 

His  relations  applied  thcmfelvcs,  on  his  deceafe,  to  ih?, 
conftable  of  the  Toivtr^  then  lord  Lucas,  for  leave  vo  le- 

move 
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m  In  the  fecond  volume,  we  have  already  given  fo  full  ait 
account  of  this  affair,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to  add  any  thing 
more  here,  except  that  lord  Dartmouth  laid  down  his  com- 
mand as  foon  as  he  came  on  (hore ;  and  when  he  could  not 
ail  for  his  majefty,  would  not,  as  another  favourite  did,  a£l 
againft  him.  »  King  James  received  the  news  of  his  death 

with  great  concern,  and  faid  with  a  deep  figh,  then  faiihrul 
Will.  LegK^s  honeft  fon  Gcorg'*,  is  dead  !  I  have  few  fuch  fcr* 
vantsnow! 
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faiove  his  body  in  order  to  its  interment ;  which  his  lordlhl^ 
fcrupled, without  receiving  exprefs  dire^ions  frotn  the  king. 
But  upon  application  made  to  his  majefty,  he  not  only 
Ordered,  that  the  body  (hould  be  immediately  deUvered  to 
bis  lordfhip's  relations,  but  upon  his  being  informed,  that 
Ihey  intended  to  bury  it  near  the  remains  of  his  father, 
in  the  LhtU  Minories  church,  in  a  vault  belonging  to  his 
family,  his  majefty  gave  further  orders,  that  all  fucli 
marks  of  refpedl  fhould  be  paid  at  his  funeral,  as  ikvouM 
have  been  due  to  him,  if  he  had  died  poiTcfTed  of  all  his 
employments.  Which  is  a  circumftance  equally  honour' 
able  to  the  memory  of  king  fftlliam  and  lord  Dartmouth f. 
Hnce  it  fhews  impartiality  and  greatnefs  of  foul  in  the 
former,  and  the  true  merit  of  the  latter,  which  pro. 
duced  fuch  a  teftimony  of  refpe£l  from  To  penetrating 
^  judge  o. 

A  monument  of  white  marble,  adorned  with  a  proper 
infcription,  was  ere£led  to  the  memory  of  his  IcrdO^iip, 
by  his  confort  Barbara^  baronefs  of  Dartmouth^  whj 
was  the  daughter  of  fir  Henry  Archboldf  of  Staj^fordJInrtf 
who  died  m  1718,  and  lies  buried  there  by  himp* 

His  lordfhip  had  by  her  an  only  fon  Wtlliam^  who  if 
at  prefent  earl  of  Dartmouth,  fo  created  by  hex  majefl  y 
queen  Anney  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  reign.  His  lordfliip 
had  alfo  the  honour  of  being  ^'  crela'*y  of  ftate,  and  after- 
wards lord  privy-feai  in  the  "^«^i  reign,  and  difcharged 
both  thofc  high  oiHces  with  that  integrity  hereditary  in  his 

I  lordfhip*! 


•  This  is  taken  from  the  memoirs  of  the  family.  p  The 
infcription  is  very  long,  otherwife  we  fhoald  have  inferred  it, 
and  his  lordlhip's  memory  too  frefli,  to  make  this  pals  for 
an  indifferent  excufe. 
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lordfhip's   noble  family,   and  which  has  been  for,   man^ 
years  no  kfs  cohfpicuous  in  his  privatfc  life. 

Memoirs  of  Sir  JOHN  BERRT,  Knt. 
Rear-Admiral  of  England^ 

THERE  cannot  be  a  ftronger  teftimony  of  real 
merit,  than  a  man's  furmounting  by  his  fpirit  and 
diligence  a  long  (eries  of  crofTes  and  misfortunes,  and  there- 
by forcing  himfelf  as  it  were  into  an  eafier  fituation,  and 
by  degrees  into  a  condition  worthy  his  defert.  Fortitude 
in  fufPering  is  a  virtue  no  lefs  honourable  than  courage  in 
atchieving,  and  the  diftrefles  of  heroes,  like  the  (hades  in 
a  fine  pi£iure,  beftow  a  graceful  afliftance  on  the  brighter 
parts  of  the  piece>  and  thereby  confiderably  heighten  *ii 
beauties.  This  obfervation  cannot  more  fully  be  iliuf^ra* 
ted,  than  it  will  be  by  the  account  we  are  to  give  of  the 
life  and  a£lions  of  Sir  John  Berry,  who  fwithout  any 
affiftance,  other  than  refuked  from  the  admiration  of  his 
courage  and  condudk)  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  rear- 
admiral  of  England f  and  fhaied  the  confidence  of  three 
fuccceding  kings. 

The  family  of  the  Berry*s  in  Devofijhire  were  feat- 
ed  at  Birry-Nerbery  near  Ilfarcomh^  where  they  had 
flourifhed  tor  fome  hundreiis  of  years  a.  But  the  fa- 
ther of  our  gallant  fea-ofHcer  was  never  in  any  extra- 
ordinary circumftances.     He  owed  his  reputation,   which 

Vol.  III.  S  flill 
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»  Pole's  ftirvey  of  Devonfliire,  MS  This  village  lies  in 
Branton  hundred  in  the  middle  between  Conibe-Mcrton,  id 
Ilfarcomb,  at  a  fmall  dillance  from  the  fea,  and  about  twenty- 
leven  miles  from  Exeter. 


92    '■  1   -' 


274  MEMOIRS    of 

flill  fubfifts  in  his  .oM*ity,  not  to  the  goods  of  fortune, 
but  to  his  learning  and  abilities ;  and  above  all  to  his  cou> 
rage  and  loyalty.  He  was  a  clergyman,  and  vicar  of 
Knowe/lon  and  Motland  in  that  county,wherc  he  diicharged 
his  duty  vi^ith  equal  fidelity  to  the  church,  and  to  the 
ftate.  For  this,  the  faints  of  thofe  times  not  only  turned 
him  out  of  his  livings,  but  plundered  his  houfe,  and  took 
(even  his  bed  from  under  him ;  all  which  they  fold  by 
public  audion,  except  his  books,  which  being  a  large  and 
valuable  collection,  they  to  Kbcw  their  moderation  and  ge- 
nerofity,  beftowed  them  upon  an  independant  preacher. 
Soon  after  this,  the  truly  reverend  mr.  Danisl  Btrry  died  of 
grief  and  want,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  andMt 
t)ehind  him  a  widow,  Elizabethy  daughter  of  John  Moon, 
of  Mcorhay;,  efq;  and  nine  fmall  children,  of  whicU  feven 
were  (bns  and  two  daughters  ^. 

Th£  eldcfl,  Robert  J  betook  himfelf  to  the  fca,  where  he 
pkoljpcrcd  very  well.  The  fecond,  John,  of  whom  we  are 
to  fpeak,  and  who  was  born  in  his  Other's  vicarage-houfe 
at  Knowefion,  in  the  year  1635,  being  at  the  good  old  man's 
dealii  about  feventeen  years  old,  went  to  Plymouthy  where 
he  bound  himfelf  apprentice  to  mr.  Robert  Mering^  a  mer- 
chant in  that  town,  and  part-owner  in  fevcral  Ships.  He 
went  toiea  in  his  fervice,  and  was  extrcamly  unfortunate 
in  fetting  cni,  being  twice  taken  by  the  Spaniartis^  and 
fuftcring,  a  long  imprifo;  ment,  which  however  did  him 
no  great  hurt  in  the  main.    On  his  return  to  Er^land,  he 

2  found 


''xi  !  ''  '*  •^  particulars  are  taken  from  a  monument 
erctjcd  a  vhe  )  .ar  1684,  by  fw  lohn  Berry>  to  the  memory  of 
his  t4iitcr.  hk  wo  churches  of  Knowefton  and  Molltod  were 
"°^  j^n  ^^^'  ^^-"^^  afuiidv-r,  lying  both  in  Moulton  hundrtd. 
at  the  dillancc  of  about  eighteen  miles  from  Exeter. 
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found  hit  mafter  in  vtry  bid  ctrcumftances }  which  how* 
ever  was  no  prejudice  to  him,  for  in  a  (hort  time  after 
tnr.  Mitini  told  him»  that  having  now  no  further  occaii* 
on  for  his  fervicey  he  would,  in  reward  of  his  paft  dih'- 
gence,  give  him  the  remainder  of  his  .time  1  which  he  did 
frtelye. 

M  R.  Berry.,  thus  at  large  and  at  liberty  to  a^  for  him* 
felf,  immediately  came  up  to  Londaity  where,  by  the  help 
of  fome  friends,  he  was  preferred  to  be  a  boatfwain  of  a 
ketch  belonging  to '  the  royal  navy,  called  the  Swaltew, 
which,  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Infam^  was  or- 
dered CO  the  J^tji'lnd'ns^  in  company  with  two  of  his 
majefty's  Frigates,  both  of  which  were  loft  in  the  gulph  of 
Florida ;  but  the  SwalhWy  by  cutting  down  her,  ma/ls» 
and  heaving  her  guns  over-board  and  alfo  her  proviilons) 
got  clear,  and  in  the  fpace  of  ilxteen  weeks,  during 
which  th^y  had  nothing  to  eat  but  the  Fifh  they  caughr, 
or  to  drink  but  rain-water,  they  arrived  at  Campfachy, 
There  they  furniflied  themfelves  with  provifions,  and 
then  failed  for  JamaUa^  where  they  arrived  in  three 
weeko  4. 

Si  r  Thomas  Muddiferd^  who  was  a  native  of  Devon/hire 
{IS  well  as  mr.  Berry^  was  then  governor  of  that  ifland, 
and  he  ordered  the  Swallvw  to  be  refitted,  put  eight  guns 
on  board  her,  and  having  intelligence  that  a  pirate,  who 
had  taken  one  mr.  Peach.,  bound  from  Southampton  to  Ja^ 

S  2  maica. 
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c  The  particulars  mentioned  in  this  life,  were  moft  of  them 
coUefted  by  mr.  Daniel  Berry,  brother  to  the  admiral ;  but  as 
he  wrote  at  a  conftdcrable  diftance  of  ti^e,  he  often  omits 
dates,  and  fomctimes  miftakes  them.  d  It  was  not  eafy  to 
fix  the  time  of  mr  Berry's  firft  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies ;  but 
probably  it  was  ii^  the  year  1 661 . 


.'  -^Sf-'-l 


'i 


1  ■'«,>i'.g 


276      ^^   M  E:  M  O  I  R  S  0/ 

mauoj  and  marooned  him  and  all  his  crew,  was  ftill  iH 
thofe  fcas,  nc  ordered  the  Swallow ,  now  well  vidual- 
Icd  and  manned  to  put  to  Tea  in  queft  of  her,  and  gave 
his  countryman  Bnry  the  title  of  lieutenant^  In  three 
weeks  after  they  failed  from  Jamaica,  they  found  the  pi_ 
rate  at  anchor  in  a  bay  cfF  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  He 
had  about  fixiy  men  and  twenty  guns ;  whereas  the  Swal- 
lovj  had  but  forty  men  and  eight  fmall  guns.  Captain  In- 
fam  having  confidercd  the  enemy's  ftrength  and  compared 
it  with  his  o^n,  called  up  all  his  men,  and  addrefled  them 
in  thefe  words :  GentUmtn,  the  blades  we  are  to  attack  are 
men  at  arms,  old  Buccaneers,  andfuperior  U  us  in  number, 
and  in  the  prce  of  their  Jhip,  and  therefore  I  would  have 
your  opinion,  whether-^Sir,  interrupted  lieutenant  Berry,  we 
are  men  at  arms  too,  and,  which  is  more,  honej}  men,  and  fight 
under  the  king's  commijfun  j  and  if  you  have  no  Jiomach  for 
fighting,  he  plea  fed  to  walk  down  into  your  cabbin.  The  crew 
applauded  this  motion,  and  declared,  one  and  all,  for  cap- 
tain Berry,  who  undertook  this  affair  with  great  difad- 
vantage.  I'he  pirate  rode  at  anchor  to  the  windward,  by 
which  the  Swallow  was  obliged  to  make-  two  trips  under 
jier  lee,  in  which  (he  received  twj  broadfides,  and  two 
volleys  of  fmall  (hot,  without  returning  a  gun.  Mr.  J5/r- 
ry  len  boarded  her  on  the  bow*  pouring  in  his  broadfide, 
which  killed  the  pirate  twenty-two  meu  on  the  fpot :  They 
then  fought  their  way  to  the  main-maft.  wiicre  they  called 
to  the  doctor  and  bis  mate  to  get  pve:  board,  and  hang  by 
the  rudder;  which  they  did,  and  foon  after  ihe  pirate  was 
taken,  having  only  feven  men  left,  and  thofe  all  wound- 
cii,  though  they  lived  long  enough  to  be  hanged  after- 
wards in  Jamaica  j  and,  which  is  (till  more  remarkable,  there 
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was  no  body  killed  on  board  ihe  Swallow^  but  the  boat- 
fwain's  mate  e. 

On  their  return  to  Jamaica^  captain  In/um  confined  his 
lieutenant,  and  brought  him  to  a  court-martial ;  where, 
on  tho  evidence  of  the  men,  the  court  declared  he  had 
done  hh  duty,  and  ordered  the  captain  to  live  peaceably 
with  him  in  their  voyage  to  England;  which  he  did,  and 
mr.  B^rry  behaved  towards  him  with  all  imaginable  mo- 
defly  and  fubmi/Iion. 

I  N  a  (hort  time  after  he  came  home,  the  Dutch  war 
broke  out,  and  mr.  Btrry  had  a  floop  given  him,  called  the 
Maria,  of  fourteen  guns,  with  the  king's  commii&n. 
He  held  this  fmall  command  for  about  four  months,  in 
which  fpace  he  took  thirty-  two  prizes ;  and,  for  his  ex« 
traordinary  diligence,  had  the  command  given  him  of 
the  Coronation,  a  hired  (hip  of  war  of  Bhy-itx  guns. 

I N  this  (hip  he  was  foon  after  fent  to  the  Weji-Indies^ 
where  our  colonies  were  in  no  fmall  danger^  as  having 
both  the  French  and  Dutch  upon  thqir  Hands.  On  his  ar- 
rival at  Barbadois,  the  governor  bought  fome  large  mer- 
chant-ihips,  converted  them  into  men  of  war,  and  having 
made  up  nine  fail,  including  the  Coronation,  manned,  and 
put  them  under  the  command  of  commodore  Berry.  With 
this  little  fleet  he  failed  for  Nevis,  in  order  ta.prjQte(Sb  it 
from  the  Freiwh,  who  had  already  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  St.  Chri/iopher*s,  Antigua,  and  Mountjerrat.  He  was 
fcarce  arrived,  before  he  had  intelligence,  that  the  French 

S  3  were 


e  Thefc  particalars  are  preferved  in  the  MS.  accounts  of 
his  brother's  atchicvernents,  written  by  mr.  Berry  ;   and  I  find 
the  principal  fails  confirmed  in  an  account  of  the  rroft  re  • 
markable  paffage  under  lordWindfor,  fir  Thomas  Muddifora 
and  fir  Thgmas  Lynch,  fucceflively  governors  of  Jamaica. 
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were  preparing  at  St.  Chrijhphtr^i  a  very  great  force  which 
was  intended  for  the  conqueft  of  Nivh.  They  had  twenty-^ 
two  men  of  war,  and  frigates,  fix  large  tranrport^fliipt  of 
their  own,  and  four  Dutch,  With  thefe  they  failed  to- 
wards News,  aa  to  a  certain  vii£lc*ry.  Commodore  Berry 
failed  with  his  nine  (hips  to  meet  them  j  and  as  he  turned 
the  point  of  the  ifland,  one  of  his  beft  (hip«  blew  up, 
which  ftruck  his  men  with  aftonifliment.  Nbw  you  have 
feen  an  Englifli>^i|^  hhw  upt  faid  the  commodore,  lei  us  try 
if  we  can't  blow  up  Frenchmen.  7here  they  are,  hoys  /  and 
if  vtt  don't  beat  them,  thev  will  beat  us.  Having  faid  this, 
he  immediately  began  the  fight  with  the  French  admiral, 
and,  after  i  brisk  engagement  of  upwards  of  thirteen 
hours^  he  forced  this  mighty  fleet  to  f!y  for  fheltcr  under 
the  cannon  of  St.  Chrijiopher's,  whither  he  purfued  them, 
fent  in  a  fire-fhip,  and  burnt  the  Firench  admira  I :  feeing 
her  in  flames,  he  faid  to  his  feamen,  /  told  you  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  we  Jhould  burn  a  Frenchman  before  night ;  to- 
tnorrow  we  will  try  what  we  can  do  with  the  reft.  But 
while  he  was  refitting  his  (hips,  the  enemy  wifely  (lolc 
away  j  ^hc  French  to  Martinico^  and  the  Dutch  to  Virgi. 
nia  ^*    Sir  John  Harman  being  fcnt  with  a  fquadron  to  re^ 


f  We  are  in  feme  meafure  enabled  to  fix  t)ie  date  of  this 
enterprize,  by  the  /cUowinp;  remarkable  pafTage,  preferved  in 
the  Philofophical  l  ranfaftions  of  the  Royal  Society.  "  On 
**  the  nineteenth  of  Aagufl,  1667,  there  was  a  terrible  hurri> 
'*  cane  in  this  ifland ;  at  which  time  fir  John  Bgsrry^  captain  of 
**  the  Coronation  man  of  war,  was  in  the  harbour,  with  that 
*'  and  feveral  other  fhips,  of  which  one  was  commanded  hy 
**  captain  Langford,  who  having  learnt  fome  of  the  progno> 
"  ftics  of  a  turnado,  from  a  Charibbean,  .perceiving  them, 
**  he  told  fir  John  and  the  other  conimanders  of  it ;  who  de- 
**  pending  00  his  intelligence,  made  their  fhips  ready  for  the  fea, 
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(ieye  him,  commodore  Birry  returned  to  England,  in^ 
ferved  with  great  honour  in  the  channel,  and  in  the  Midi- 
tirraman,  *■ 

I N  the  fecond  Dutch  war  (as  it  was  called,  though  pro- 
perly fpeaking  it  was  the  third)  he  had  the  command 
of  the  Refolutm^  a  feventy  gun  (hip,  in  which  he  was 
prefeqt  in  the  famous  action  in  Southwold-btyy  on  the 
twenty  eighth  of  May,  1672.  In  this  battje,  (he  captain 
oblerving  that  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Thrk^  then 
lord  hfgh  admiral  of  England,  was  very  hard  prefled,  he 
left  his  fiation,  and  came  in  to  his  relief;  where  the  fervice 
proved  fo  hot,  that  in  left  than  two  hours,  he  had  no  fewer 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  killed,  as  many  more 
woupded,  and  his  (hip  fcarce  able  to  float :  upon  this  he 
was  towed  out  of  the  line,  ftopt  his  leaks,  and  fell  into  his 
place  again  in  an  hour,  and  there  did  fuch  fervice,  that 
when  his  majeily  came  to  m:et  the  fleet,  and  dined  on 
board  the  Reyal  Sovtnign  at  the  Buoy  in  the  Nore,  he,  of 
his  own  inotive,  called  for  captain  Berry,  and  having 
knighted  hiin»  faid  very  gracioufly.  As  our  thoughts  havt 
keen  now  upon  honour,  we  will  hereafter  think  of  profit  i  fir 
I  would  not  havefo  brave  a  man,  a  poor  knight  %, 

S  4  In 


*'  and  in  the  morning,  about  four  of  the  clock,  the  w'nd 
"  coming  \tty  hard  northerly,  they  put  to  fea,  and  came  all 
*'  back  in  four  or  five  days  time,  fafe  to  the  road  again.  Cap- 
**  tain  La^gford  was  afiiore,  and  being  conBdent  of  the  hur- 
cane^s  coming*  took  fuch*  care  before-hand  to  fccuw  his 
fugfirs.  and  goods,  in  the  ftore  houfe,  that  when  the  hurri- 
"  caoe  had  carried  away  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  all,  excep 
"  one  hogftiead  of  fugar,  remained  fafe."  Lowthorp's  abridg- 
ment, VoH  ii.  p.  1061 
6  Catalogue  of  knights  made  by  king  Charles  11^ 
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'.  In  the  year  1682,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  Tend  the 
6ukQ  of  Tork  down  to  Scot/and 'y  and  for  this  purpofe  the 
C/ouce/ier-frigatey  under  uie  command  of  fir  John  Berry, 
V?zs  ordered  to  be  ready  :  anti  accordingly  on  the  twenty 
eighth  of  yipril,  the  duke  of  Tork  embarked  on  board  that 
fliip.  In  their  paflage,  fir  John  obferved,  on  the  third  of 
Jlfay,  when  in  the  mouth  of  the  Number,  as  he  appre- 
hended, an  error  in  the  pilot's  condu£l,  though  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  his  employment. 
Of  this  he  informed  the  duke,  and  defued  they  might  lye- 
to  J  at  lead  for  that  night ;  which  the  pilot  oppofed, 
and  being  a  great  favourite  of  the  duke's,  his  advice  pre^ 
vailed.  But  bis  royal  highnefs^was  foon  convinced  of  the 
fuperiority  of  fir  John  Berry's  judgment,  fince  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards  the  (hip  was  loft,  and  about 
three  hundred  people  in  her,  amongft  whom  was  forne  per- 
fons  of  the  firft  rank,  and  the  duke  hi oifelf  narrowly  efcaped 
in  the  long-boat,  fir  John  Berry  Handing  with  his  fword 
drawn  in  the  ftern  of  the  boat,  to  hinder  people  from 
crouding  in;  which  undoubtedly  faved  the  duke,  fince  a 
very  few  more  would  have  overfet  the  Icng-boat  \     For 

V  the 

—*————        I         I  

h  This  accident  happened  by  their  ftriking  upon  the  fand 
caird  the  Lemon  and  C;re,  fixteen  leagues  fiom  the  mouth  of 
the  Humber.  Two  things  were  very  remarkable,  that  the 
duke  took  extraordinary  care  of  colonel  John  Churchill,  after- 
wards duke  of  Marlborough,  and  called  him  firft  into  the  boat. 
The»other  was,  that  the  mariners  aboard  the  finking  veflel, 
gave  a  loud  huzza,  when  they  faw  the  duke  in  fafety.  Bifliop 
Burnet's  account  of  this  matter,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  forgot. 
"The  duke,  fays  he,  got  into  a  boat,  and  took  care  of  his 
**  dogs,  and  feme  unknown  perfons  who  were  taken,  from 
••  that  etrneft  care  of  his,  to  be  his  priefts.  The  long  boat 
*•  went  off  with  very  few  in  her,  though  flie  might  have  car- 
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the  lofs  of  this  (hip,  fir  Jchn^  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
navy,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial ;  but  it  appearing  clearly 
to  have  happened  through  another  man*s  fault,  he  was  not 
only  acquitted,  but  continued  ftill  in  as  great  favour  a« 
ever,  both  with  the  ^\ng  and  duke,  who  frequently  con- 
fulted  him  as  to  the  management  of  the  navy. 

When  a  refolution  was  taken  in  1683,  to  blowup 
Tangier,  and  a  confiderable  fleet  was  fent  thither  under  the 
command  of  lord  Dartmouth,  fir  yohn  Berry  was  made 
choice  of  to  be  his  vice-admiral,  and  had  the  fole  command 
of  the  fleet,  while  his  lordlhip  was  on  fhore,  diredling  the 
blowing  up  of  the  works.  In  this  critical  expedition,  fir 
John  gave  fuch  remarkable  teftimonies '  '  his  courage  and 
condu£>,  and  took  fuch  care  in  bringing  ofFall  the  Englijhy 
and  their  efFedls,  that  upon  his  return  home,  he  was  made 
a  commiflioner  of  the  navy  j  in  which  poft  he  continued 
to  the  d^y  of  his  death  ». 

Under  the  reign  of  king  James  II.  he  was  in  as  high 
favour,  as  he  could  defire,  the  king  conftantly  confulting 
him  in  matters  relating  to  the  management  of  the  fleet,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  commiflioners  called  in  on  that  great  re- 
form of  the  navy  mentioned  m  theclofe  of  our  laft  volume,'* 
and  had  the  chief  hand  in  bringing  things  into  thatcxqui- 

fite 

*'  ried  off  above  eighty  more  than  flie  did.  One  hundred  and 
"  fifty  perfons  periftied,  fome  of  them  men  of  great  quality.'* 
The  Gloucefter  frigate,  was  a  (hip  of  forty  guns,  there  were 
upwards  of  fifty  perfons  faved  with  the  duke,  and  that  eighty 
more  fhould  be  able  to  go  into  her  long  boat,  is  a  fad  that  will 
gain  but  little  credit  at  Wapping.  Jdlefides,  the  keeping  the^ 
people  out,  was  fir  John  Berry's  a<Sl,  and  if  there  h?d  been  any 
iach  circnmftances  of  cruelty,  one  can.  fcarce  believe  the  failors 
>yould  have  tertified  fo  much  joy  at  his  royal  highnefs's  cfcape., 
i  Memoirs  of  the  lord  Dartmouth,  cited  in  the  former  life. '  ■ 
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fite  order,^  in  which  they  were  found  when  the  king  with- 
drew to  France  K  He  was  not,  however,  confidercd  folcly 
9Sl  a  commiflioner,  and  as  a  man  no  longer  fit  for  a£live  em- 
ployment ;  for,  when  it  was  known  that  the  Dutch  medi- 
.  tated  an  invafion,  and  a  fleet  was  fitted  out  to  de/end  our 
co?»fls,  fir  John  Berry  was  appointed  vice- admiral,  and  hoifl- 
cd  his  flag  on  board  the  Elizabeth,  a  third  Rate,  the  ad- 
iniral,  lord  Dartmouth,  being  in  the  Refelutiony  and  the 
irear-admira),  lord  Berkley,  oiStratton,  firft  in  the  Montague, 
and  then  in  the  Edgar.  After  the  landing  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  when  lord  Dartmouth  thought  fit  to  leave  the  fleet, 
the  fole  command  of  it  devolved  on  fir  John  Berry,  who 
held  it  until  it  was  laid  upl. 

The  change  of  the  government,  wrought  none  in  the 
condition  of  our  admiral.  An  experienced  officer,  and  a 
man  of  honour,  will  be  a  welcome  fe):vant  to  every  prince. 
King  William  was  one  who  valued  abilities,  and  underilood 
them,  and  therefore  he  often  fent  for  fir  John  Berry,  to 
confer  with  him  on  naval  affairs;  and  once  particularly  the 
king  engaged  with  him  in  (o  clofe  and  earned  a  converfa- 
tion,  that  it  took  up  the  whole  night,  and  fir  John  was 
not  difmifTed  the  royal  clofet,  until  it  was  pretty  far  ad- 
vanced in  the  mornings.  Yet  this  favour  brought  him 
no  accefiion  either  of  poft  or  profit ',  he  kept  what  he  had, 
and  probably  thought  that  fufficient,  being  commiffioner  of 
%\ic  navy,  governor  of  Deal  Cajile,  and  captain  of  an  in- 
dependant  company.  We  now  haflen  to  the  laft  fcene  of 
his  life,  over  which  fiich  a  curtain  has  been  drawn,  as  leaves 
it  not  in  our  power  to  let  in  the  light.    He  was  ordered^ 

in 

k  Memoirs  relating  to  the  ftjite  of  the  royal  navy  of  England, 
by  Samuel  Pepys,  eiq;  p.  52.  1  Kennet,  Bjurnet,  Burchet, 

Oldmixon,  &c.  m  From  the  memoirs  before-mentioned . 
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in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  February,  169 1,  to  Port/^ 
mouth,  to  pay  off  Tome  (hips  there ;  and  while  I^e  was  em- 
ployed in  the  difcharge  of  this  office  on  board  one  of  them, 
he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill,  and  thereupon  carried  on  (hore 
to  Port/mouth ;  where,  in  three  or  four  days,  it  was  given 
out  that  he  died  of  a  fever;  but,  upon  opening  his  body,  it 
appeared  clearly  to  the  phyficians  and  furgeons,  who  werp 
prefent,  that  he  did  not  die  a  natural  death,  but  that  he 
had  been  difpatched  out  of  the  world  by  poifon  ;  though 
by  whom,  or  for  what  reafon,  never  appeared,  at  leaft  it 
was  never  made  public  ". 

In  his  private  life,  his  wifdom,  beneficence,  integrity, 
and  unfeigned  attachment  to  the  church  of  Enghnd,  were 
as  confpieious  as  his  courage,  and  other  military  virtues,  in 
his  public  chara£ter.  So  that  he  died  equally  lamented  by 
all  who  knew  bim,  either  as  a  privj^e  gentleman,  or  as  gfi 
Englijb  admiral.  His  corpfb,  according  to  hi^  own  direc- 
tion, was  carried  from  Portfmmth  to  L&ndmt  «)nd  decently 
interred  in  the  chancel  oiStipnty  church,  where  a  noble  mo- 
nument is  eredled  to  his  memory,  all  of  white  marble, 
adorned  with  his  buft  in  alabafter.  Over  his  head  are  the 
arms  of  his  fomily,  viz.  in  a  field,  Gults,  three  bars,  Or^ 
and  on  a  white  marble  table  underneath,  the  following 
infcription,  *,     ^, 

"  Ne  id  nefcias,  lector,  D.  Johannes  Berry,  Devonienfi% 
**  dignitate  equeflrichrus,  mari  tantum  non  imperator,  d(e 
*^  rege  &  patria  (quod  h  barbari  norunt)  bene  meritus, 
**  magnam  ob  res  fortiter  geftas  adeptus  gbriam  famae 
^  fatur,  poil  raultas  repo/tatas  vidiorias,  cum  ab  aliis  vinci 


<c 


non 


,ri,. 


X'his  gentleman  might  be  faid  to  die  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  if  we  confider  him  as  an  admiral ;  fmce  he  was  very  littJe 
loere  than  fifty  -fix^  when  tiius  cjurie^  of. 


**. 
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'*  non  potuit,  fatis  ceifit  14  Feb.  1691,  baptizatus  7  Jan, 

;'  1635."  '      ' 

The  lad^  of  fir  'John  Berry  furvived  him  many  years, 
but  he  left  no  iflue  by  h  '•;  or,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn,  ever  had  any  ». 


'Memoirs of ^i^r//C7i^  H ERB E Rr,h2irin 

Herbert   of  'Torbay^  earl  of  Torringtotiy  and  ad- 

;     miral  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  of 

England.  ^ 

'"T  T  is  the  duty  of  hiftorians  to  report  things  fairly,  and 
'  §  to  fpeak  of  men  impartially,  without  exaggerating 
their  virtues  or  their  vices,  by  exhibiting  their  charadler^ 
to  poderity  in  that  light  in  which,  after  the  beft  enquiry 
they  are  able  to  make,  they  appear  to  themfelves :  for  as 
vrater  never  rifes  higher  than  its  fource,  (o  it  is  inipoiTible 
that  an  author  fhould  do  more  for  his  reader,  than  his  tar 
lents  and  his  informations  will  permit.  The  )atter  were  fo 
inconfiderable  when  this  work  was  firft  written,  that  it  was 
thought  more  expedient  not  to  attempt  ajife  of  this  noble 
perfon,  than  to  repeat  a  few  fa£ts  and  dates  fo  indifferently 
conne^ed,  as  that  it  could  not  be  prefumed  they  would 
give  even  the  mofl  indulgent  perufer  any  fatisfai^ion.  Afr 
ter  much  pains  and  fearch,  fome  better  materials;  have  been 
found  ;  and  as  almofl  every  remarkable  tranfadion  of  (his 
great  man's  life  fell  within  the  coropafs  of  king  U^tUiami 
reign,  or  at  leaft  not  much  latier,  and  is  more  or  lefs  allied 
tothofe  tranfadhons  of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  it 
feemed  more  natural  to  place  what  we  have  to  fay  of  him 

here. 


*^i. 


°  This  particular  is  likewife  taken  from  hi^  brother's  mi;* 
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here,  than  at  the  time  of  his  death,  when  they  could  not 
fail  of  making  an  apparent  breach  ia  the  order  of  our 
hiftory. 

.  He  was  the  fon  of  fir  Edward  Herbert^  of  London^ 
knight,  of  the  noble  family  of  Herbert  of  Chirbury,  a 
branch  of  that  of  Pembrohy  which  fuffering  feverely  for 
the  loyalty  of  fir  Edward^  obliged  his  funs  to  think  oC 
making  their  fortunes  by  their  induftry  and  merit  p.  y/r- 
thury  the  eldeft,  though  he  had  a  fmall  eihte  of  his  own, 
made  the  fea  his  choice,  as  his  younger  brother,  Edward^ 
did  the  law ;  and  both  attained  the  higheft  flations,  the 
latter  becoming  chief  juftice  of  the  King* s -Bench  %  as 
v/ell  as  the  former  admiral  of  the  fleet  of  England,  Our 
young  feaman,  immediately  after  the  reftoration,  was 
much  taken  notice  of  by  his  royal  highnefs  James  duke  of 
Torky  by  whofe  favour  he  was  very  early  promoted  to  the 
command  of  one  of  his  majefty's  (hips  of  war ;  and  in  the 
firfl  Dutch  war,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  he  commanded 
the  Pembroke  in  the  Streights '.  Hs  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
there,  according  to  the  manner  of  thofe  times,  in  a  very 
high  degree,  as  appears  from  the  following  extra<^  of  a  letr 
ter  from  Cadizt^dzitd.  in  March,  1667,  which  I  chufe  to 
give  in  the  fame  plain  and  artlefs  language  in  which  it  was 
wrote,  rather  than  hazard  any  variation  in  the  fadts,  by 
attempting  to  give  it  a  better  drefs. 

'*  Captain  Herbert,  in  the  Pembroke,  is  now  in  this 

*'  port,  being  newly  returned  from  a  frefli  difpute  with  a 

''  Z^a/tf;7<a^  man  of  war  of  thirty-four  guns,  and  one  hun- 

,  .  «  dred 

P  Peerage  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  317.  9  Wood's  Athetv 
Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  992.  •»  An  impartial  account  of  fome  rer- 
markable  paffages  in  the  life  of  Arthur  earl  of  Torrin^tori,  &c. 
1691.  4to. 
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^  dred  ahd  eighty  mbn,  with  whom  he  fought  (bme  days 
*'  before  in  fight  of  that  bay,  from  two  in  (he  afternoon, 
*^  till  the  night  put  an  end  to  that  day's  work.    All  that 
*''  night  the  Pembroke  frigate  carrying  out  a  light  for  the 
*^  ZealandeTy  and  the  next  morning,  being  to  the  wind- 
^'  ward,  fired  a  gui.,  and  bore  up  to  re-engage  her  %  but 
*'  the  Zealander^  being  the  nimbler  failer,  bore  away  once 
*'  or  twice  before  the  wind,  declining  any  farthei'  difpute, 
*^  which  the  frigate  perceiving,  and  fearing  to  be  put  to 
<<  leeward  of  the  port  by  a  fruitlefs  purfuit,  the  Wind  then 
*'  blowing  a  ftrong  levant,  came  again  for  the  bay,  which 
^*  the  Zealander  wanted  not  the  confidence  to  bonfl  of  as 
<*  a  mark  of  his  vi^^bry.    Since  this,  the  frigate  being 
*^  put  aihore  to  wafli  and  tallow,  thie  Zealander  made  fe- 
^'  vieral  challbnges,  but  went  out  again  to  fea,  before  the 
**  frigate  could  get  ready.    Yefterday  fnorning  the  Zea- 
*^  lander  c6ming  in,  the  frigate  beiilg  ready.  Went  out  to 
*^  meet  him,  and  p^ited  five  times  upon  hiiii  within  pifloU 
*•  (hot,  until  thfe  Zealander  finding  the  ferv"       -0  hot, 
' '  bore  in  for  the  bay,  purfued  for  aloiig  tiMt  y  die  fri* 
'    gate,  which bvihg  unable  to  overtake  him,  fired  her  chafe 
''  gun,  and  flood  out  again  to  fea,  th6  'Zealander  anfwe^r- 
*^  ing  her  challenge  with  a  friendly  faliite  oif  three  guns  to 
*'  leeward,  but  yet  thought  it  convenient  to  |)ut  into  the 
**  bay,  where  he  triumjphantly  fired  all  his  guns,  leaving 
^'  the  Pembroke  at  fea  in  vain  attending  hitn  till  the  next 
^'  morning.  The  captain  of  the  Z^^A^nJ/r  afterwards  came 
**  ^ore,  endeavouring  to  perfWadc  the  pedpte  that  his 
**  main-mafl  was  difabled,  and  that  he  wanted  (hot  for 
*^  his  guns.    In  this  difpute  the  frigate  had  feven  men 
*^  killed,  and  fivo  hurt,  but  none  mortally,  and  her  fore- 

**  maft 
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«  Riaft  fomcwhat  difabled,  but  will  fpeedily  be  refitted 
<(  and  made  ferviceable." 

Hs  continued  after  this  aiFair  in  the  Streights  for  about 
Hx  weeks,  till  he  had  advice  that  rear-admiral  Kempthorne  * 
was  failed  with  his  fquadron  for  the  Streighti-mo\xi\  where 
he  took  care  to  join  him  with  a  fmall  fleet  of  fixteen  or 
feventeen  merchant- men  under  his  convoy,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  rear-admiral  to  England.     They  met  with 
nothing  extraordinary  in  their  pafTage,  till  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  of  May^  when  being  off  the  ifland  of 
Portland,  the  Pitnbroke  ran  foul  of  the  Fairfax  in  the 
night,  and  funk  at  once ;  but  captain  Herbert^  and  moft 
of  his  crew,  were  happily  faved,  there  being  none  loft  in 
the  veflTel  but  a  few  fick  men,  who  were  not  able  to  help 
themfelves,  and  whom  the  fuddennefs  of  the  accident,  and 
the  confufion  every  body  was  in,  hindered  being  aAiAed 
by  others.     After  this  narrow   efcape,  captain   Herbert 
went  on  board  another  (hip  of  the  fquadron,  and  arrived 
Cafely  at  Port/mouth  f 

It  was  not  long  before  he  had  another  (hip  given  him, 
and  both  in  that,  and  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  he  be- 
haved upon  all  occafions  with  great  fpirit  and  refolution, 
receiving  feveral  wounds,  and  loAng  the  fight  of  one  of 
his  eyes  ir.  his  country's  fervice ;  all  which  confidered,  it 
muft  feem  very  ftrange,  that  when  he  fell  afterwards  under 
misfortunes,  his  courage  (hould  be  difputed.  In  one  of  the 
laft  fca- fights  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war,  he  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  Cambridge^  in  which  fir  Fretchville  HoHit 
had  been  killed  in  the  battle  ofSolebay^  and  as  captain  Hgr- 
hert  fucceeded  in  his  command,  •  he  w^s  very  near  faceted- 

ing 
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•  Sec  the  Memoirs  of  admiral  Kempthorne.  '  Monthly 

IntelUgonie,  foreign  and  domelli:^  May  1667. 
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ing  alfo  to  the   fame  difaftcr,    being  dcfperately  wounded 
ill    the    adlion,    and  his  (hip  (o  difabicJ,  that,    together 
with  the  Rejotution^  which  was  in  as  bad  a   condition,  (he 
was  by  prince  Rupert  fent  home  to  refit  u.    After   that  war 
was  over,  captain  Herbert  had  ieifure  to  attend  the  court, 
and  to  folicit  the  rewards  that  were  due  to  his  fcrvices,  in 
which  he  met  with  ail  poffible  kindncfs  horn  the  duke  of 
Torky  who,  as  he  had  been  hitherto  careful  of  big  fortunes, 
thought  himfcif  obliged  to  aflift  'him  in  his  pretcnfions,  fo 
that  in  the  year  1680,  or   168 1,  he  was  made  rear  admi- 
ral of  the  Blue  *  ;  and  from  that  time  was  confidered  as  a 
perfon  who  had  as  much  probability  of  nTing  as  any  in  the 
fervice.     It  was  not  long  before  an  occafion  offered  which 
juflified  this  conjedure  j  for   it  being  found  necciTary  to 
fend  a  fupply  of  troops  and  military  flores  to  Tangier^  then 
in  cur  hands,  as  alfo  a  fquadron  to  curb  the  infolsnce  of 
the  Algerines,  who,  notwithflanding  the  treaties  that  had 
been  concluded  but  a  few  years  before,  began  again  to  di- 
fturb  our  commerce,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  command  of 
this  armament  (hould  be  given  to  admiral  Herbert  y,  who 
was    accordingly   inftrudted   to  contribute    as    much   as 
poflible  to  the  raifing  th6  fiege  of  Tangitr  ;  and  when  that 
was  done,  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours  to  bring  the  Algerims 
to  a  fubmiffion,  and  to  a  new  treaty,  upon  better  and  more 
explicit   terms,  than  that  they  had  lately  broken,  which 
they  pretendeij  to  explain  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  juftify 
their  piracies. 


u  Account  of  the  proceedings  of  his  majefty's  fleet  under  the 
command  of  his  ferene  higlyiefs  prince  Rupert,  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  and  duke  of  Cumberland,  p.  4.  ^  So  I  find  it  in  nn 
account  of  naval  promotions  extrafted  from  fecretary  Pepy^'s 
papers.  J  Biirchet'i  naval  hijdory. 
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Iti  1682  rear  zdtnM  Hnbtrt  failed  into  the  Mtdittr* 
tanean  with  a  ftiong  fquadron,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  tenders  and  ftorefhips,  which  arrive,  very  fafe  under 
his  convoy  zi  Tangier,  He  found  that  fortrefs  not  a  little 
flraitened  by  the  Moors^  by  whom  it  was  fo  clofely  blocked 
up,  that  nothing  could  enter  it  by  land.  Mr.  Herbert  not 
only  relieved  the  garrifon,  by  the  fcafonable  fupply  that  he 
brought  of  provifions  and  military  flores^  but  refolved  alfo 
to  reftore  his  countrymen  :o  liberty  as  well  as  plenty,  by 
compelling  the  enemy  to  raife  the  blockade.  He  landed^ 
with  this  view  as  many  feamen  out  of  the  fleet  as  he  could 
pofTibly  fpare,  formed  them  into  a  battalion,  and  by  at- 
tacking the  Moon  on  one  fide,  while  the  garrifon  made  a 
brisk  fally^  and  drove  them  from  moft  of  their  pofts  on 
the  other,  obliged  them  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
place,  and  to  retire  further  within  land  *.  He  executed 
the  other  part  of  his  charge  with  fefpeft  to  the  Alg^uneSf  * 
with  equal  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  deftroyed  fome  of  their  (hips, 
and  difpofed  things  in  fuch  a  manner  to  difturb  and  diftrefs 
that  ftate  by  fea,  as  obliged  the  Dey  to  fummon  a  Divan  ; 
in  which  it  was  refolved  to  enter  into  an  immediate  nego- 
tiation with  thp  Engli/h  admiral  j  the  terms  were  very  fpcc- 
dily  fettted^  without  any  of  thofe  ambiguities,  which  lefc 
them  pretences  for  breaking  their  treaties  when  they  pleafed/ 
and  the  bufinefs  of  his  expedition  being  happily  over,  he 
returned  home  fafe  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command^ 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  year  \ 

Vol.  in.  T  Sowt 
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Some  timeafcer  this,  but  whether  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charlt\  the  fccond,  or  King  JamtSy  I  am  not  able  to  fay, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral,  and  was  as 
much  eOeemed  by  the  feamen,  and  in  as  high  credit  at 
court  as  any  officer  in  the  fervicc.  The  favours  he  had 
received  from  the  duke  of  Tork  gave  him  room  to  exped 
farther  preferments  upon  theacceftion  of  that  prince  to  the 
throne ;  nor  was  he  deceived  in  his  expe<^ation;,  fince  in 
the  beginning  of  the  new  reign,  he  was  made  vice-admiral 
ot  England^  and  mafter  of  the  robes  b,  there  being  at  that 

'  time  no  man  of  his  rank  who  was  more  heartily  attached, 
either  to  the  goverifment,  or  to  the  perfon  of  that  prince 

»  than  mr.  Herbert,  But  when  the  fcheme  for  repealing  the 
teft  a£t  came  under  confideration,  and  Wxngjames  thought 
fit  to  clofet  fuch  of  his  officers  in  the  army  and  fleet  as  had 
feats  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  it  quickly  appeared,  that  vice- 
admiral  Herbert  waj  none  of  thofe  complying  fpirits,  who^ 
for  the  fake  of  private  profit,  would  facrifice  the  intereft  of 
,  the  publick  c,  Hs  brother,  the  lord  chief  juftice  i//r^/r/, 
had  expofed  himfelf  to  publick  odium,  by  giving  judgment 

.  in  his  court  in  favour  of  the  king's  difpenfing  power,  upon 
an  acStion  brought  againft  ur  Edward  Hales,  who  had  ac- 
cepted an  employment  withoiu^  qualifying  himfelf  for  it  by 
taking  the  oaths  the  law  required,  znd  tho'  this  feemedin  fome 
meafure  to  have  done  all  that  the  king  wanted,  he  ftili  per- 
fifted  in  his  defign  of  having  the  teft  a£t  repealed  ;  which, 
amongft  other  extraordinary  confequences,  produced  the 
difgrace  of  vice-admiral  Herbert,  who  to  that  hour  had 
,-  nev?r  done  any  thing  to  difoblige  the  king,  or  had  perceiv' 

ed 


h  Coluber's  Columna  Rodrata*  p.  252, 
Memoirs ;  p.  341. 
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cd  the  leaft  coldncft  in  his  majefty  towards  him  *.  Wc 
have  this  ftoiy  at  large  in  biftiop  Burnet's  Hiftory  of  his 
Own  Times «,  with  fomc  inferences  from  it  that  arc  very 
juft,  I  (hall  give  it  the  reader  therefore  in  his  own  words. 

*'  So  little  regard,  fays  that  prelate,  had  the  chief  ju (lice's 
<*  neareft  friends  to  h'n  opinion  in  this  particular,  that  his 
•*  brother  admiral  Herbert^  being  preflcd  by  the  king  to 
"  promife  that  he  would  vote  the  repeal  of  th«  tcft,  an- 
^*  fwered  the  king  very  plainly,  that  he  could  not  do  it, 
**  either  in  honour  nor  confcicncc.  The  king  faid,  he 
"  knew  he  was  a  man  of  honour,  but  the  reft  of  his  life 
**  did  not  look  like  a  man  that  had  great  regard  to 
'*  confcience.  He  anfwered  boldly,  he  had  his  faults, 
'*  but  they  were  fuch,  that  other  people,  who  talk- 
•»  ed  more  of  confcience,  were  guilty  of  the  like, 
«  He  was  indeed  a  man  abandoned  to  luxury  and  vice  : 
"  But  though  he  was  poor,  and  had  much  to  lofe, 
**  having  places  to  the  value  of  four  thoufand  pounds  a 
"  year,  he  chofe  to  lofe  them  all  rather  than  comply.  This 
*<  made  much  noife :  for,  as  he  had  great  reputation  for 
**  his  conduit  in  fea  affairs,  fo  he  had  been  moft  paffion- 
*•  ately  zealous  in  the  king's  fervice  from  his  firft  fetting 
"  out  to  that  day.  It  appeared  by  this,  that  no  paft  fsrvice 
"  would  be  confidered  if  men  were  not  refolved  to  comply 
«  in  every  thing."  ■     "■  '^^t 

"^"Th  E  bifiiop  bears  very  hard  in  the  beginning  of  this  ac.^' 
count  of  the  vicc-admirars  behaviour,  upon  that  of  his  bro- 
ther the  chief  juflice,  as  he  does  likewife  in  many  othef 
places,  it  is  therefore  but  common  juftice  to  the  chara<5ter 

T  2  of 

A  An  impartial  account  of  feme  remarkable  pafTages  in  the 
life  of  Arthur  earl  of  Torrington,  &c,  ,.,-.-.— ^  liiltory  of 
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of  that  gentleman,  who  was  a  great  lawyer,  and  irt 
private  life  a  very  generous  worthy  man,  to  take  noticed 
that  he  was  very  far  from  being  fo  abfolute  a  time-ferver 
as  he  is  frequently  reprefented  j  fur  the  truth  is,  that  he 
fufFcred  as  well  as  his  brother  for  his  regard  to  the  pub- 
lick,  and  there  fcems  to  be  no  reafon  that  this  truth  (hould 
tiot  be  as  well  known.  When  king  James  found  it  was 
in  va^n  to  think  of  attaining  his  purpofes  by  a  parliament, 
he  placed  all  his  hopes  in  what  was  certainly  a  fitter  in- 
ftrument  for  anfwerinp  his  defign,  and  that  was  his  fland- 
ing  army.  Yet  in  the  management  of  this,  there  was 
fome  difficulty,  for  being  composed  of  Englijhmen^  they 
ihewed  an  inclination  rather  to  defert  their  colours  than 
to  ad  againfl  their  country.  To  prevent  this,  \X  was  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  an  a£l  of  parliament,  by  which  it 
was  made  felony  for  any  foldier  to  quit  his  colours  after  be- 
ing duly  inliiled  in  the  king's  fervice  in  time  of  war,  either 
in  parts  beyond  the  feas,  or  in  Scotland,  But  to  make 
this  law  operate  in  Englandy  was  not  very  confonant  to 
law,  how  much  foever  it  might  be  to  the  king's  will  in 
this  point;  therefore  the  lord  chief  juflice  Htrbert  was  r;s  far 
from  complying  in  this,  as  his  brother  the  admiral  had  been 
in  that  of  the  tefl ;  vpon  which  he  was  removed/  :^nd  was 
fucceeded  in  his  high  cffice  by  fir  Rob«rt  Wright ^  who  not 
long  after  hanged  a  poor  foldier  upon  that  flatute  by  way 
of  wetting  his  commiiHon  t  It  is  true,  that  fir  Edward 
Herbert  followed  the  fortunes  of  his  mafler,  and  remained 
with  him  in  France,  which  fhewed  that  what  he  did  u[  m 
the  bench,  proceeded  purely  from  confcience,  and  not  from 
any  private  reafon  of  hope  or  fear  whalcver.  But  this 
conduct  of  the  chief  juflice  in  fucceeding  times,  was  thrown 
*•'  in 


^  Wood'*  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  col.  69a. 
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In  the  teeth  of  his  brother,  and  ill-natured  people  took  oc 
cafion  to  fuggeft,  that  it  was  very  unlikely  one  (hould  be 
faithful  to  king  IVilliam^  while  the  other  wat  excepted  out 
ofalla£t8of  indemnity  for  his  adherence  to  king  J  amis  c 
But  let  us  now  quit  this  fhort  digreflton,  which  however 
(hews  what  fendments  the  foundeft  lawyers  had  of  a  (land- 
ing army  in  thofc  days,  in-  order  to  return  to  the  condu£l 
of  vice-admiral  Hitbtrt,  after  he  was  removed  from  hi^ 
employments,  and  reduced  to  the  flate  of  a  private  man, 
with  no  very  confidcrable  fortune  to  fupport  ever.  that. 

The   fmall  appearance  there  was  of  his  being  able  i6 
live  with  honour  or  even  with  fafety  at  home,  and  his  in- 
clination to  follow  many  perfons  of  great  reputation,  who  at 
that  junfture  chofe  to  retire  abroad,   induced   Mr.  Herbert 
to  withdraw  to  Holland,  whither  he   was  either  accompa- 
nied or  quickly    followed  by  his   brother  colonel   hkrhert, 
and  by^his  coufm  Henry  Herbert  efq ;    whom  king  iPiltiam 
afterwards  created  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury.     Upon  his  ar- 
rival at  the  Haguct  the  vice-admiral  was  exceedingly  well 
received,  and  not  long  after  t^krn  into  the  fervicc  of  the 
flates,  which  was  a  very  prudent  and  bentficial  ftep,  num- 
bers of  EngUJhhzm^n  foUov/ing,  and  entering  for  his  fake 
into  the   Dutch  fervicc  *»,  which  convinced  the  dates  that 
things  were  come  to  a  crifis  in  Englandy  and  that  the  king 
had  loft  the  afFctlions  of  h'u  fuhjedls  to  a  ftrange  degree, 
when  thcfeamen,  whoofall  otheis  had  (hewed  themfelves 
moft  hearty  in  his  caufe,  began  to   forfake  him.     At  the 
prince  of  Orange's  court,  vice-admiral  Herbert  was  very 
fincerely  welcomed  •  he  was  known  to  be  a  man   of  great 

i^T  3  weight 
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R  In  many  of  the  pamphlets  after  the  earl's  difgracc  this  was 
r«fle£t«d  on  and  the  author  of  the  impartial  account  apoIogi/.cA 
for  it.  *»  Sir  John  Reresby's  memoirs  p.  266. 
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weight  and  experience  ;  one  that  perfe£Uy  underftood  the 
ftate  of  the  Engliftt  fleet,  and  the  temper  and  chara<^ers  of 
the  officers  who  commanded  it ;  fo  that  there  is  no  great 
I'eafon  to  wonder  he  was  treated  with  very  high  refpeft, 
and  received  into  the  moft  entire  confidence,  more  efpeci- 
ally  as  he  took  care  to  maintain  his  Jignity  by  a  very  cau* 
tious  and  referred  behaviour,  contrary  tj  that>  heat  and 
vehemence  exprefled  by  fome  other  perfons,  \cho  thought  to 
make  their  cour^,  by  reprefenting  an  attempt  upon  England^ 
as  a  thing  that  uiight  be  eafily  accomplifhed  ;  whereas  the 
vice-admiral  underftood  and  fpoke  of  it,  as  an  undertaking 
that  required  a  very  confid^rable  ftrength,  and  much  deli- 
beration i. 

The  fame  prelate  we  have  before  quoted,  gives  us  on 
this  occafion  a  very  different  charafler  of  Mr.  Herbert^ 
from  that  which  he  had  drawn  before  in  order  to  (hew 
how  great  his  own  merit  was  in  managing  a  man,  who 
was  altogether  uiflra^ahle  in  the  hands  of  others,  and  even 
of  the  princt  himfelf;  the  pafTage  is  very  curious,  and  there^ 
fore  the  reader  (hall  fee  it,  in  the  bifhop's  own  words'^, 
"Admiral  Herbert  came  over  to  Holland,  and  was  re^ 
<<  ceived  with  a  particular  regard- to  his  pride  and  ill  hu- 
*«  mour  :  f.  r  he  was  upon  every  occafion  fo  fullen  and 
<<  peevifh,  that  it  was  plain  he  fet  a  high  value  on  himfelf, 
"  and  expected  the  fame  of  all  others.  He  had  got  his  ac- 
*'  counts  paft.,  in  which  he  complained,  that  the  king  had 
<<  ufed  hirii,  not  only  hardly,  but  unjuftly.  He  was  a  man 
"  delivered  up  to  pride,  and  luxury,  yet  he  had  a  good 
<<  under. %t.ding,  and  he  had  gained  fo  great  a  reputation 

"  by 


»  An  impartial  account  of  many  remarkable  paffages  in  th« 
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<*  by  his  ftcady  behaviour  in  England^  that  the  prince  un- 
^'  derilood,  that  it  was  expe^ed  he  (hould  ufe  him,  as  he 
*'  himfelf  fliould  defirc  ;  in  which  it  was  not  very  ealy  to 
**  him  to  conftrain  himfelf  fo  far  as  that  required.  The 
''  managing  him  was  in  a  great  meafure  put  on  me  :  and 
**  it  was  no  eafy  th-ng.  It  made  me  often  refle£l  on  the 
providence  of  God,  that  makes  fomemen  inftruments  in 
great  things,  to  which  they  themfelves  have  no  fort  of 
afFe£lion  or  difpofition  :  for  his  private  quarrel  with  t^e 
"  lord  Dartmouth,  who  iie  thought  had  more  of  the  king's 
**  confidence  than  he  himfelf  had,  was  believed  the  root  of 
*'  all  the  fuUennefs  he  fell  under  toward  the  king,  and  of 
"  all  the  firmncfs  that  grew  out  of  that." 

lit  muft  appear  more  wonderful  than  any  thing  obferved 
by  our  hiftorian,  if  this  was  the  real  chara^tier  of  the  man, 
that  the  ftates  general,  and  the  prince  of  Orange^  ihould 
give  him  the  title  of  lieutenant-general-admiral,  and  intruft 
him  with  the  fupreme  command  1  of  their  fleet j  it  is  true 
our  author  fays,  that  this  was  not  very  eafy  to  the  ftates,  or 
to  the  prince  himfelf,  who  thorght  it  an  dbfurd  thing,  fiut 
why  did  they  do  it  then  ?  nothing  lefs,  feys  he,  would  coa- 
Jent  Herbert.  If  this  was  fo,  we  have  fbme  reafi^n  to  be- 
lieve*  that  the  ftates  and  the  prince  of  Orange  had  a  very 
high  opinion  of  his  talents,  or  of  his  intereft,  in  taking  fo 
extraordinary  a  ftep,  merely  becaufe  he  would  not  be  con- 
tent without  it  >".  But  it  is  more  probable,  that  he  was 
put  at  the  head  of  the  fleet,  becaufe  there  were  many  rea- 
fons  that  made  him  the  propereft  man  for  that  command, 
fuch  as  the  nature  of  the  defign  itfelf,  his  intereft  among 
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the  officers  of  the  Englijb  navy,  his  perfect  acquaintance 
with  our  coafts,  his  being  moft  likely  to  engage  the  gover- 
nors  of  fea-port  towns,  to  come  into  the  prince,  and  above 
iall,  the  neceifity  they  were  under  of  having  (ome  Englijhman 
in  a  high  poft,  to  prevent  the  people  from  confidering 
this  as  a  hoftile  invasion.  Now,  if  we  view  this  matter 
in  thefe  lights,  it  is  no  difficult  thing  to  fee,  that  of  all  the 
Englijh  who  were  about  his  royal  highnefs,  vice-admiral 
Herbert  was  in  every  refpe£):  the  fitteft  man  to  be  intruded 
with  that  command;  and  therefore,  if  nothing  elfe  would 
content  him,  it  might  not  proceed  from  pride,  from  ambi- 
tion, or  ill  humour,  but  from  his  making  a  right  judg- 
ment of  things,  and  knowing  that  nothing  could  contri- 
bute fo  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize;  yet  of  the 
two,  it  is  infinitely  more  probable,  that  he  did  not  infiil: 
upon  this  himfelf,  but  that  the  State's  and  the  prince  of 
Gr^ff^^  conferred  the  command  upon  him,  as  a  thing 
which  they  faw  to  be  very  expedient,  or  rather  abfolutely 
pccefTary  ».  ,  > 

It  was  certainly  a  wtty  extraordinary  undertaking  in  ail 
refpefb,  and  will  appear  fo,  if  we  reflect  that  a  great  army 
was  to  be  embarked  ;  that  leven  hundred  tranfports  were 
to  be  prepared  for  that  embarkation  ;  that  provifions,  am- 
munition, and  every  thing  requifite  for  the  fervice  as  well 
of  the  army,  as  of  the  fleet,  was  to  be  procured  in  a  fhort 
time,  and  with  the  utmofl  fecrecy  ;  all  which  was  actually 
done  by  the  indi'fatigable  diligence  of  four  commiilioners, 
viz.  Bentincky  Dykvelty  Van  Hulji^  and  Herbert:  it  is 
plain  therefore,  that  his  skill  in  directing  what  was  requi- 
fite for  the  fleet,  was  intirely   relied  on  j  and  ijf  he  had 

been 
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been  fuch  a  haughty,  morbfe,  over-bearing  perfon  he  . 
couid  have  hardly  maintained  a  fair  correfpondence  with 
his  coUegues  for  fo  long  a  fpace  as  they  were  engaged  in 
making  tbefe  preparations :  as  to  which  our  hiftorian  tell  us 
that  they  were  two  months  conftantly  employed  in  giving 
all  the  necefTary'orders,  which  they  did  with  fo  little  noife, 
that  nothing  broke  out  all  that  time  «.  After  fuch  an  in- 
fiance  of  his  capacity,  and  indefedgable  oare,  they  might 
well  expe£l  that  the  reft  of  his  conduct  would  be  of  a  piece. 
But  what  feems  farther  to  explain  the  real  intention  of  the 
f^ates  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  in  trufting  vitie*admirat 
Herbert^  though  a  ftranger,  with  fo  high  a  command  was, 
the  publifhing  his  letter  to  the  commanders  of  the  Engltjh 
fleet,  at  the  very  fame  time  with  the  prince  of  Oraw^^'s 
declaration,  for  if  they  had  not  placed  very  ftrong  hopes  up- 
on  that,without  queilion  it  had  never  been  publi(hed  at  all; 
and  if  they  had  fuch  hopes,  this  alone  will  fuf]icient]y  ac- 
coMnt  for  the  giving  him  the  chief  command  under  tl^c 
prince  of  Orangs^to  whom,  by  the  nature  of  his  commiflion, 
he  was  lieutenant-general  by  fea.  Neither  were  thefe  hopes 
of  influencing  the  Englijh  feamen  flightly  grqunded,  |inc.e 
the  pamphlets  wrote  in  thofe  times  univerfaily  agree,  that 
the  feamen  had  a  very  general  and  warm  aver  Hon  to  po- 
pery, difliked  and  defpifed  fuch  of  their  officers  as  had  cm* 
braced  that  religion,  and  were  very  prone  in  their  cups  to 
drink  arlmiral  Herhfrf%  health ;  fo  that  thefc  were  very 
firong  indications  cf  their  ill  will  on  one  fide,  and  their 
gpod  will  on  the  other  p. 
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J,  Jt  is  howrever  true, that  this  letter  had  not  the  efFe£^  that  was 
expe<Sted  from  it,  or  rather  had  not  fuch  an  eflfe<Sl  fo  foon 
as  it  was  expelled ;  but  this  was  chiefly  owing  to  unforefeen 
and  inevitable  accidents ;  neither  can  any  thing  be  affirm* 
ed  about  it  with  much  certainty  :  but  as  the'  letter  itfelf  is 
curious,  and  as  it  is  not  commonly  to  be  met  with,  unlefb 
in  a  Frtnch  tranflation,  it  may  not  be  difagreeable  to  the 
reader  here ;  and  there  is  the  more  reafon  to  infert  if,  be- 
caufe  nothing  can  have  a  defer  relation  to  this  noble  per- 
fon's  memoirs,  fince  it  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  the 
moft  remarkable  and  moft  important  .paper  that  ever  fell 
from  his  pen,  and  was  conceived  in  the  following  words. 

To  all  commanders  of  Jhips  and  feamen  in  bis 

majejly's  feet. 

Gentlemen, 

T  H  A  V  E  little  to  add  to  what  his  highnefs  has  exprcfTed 
In  general  terms,  befldes  laying  before  you  the  dan- 
gerous way  you  are  at  prefent  in,  where  ruin  or  hifamy 
mufl  inevitably  attend  you,  if  you  do  not  join  with  the 
prince  in  the  common  caufe  for  the  defence  of  your  reli- 
gion and  liberties  j  for  fliould  it  pleafe  God  for  the  fms  of 
the  Englifl)  nation  to  fufFer  your  arms  to  prevail,  to  what 
end  can  your  vi£);pry  ferve  you,  but  to  enflave  you  deeper, 
and  overthrow  the  true  religion,  in  which  you  have  lived, 
and  your  fathers  died,  of  which  I  beg  you  as  a  friend  to  con-  * 
fider  the  confequences,  and  to  refle6^  on  the  blot  and  infa^ 
my  it  will  bring  on  you,  not  only  now,  but  in  all  after- 
ages,  that  by  your  means  the  proteflant  religion  was  de- 
ilroyed,  and  your  country  deprived  of  its  ancient  liberties  \ 

and 
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and  if  it  plcafes  God  to  blefs  the  prince's  endeavours  with 
fuccefs,  as  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  will,  confider  then  what 
their  condition  will  be  that  oppofe  him  in  this  fo  good  a 
dcfigii,  where  the  greateft  favour  they  can  hope  for  is  their 
being  fufFered  to  end  their  days  in  mifery  and  want,  de- 
tefted  and  defpifed  by  all  good  men. 

It  is'  therefore,  for  thefe,  and  for  many  other  reafons, 
too  long  to  infert  here,  that  I,  as  a  true  Englijhman^  and 
your  friend,  exhort  you  to  join  your  arms  to  the  prince  for 
the  defence  of  the  common  caufe,  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  the  liberties  of  your  country. 

It  is  what  I  am  well  ajTured,  the  major,  and  beftpart, 
of  the  army,  as  well  as  the  nation,  will  do  fo  as  foon  as 
convenience  is  offered.  Prevent  them  in  fo  good  an  adion 
while  it  is  in  your  power,  and  make  it  appear,  that  as  the 
kingdom  has  always  depended  on  the  ravy  for  its  defence, 
fo  you  will  yet  go  furtlier,  by  making  it  as  much  as  in  you 
lies  the  protection  of  her  religion  and  liberties,  and  then. 
you  may  afTure  yourfelves  of  all  marks  of  favour  and  ho* 
nour,  fuitable  to  the  merits  of  fo  gbriousan  a£ition.  After 
this  I  ought  not  to  add  fo  imorfiderable  a  thing,  as  th^ '  it 
will  for  ever  engage  me  to  be  in  a  moft  particular  manner, 

your  faithful  friend^ 
and  humble  fervant^ 

Ar.  Herbert. 


Aboard  the  Leyden 
in  the  Goree, 


When  every  thing  was  ready^  the  troops  were  em- 
baiked  with  fo  much  fpeed  and  fecrecy,  that  no  advices 
could  be  given  in  England  that  could  be  of  any  ufe  :  but 
notwithftanding  this  care,  the  fleet  was  obliged  to  return. 
They  failed  on  the  nineteenth  of  OMer,  1688,  and  they 

put 
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put  back  into  port  on  the  twenty-(tcond.  This  was  % 
great  difappointment ;  and,  without  doubt,  had  thing» 
been  managed  by  a  prince  of  lefs  firmnefi,  or  by  an 
.admiral  of  lefs  experience,  their  expedition  had  been 
loft  q.  It  is  reported,  that  admiral  Herbtrt  advifed  put- 
ting off  the  bufinefs  to  that  late  feafon  of  the  year,  becaufo 
he  judged,  that  the  winds  would  be  more  favourable ;  that 
the  king's  fleet  would  be  lefs  able  to  a£l ;  and  that,  when 
the  enterprize  was  fo  long  delayed,  it  would  be  concluded 
in  England  to  be  given  over.  His-  ferene  highnefs  came 
into  this  propofition  for  the  reafons  before  affigned,  and  for 
one  as  weighty  as  any  of  them,  which  was,  that  the  fea« 
fon  of  the  year  for  a  campaign  being  over,  the  French 
were  not  like  to  make  any  attempts,  and  confequently  the 
States  General  ran  little  or  no  hazard  by  their  troops  bcjng 
thus  employed  at  this  juncture  t.  It  is  on  all  tides  acknow* 
ledged,  that  it  was  owing  to  admiral  Herbert  that  the  prince 
of  Orange  laid  afide  his  intention  of  failing  northward  to 
the  Humberj  which  muft  have  been  attended  with  great 
incoi  veniencies,  as  no  fleet  could  lie  long  with  fafety  on  that 
coaft  ^:  but  it  is  not  certain  whether  he  gave  the  advice, 
which  however  was  followed,  of  publiftiing  in  all  the 
Dutch,  gazettes,  that  the  fleet  had  been  very  roughly  hand- 
led by  the  flprm,  that  abundance'of  horfes  had  been  thrown 
over  board  ;  that  many  perfons  of  diflin£lion,  and  parti- 
cularly Dr.  Burnet  were  caft  away  and  drowned,  which 
had  the  efiedl  that  was  expected  from  it,  of  perfwading 

fuch 
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fuch  %»  were  not  in  the  fecret,  that  the  expedition  was  to- 
tally overthrown,  and  that  it  mufl  be  poftponed  for  fome 
months  at  leail  t.  ' 

It  is  very  certain,  that  thid  unexpected  check  made 
many  people  mighty  uneafy,  and  occafioned  fome  very  extra- 
ordinary propofals  to  the  prince.  Amongft  the  reft,  one  was^ 
that  admiral  Herbtrt,  with  a  ftout  fquadron,   fliould  pro- 
ceed to  the  Engiijh  coaft,  and  fight  the  king's  fleet,    to 
which  he  was  not  at  all  averfe,  but  the  weather  rendered 
it  impradlicable.     The  prince  of  Orange^  however,  never 
altered  his  intention  in  the  leaft ;  hut  having  (^iven  the  ne- 
ceflary  orders  for  repairing  the  (hips,  and  refrefhing  the 
troop3,  which  was  foon  done,    the  fleet  failed  again,  upon 
the  firft  of  November  u,  and,  as  we  have  (hewn  elfewherc, 
arrived  fpeedily  and  fafely  on  the  Englijh  coaft,  where,  by 
the  skill  and  care  of  admiral  Herbert^  the  troops  were  very 
foon  landed,  and  by  his  intelligence  with  feveral  perfons  of 
diftin£tion  in  the  neighbourhood,  amply  fupplied  with  pro- 
yifions  and  other  lieceflar ics.  In  a  very  few  days  after,  the  good 
efie£ls  of  the  admiral's  letter  appeared  by  the  coming  in  of 
feveral  (hips  j  the  firft  of  which  was  the  Newcajile^  lying 
at  Plymouth^  under  the  command   of  captain  Churchill  x, 
and  the  way  being  once  broke,  the  feamen  declared  in  ge- 
ral  for  the  prince  j  from  all  which  it  fully  appeared,  how 
much  the  fuccefs  of  this  great  affair  was  owing  to  the  va- 
lour, vigilance,  and  prudence  of  this  noble  perfon. 

On  the  8ih  of  March  1688.  king  Ifilliam  granted  a 
commiifion  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  higi^  admiral  to 
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the  following  perfons,  viz.  Arthur  Herbert^  cfn;  ^thn  ear! 
of  Carbttjf  fit  MUhaei  Wharton^  fir  Thomas  Lee^  baronet, 
fir  John  Chichiltyy  knight,  fir  John  Lowther^  of  Wbite- 
havin^  baronet,  and  WiHlam  Sacheverel,  efq;  but  the  laft 
declined  accepting  th-^t  poft,  declaring,  that,  as  he  under- 
ftood  nothing  of  maritime  affairs,  he  could  not  accept  the 
falary  with  a  fafe  confcience  Y.  As  for  the  command  c'  <: 
fleet,  that  was  intruded  with  admiral  Herbert  frG.  ine 
beginning,  and  he  had  likewife  the  honour  of  bringing 
over  the  new  queen  ^.  We  have  already  given  a  large  ac- 
count of  his  behaviour  in  the  bufinefs  of  Bantry-Bay  *,  of 
the  motives  which  induced  him  to  fight  the  Fnnch  fleet, 
and  of  the  confequencei  of  that  action,  ccjle£led  as  well 
from  the  French  as  our  hiftorians  :  but  after  all,  perhaps 
the  reader  will  not  be  difpieafed  to  fee  the  account  publifli- 
ed  by  authority,  drawn  from  the  admiral's  own  letter  from 
on  board  the  Elizabeth^  dated  May  the  fecond,  1689,  and 
which  imported, 

*'  That  admiral  Herbert  having  refitted  at  Milford-Ha- 
<*  ven  the  damages  which  fome  of  his  fhips  had  fuftained 
*<  by  ill  weather  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland^  intended  to  go 
<'  dire£lly  for  Brejiy  but  the  wind  coming  eafterly,  which 
*'  might  bring  the  French  fleet  out,  he  flood  on  the  twen- 
<'  ty-fourth  paft,  over  to  KinfaUy  which  he  judged  the 
<'  likelieft  way  to  meet  them. 

*'  That  accordingly,  on  M  29th,  our  fcouts  made 
*'  flgnal  that  they  difcovered  a  fleet  keeping  their  wind, 

which  made  us  nkewife  keep  our  own  all  night,  to  hin- 

«'  dcr 
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"  der  them  from  getting  into  KinfaU,  The  thirtieth,  they 
**  heard  the  enemy  was  gone  into  Baitimon,  being  forty- 
**  four  fail }  whereupon  ours  bore  away  to  that  place,  but 
*•  found  there  was  no  fign  of  them.  Thatun  the  evening 
*<  our  fcc-its  got  fight  of  them  again  to  the  weftward  of 
"  Cape  CUar :  we  fteered  after  them,  and  found  they 
"  were  got  into  the  Bantry  ;  we  lay  off  the  bay  all  night, 
"  and  the  next  fhorning,  by  break  of  day,  ftood  in,  where 
**  we  found  them  at  anchor.  That  they  got  prefently 
<'  under  fail,  and  bore  down  upon  our  fleet,  in  a  line  com- 
*'  pofcd  of  twenty-eight  men  of  war  and  five  firefhips. 
"  That  when  they  came  within  musket- (hot  of  the  De* 
**  fiancey  the  headmoft  of  our  (hips,  the  French  admiral 
"  put  out  the  fignal  of  battle,  which  was  begun  by  them, 
"  they  firing  their  great  and  fmall  iTiot  very  furioufly  on 
"  the  Defiance,  and  the  reft,  as  We  came  in  our  line* 
**  That  then  we  made  feveral  boards  to  gain  the  wind,  or 
"  at  lead  to  engage  jthem  clofer ;  but  finding  that  way 
<*  of  working  verydifadvantageous,  admiral  Herbert  ftood 
**  cfFto  fea,  as  weU  to  have  got  our  fhips  into  a  line,  as  to 
**  have  gained  the  wind  of  the  enemy  ;  but  found  them  (o 
**  cautious  in  bearing  down,  that  we  could  never  get  anop- 
^'  portunily  of  doing  it;  and  in  this  pofture  continued 
"  battering  upon  a  ftretch  until  five  in  thp  afternoon,  when 
**  the  French  admiral  tacked  from  us,  and  ftood  away  far- 
**  thcr  into  the  bay. 

"  That  admiral  //<rr^/r/*8 fhip,  and  fome  of  the  reft^ 
^'  being  difabled  in  their  rigging,  we  could  not  follow 
"  them,  but  we.  continued  fome  time  after  before  the  bay, 
"  and  our  admiral  gave  him  a  gun  at  parting.  In  this  ac- 
**  tion,  captain  J^lmer  in  the  Por'tlandy  who  came  in  foon 

**  enough 


'«    * 


mx 


111 


'    Si. 


(!        t 


A. 


-w-^i',>^ 


i  <"V"-: 


tjt<f     iI.T.l#»*/-« 


304 


MEMOIRS    */ 


**  enough  for  the  battle,  with  others  of  the  fquadron  mtn* 
f*  tioned,  and  ninety > four  feamen  were  killed,  and  about 
*^  two  hundred  and  Hfty  wounded,  as  appears  by  a  furvey 
*^  uken  after  the  fight,  and  our  fliips  received  little  da- 
'*  mage  except  in  their  fails  and  rigging.  > 

**'  That  as  for  our  officers  and  feamen,  that  right  muft  be 
<^  done  them,  they  behaved  themfclves  with  all  the  cou- 
*'  rai^e  and  cheKtulnefs  that  could  be  expected  from  the 
**  braveft  men  ;and  that,  on  the  other  fide, without  lefien- 
*<  ing  the  enemy,  it  may  be  faid  that  they  either  wanted 
««  courageor  skill  to  make  ufe  of  the  advantage  of  the  place, 
«(  the  wind,  their  firefhips,  and  their  number,  being  at  leaft 
«<  double  our  force,  they  having  eighteen  (hips,  the  leafl  of 
*'  which  was  as  big  as  the  Elizabeth  -,  and  it  fo  happened 
*^  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  admiral  Htrbnt  had  with 
^*  him  but  eight  third  rates,  ten  fourth  rates,  one  fifth  rate, 
'<  and  two  tenders.  And  that  the  fleet  defigned  to  rendez- 
**«  vous  and  refit  at  Scilty**  ^ 

As  to  the  perfonal  behaviour  of  admiral  Htrhirt  in 
this  afiion,  it  was  altO£  ther  unexceptionable  •  he  was 
in  the  hottefl  of  the  fervice,  himfelf  had  feveral  of 
the  largefl  of  the  enemy's  (hips  upon  hini  at  a  time^ 
notwithftanding  which  he  continued  to  expofe  him- 
felf to  encourage  the  feamen  fword  in  hand  upon  the  quar- 
ter deck,  and  to  jlo  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  continue  the 
engagement,  infomuch,  that  many  thought,  that  if  the  refl 
of  the  officers  had  done  their  duty  as  well  as  he,  they  had 
given  a  better  account  of  the  French  than  they  did  *. 
For  which  fome  officers  were  called  to  a  court-martial,  and 
broke ;  fo  much  was  the  admiral  a  lover  of  difcipline.    On 

the 
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the  fifteenth  of  Atay^  when  the  king  dined  on  board  hii 
(hip,  he  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  great  fatisfa^tion  in  his  coH' 
duA,  and  declared  his  intention  of  creating  him  a  peer^ 
as  he  afterwards  did,  viz.  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  famt 
month,  by  the  title  of  baron  HerbM  of  T^bay,  and  earl 
of  Torrington  c.  The  houfe  of  commons  alfo  were  pleafed 
to  give  him  thanks  for  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  natioa 
in  taking  the  firft  opportnnity  to  fight  the  French  in  Ban* 
try- Bay  <*, 

The  reader  wiIl,|without  doubt,  be  better  pleafed  to  fee 
this  matter  fet  in  its  true  light  from  the  journal  of  the 
houfe ;  in  which  it  appears,  that  Arthur  Herbtrt  efq; 
then  burgefs  for  the  town  of  Plymouthy  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  and  being  in  his  place,  had  their  thanks  in  coitfe- 
quence  of  an  order  made  the  Saturday  before. 

Martts  210,  die  Matty  primo  ffiilielmi  ct  Maria, 

Mr.  fpeaker  gave  admiral  Herbert  the  thanks  of  the 
houfe  according  to  their  order  oi  Saturday  laft,  to  the  ef~ 
fe£t  as  foUoweth,  v/z.   . 

Admiral  Herbert, 
**  ^TM  HIS  houfe  hath  taken  notice  of  the  great  fervice 
"  JL  y*^^  ^^^^  performed  in  engaging  the  French  fleet : 
"  they  do  look  upon  it  a^  one  of  the  braveft  actions  done 
"  in  this  laft  age,  and  expeft  it  will  raife  the  reputation 
*'  of  the  Englijh  valour  to  its  ancient  glory.  I  do  there- 
"  fore,  by  the  command  of  this  houfe,  return  you  their 
•*  hearty  thanks  for  this  fervice,  and  defiilfe  you  that  will 

Vol.  III.  U  '*  commu- 

c  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  Kcnnet's  complete  hiftory  of 
England,  Oldmixon's  hiftory  of  the  Stuarts.  <*  Remark| 

on  the  reign  of  William  III.  / 
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<*  communioite  the  like  thanks  in  their  name  to  the  o^- 
<*  cers  and  feamen  that  ferved  under  your  command,  and 
<<  to  let  them  know  that  this  houfe  will  have  a  particular 
**  regard  of  their  mjerits,  and  take  care,  as  much  as  in 
*^  them  lies,  Co  give  them  all  due  encouragement/ 


» 


Whereupon  admiral /^rr^^r/  fpake  to  the  eifFe6l  as 
followeth. 


ce 


<c 


SIR, 

I  A  M  in  fome  confuHon  at  this  great  and  unexpe£i' 
ed  honour,  and  the  more,  becaufe  I  want  ~  words  to 
**  exprefs  my  fenfe  of  it.    The  bed  return  that  I  think 
**  mjrfelf  capable  of  making,  is  to  aflure  this    honour- 
*'  able  houfe,    that,   with   my   utmoft    hazard,    I  will 
*<  endeavour  by  my  future  a£lions,  to   deferve  it,    and 
<<  will  not  fail  to  obey  their  commands.^  in   acquainting 
**  the  ofEccrs    and  fcamcn  who  were  with  me,  of  the 
"^  •*  favourable  acceptation  by   this  houfe  of  their  fervicc. 
**  And  (ince  the  houfe  have  fo  favourable  an  opinion  of 
*'  their  aflions,  I  would  be^  their  leave  to  make  an  hum- 
^  *'  ble  motion,  and  I  think  it  is  a  thing  becoming  the  great- 
^<  nefs  of  this  nation,  and  indeed  has  been  the  care  of  al. 
**  moft  all  nations,  that  have  any  commerce  at  fea :  it  is 
<<  to  affign  fomfe  place  and  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  fuch 
^'  as  are  maimed  in  the  fervice  and  defence  of  their  coun- 
^  ••  try.    There  is  no  fufficient  provifton  made  at  prefent 
^<  in  this  kingdom,  and  indeed  it  is  too  great  a  charge  for 
^    *  *  the  crown.     I  therefore  humbly  move,  it  may  be  or- 
**  dercd  by    this  houfe,,    that  an   a6l    may  pafs,    that 
'  **  they  may  have  a  fupport  and  fubfiftence,  after  they  have 
by  wounds  been  made  uncapable  of  farther  fervice." 

Kelblved, 


4C 


.      ARTHUR  HERBERT.    307 

Rdblvcd,  That  the  houfe  will  take  dare  to  make  a  pro- 
Vifion  for  fuch  feamen  as  are,  or  fliall  be  wounded  in  their 
majefties  fervice,  and  for  the  wives  and  children  of  fuch 
as  are,  or  (hall  be  fidin  therein  ;  and  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  condder  how  the  fane  may  be  done. 

And  it  is  referred  to  admiral  HerUn\  mrMaUs,  muBof' 
cawen,  mr.  JJhbumhamy  fir  Jf^lliamWiUiams^  mr.  Garway^ 
mr.  Elwely  lord  Ccoke^  mr.  Holies^  mr.  PapiUon,  mr.  Gwyn^ 
lord  Falkland^  lord  Sherrard^  mr.  Bicker/iaff^  mr.  Henry 
Herbert y  mr.  Edward  Ruffel^  mr,  Brondeyy  mr.  Tho.  Foley ^ 
fir  Duncan  Calchejiery  mr.  Levejon  Gmery  mr.  P.  Foleys^ 
fir  Henry  Capellf  fir  Chri/iopher  Mufgrave^  mr.  Sachevtrell^ 
mr.  Cooke^  and  fir  Thomas  Littleton, 

As  he  was  at  this  time  pofTeiTed  of  all  that  a  man  could 
well  defire  i  the  efleem  of  his  prince,  the  favour  of  the 
people,  and  the  love  of  the  feamen,  fo  it  is  allowed  that  he 
behaved  in  a  manner  every  way  worthy  of  his  ftation,  liv- 
ing very  magnificently  when  in  town,  and  (hewing  a  great 
refpe^l  for  his  officers  when  at  fea,  which  gained  him  a 
wonderful  imereft  in  the  fleet}  to  this,  though  fome 
have  given  a  finifler  turn,  as  if  it  was  the  chief  caufe  of 
bis  acquittal  by  the  court-martial  that  tried  him,  yet  im- 
partial judges  will  hardly  believe  that  he  could  have  gained 
fuch  an  interefl,  but  by  an  extraordinary  degree  of  merit, 
and  by  a  readinefs  to  diftinguifh  it  in  other  men  5  for 
wh]ch,  while  it  was  not  in  fome  degree  criminal  to  affirm  ' 
ift,  he  was  generally  famous  in  the  navy  ^  When  he  went 
down  to  take  the  command  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1690 
of  the  confederate  fleet,  his  charader  flood  as  fair  as  any 

U  2  officer's 

•  ;>e  Inquiry  into  the  condud  of  marUime  affairs  fince  th«  Re- 
volution, p.  31.  , 
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cfHcer's  could  do  j  and  even  the  Dutch^xfi  their  relations, 
allow,  that  his  conduit  was  very  great  in  ihifting  and  avoid- 
ing an  engagement  in  purfuance  of  the  sdvice  of  a  council 
of  war,  founded  upon  the  enemy's  great  fuperiority,  till 
fuch  time  as  he  received  pofitiv^  orders  to  fight ;  and  then 
he  ihewed  likewife  great  judgment  in  the  difpofition  he 
made  for  an  engagement  ^. 

^r  We  have  little  to  add  to  the  accouftt  we  have  already 
given  oftheadlionofF  Beachy-head  on  the  30th  afjung, 
except  that  in  the  battle  there  was  not  fo  much  as  otv&EngliJh 
man  of  war  loft,  and  but  one  of  the  Dutch ;  that  in  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  retreat,  the  earl  of  Torrington  gave  his 
orders  with  great  prudence,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  pre- 
Vented  -the  French  from  making  any  great  advantage  of 
what  they  called  a  vi£lory,  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  the  fleets,  and  fome  unlucky  accidents  that  happened,  in 
fpitc  of  all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken.     Neither 
was  bis  lordfhip  at  all  difcompofed,  when,  upon  his  being 
fent  for  up  to  town,  he  found  fo  general  a  clamour  rai fed 
againft  liim  J  but,  on  the  contrary,  gave  a  very  clear  ac- 
count of  matters,  before  the  council ;  infifted,  that  he  had 
done  all  that  was  in  his  power  to  do,  which  made  him 
cafy  in  his  mind  as  to  the  confequences,  being  perfwaded, 
that  of  the  two,  it  was  much  better  for  him  to  ruin  him- 
feif  than  to  ruin  the  fleet,  as  he  abfolutely  mud  have  done, 
it  he  had  adted  otherwife  than  he  did  g.     All  he  could  fay 
however,  had  little  efFe<ft  at  that  time,  fo  that   he  was 
committed  to  the  Tower^  and   commiflioners  were  fent 
down    to  infpcft   into  the  condition  of  the  fleet,  and  to 
^  »  make 
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f  oee  the  letter  of  admiral   Evertfbn  in  the  former  part  of 
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make  the  neceffary  enquiries  for  framing  a  charge  againft 
him,  it  being  held  abfolutely  requifite  to  bring  him  to  a 
trial,  that  the  juflice  of  the  nation  might  not  fufFer  in  the 
opinion  of  her  allies,  the  refentment  of  the  Dutch  having 
rifen  fo  high  as  to  threaten  pulling  down  the  houfe  of  lord 
Durjliy^  who  then  refided  at  the  Hague  K 

When  the  parliament  met,  OSiober  the  fecond,  1690, 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  take  notice  in  his  fpeech,  in  a 
very  particular  manner  of  the  difailer  that  had  happened 
off  Beachy' head -y  and  the  paragraph  being  but  fhort,  wfi 
fhall  infert  it  ^.  *'  I  cannot  conclude  without  taking  no-' 
*'  tice  alfo  how  much  the  honour  of  the  nation  has  beeit 
**  expofed  by  the  ill  conduft  of  my  fleet  in  the  laft  fum- 
"  mer's  engagement  againft  the  French ;  and  I  think  my. 
**  fell  lo  much  concerned  to  fee  it  vindicated,  that  I  can-' 
''  not  reft  fatisfied  till  an  example  has  been  made  of  iiich 
*^  as  {hall  be  found  faulty  upon  their  examination  and 
"  trial,  which  was  not  practicable  while  the  whole  fleet 
"  was  abroad  ;  but  is  now  put  into  the  proper  way  of  being 
"  done  as  foon  as  may  be,"  But  notwithftanding  this, 
the  proceedings  againft  the  earl  of  Torrington  were  not  very 
expeditious,  and  therefore  he  applied  himfelf  by  way  of 
petition  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  who  took  his  cafe  into  com* 
fideration ;  but  after  having  fully  debated  it,  left  him  to 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  proceedings ;  or,  in  other  words, 
referred  him  to  a  court-martial.  Yet,  in  order  to  the 
conftituting  of  fuch  a  court,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferv- 
ed,  there  were  fonie  difficulties  to  be  got  over,  and  thofe 
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h  Impartial  account  of  fome  remarkable  paffages  in  the  life 
of  Arthur  earl  of  Torrington,  p.  25.  »  Debates  in  the 

houfe  of  commons,  vol.  ii  p.  384..  ,.•    •<     .   . 


Hi  >*' 


'%•' 


1*  \ 


II  i 


3IO  MEMOIRS    6f 

of  fuch  a  nature  as  demanded  the  attention  of  the  Iegifla« 
ture ;  in  order  to  tStOt  which,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for 
veiling  in  the  commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty  the  fame 
power  in  regard  to  granting  commiffions,  which  was  alrea- 
dy veiled  by  law,  in  the  lord  high  admiral  of  England, 

It  may  not  be  ami^  to  obferve,  that  on  the  twentieth 
tii  January  1689,  the  king  had  appointed  a  new  board  of 
admiralty,  in  which  Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Monu 
gomeryy  was  firfl  lord,  inftead  of  the  earl  of  Torrir^ton,  and 
fir  Michael  ff^harion  was  left  out.  On  the  fifth  of  June 
i6po,  the  board  was  again  cr  nged,  and  augmented  from 
iive  to  feven.  Thefe  were  Thomas  earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomeryy  John  earl  of  Carberr^,  fir  Thomas  Lee  barOr 
net,  fir  John  Lvuther  baronet,  Edward  Rujfel  efq;  fir 
Richard  Onjlow  baronet,  and  Henry  Priejiman  efq;  and 
to  this  board  it  was  that  the  intended  adl  gave  the  power 
of  appointing  court-martials  for  the  trial  of  any  afficer,  of 
what  rank  foever,  as  a  lord  high  admiral  might  Ao,  When 
this  bill  came  to  be  read  a  third  time  in  the  houfe  of  peers, 
it  occafioned  vtty  warm  debates,  many  lords  being  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  would  have  been  better,  if,  inftead  of  a  new 
board,  his  majefty  had  appointed  a  lord  high  admiral  j  in 
which  cafe,  there  would  have  been  110  need  whatever  of  a 
new  law:  but  at  length,  however,  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority  of  two  only  ;  upon  which  many  of  the  lords  enterccj 
their  protefts  for  the  following  reafons ».  *^ 

"  Because  this  bill  gives  a  power  to  commiflioners 
"  of  the  admiralty  to  execute  a  jurifdidion,  which*  by 
**  the  a£l  of  the  thirteenth  of  Charles  the  Second,  entitled. 


k  See  this  aa  in  the  Statutes  at  large.  »  The  hiftory  and 

proceedings  of  the  houfe  ©fiords,  vol,  i.  p.  405. 
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**  An  Aafir  idMjhing  artidts  and  orders  for  the  regula- 
*'  ting  and  better  government  of  his  majejly*s  navy,  Jhips  of 
**  wary  and  forces  by  fea,  wc  conceive  they  had  not  j 
**  whereby  the  earl  of  Torrington  may  come  to  be  tried  for 
*'  his  life  for  fa£ts  committed  feveral  months  before  this 
^'  power  was  given  or  defired :  we  think  it  reafonable  that 
^'  every  man  fhould  be  tried  by  that  law  that  was  known 
**  to  be  in  force  when  the  crime  was  committed. 

"  It  is  by  virtue  of  the  faid  a<a  of  the  thirteenth  of 
**  Charles  II.  that  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  judged  by  this 
*'  houfe  not  to  have  the  privilege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm, 
'*  for  any  'offences  committed  againft  the  faid  a6i ;   and 
'<  there  is  no  other  )aw,  as  we  conceive,  by  which  the  faid 
<'  earl  could  have  been  debarred  from  enjoying  the  privi- 
*'  lege  of  a  peer  of  this  realm ;  which  a£t,  making  no 
<*  mention  of  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty,  but  of  a 
**  lord  high  admiral  only,  by  whofe  authority  ill  the  pow- 
''  ers  given  by  that  a£l  are  to  be  exercifed,  and  without 
"  whofe  confent  fingly,  no  fentence  of  death  can  be  exe- 
"  cuted,  we  think  it  of  dangerous  confequence  to  expound 
"  a  law  of  this  capital  nature,  otherwife  than  the  literal 
'*  words  do  import ;  and  as  we  conceive  it  without  prece- 
^'  dent  to  pafs  even  explanatory  laws,  much  lefs  fuch  as 
*'  have  a  retrofpeiSt  in  them  in  cafes  of  life  and  death,  fo 
"we  think  it  not  at  ail  neceflary  to  make  fuch  a  prece- 
"  dent  at  this  time,   there  being  an  undoubted  legal  way 
"  already  eftabliflied  to  bring  this  earl  to  a  t<;ial  by  a  lord 
"  high-admiral.      « 

"  Thirdly,  the  judges  having  unanimoufly  declared, 
**  that  the  law  marine  was  no  where  particuiarized  in  thehr 
"  books,  whereby  the  power,  or  jurifdiction  of  the  lord     • 
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**  high-admiral  may  be  afcertained  to  th^t  pra£llce,  is  all 

**  that  we  know  of  it,  we  conceive  it  unprecedented,  and 

"  of  dangerous  confequence,  that  the  jurifdi^lion  exercifed 

«  by  the  lord-high-admiral,  (hould  by  a  law  he  declared  to 

•«  be  in  the  commiffioners  of  the  admiralty,  whereby  an 

*<  unknown,  and  therefore  unlimited  power  may  be  efta- 

«  bliOied  in  them." 

/  . 

RiverSf  Huntingdoriy    Rochifler^  Weymouth^    Stamford, 

Dartmouth,  Oxford,  Macclesfield,  tho.  Rojfen,  Crew, 

Bath,  Granville,  Herbert,  Craven,  J.  Exon,    Bolton 

y.  Bridgwater. 

>  .i,As  foon  as  the  bill  had  paffed  both  houfes,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  aflent,  the  earl  of  Torrington  was  removed 
out  of  the  Tflw^r  into  the  cuftody  of  the  marflial  of  the 
admiralty,     where    he   had  not  been  long,     before  he 
brought  his  cafe  into  the  houfe  of  commons.     This  was 
done   by  a  member's  acquainting  the   lioufe,    that  this 
noble  peer  was  defirous  of  being  heard  at  their  bar,  in  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  matter  for  which  he  was  in  cuftody.     Upon 
this  an  order  was  made  for  his  lordftiip's  being  brought  thi-^ 
ther  the  next  day,  the  ferjeant  at  arms  was  dire£led  to 
ferve   the  marfhal  of  the  admirahy  with  a  copy  of  it, 
\vlilch  he  did  accordingly;  ^n6,  November  the  twelfth,  the 
houfe  being  informed,  that  his  lordfliip  was  in   the  lobby, 
directed  him,  to  be  brought  in    by  the  ferjeant,    with  the 
mace,  to  a  chair  fet  for  him  within  the  bar,  on  the  left, 
hand  of  the  houfe  as  he  came  in,  and  having  fat  down 
thereon    for  fome  time  covered,  and   the  mace  being  laid 
upon  the  table,  his  lordfliip  rofe,  and  flood  at  the  back  of 
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the  chair  uncovered,  and  was  heard  before  the  houfe ;  after 
which  his  lordfhip  withdrew,  the  mace  attending  him  ^. 

Th  IS  is  all  we  meet  with  in  the  journal ;  but  a  writef 
of  thoie  times  aflures  us,  that  hir  lordihip  found  himfelf  (6 
much  embarrafTed  in  the  prefence  of  that  aflembly,  as  not 
to  be  able  to  exprefs  himfelf  as  he  intended  ^  uponwhic^ 
he  acquainted  the  cphnmons,  that  being  accuflomed  rather 
to  a£l.than  to  fpeak,  he  found  himfelf  at  a  lofs  for  words, 
and  therefore  deAred  to  make  ufe  of  his  papers,  which  was 
allowed  him*    He  then  took  notice  how  early  he  had  en<^ 
tered  into  his  country's  fervice,  how  many  years  he  had 
rpent  therein,  and  of  his  having  fpilPd  much  blood,  as  well 
as  been  deprived  of  his  eye,  in  their  quarrel.     He  proceeded 
next  to  the  lofs  he  ha^  fuflained  for  fupporting  the  Protef-t 
tantreligion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  £»^/tfff^  under  king^ 
James  II.    Lafl  of  all,  he  fpoke  of  the  engagement  with  the* 
French  fleet  oS  Beachy-head^  in  refpecSl  to  which  he  excufedf 
his  not  fighting  from  the  want  of  intelligence, want  of  am% 
munition,  fliortnefs  of  wind,  inequality  of  numbers  i  and  in 
fupport  of  what  he  faid,  produced  fome  letters ;  but  all  this 
was  of  little  or  no  ufe  to  his  lordfliip,  the  houfe  remitted 
him  to  that  trial,  for  which  the  late  a£t  had  made  tvay^ v 
and  of  which  the  higheft  expe£tations  were  raifed  at  hoipe^ 
and  abroad,  the  king  being  refolved  not  to  embark  for  HoU^ 
land  till  it  was  all  over  h  ""'"t  ^-  ^'  -      -  n.,  i^ 

Accordingly,    Saturday  the  fixth    of  December 
1690,  his  lordfliip  went  down  to  Sheernefs  in   his  yatcht, 
the  court-martial  fitting  there  on  board  the  Kent:  on  Mon- 
day 

i  Journal  book  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  die  Martis^  Nov. 
11.  und  die  Mercur.  Nov.  iz,  1690.  1  Impartial  account 

of  fome  remarkable  paflages  in  the  life  of  Arthur  earl  of  Tw; 
rington,  &c.  ^     "^ 
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dajy  DectmUr  8,  fir  'kalfh  Delaval^  being  in  the  chair  ai 
prcfident,  the  commiilion  was  opened  and  read,  and  oth6r 
preliminaries  adjufted,  after  which  [the  court  adjourned  to 
Wtdntjday  the  tenth,  when  the  witnefTes  were  heard  on 
the  part  of  the  crown,  as  well  Dutch  as  Engltfli  ^ ;   but 
:     notwithftanding  the  loudnefs  of  the  common  reports,  there 
was  very  little  appeared  in  proof,  notwithftanding  the  court 
took  all  the  pains  they  could  to  ftft  things  to  the  bottom . 
his  JordHiip  then  made  his  defence  in  the  manner  that  has 
'    bee;i  before-mentioned,  infifted  largely  on  the  fuperiority 
of  the  French  fleet,  on  the  (hifting  of  the  wind,  which 
put  it  out  of  his  power  to  fuccour  the  Dutch ;  on  the  care 
taken  on  fecurihg  a  retreat,  and  the  fmall  advantage  that 
the  enemy  reaped  from  their  fo  much  boafted  fuccefs  in  this 
a£tion,  which  had  drawn  upon  their  admiral,  count  7(wr- 
vllli^  as  many  cenfures  as  upon  himfelf,  and  with  pret- 
ty much  the  (ame  reafon.     After  mature  conHderation, 
both  of  the  charge,  of  his  defence,  and  of  the  evidence 
offered,    the  couri(  nemine  cmtradicente,   acquitted  him 
wholly  of  any  imputation  whatever,  from  his  condufl  on 
that  Qccaiion.    It  is  faid,  that  a  certain  Dutch  rear-admiral, 
l^who  was  prefent,  exprelTed  his  refentment  very  warmly, 
and  it  is  certain,  the  proceedings  were,  quickly  after,  print- 
ed In  Dutchywxth  fome  animadverfons  p. 

On  Thurfday^  December  tlie  eleventh,  the  earl  of  Tor- 
rington  returned  to  town  in  his  barge,  with  the  Union  flag 
flying,  as  bearing  ftill  the  king's  commifllon  of  admiral 
and  commander  in  chief.     He  returned  to  his  own  houfe, 


where 


f  '.Wta^«> 


o  Minutes  of  the  court-martial  on  beard  his  majefty's  fhip 
the  Keuty  fir  Ralph  Del^'vafy  prefident,  December  B,  1 690. 
p  Impartial  account  pf  feme  remarkable  paflages,  ^c. 
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inhere  he  received  th& compliments  r.f  his  friends,  ^nd  the 
news  which  could  not  furprize  him  much,  that  his  com- 
miffion  was  rupetfcded.  He  was  almoft  the  only  vi(£lim  in 
that  reign)  for  htf  never  reeeived  arty  mark  of  favour, 
much  left  enjoyed  any  command  afterwards  1.  He  came, 
however,  in  a  few  days  to  the  houfe  of  PeerSy  where  he 
conilantly  attended  the  buflnef^  of  the  nation,  for  above 
twenty  years  after  this,  without  altering  his  conduct  in  the 
leaft,  which  is  a  manifeft  proof,  tliat  he  was  not  governed 
by  prejudice  or  caprice,  but  by  principle.  He  was  always. 
on  the  fide  of  the  crown,  and  very  rarely  in  an  oppofition 
to  its  minifters;  fometimes  however  he  was,  and  then  he 
commonly  protef^ed,  that  the  reafons  of  his  oppofition 
inight  appear,  and  that  the  world  might  not  afcribe  his  dif- 
agreement  with  men  in  power,  to  (pleen.  In  matters  that 
related  to  the  navy,  he  was  generally  moft  forward,  and, 
in  refpeft  to  them,  the  houfe  heard  him  with  attention, 
and  upon  ("ich  occafions  he  (hewed  hiinfelf  commonly  a 
friend  to  ftri^t  difcipline  f. 

He  raifed,  while  in  employment,  a  confulerable  fortune, 
upon  which  he  lived  in  a  manner  becoming  his  rank,  du- 
ring the  remainder  of  his  life.  Hisbrdfhip  was  twice  mar- 
ried, but  never  had  any  children  f;  and  at  length,  after 
having  fpent  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  as  much  privacy 
and  quiet,  as  he  had  done  the  former  fcenes  of  it  in  adjfion, 
he  breathed  his  laft,  yf/r/V  the  thirteenth  171 6,  in  a  good 
old  age,  leaving  the  bulk  of  his  eflate  to  the  right  honour- 
able 

q  Kennet,  Burchet,  Burnet,  life  of  king  William,  Oldmix- 
on,  &c.  '  Hiftory  and  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
vol.  i.  p.  436,7444.  vol.  ii.  p.  5,  22,  29,  46,  72,  74,  430. 

f  Peerage  of  England,  printed  for  Abel  Roper,  LondoQ 
1709,  odlavo  p.  278.  i./j  .'*<. 
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able  Henry  earl  of  Lincoln^  merely  oUt  of  refpedl  io  that  no- 
ble  perfon's  fteady  adherence  to  the  fame  caufe,  which  the 
carl  of  Tarringtm  fupported  during  his  whole  life*.  Thefe 
particulars,  which  had  hitherto  lain  fcattered  in  a  variety  of 
authors,  we  have,  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  gathered  and 
digeftcd  according  to  the  natural  order  of  time,  that  the 
memory  of  fo  brave  a  man  might  not  be  altogether  buried 
in  oblivion,  or  that  clamour,  which  the  beft  judges  thought, 
without  foundation,  be  a3  fatal  to  his  fame  after  death,  aa 
ivhile  living,  it  was  to  bis  power.  . 

Thesk,  however  fcanty,  are  all  the  memorials  that  we 
have  been  able  to  difcover  from  books  or  information,  as 
to  the  eminent  feamen  who  flouriflied  in  this  reign,  ex- 
cept it  be  a  ytxy  few  dates  in  refpefl  to  the  following  illuf- 
trious  perfons.  .  : 

yOHN^  lord  Berkley  of  Strattotiy  was  the  fon  of  fir 
yohn  Berkley,  the  faithful  feivant  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
king  Charles  11.  by  whom,  during  his  eAile,  he  was  crea- 
ted baron  of  Stratton,  in  the  county  of  Somerfet,  and  youn- 
gcr  brother  to  Charles  lord  Berkley  of  StratUn,  who  died  at 
fn2i  in  1 68?  This  noble  lord  was  rear-admiral  at  the  time 
of  the  revolution,  groom  of  the  ftole,  and  firft  gentleman 
of  the  bed-chamber  to  prince  George  of  Denmark^  and,  as 
we  have  feen,  often  admiral  of  the  fleet  in  the  reign  or 
kin^  f^lliam,  and  colonel  of  the  fecond  regiment  of  ma. 
rines ;  of  all  which  employments  he  was  pofleiTed,  when 
he  died  February  27,  1696-7,  leaving  behind  him  no  ifTue 
male,  fo  that  the  title  devolved  on  his  younger  brother 
Sl^lliam,  father  to  the  prefent  worthy  nobleman  Jchn  lord 
Berkley  of  Stration  ".  The 


t  Hi^oxical  Regifter  of  that  year.        «  ColllrVs  peerage 
of  England,  vol  iv.  p.  168. 
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T  K  >  honourable  Edward  NiviU,  efq}  wai  the  feooiKl 
(on  of  Giorgi  lord  Ahergavenmiy  and,  notwichilaniduig  liis 
high  birth,  arrived  at  his  ftation  in  the  navy  by  pure  xiint 
of  merit.  He  died  on  board  the  Lincoln  the  twelfth  of 
SeptmbtTy  1701,  in  the  thirty- feventh  year  of  his  age,  as 
his  fquadron  made  the  land  of  Ftrginiay  and  \tk  behind 
him  a  Ton,  who  is  now  lord  Jbtrgavmnyy  and  a  daughter  f ; 

We  cannot  (hut  up  our  account  of  this  reign  better 
than  by  an  abftrad^  of  the  royal  navy,  as  it  flood  at  the 
deceafe  of  king  ff^Iiianiy  that  the  reader,  by  comparing  it 
with  the  abftraft  at  the  clofe  of  our  laft  volume,  may  from 
thence  difcern  how  far,  notwithftanding  fo  long  a  war, 
and  fo  many  othei'  interruptions  and  misfortunes,  our  na^ 
val  force  encreafed  in  the  fpace  of  thirteen  years. 


Abstract  o/'  the  royal  navy, 
December  25,   1701. 
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Number.     Guns.  '^^  «*'Mcn. 


Fire-fhips 

Bomb-veflels 

Yatchs 


1,276 

3.199 

3>253 

1,094 

542 


5.312 
8,824 

18,561 

15,329 
4,680 

1,215 


10^078       53,921 


^  Collin's  peerage  of  England,  yd.  ii.  p.  12. 
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cHAP.m. 

Containing  the  naval hiftory  of  Gk eat  Britain, 
from  the  accejfton  of  her  majefiy  ^^^.ANNE> 
to  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms, 

WE  ari;  now  come  to  that  reigny  under  which  the 
nation  was  extreamly  happy  at  home,  and  her 
teputation  carried  to  the  greateft  height  abroad.     A  reign 
that  win  always  be  remembered  with  honour,  and  make  a 
(hining  figure  in  our  hiftories,  as  long  as  hiftories  (hall  laft: 
a  reign,  in  the  beginning  of  which  all  party  animoiities 
were  buried  in  oblivion,  and  the  tpries  ieemed  as  fenfible  of 
the  neceility  of  a  war,  as  the  whigs,  and  as  ready  to  carry 
it  on ;  which  was  the  true  reafon  why  it  was  pcofecutcd 
for  fo  many  years  with  fuch  vigour  and  fuccels,  as  had  ne- 
ver attended  our  arms  fince  the  glorious  days  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  which  ought  therefore  to  convince  us,  that 
we  are  never  to  hope  a  thorough  fettlement  at  home,  with 
an  cfFe£hial  fupport  of  our  jufl  claims  to  refped  and  free- 
dom of  commerce  abroad,  until  there  is  ^  new  and  the- 
rough  coalition  of  parties,  founded  nU  in  private  views 
but  ariflng  from  public  fpirit,  and  all  men  are  taught  to 
think  that  he  is  a  public  enemy,  who  avows  any  other  in- 
tereft  than  that  of  his  country. 

Queen  Anne  acceded  to  the  throne  on  the  eighth  of 
Marchy  1 70 1 -2,  in  the  flower  of  her  age,  if  we  confider 
her  dignity,  being  then  about  thirty-eight.  She  had  (hewn 

a  very 


v 
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«t  very  juft  moderation  in  her  condu£l  from  the  time  of  the 
revolution,  and  knew  how  to  temper  her  relation  to  the 
ft  ate,  with  that  which  (he  bore  to  her  family ;  of  whicl^ 
(he  gave  a  remarkable  inftance  in  the  latter  part  of  her  life, 
by  procuring  the  ifland  af  Sicily t  (or  her  coufin  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  She  opened  her  reign  by  a  very  wife  and  wdl-con-^ 
fidered  fpeech  to  her  privy-council,  in  which  (he  declared, 
how  fenfible  (he  wai  of  the  unfpeakable  lofs  the 'nation  had 
fuftained  by  the  death  of  the  late  king,  and  the  burden  it 
brought  upon  herfelf,  which  nothing,  (he  faid,  could  en- 
courage her  to  undergo,  but  the  great  concern  (he  had 
for  the  prtiervation  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberty  of 
her  country  :  and  that  no  pains  (hould  be  wanting  on  her 
part,  to  defend  and  fupport  them,  and  to  maintain  the 
proteftant  fucceifion.  She  declared  her  opinion  for  carry-*, 
ingon  the  preparations  againfl;  Franc4y  and  fupporting  the 
allies;  and  &id,  (he  would  countenance  thofe  who  concur-^ 
red  with  her  in  maintaining  the  prefent  conilitution  and 
cftablifhihent*. 

In  purfuance  of  this  declaration,  the  queen  wrote  to  the 
ilates-general  to  affure  them,  that  (he  would  follow  ex- 
a^Iy  the  (leps  of  her  predecefTor,  in  the  maintenance  ot^ 
the  common  caufe  againfl  the  common   enemy :  and  as  a 

farther 

*  ... 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  conduft  of  the  Queen  at  the| 
bfginnine  of  her  reign,  was  fuch,  as  gave  the  hi^i;hell  fatisf  ac^  » 
tion  to  afl  parties;  ior  {he  avoided  the  error  of  Nero,  by  aci«j' 
ther  fcrewiiig  up  the  firings  of  government  too  high,  iior  let- 
ting  them  run  too  low.  it  had  been  happy  for  her,  and  for 
herfubjefts,  if  fhe  had  fteadlly  purfued  this  coiiduft  through 
the  courfe  of  her  reign,  inftead  of  putting  herfelf  into  the 
hands  of  one  party  firft,  and  then  of  another';  both  which  had 
very  ill  confequences,  with  refpeft  to  her  majcfty's  quiet,  and 
to  the  good  of  her  fubje^.    This  reflection  I  thought  neceffary 

herT, 


?. 
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tktthtr  proof  of  her  fincerity,  (he  declared  the  earl  of  Mari-^ 
hrough^  whom  the  late  king,  had  Tent  ambafTador  and  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  States^  captain-general  of  her  forces, 
and  gave  him  a  blue  ribband.  She  iikewife  appointed  fir 
George  Rooke^  vice-admiral  of  England^  and  George  Churchill^ 
cfq ;  admiral  of  the  Blue^  in  the  room  of  Matthew  Ayl- 
mety  efq^  afterwards  lord  Jylmer,  yiham  We  have  mentioned 
already,  and  of  whom  we  (hall  have  occaflon  to  fpeak  very 
honourably  hereafter.  Thefe  fteps  were  fuificient  to  de« 
monftrate  the  reality  of  the  queen's  intentions,  and  ther^* 
fore  we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  the 
queen  had  a  very  good  defign  in  placing  her  confort,  George 
prince  of  Denmark ^  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ;  though 
to  do  this  it  was  found  requifite  to  remove  the  earl  of  Pem- 
hroke^  then  lord  high-admiral,  who  was  aftually  preparing 
to  go  to  Tea.  Ic  is  true,  a  large  penfion  was  offered  him  ; 
but  hislordfhip  anfwersd,  with  great  generofit;  ,^nd  pub- 
lic fpirit,  that  however  convenient  it  might  be  for  his  pri- 
'vate  interefl,  yet  the  accepting  fuch  a  penfion  was  incon- 
iiflent  with  his  principles  j  and  therefore,  fmce  he  could 
not  have  the  honour  of  ferving  his  country   in  per/on^  he 

•  would  endeavour  to  do  it  by  his  example  ^ 

The 

here,  becaufe,  by  inferting  it,  I  Ihall  avoid  the  necefTity  of 
being  obliged  to  fay  fomething  like  it,  on  feveral  other  occa- 
fions.  *>  The  advancement  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to 

this  eminent  dignity  of  lord  high  admiral  of  England,  as  it 
.  was  not  owing  at  all  to  court  favour,  but  merely,  as  I  have 
hinted  before,  to  the  expediency  of  laying  that  board  afide,  and 
lodging  the  power  of  it  in  a  fingle  hand.  There  were  few  of 
our  nobility  who  could  have  been  competititors  for  fuch  an  of- 
^''e,  and  none  that  with  juftice  could  be  preferred  to  ,the  earl 

*  «:f  Pembroke.  He  had  much  prudence  which  tempered  great  vi- 
vacity in  his  coniUtution,  and  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  country, 

which 
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Th  E  new  lord  high  admiral  had  a  council  appointed  , 
him  by  his  commiffion,  viz.  fir  George  Rooke,  fir  David 
Mtchely  Gearge  Churchill^  efq;  and  Richard  Hi li,  cfqjwho  ' 
were  to  affift  him  with  their  advice,  and  alfo  in  the  exrcu-  ' 
tion  of  his  office.    How  far  all  this  was  legal,  has  been,  and, 
I  believe,  will  remain,  very  doubtful  j  but  at  that  time  no 
body  queftioned  it,  and  therefore  we  (hall  proceed  to  (hew 
what  was  done  under  it,  obferving,  as  near  as  may  be,  the 
order  of  time  in  which  events  fell  out,  and  that  method  in 
relating  them,  which  is  moft  likely  to  fet  them  in  a  pro- 
per point  of  light «,  • 

The 
X 
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which  was  very  obfervable  in  all  his  actions,  though  he  did  not 
mike  fo  much  (hew  of  it,  as  others  might  do  in  words.     He 
had  a  fteadinefs  of  mind,  not  to  be  ihaken  by  power  or  titles, 
and  a  virtue  fo  heroic,  that  neither  the  vices  of  thefe,  or  of 
worfe  times,  could  corrupt.    He  fhewed  on  this  occafion,  his 
k)yalty  as  well  as  fpirit ;  for  th  ough  he  refufed  a  penfion,  ytit 
through  the  jourfe  of  her  reign,  he  ferved  the  queen  with  the 
fame  chearfulnefs  and  fidelity,  as  if  he  had  retained  his  poll  i 
and  therefore,  in  1708,  when  piince  George  of  Denmark  died, 
her  majefty  reftored  him  to  it.     A  full  proof  of  her  removing 
him  at  this  time  from  no  other  motive  than  that  of  making  way 
for  her  confort,  who  had  been  fcveral  times  mentioned  for 
that  high  poll  in  the  late  reign.  c  It  is  not  eafy  to  £nd  a 

reafon  why,  fmce  the  illegality  of  this  commiffion  was  fo  quickly 
fufpe6led,  it  fhould  afterwards  lie  fo  long  afleep,  and  then  be 
revived  again,  as  foon  as  complaints  were  made  to  parliament 
of  theconduft  ofthe  navy.     Thofe  who  advifed  this  commif- 
fion, and  thofe  who  drew  it,  were  certainly  very  much  to  blame; 
and  fmce  this  is  a  charge  of  a  high  nature,  and  againft  great 
men,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  explain  it  particularly.     As 
king  William's  creating  a  lord  high  admiral  was  a  benefit  to 
the  public,  fo  queen  Anne's  commllTion  was  an  injury   to  it. 
For,  by  appointing  prince  George   of  Denmark  a  council,  fhe 
efiablilheci  again  that  evil  which  king  William  took  away;  rnd, 
Wi.creas,  the  powers  ©f  the  lords  coramillioners  of  the  admi»:t     '' 
:    "  '•-— ^'  rait7t- 
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The  firft  expedition  in  the  new  reign,  was  that  of  fir 
yohn  Munden^  which  was  intended  for  intercepting  a  fqua. 
dron  oi  French  (hips,  that  were  to  fail  from  the  Groyne^  in 
order  to  carry  the  new  vice-roy  of  Mexico  to  the  Spanijh 

.  IVeJi- Indies.     This  defign  was  contrived  by  the  earl  of 

,  Pembroke,  arid  fir  John  was  made  choice  of  on  account  of 
his  known  courage  and  condu6l,  as  well  as  zeal  and  diii. 
gence,  in  the  fervice.  He  failed  on  the  twelfth  of  May^ 
1702.  with  eight  fliips  of  the  third  rate,  the  Salisbury  a 

>  fourth  rate,  and  two  frigates ;  when  he  was  at  fea,  he 
communicated  his  orders  to   his  captains,  which  hitherto 

r  had  been  abfolutely  fecret.     On    the    fixteenth  he  found 

r  himfelfon  thecoaft  of  Galicia  ;  whereupon  he  fentthe^^. 
iisbury  and  Dolphin  to  gain  intelligence  in  which  they  failed. 
He  then  fent  them  a  fecond  time,  and  they  brought  ofFa 
Spanijh  boat  and  a  French  bark,  with  feveral  prifoners,  who 

.  afferted,  that  there  were  thirteen  French  ihips  of  war, 
bound  from  Rochelle  to  the  Groyne^  and  tliercfore  fir  John 
iiTued  the  neceflary  orders  for  keeping  his  fquadron  between 
them  and  the  (hore,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  in- 
tercept them.  Thefe  orders  were  ifTued  on  the  twenty  fe- 
venth,  and  the  very  next  day  he  difcovered  fburteen  fail 
between  cape  Prior  and  cape  Ortugaly  clofe  under  the  fhore, 
to  whom  he  inftantly  gave  chace  j  but  they  out-failed  him 
very^much,  got  into  the  Groyne  before  he  could  poflibiy 
come  up  with  them.  Upon  this  he  called  a  council  of  war, 
wherein  it  was  concluded,  th^t  (fince  the  accounts  they  had 

•  received 
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a 
ralty  were  fpttled  by  an  exprefs  aft  of  parliament,  here  was 

new  board  eftablilhed,  vetted  with  like  powers  j  but  thofe  un- 
known to  the  law,  which  could  take  notice  only  of  the  lord 
high  admiral,  notwithftandihg  that  this  council  of  his,  was  ap- 
pointed by  his  commiiTion. 
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I'eceived  from  their  prifoners  agreed  perfedily  wel],  and 
itemed  to  make  it  clear^  that  there  were  no  iefs  than  feven- 
teen  of  the  enemy's  (hips  of  war  in  the  harbour,  which  was 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  had  a  narrow  and  dangerous  en- 
trance) it  was  tlierefore  moft  expedient  for  them  to  follow 
the  latter  part  of  their  inftrui^ions^  by  which  they  were  di. 
reeled,  in  cafe  they  could  do  nothing  on  the  coaft  of  Spaing 
to  repair  into  the  Soundings,' there  to  prote6t  the  trade,  and 
to  give  notice  of  their  return  to  the  board  of  Adtmralty  im- 
mediately.    This  fir  J9hn  accordingly  did,  about  the  mid« 
die  of  June  ;  but  then  the  fquadron  being  much  diftrePed 
for  provifions,  if  was  found  necefiary,  on  the  twentieth  of 
that  month  to  repair  into  port  d. 

X2  The 

d  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  613.  where  he  obferves,  that 
after  chafing  thefe  fourteen  fail  into  the  Groyne,  fir  John  Mun  • 
den  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  his  captain*  took  inta 
confideration, 

*'  L  The  intelligence  from  a  perfon  who  belonged  to  a 
"  French  merchant  (hip,  from  Rochel'e,  and  fome  Spaniards 
"  taken  from  the  ihore ;  the  former  affirming,  that  when  he 
"  came  from  Rochelle,  he  left  there  twelve  fliips  of  war  in  the 
"  road,  ready  to  fail  toihe  Groyne  with  the  firft  fair  wind; 
**  that  one  of  t!  ^m  had  feventy  guns,  one  fifty,  and  all  the  reft 
'  fixty  I  and  that  the  Faulcon  (a  fourth  rate  taken  from  ut 
the  laft  year)  was  going  thither  before  them. 
**1I.  That  the  Spaniards  are  very  pofitive  the  duke  of  Albu- 
querque was  at  the  Groyne  with  two  thoufand  foldiers,  and 
that  there  were  already  in  that  port,  three  French  fhips  of 
war  of  fifty  guns  each,  and  twelve  more  expefted  from 
Rochelle ;  and  fince  both  thcfe  accounts  fo  well  agreed,  and 
it  was  judged  there  were  Icventcen  fhips  of  war  in  the  portj    - 
that  the  place  was  fo  ftrongly  fortified,   and  the  palTage 
thereinto  very  difficult,  it  was  unanimoufly  determined,  that 
they  could  not  be  attempted  ther^,  with  any  probability  of 
fuccefs  J  and  that,  by  remaining  in  the  flation,  they  could  not 
have  any   profpedt  of  doing  fervice  :  fo  tliat  it  was  judg- 
ed proper  to  repair  into  the  foundings  for  protefting  ihe 
trade,'*  ,     .. 
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'   i       The  Liifcarriage  of  this  defign  made  a  v«ry  great  noife : 

.  It  was  difcovered  that  only  eight  of  the  twelve  (hips  that 

I  had  been  chafed  into  the  Graynt,  were  men  of  war,  and 

.  that  the  rsfl  were  only  tranfports :  It  was  alfo  faid,  that  dt 

'  yehn  Munden  had  called  off  the  Saliibury  when  (he  was  ac< 

tually  engaged  with  a  French  man  of  war,  and  that  he  had 

difcharged  the  prifoners  he  had  taken  very  precipitately. 

To  quaih  thefe  Reports,  and  to  explain  the  whole  affair 

to  the  world  (which  is,  to  be  fure,  the  beft  Method  in  all 

fuch  cafes)  the   high   admiral  prince   George  ifTued    his 

commiffion  for  a  court-martial,  for  the  trial  of  fu'  John 

Munderjj    at  which  feveral  perfons  of  diilin^lion  were 

prcfent. 

This  court  fat  on  board  her  majefty's  ftiip  the  ^een 
at  Sphheady  on  the  thirteenth  oT  July^  1702,  where  were 
t  prefent  fir  Cloudejly  Shovel^  admiral  of  the  ff^itgy  prendent* 
and  the  captains  following,  viz.  Cole,  Myngs,  Leahy  Green- 
'  hill,  7'urvilly  Szvanton,  Good,  Mayne,  Kerr,  Clarke,  JVard^ 
.Cooper,  Bridges,    Maynard,    Crow,  Littleton,  and  Holly. 
man ,  who  being  all  fworn,  and  having  examined  the  fe* 
veral  articles  exhibited  againd  rear-admiral  Munden,  gave 
;  their  opinion,  .that  he  had  fully  cleared  himfelf  from  the 
,  ivhole  matter  contained  in  them  ;  and,  as  far  as  it  appeared 
to  the  court,  had  complied  with  his  inftru(Stions,  and  be- 
haved himfelf  with  great  zeal  and  diligence  in  the  fer'vice. 
But,  notwithftanding  this  acquittal,  it  w.as  thought  necef- 
fary  to  lay  him  afide,  Uiat  the  flricknefs  and  impartiality 
of  the  new  adminiftration  might  the  better  appear.    Bi(hop 
Burnet  indeed  charges  fir  John  Munden  roundly  with  flu- 
pidity  and  cowardice,  and  blames  fir  George  Rooke  more 

than 
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than  he,  for  having  recommended  fuch  a  man«.     But' 
mr.  Oldmtxon^  who  was  of  the  fame  party  with  the  bi(hop» 
is  pleafed  to  fuggeft,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  for  ahy  fault 
he  had  committed,  but  becaufe  he  was  not  in  fir  George 
Reokis  good  graces,  that  fir  John  Munden  was  diTmifTed  ^« 

X  3  Fof, 
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e  This  is  fo  har(b  a  charge,  that  I  find  my  felf  obliged  to  fup- 
port  it,  by  citing  the  bifhop^s  own  words,  which  are  thefe. 

**  Advice  was  fent  over  from  Holland,  of  a  fleet  that  had 
"  failed  from  France,  and  was  ordered  to  call  in  at  the  Groyne. 
Munden  was  recommended  by  Rooke,  to  be  fent  againlt  this 
fleet;  but  though  he  came  up  to  them,  with  a  fuperior 
force»  yet  he  behaved  himfelf  fo  ill,  and  fo  unfuccefsfully, 
that  a  council  of  war  was  ordereci  ':o  fit  on  him.    They,  in, 
deed,  acquitted  him  ;  fome  excufing  themfelves,  by  faying, 
that  if  they  had  condemned  him,  the  punifhment  was  death; 
whereas,  they  thought  his^  errors  flowed  from  a  want  of  fcnfe, 
'<  ib  that  it  would  have  been  hard  to  condeinn  him  for  a  de« 
*'  fed  of  that,  which  nature  had  not  given  him,  Thofe  who 
**  recommended  him  to  the  employment,  feemed  to  be  more  in 
fault.*'   But  mr.  fecretary  Burchet,  who  to  be  fare  was  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  all  the  proceedings  on  this  affair,  than 
the  bifhop  could  poflibly  be,  delivers  his  judgment  in  thefe 
words.    **  This  was  a  very  unlucky  accident;  yet  the  fame 
misfortune  might  have  happened  to  any  other  good  ofHcer  as 
well  as  fir  John  Munden,  who  (to  do  him  juftice]  had,  du- 
ring his  long  fervice  in  the  fleet,  behaved  himfelf  with  zeal, 
courage,  and  fidelity ;  and  though  himfelf  and  all  the  cap- 
tains in  his  fquadrons,  did  unanimoufly  conclude,  that  at 
leaft  twelve  of  the  fourteen  fliips  which  they  chafed  into  the 
Groyne,  were  men  of  war,  their  number  agreeing  exactly 
with  the  Intelligence  from  feveral  perfons  taken  from  the 
fliore ;  yet,  even  in  that  cafe,  it  is  reafouable  to  think,  that, 
he  would  have  given  a  very  good  account  of  this  affair, 
could  he  poflibly  have  come  up  with  them."  Naval  Hiilory 
p.  613         f  Oldmixon's    hiftory   of  England,  vol.  ii,  p.  289^, 
It  is  very  remai'oble,  that  though  thefe  two  writers  flatly  con- 
tradidt  one  another  ;  yet  they  agree  in  having  each  a  flroke  at 
fir  George  Rooke ;  but  as  their  poifons  are  oppofite,  fo  the.]» 
very  happily  prove  antidqtcs  to  each  other. 
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.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  what  the  prefii- 
dent  and  council  of  war  declared  upon  their  oathsj  that 

'  this  gentlemam  diu  his  duty  as  far  as  he  could,  and  it 
would  be  a  very  great  fatisfa^on  to  mr,  if  I  cruld  ac- 
ccnmt  as  well  for  every  mifcarriage  that  I  0iall  be  obliged 
to  relate  In  the  courfe  of  this  work. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  170?,  her  majefty  declared  war 
againft  France  and  Spain ;  this  wss  while  Hr  John  Munden 
was  abroad,  and  I  mention  it,  becaufe  thii.  declaration  Was 
thought  neceffary  before  the  grand  fleet  failed' i  thedefign 
of  which,  as  far  as  lam  able  to  judge,  has  been  hitherto 
very  imperfedly  accounted  for,  The  great  view  of  king 
William^  fur  it  was  by  him  the  Cadiz  expedition  had  been 
concerted  was  to  prevent  the  French  from  getting  pofTeifioit 

.    of  the  Spanijh  Weft-Indier,  or   at  leaft  to  prevent  their 

keeping  them  long,  if  they  did.     With  this  view  he  re- 

folved  to  fend  a  grand  fleet,  under  the  command  of  the 

hen  high  admiral  the  earl  of  Pembroke^  with  a  body  of 

land  forces,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Ormonde 

'■  on  board,  to  make  themfelves  mailers  of  Cadiz.  By  thij 
means,  and  by  the  help  of  a  fquadron  he  had  lent  into  the 
JVeft-lndits^  and  which  was  to  have  been  followed  by  ano- 
ther, as  foon  as  Cadi%  was  taken,  he  hoped  this  might  be 
efie£leds  and  he  knew  very  well^  if  this  could  be  once 
done,  an  end  .would  be  put  to  all  the  French  defigns,  ^nd 
they  muft  be  obliged  to  terminate  the  matter,  to  the  fatis- 
faflion,  at  leaft,  of  the  maritime  powers.  The  fcheme 
was  undoubtedly  ver)  well  laid,  and  the  fecret  furprizingly 
well  well  kept ;  for  though  the  preparing  of  fo  great  an 
armament  could  not  be  hid,  yet  the  intent  of  it  was  fo 
effe&ually  concealed,  that  France^  Spain,  and  Portugal 
too,  then  in  alliance  with  Frame  and  Spain^  had  equal 
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caufc  to  be  alarmed ;  which  had  confequences  very  fa- 
vourably to  the  grand  alliance  in  all  thoft?  countries,  as 
will  hereafter  fully  appear. 

Aftir  the  queen's  acceffion,  {\x  George  Rookcy  (as  wc 
obferved)  was  declared  admiral  of  this  fleet,  vice  admifal, 
and  lieutenant  of  the  Admiralty  of  England^  and  lieutenant 
of  the  fleets  and  feas  of  this  kingdom  :  the  duke  of  Ormond 
remained,  as  before,  general  of  the  land  forces,  and  the 
Dutch  having  joined  the  fleet  with  their  fquadron,  which 
had  alfo  its  quota  of  troops  on  board,  the  admiral  hoift* 
ed  the  union  flag  on  board  the  Rt^al  Sovereign  on 
the  thirtieth  o(  May,  1702,  and  on  the  fir  ft  of  jfune 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of  Denmark  dined  on  board 
the  admiral,  and  took  a  view  of  the  fleet  and  army,  which 
was  foon  in  a  condition  to  fail.  Befides  fir  George Rooke^' 
there  were  the  following  flags,  viz.  vice-admiral  Hop/on^ 
who  carried  a  Red  flag  at  the  fore^top-maft-head  of  the 
Prince  George  ;  rear-admiral  Fairbourney  who  carried  the 
IVhite  at  the  mizen -top- maft- head  of  the  St.  G forge ;  and 
rear-admiral  Graydorf,  who  carried  the  Blue  flag  in  The 
fame,  manner  in  the  Triumph,  There  were  five  Dutch 
flags,  viz.  two  lieutenant^acmirals,  two  vice-admirals,  and 
a  rear.  The  ftrength  of  this  fleet  confifted  in  thirty  Mfig",', 
lijht  and  twenty  Dutch  (hips  of  the  line,  exclufive  of  fmall 
veflels  and  tenders,  which  made  in  all  about  160  fail,  As 
to  the  troops,  the  Englijh  confifted  of  9663,  including  of-/ 
ficers,  and  the  Dutch  of  4138,  in  all  13801  g. 

X4  Onl 

E  That  this  was  a  very  grtat  f  rce,  and  that  the  public  had 
reafon  to  frame  great  expedations  to  themfclves,  as  to  its  fuc<» 
cefs,  all  the  world  mull  allow  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  our' 
cxpeftations  ought  never  to  prejudice  us  fo  far  as  to  refolvo 
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On  the  nineteenth  of  Jum^  the  fleet  weighed  disttk 

Spithead,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  St.  Hilen\    On  the 

twenty- fecond  the  two  rear-admirals,  Fairhoume  and  Gray" 

.,  don,  were  detached  with  a  fquadron  of  thirty  EngUJh  and 

Dutch  ihips,  with  inftru£lions  firft  to  look  into  the  Groym, 

'  and  in  cafe  there  were  any  Frtnch  (hips  there^  to  block 

^  them  up;  but  if  not,  tocruife  ten  or  twelve  leagues  N.  W. 

off  Cape  Finijierre,  till  they  fliould  be  joined  by  the  fleet, 

^On  the  tenth  of  Jugu/l  the  fleet  reached  the  rock  of 
IfisboTiy  where  the  next  day  they  held  a  council  of  war. 
On  the  twelfth  they  came  before  Cadiz,  and  anchored  at 
thediftance  of  two  leagues  from  the  city,  fir  Hhomas  Smith, 
quarter- mafter- general,  having  viewed   and  founded  the 
Ihore  on  the  backfide  of  the  Ide  of  Lton,    in  which  Cadiz 
Aands,  and  reported^  that  there  were  very  convenient  bays 
CO  make  a  defcent ;  the  duke  of  Ormond  vehemently  in- 
fifled  in  a  council  of  war,  upon  landing  >n  that  ifle,  in 
order  to  a  fudden  and  vigorous  attack  of  the  town,  where 
the  confternation  was  fo  great,  that  in  all  probability  the 
enterprize  would  have  fucceeded  ;  but  feveral  of  the  coun- 
cil, efpecially  the  fea  officers,  oppoHng  the  duke's  motion, 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  army  (hould  flrft  take  the  fort  of 
St.  Kotherine,  and  Port  St.  Mary,  to  facilitate  thereby  a 
nearer  approach  to  Cadi%.     The  next  Day  the  duke 
of  Ormond  fent  a  Trumpet  with  a  letter  to  the  duke  de 
Brancaccio,  the  governor^  whom  the  duke  had   known  in 

the 

not  to  be  fatisfied  with  a  Jufl  account  of  their  difappointment. 
Bifhop  Burnet  fays,  that  fir  George  Rooke  (poke  coldly  of  the 
expedition  before  he  failed  ;  and  this  he  tells  us,  to  prove  that 
iir  George  intended  to  do  the  enemy  no  hurt.  But  the  mifchkf 
lies  here,  that  fir  George  fufpefted  they  ihould  do  no  great  good, 
becaufe  this  expedition  was  of  a  doubtful  nature  ;  for  on  the  one 
hand  they  were  enjoiiied  to  fpeak  to  the  Spaniards  as  friends, 
9t)d  at  the  fame  time  were  ordered  to  aA  againfl  them  ai  foes. 
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the  Spani^  fervice,  in  the  laft  confederate  wur :  but  in  an« 
fwer  to  the  letter,  inviting  him  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe  of 
Ju/fria}  Brancaecio  declared,  he  would  acquit  himfelf  ho- 
nourably of  tite  truft  that  wai  repofed  in  him  by  the  king  ^. 
On  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft^  the  duke  of  OrtMnd  landed 
his  forces  in  the  bay  of  Buth^  above  a  mile  on  the  left  of 
St.  Katherinit  fort,  the  cannon  of  which  fired  on  his  men 
alt  the  while,  but  with  little  execution.  The  firfl  that 
landed  were  twelve  hundred  grenadiers,  led  by  brigadier 
Paliantf  and  the  earl  of  Domtegaiii  they  were  obliged  to 
wade  to  the  fhore,  and  were  all  very  wet  when  they  reach- 
ed it.  In  the  mean  time  captain  Jumper  in  the  Ltnc^, 
and  fome  Englijh  and  Dutch  light  frigates,  kept  firing  on 
the  horfe  that  appeared  near  the  coa((,  and  they  were  fuon 
after  repulfed  by  the  Engltjh  foot.  The  duke  of  Crtnond^ 
as  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed,  fent  to  fummon  fort  St* 
Katherinti  but  the  governor  replied,  he  had  cannon 
mounted,  with  powder  and  ball  fufficient  to  receive  him. 
On  the  fixteenth  the  whole  army  marched  to  a  camp 

marked 
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h  The  reader  will  be  better  fatisfied  as  to  this  matter,  if  ]i« 
confults  the  collections  of  Lamberti,  tCii.  ii.  p.  251.  When 
the  duke  of  Ormond  fummoned  Fort  St.  Katherine,  he  de  • 
clared,  that  if  the  governor  did  not  accept  his  terms,  he  ihould 
b^  hanged,  and  none  of  his  foldiers  receive  quarter.  To  this, 
the  governor  anfwered  with  great  fpirit  and  juftice,  "  That  if 
"  he  muft  be  hanged,  it  was  all  one  to  him,  whether  by  the 
**  duke  of  Ormond,  or  the  governor  of  Cadiz ;  and  therefore 
**  he  deiired  leave  to  fend  to  him  for  his  orders,  which  was  re* 
fufed/*  Thefe  quick  proceedings,  inftead  of  drawing  the  Spa* 
niards  to  declare  for  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  rendered  them  avcrfe 
to  it.  At  leafl,  this  was  fir  George  Rooke's  fentiment,  who 
did  all  he  could  to  ferve  the  common  caufe  without  provoking 
the  people  of  that  country,  whom  his  inftruftions  directed  him 
toprotcft.  ^ 
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marked  out  for  them  near  La  Rrtta^   a  town  within  % 
league  of  the  place,  where  they  landed,  from  which  moft 
of  the  inhabitant!  were  fled  ;  but  ftrid  orders  being  given 
againft  plundering,  many  of  them  returned  ;  and,  had  the 
Spaniards  given  due  attention  to   the  duke's  declaration, 
publilhed  at  his  firft  coming  on  the  Spani/h  coaft,  they 
needed  not  to  have  been  in  any  confter nation. 
'The  dukeofOrMMii  having  left  a  garrifon  of  three 
hundred  men  ki  LaRrtta,  marched  on  the  twentieth  of 
Augufl   towards  Pwt  St,  Mar/t.     Some  Squadrons  of 
Spani/h  horfe,  about  fix  hundred  in  number,  fired  upon 
the  duke's  advanced  guards,  and  killed  lieutenant  colonel 
&0r«'shorre,amongtt  the  dragoons,bulretir'd  on  the  approach 
of  the  Engli/h  grenadiers,  of  whom  a  detachment  under 
colonel  Pitrce^  of  the  guards,  were  fent  to  take  Fort  St, 
.  Katherint ;  whirih  they  did,  and  made  a  hundred  and 
twenty  Spaniards  prifoners  of  war.     The  duke  entered 
port  St,  Marfiy  attended  by  moft  of  the  general  oBicers, 
viz,  fir  Henry  Bei/ajis^  lieutenant-general;    the  earl  of 
Pertmore,  fir  Charlts  Haroy  and  baron  Spaar,  majors-ge- 
neral ;  colonel  Seymour^  colonel  LUyd^  colonel  Matthews, 
colonel  HamUtott,    and  colonel  Pallanty    now  brigadiers 
general:  and  notwithftanding  the  flrifi  orders  the  duke 
had  ifiued  againft  plunder,  there  was  a  very  great  failing 
in  the  execution  of  them,  for  which  fir  Henry  Bdldfii 
and  fir  Charles  Hara  were  put  under  arretl.     When  they 
came  to  Enghndy  Bellafts  was  difmifTed  the  fervice;  and 
though  Hara  efcaped  publick  cenfurr,  he  did  not  private. 
Mr.  Metbuen,  her  majefiy*s  envoy  in  Portugal^  in  a  letter 
to  the  duke  of  Orrrimdy  dated  Jugiift  the  firft  gave  thii 
wholefome  advice  concerning  the  conAwdt  of  the  army : 
that  the   point  of  greateft  importance,  was,  to  infinuate 
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<o  the  Spaniards y  and  fhew  by  their  proceeding,  that  they 
came  not  as  enemies  to  SpaiHy  but  only  to  free  rhem  from 
Franety  and  give  them  affiftance  to  eftabli(h  themfelves  un- 
der the  government  of  the  houfeof  AuJIria,  It  being  found 
too  difficult  to  approach  Cadi^  whila  the  Spaniards  were  in 
pofleifion  ol  Matagorda  fort,  over-againft  the  Puntat,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  attacked,  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  of 
cannon  ere^ed  agajnft  it ;  but  upon  every  firing,  the  guns 
funk  into  the  fands,  and  after  a  fruttlefs  attempt^  the  de- 
fign  was  given  over,  and  the  troops  ordered  to  embark , 
which  was  done  accordingly,  with  intention  to  make  the 
befl  of  their  way  home.  The  Spaniards  did  indeed  en- 
deavour to  diflurb  them  in  their  retreat,  but  with  verjr 
little  fuccefs ;  a  detachment  of  EngUJh  and  Dutch  troops, 
Under  the  command  of  colonel  Foxy  having  quickly  re- 
pulfed  them,  with  the  lofs  of-a  fcwof  their  horfe,  who  were 
the  mofl  forward  in  the  attack,  which  difcouraged  the  refl 
fo,  that  few  or  none  of  our  peoi)!e  were  loft  in  getting 
aboard  their  (hips  i. 

In  moft  of  our  hiftorlans,  the  Ci;7///z  expedition  is  treat* 
ed  as  not  much  to  the  reputation  of  the  nation  in  general, 
and  oi{\r  George  Rooke  in  particular.     As   to  the  difordcrs 

at 

>  Thetruthof  the  matter  was.  that  the  confederates  found 
Cadiz  in  a  much  better  fituation  than  they  expeded,  themfelves 
worfe  received  than  they  hoped,  and  the  general  officers  fo 
much  divided  in  their  opinions,  thiit  a  retreat  was  thought  more 
advifeable  than  any  other  meafure  in  a  council  of  war.  If  fir 
George  Rooke,  before  lie  put  to  L'a  forefaw  any  of  the  diffi- 
culties they  then  met  with,  few  people  at  th  s  time  of  day,  I 
believe,  think  fuch  a  forefight  a  difcredit  to  him,  either  as  a 
ilatefman  or  an  admiral.  As  to  his^wn  condudl,  he  was  call- 
ed to  an  account  for  it  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  and,  as  we 
Ihall  fee  elfewhere,  defended  it  fo  well,  that  no  imputatioa 
could  be  fixed  upon  him. 
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at  St.  Mar/sy  of  which  wc  (hall  hear  much  more  in  mo- 
ther place,  they  did  not  at  all  affca  fir  dorgg  Ratki^  who 
liad  nothing  to  do  with  them,  nor  wai  ever  charged  with 
them.  That  he  did  not  purfue  with  great  eagerneft  chc 
burning  the  (hips,  or  de(*roying  the  place,  has  indeed  been 
imputed  to  him  as  an  z&  of  bad  condu£t,  Bi(hop  Burntt 
charges  him  with  it  flatly,  and  fays,  that,  before  he  went 
out,  he  had  in  a  manner  determined  not  to  do  the  enemy 
much  hurt.  I  believe  this  prelate  fpoke  as  he  thought  5 
but  as  to  fir  Georgia  I  am  throughly  pcrfuaded,  that  when 
he  went  out,  and  while  he  was  out,  he  intended  nothing 
more  or  lefs,  than  to  obey  his  inftruAiona.  As  to  the 
fpirit  cf  thefe,  we  may  eafily  guefs  at  it  from  the  paflage 
in  Mr.  Mithuen's  letter,  before  cited,  which  very  fully 
(hews,  that  this  expedition  was  originally  concerted  on  a 
fuppofuion,  that  the  Spaniards  had  a  natural  »Sc£kion  for 
the  houfe  of  Ju/fria,  and  would  join  with  us  in  their  fa- 
vour againft  the  French,  But  in  this  it  feems  we  were 
miftaken ;  and  yet  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  make  this 
conclufion  too  hailily,  efpecially  after  v/hat  paffed  at  Port 
St,  Mary%  which,  confidering  the  difpofuion  of  the  na- 
tion, might  be  prefumed  to  have  provoked  the  Spaniards 
to  a  degree  not  to  be  appeafed  by  all  the  fine  words  we 
gave  them  in  our  manifefto.  A  candid  reader  will  there^ 
fore  eafily  difcern  the  true  reafon  of  fir  George.  condu6l. 
He  thought  it  madnefs  to  expofe  the  lives  of  the  queen's 
fubje<5ls  where  they  might  be  fpared  to  better  advantage  j 
and  therefore  was  not  over  fond  of  burning  towns,  and 
cutting  throats,  to  convince  the  Spaniards  of  our  hearty 
affe^ion  for  them  i  which,  however,  was  the  language  of 
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our  declarations  and  his  inftru£iions  j^.  Mr.  Oldmixon 
therefore  concludes,  after  a  candid  relation  of  fadts,  very 
juftly,  and  like  a  man  of  honour,  that  however  the  na- 
tion's expedations  might  be  difappointed  in  the  Cadiz  ex«^ 
pedition,  yet  there  was  nothing  blameable  in  the  conduct 
cither  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  or  fir  Gtorgt  Rookt  ^  Fo- 
reign writers  do  the  fame  juftice  to  our  commanders,  and 
even  fuch  of  thofe  authors  as  are  vifibly  in  the  Frtnch  in- 
tereft  }  fu  that  if  we  decide  according  to  evidence,  it  is  im« 
poffible  for  us  to  join  in  that  clamour  which  difcontented 

people  raifed  upon  this  occaHon  m. 

While 

^  This  is  the  fubHance  of  fir  George  Rooke's  defence  l)efore 
the  houfe  of  lords,  who  enquired  into  this  aflfair,  and  addreiTcd 
the  queen  that  the  duke  or  Ormond  and  fir  George  Rookc 
might  lay  the  whole  tranfa£lion  before  them,  which  was  done 
in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  and  what  I  have  offered  in 
the  text,  is  only  to  avoid  repetitions.  A  more  diAin£l  account 
of  the  enquiry  will  be  found  in  the  memoirs  of  fir  George 
Rooke  in  the  lucceeding  volume. 

1  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  j .  292.  The  reader  will  ob- 
ferve,  that  Hay  hold  of  every  opportunity  of  doing  juftice  to 
our  hiftorians,  and  therefore,  I  hope  will  believe,  that  when- 
ever I  differ  with  them,  it  is  purely  out  of  refpeft  to  truth. 
M>  The  French  hiftorians  fay,  that  the  prince  of  Heffe  Darm- 
ftai'.j  whom  the  emperor  had  appointed  general  and  comman- 
de;  in  chief  of  fuch  Spaniards  as  fhould  raanifeft  their  fidelity 
to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  did  little  or  no  fervice  by  the  violent 
memorials  which  he  publifhed,  filled  with  perfonal  reproaches 
and  warm  threats  againft  fuch  as  adhered  to  king  Philip.  At 
firft,  however,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  Spaniards  did  not  fhew 
any  great  zeal  for  their  new  prince  j  but  af  cer  they  were  pro- 
voked by  the  barbarities  committed  at  tlie  port  of  St.  Mary, 
they  lofl  all  patience,  and  fought  with  fuch  bitternefsand  inclig-i- 
nation,  as  isfcarceto  be  exprefled.  The  fame  hillorians  fay, 
that  the  duke  of  Ormonde,  and  his  forces,  when  they  attacked 
Matagordafort,  were  expofed  to  a  prodigious  fire  from  trhe  place, 
while  they  were  able  to  form  no  better  battery  than  two  field - 
pieces,  and  two  fmall  mortars,  the  ground  being  fo  fwampy  as 
not  to  bear  heavy  artillery.  Hiftoire  Militaire,  torn.  iii.  p.  '/02. 
JLimicres,  tern.  iii.  p    »oi.     Larrey,  torn  iii.  p.  544.' 
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WhilI  the  admiral  was  intent  on  bringing  the  fleet 
and  forces  fafely  home^  providence  put  it  in  his  power  to 
do  his  country  a  mere  fignal    and  effedual  fervice,  than 
even  the  taking  of  Cad'm  would  have  been.     Captain 
Hardj^  who  commanded  her  majefty*s  ihip  the  Pnnbrokti 
was  (ent  to  water  in  Lagos  bay,  ^here  he  learnt  from  his 
converiation  with  the  French  conful,  who  fought  it  in  or- 
4ier  to  boaft  of  their  gooH  fortune,  that  they  had  lately  re- 
ceived great  news,  thougn  he  would  not  tell  him  what  it 
was.     Soon  after  arrived  an  exprefs  from   Lisbon,  with 
letters  for  the  prince  of  Heffe  and  Mr.  Mithuen ;  which, 
when  he  underftood  they  were  no  longer  on  board  the  fleet, 
he  refuied  to  deliver,  and  a^ually  carried  them  back  to 
Lisbon,    In  diA:our(i,  however,  he  told  captain  Hardj^ 
that  the  galleons,  under  the  convoy  of  a  Ffench  fquadron, 
put  into  Vigo  the  Hxteenth  of  SepKtmher,    Captain  Hardy 
made  what  hafle  he  could  with  this  news  to  the  fleet,  with 
which  he  however  did  not  meet  until  the  third  of  OMtrf 
and  even  then  the  wind  blew  fo  hard,  that  he  found  it  im- 
poflible  to  fpeak  with  the  admiral  till  the  iixth,  when  he 
informed  him'of  what  he  had  heard.     Upon  this  fir  Gtorgi 
called  a  cou.iCil  of  war  immediately,  compofed-of  the  En- 
glijh  and  Dutch  flag-oiHcers,  by  whom  it  was  refolved  to 
iail,   as  expeditioufly  as  poffible,  to  the  port  of  ^tf,  and 
attack  the  enemy.     In  order  to  this,  fome  fmall  veflels 
were  detached  to  maks  a  difcovery  of  th?  enem/s  force, 
which  was  done  efFetSlually  by  the  Kntt*^  boat ;  and  the 
captain  underftood  that  Monf.  Cha/ieau-Rencuh*%  fquadron 
of  French  men  of  war,  and  the  Spanijh  galleons,  were  all 
in  that  harbour  j  but  the  wind  blowing  a  ftorm,  drove  the 
licet  to  the  northwards  as  far  as  Cape  Finijierre^  and  it 
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Cftme  not  before  the  place  till  the  eleventh  6f  OMer  a. 
The  paflkge  into  the  harbour  was  not  above  thcee  quarters 
of  a  mile  over,  with  a  battery  of  eight  brafs»  and  twelve 
iron  guns  on  the  north  Ade,  and  on  the  fou^h  was  a  plat- 
form of  twenty  brafs  guns^nd  twenty  iron  guns,  as  alfo  9 
ftone  fort,  with  a  breaft-work  and  deep  trench  before  i^ 
ten  guns  mounted,  and  five  hundred  men  in  it.  There 
was,  from  one  Hde  of  the  harbour  to  the  other,  a  ftron^ 
boom  compofed  of  (hips  yards  and  top-nufts,  faflened  tOr 
gether  with  three-inch  rope,  very  thick,  and  underneath 
with  haufers  and  cables.  The  top  chain  at  each  end  wa^ 
moored  to  a  feventy  gun  (hip,  the  one  was  called  the  Hope^ 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  Englijh^  and  the  other  was 
the  Bourbon,  Within  the  boom  were  moored  five  (hip« 
of  between  fixty  and  feventy  guns  each,  with  their  broad- 
fides  fronting  the  entrance  of  the  pailage,  fo  as  that  they 
might  fire  at  any  fhip  that  came  near  the  boom,  forts,  and 
platform  ^.    The  admirals  removed  the  flags  from  the 
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»  After  reading  this  account,  it  muft  furprize  any  nan  to 
hear,  that  biftiop  fiurnet  charges  the  admiral  with  want  of  di- 
ligence, negleft  of  duty,  ?nd  a  diflike  to  this  fervice;  when  no- 
thing can  be  plainer,  than,  that  he  aded  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  bufinets,  with  all  imaginable  vigour,  and  that  if  he  had 
been  inclined  to  do  otherwife,  he  had  the  faired^  opportunities 
that  could  poilibly  have  oiFered  for  avoiding  or  delaying  the 
attack.  «  The  French  writers  arc  very  copious  in  their 

defcription  of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  French  admiral  for  the 
defence  of  the  fleet ;  and  indeed  it  mufl:  be  allowed  that  the 
difpofition  was  as  good  as  the  place  would  admit.  The  count 
de  Chateau  Renault,  was  a  very  gallant  and  experienced  of- 
ficer; and  if,  as  tbefe  writers  fay,  his  reputation  was  height^ 
ened  by  this  accident,  then  it  plainly  proves,  that  our  officers 
afted  as  well  as  men  could  be  expected  to  aft.  Hiftoire  Mill- 
taire,  torn.  iii.  P«7»7-  Rapin  Thoyras  continue,  torn.  xi. 
p.  487.  Memolres  hiftoriques,  8c  chronologiques. 
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great  fliips  into  third  rates,  the  firft  and  fecond  rates  being 
all  too  big  to  go  in.  Sir  Georgi  Rookt  went  out  of  the 
^Reyal  Sovtreign  into  the  Somerftt ;  admiral  Hopfm  out  of 
the  Princi  Geerge  into  the  Torbay ;  admiral  Fairborne  out 
cf  the  St.  George  into  the  EJfex,  and  admiral  Graydon  out 
of  the  triumph  into  the  Northumberland,  A  detachment 
of  fifteen  EngUJhy  and  ten  Dutch  men  of  war,  with  all  their 
iireihips,  frigates,  and  bomb-veflels,  were  ordered  to  go 
upon  the  fervice  p. 

The  duke  of  ^rm^W,  to  facilitate  this  atttclc,  landed, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix 
miles  UoztiVigo^  two  thoufand  fi..  hundred  men,  then 
lord  Shannon  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  men  attack* 
ed  a  ftone  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  having 
made^imfelf  mailer  of  a  platform  of  forty  pieces  of  can- 
non, the  French  governor,  monf.  Sexel^  ordered  the  gates 
of  the  place  to  be  thrown  open,  with  a  refolution  to  have 
forced  his  way  through  the  Englifh  troops.  But  though 
there  was  great  bravery,  yet  there  was  but  very  little 
judgment  in  this  adlion  ;  for  his  order  was  no  foone 
obeyed,  than  the  grenadiers  entered  the  place  fword  in 

hand. 


p  It  is  perfeflly  clear  from  his  manner  of  making  this  attack, 
that  fir  George  Rooke  had  the  honour  of  his  country  as  much 
at  heart  as  any  man  could  have  ;  and  it  is  very  ftrange,  that 
,  among  fo  many  obfervatlons,  nobody  ftiould  take  notice  of  the 
great  prudence  (hewn  in  the  forming  this  difpofition,  and  the 
courage  and  alacrity  of  the  admirals,  in  quitting  the  large  fliips, 
that  mey  might  have  a  fti^re  in  the  danger,  as  well  as  in  th« 
reputation,  of  this  adion.  If  it  had  mifcarried,  we  ftiould  have 
had  refleaions  enough  on  the  admiral's  miflakes  in  this  matter; 
and,  methinks,  it  is  a  little  hard  to  pafs  in  fiicnce  this  extraor- 
dinary mark  of  his  condud.  and  leave  it  to  be  commended,  as 
it  is,  by  the  Dutch  hiftorians  only ;  as  if  they  alone  knew  how 
to  value  merit,  and  we  were  concerned  only  to  kffen  and  tra^ 
du  ce  it. 
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hand,  and  forced  the  garriTon,  confifting  of  French  and 
Spaniards,  in  number  about  three  hundred  and  fifty,  to 
furrendcr  prifoners  of  War*  ThU  was  a  conquefl  of  gre^t 
importance,  and  obtained  much  fooner  than  the  ti^em^ 
expef^ed,  who  might  otherwife  have  prevented  it,  fince 
they  had  in  the  neif^hbourhood  a  body  of  at  lead  ten  tbou« 
fand  men,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of  BraiancoH, 
It  was  iikewife  of  great  confequetice  in  reipeSt  to  the  fleet, 
fmce  our  (hips  would  hav^  been  excefHvely  galled  by  the 
fire  from  that  platform  and  fort  1.  ,    ■ 

As  foon  therefore,  as  our  flag  was  fcen  flying  from  the 
place,  the  (hips  advanced,  and  vice-admiral  Hcp/on  in  the 
Torhay,    crowding  all  the  fail  he   could,  ran  dire£tly  a» 
gainfib  the  boom,  broke   it,  and  then  the  Kentj  with  the 
reft  of  the  fquadron^  Englijh  and  Dutch,  entered  the  har-» 
boar. -The  enemy  Utade  a  prodigious  fire  upon  them,  both 
from  their  fhips  and  batteries  on  (hone,  till  the  latter  wm 
pofTefTed  by  our  grenadiers,  who  feeing  the  execution  doas 
by  their  guns  on  the  fleet,  behaved  with  incredible  refolu<# 
tion.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  the  enemy's  fire(htps  h^d  laid 
the  Torhy  on  board,  and  had  certainly  burnt  her,  but  that 
luckily  the  fircfhip  had  a  great  quantity  of  fnuffon  board, 
which  extinguifhed  the  flames  when  (he  came  to  blow  up  ». 
yet  the  vice-admiral  did  not  abfolutely  efcape.     Her  fore* 
top-maft  was  (hot  by  the  board,  mcft  of  the  fails  burnt  or. 
fcorched,    the   fore-yard  burnt   to  a  coal,   the  larboard 
Ihrouds,  fore  and  aft,  burnt  at  the  dead -eyes,  feveral  ports 
blown  oflF  the  hinges,  her  larboard-fidc  entirely  fcorched*. 
Vol.  III.  Y  .  oqe 
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(J  The  French  writers  fay,  that  at  the  firft  dTipearance  of  thd  ^ 
duke  ofOrraonde's  grenadiers,  the  Spanifh  mUitia  threw  down 
their  aims,  and  fled ;  and  they  likewile  admit,  that  they  fbrced  ^* 
their  way  on  the  opening  the  gate,  a^.  is  aflertcd  in  our  ac-  ■ 
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one  hundred  and  fifteen  men  killed  and  drowned  j  of  whom 
about  Axty  jumped  over-board  as  Toon  as  they  were  grap- 
pled by  the  firefhip.    The  vice-admiral,  when  he  found 
iier  in  this  condition ,  went  on  board  the  Monmouth ^  and 
hoifted  his  flag  there.    In  the  mean  time  Captain  JViUiam 
Bj/tenham,  in  the  JJfoeiation^  a  ihip  of  ninety  guns,  lay 
with  her  broadiide  to  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  harbour, 
which  was  foon  difabled  ;  and  Captain  Francis  h^  elly  in 
the  Barfieur^  a  (hip  of  the  Tame  force,  was  fcnt  to  batter 
the  fort  on  the  other  fide,  which  was  a  very  dangerous  and 
troublefome  fervice,  fince  the  enemy's  (hot  pierced  his  (hip 
through  and  through,  and  for  fome  time  he  durft  not  fire 
a  gun,  becaufe  our  troops  were  between  him  and  the  fort ; 
but  they  foon  drove  the  enemy  from  their  po((,  and  then 
the  (Iruggle  was.  between  the  French  firing,  and  our  Men 
endeavouring  to  favu  their  (hips  and  the  galleons.     In  this 
difputis  the  AJfociation  \\%A  her  main-maft  (hot,  two  men 
killed  ;  the^^ff/  had  her  fore-maft  (hot,  and  the  boatfwain 
wounded ;  the  Barfimr  had  her  main-maft  (hot,  two  men 
killed,  and  two  wounded ;  the  Mary  had  her  bowfprit 
(hot  ^      Of  the  troops  there  were  only   two  lieutenants 
and  thirty  men  killed,  and  four  fuperior  ofiicers  wounded  j 
a  very  inconfidcrable  lofs,  confidering  that  the  enemy  had 
fifteen  Fnnch  'nen  of  war,  two  frigates,  and  a  fire(hip, 
burnt,  funk,  or  taken ;  as  were  alfo  feventeen  galleons. 
As  for  the  particulars  of  the  enemy's  lofs,  and  of  what  we 

gained 


>  It  is  very  apparent  from  this  account,  that  the  adlion  was 
extremely  warm,  and  that  all  who  were  concerned  in  it,  did 
their  duty ;  and  if  we  confider  how  many  a  tempts  of  the  fame 
kindfiled  in  the  former  reign,  and  with  htow  Imall  a  lofs  this 
great  aftion  was  atchieved,  we  (hail  be  fatisfied  that  our  admi- 
rals deferved  the  highcft  commendation. 
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gaiiiod  by  this  great  vi£lory,  they  are  accounted  for  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page  >. 

Thu 

■French  fliips  takeii,  burnti  and  run  iifliore. 


Ships  burnt. 
Le  Fort  — 
L*£Dflame  - 
Le  Prudent 
Le  Solide' 


No.  of  guns. 

— 64 

'■--6a 


La  Dauphine-— 
L'Enterprenant 
La  ChoqUahte  - 


.46 

•22 

8 
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'  Le  Favdri,  a  firefhlp 
Eight  advice  boats. 

Taken  by  the  EnglIsh,  and  brought  home. 
Le  Prompt  .  1     76 

Le  Firme  1  yz 

L'Efperance  ■     ■■■ '■■  "■  70 

L'Aflur^. >   •     ■■  -^— ^- —  66 


«8f 


Taken  by  the  Dutch. 


Le  Bourbon  — 
Le  Superbe  — 
La  Sirenne— — 
Le  Modere  — 
Le  Voluntaire 
Le  Triton.  — ^ 


68 
70 
60 

56 
46 

4* 


TotaI»  ihips  21  i 
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Six  galleons  were  taken  by  the  £ng1i(h>  afld  five  by  the 
Dutch,  who  funk  fix.  As  to  the  wealth  on  board  the  galleons. 
We  neverthad  any  exa£t  account  of  it.    It  is  certain,  that  the 

Y  2  Spanifh 
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This  event  gave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  Pi 
gazetteer :  when  he  firft  fpolce  of  this  misfortune,  he  af- 
firmed; that  all  the  plate  was  carried  on  (horcand  fecured^ 
and  that  we  had  five  men  of  war  funk  in  the  attack.  Af- 
terwards he  rctliaj5led.the  firft  part  of  the  tale,  and  owned 
that  a  little  filver  was  taken ;  but  then  he  added,  that  nine 
of  our  (hips  were  wrecked  in  their  return,  and  all  their 
men  loft ;  whiclj  fliews  how  great  an  impreffion  this  lofs, 
made  on  thofc  who  ha<i  the  direction  of  this  gazette. 
Father  Daniel  gives  a  pretty  fair  account  of  this  matter, 
and  a  late  trench  hiftorian  very  candidly  owni,  that  by 
this  blow  the  naval  power  of  France  was  fo  deeply  wound- 
ed, as  that  flic  never  recovered  it  during  the  war  t, , 

There  vvere  certain  circumftances  attending  this  fuc- 
cefs  of  ours  at  Vigo^  which  heightened  its  luftre  not  a  little. 
Our  ftatefmen  had  all  along  kept  their  eyes  upon  the  gal- 
leons, and  had  adlualiy  fitted  out  a  (quadron  on  purpofe  to 
intercept  them,  under  the  command  of  fir  Cloudefley  Shovel, 
Orders  likewife  had  been  fent  to  fir  George  RjmI^^  by  the 
carl  of  Nottffighamy  which  never  reached  him  ;  and  after 
all  their  precautions,  fir  Cloudefiiy  ShovePs  fquadron 
would  fcarce  have  been  ftrong  enough  to  have  undertaki^n 

fo 


Spanifh  and  French  fliips  had  bee©  turenty-five  days  in  Vigo 
harbour,  before  the  confederates  arrived  there,  in  which  time, 
they  debarked  thebdft  partof  the  plate  and  rich  goods^  and  fent 
them  up  the  countryv  The  gdkons  had  on  board  when  they 
arrived,  twenty^  millions -of  pieces  of  eight,  befides  merchandize , 
which  was  tk<>vight  of  equal  value.  Of  the  filver,  fourteen 
millions  were  faved,  of  the  goods  about  five.  Four  millions 
of  plate  were  deftroyed,  with  ten  millions  of  ntercbandiEC  j  and 
about  two  millions  ir.  filver,  and  five  in  goods,  were  brought 
away  by  the  Engiijfh  aiwi  Dutch.  t  Sec  the  compleat  hif- 

tory  of  Europe,  for  the  year  170Z,  p.  391. 
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o  dangerous  an  enterprize.  Yet  bifhop  Burnet^  not  at  all 
dazzled  with  the  brightnefs  of  this  exploit,  tells  us,  that 
fir  Getrge  Rooke  perfomied  this  fervice  very  unwillingly, 
and  did  not  make  the  ufe  of  it  ne  might  have  done  ;  in 
which,  no  doubt,  he  was  impofed  un,  fioce  the  fa6^, 
upon  which  he  grounds  it,  is  certainly  falfe  ». 

Sir  Cimdejley  Shovel  arrived  on  the  iixteenth  oiOSfobtr^ 
as  the  troops  were  embarking,  and  the  admiral  left  him 
at  VigOy  with  orders  to  kz  the  French  men  of  war  and  the 
galleons  that  we  had  taken,  and  that  were  in  a  condition 
to  be  brought  to  England^  carefully  rigged,  and  properly 
fupplied  with  men.  He  was  likewile  dire(E^ed  to  burn  fuch 
as  could  not  be  brought  hume^  ^nd  to  take  all  the  care  he 
could  to  prevent  embezzlements  ;  and  having  appointed  a 
ftrong  fqu"  'ron  for  this  fervice,  the  admiral,  with  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  and  one  of  the  Spanijh  galltqns,  faikd  home,* 
and  arrived  in  the  Dotvns  on  the  feventh  of  November^ 
1702,  from  whence  the  great  (hips  were  about  the  middle 
of  the  month,  fent  round  to  Chatham^,        * 

Sir  Clmdejley  Shtmel,  in  the  fpaceof  a  week,  put  the 
French  men  of  war,  and  other  prizes,  into  the  beft  con- 
dition poffible  i  took  out  all  the  lading  from  a  galleon, 
which  was  made  prize  by  the  Mary^  and  brought  along 
with  him  the  Dartmouth,  which  had  been   taken  from  us 

y  3  ia 


»  If  fir  George  Roolce  had>een  fo  negligent  as  the  bifhop 
makes  him,  we  had  certainly  never  heard  of  the  Spariifh  fleet  at 
Vigo  at  all;  for  though  the  bifhop  fays,  that  the  admiral  fent 
to  none  of  the  ports  ^hereas,  exprefies  were  fent  tp  them  all 
from  Lisbotj)  yet  the  matter  of  faa  is  clearly  this,  that  fir 
George  fent  captain  Hardy  to  Lagos  Bay,  and  there  he  met* 
with  the  only  exprefs  that  was  fent  from  Lisbon  ;  fo  that  here 
we  have  a  charge,  not  only  without  proof,  but  direaiym  th(^ 
^eeth  of  proof.  ^  Burclviv,  Burnet,  Oldmixon.  &c.. 
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in  the  laft  'war,  and  was  now  made  prize  by  captain  Ppy* 
vlU }  but  as  there  was  another  (hip  of  that  name  iiv  the 
navy,  this  prize  was  called  the  Vigo.  He  alfo  took  out  of 
the  French  (hips  that  were  run  on  fhore,  fifty  brafs  guns, 
and  brought  'off  fixty  more  from  the  forts  and  batteries } 
'after  which,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  OMer^  he  fct  fire 
to  the  (hips  he  could  not  bring  away.  The  next  day  he 
left  Pigo,  but  it  proving  calm,  he  anchored  in  the  channel 
between  that  port  and  Bayonne^  where  he  fent  feveral  pri- 
Toners  on  (bore  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  had  ours  returned 
in  their  (lead  '. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  OSfohtr^  he  was  again  under 
fail,  intending  to  have  paiTed  through  the  north  channel ) 
but  the  wind  taking  him  (hort,  he  was  obliged  to  pafs 
through  that  which  lies  to  the  fouth,  where  the  galleon, 
wtiich  was  the  Monmeutb*^  prize,  ftruck  upon  a  rock,  and 
foundered  i  but  there  being  feveral  frigates  on  each  fide  of 
her,  all  her  men  were  faved  except  two.  He  was  the  very 
fame  day  joined  by  the  Dragon^  a  fifty  gun  (hip,  command- 
ed .by  captain  Hefymarty  which  had  been  attacked  by  a 
French  man  of  war  of  much  greater  force,  and  the  captain 
and  twenty-five  men  killed ;  but  his  lieutenant  fought  her 
bravely,  and  at  laft  brought  her  fafe  into  the  fleet.  In 
their  pa(rage  they  had  extream  bad  weather,  and  though 
the  Najfau  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  very  rich  prize 
which  was  coming  from  Moriaix,  yet  that  vc(rel  founder. 
ed  the  next  morning,  aqd  the  weather  wasfhen  fo  bad| 

that 

*  This  fquadron  failed  from  Spithead>  the  99th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1702.  Sir  George  Rooke  arrived  in  the  Downs,  No« 
vember  7th  ;  and  fir  Cloudefley  failed  the  z  cth  of  O^ober 
from  Vigo,  and  arrived  on  the  loth  of  Novemoer,  off*  the  Ifle 
of  Wight.    See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3361. 
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that  the  fquadron  /eparated,  tvcty  (hip  (hifting  for  itfelf } 
chough  all  had  the  good  luck  to  get  faff  to  England,  but 
n  a  very  ihattered  condition  '. 

Wb  have  now  attended  the  grand  fleet  throughout  the 
whole  expedition,  and  are  next  to  mention  what  was  per- 
formed by  feveial  detachments  made  for  particular  fervices. 
Among  thefc  the  fquadron  commanded  by  captain  John 
Leakty  claims  the  fir  ft  notice.  On  the  twenty- fourth  of 
Jurtiy  1707,  he  received  inftru£lions  from  his  royal  high* 
nefs  to  proceed  to  Newfoundland^  with  a  fmall  fquadron, 
in  order  to  prote^i  the  trade,  annoy  the  enemy,  and  bring 
the  homewardobound  (hips  under  his  ponvoy.  He  failed 
in  purfuance  of  thefe  inftrudions,  and  arrived  in  Plymouth 
Sound  on  the  twenty  fecond  of  July^  where  having  gained 
the  beft  intslligence  he  could,  as  to  the  ftate  of  our  own 
affairs,  and  of  thofe  of  the  enemy,  he  To  efFedlually  pur- 
fued  the  defign  on  which  he  came  thither,  that  by  th^ 
end  isiOdlober  he  fouod  himfelf  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
homev.  ird-bound  (hips  for  Bn^land^  having  taken  twenty- 
(line  fail  of  the  enemy,  and  burnt  two.  ,  Of  thefe,  thrte 
were  laden  with  fait,  twenty- five  with  Hfb,  and  one  from 
Martinico  with  fugar  and  melafle?,  eight  of  which  fell  into 
the  hands  oft  he  ^A'/Z/r,  nine  were  taken  by  the  Midway^ 
four  by  the  MeuntaguCy  as  many  by  the  Litchfield^  three 
by  the  Ci&tfr/«-galIey,  and  on?  by  the  Referve.  Befidea 
which,  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the  fiihing-boats  and 
ftages,  t^c»  at  Tripajfy^  St.  Mary\  Colonei^  great  and 
Uttle  St.  Lawrence's^  and  the  ifland  of  St.  Peter's  at  tht 
Kitrance  of  i^<7r/«n<- bay,  beiog  all  very  confuierable  eftab> 

Y  4  liihmenea 

y  See  the  London  Gazettee,  No.  3862,  3833,  where  it  is 
faid,  that  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  came  in  u,ider  the  cpiu< 
mfnd  pf  fir  Stafford  Fah^borne.  •. 


m 


U^-.^-'il 


m 


S4+     NAV  A  L    HISTORY 

lifhments  of  the  Frtnch  in  NtivfounMand,  and  of  thd  great- 
eft  importance  fcr  carrying  on  :bfir  fiOiery  there,  and 
breeding  their  Teamen.  At  the  latter  of  ihefe  places,  there 
was  a  fmail  fort  of  fix  guns,  which  he  totally  demolifticd  : 
after  all  which  fuccefs  he  failed  home  fafely,  though  the 
weather  was  bad,  and  arrived  with  the  fquadron  under  bis 
command  at  Portfrnouth^  on  the  tenth  of  Novtmber  in  the 
fame  year ». 

In  this,  as  in  the  former  war,  nothing  gave  uj  or  the 
Dutch  more  difturbance,  than  the  expeditions  made  from 
time  to  time  by  the  French  /hips  at  Dunkirk^  where  this 
year  they  had  a  fmall  (quadron  under  the  command  of  the 
famous  monfieur  de  Pointis.  This  induced  his  royal  high- 
nefsto  equip  a  particular  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Beaumont,  which  had  orders  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  month  o(  J unt,  to  fail  to  the  mouth  of  that  port,  in 
order  to  keep  the  French  (hips  ff om  coming  out.  The 
States  General  had  for  the  fame  purpofe  a  much  flrongcr 
fquadron  under  the  command  of  rear-admiral  Fanderduffen 
ibr  reafons  of  great  importance,  as  they  apprehended  } 
though  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  the  French  kept  kvzn 
or  eight  ihips  there  purely  Co  amufe  us  and  the  Dutch,  and 
to  keep  us  in  perpetual  motion.  According  to  the  infor- 
mations we  had  )c^ttc,  the  French  were  fometimes  faid  to 
have  a  defign  of  intercepting  our  homeward-bound  fh'ipa 
fiom  Sweden  and  Rujpa -,  accor'irg  to  others^  they  medi-* 
tated  a  defcent  upon  Scotland  ;  and  a  great  deal  of  p^ins  and 
expence  it  coft  us^  to  guard  againil  both  thefe  dcfigns.  On 
the  other  hand  the  Dutch,  who  always  piqued  themfelves 
on  having  the  beft  and  earlieft  intelligence,  were  through. 

— — — — ^ ^ '      ''  '    '^: 

4  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3861. 
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]y  fatisfied,  that  the  Dunkirk  fquadron  was  not  intended  lo 
attack  us,  but  them  i  and  that  the  true  fcheme  of  the 
French  was,  to  make  a  defccnt  upon  Ziianci  j  to  which 
purpofc  they  had  likewifc  information,  f  liat  a  body  of  eight 
thoufand  land  forces  waa  aflembled  near  0/iend,  Full  ^i 
apprehenfions  on  this  account,  tbcy  reinforced  their  fqua- 
dron before  Dunkirk  to  eighteen  men  of  war  of  the  line, 
and  fent  vice-admiral  Evertfen  to  command  it.  This  offi- 
cer found  himfclf  fo  ftridly  tied  up  by  his  iriftru£tionj,  that 
he  could  not  afFord  any  afTiftance  to  our  commodore,  v/hen 
in  purfuance  to  orders  from  home,  he  fent  to  demand  it. 
However,  after  feverai  months  fruiilefs  attendance,  and 
frequent  informations  given  to  the  earl  of  Nottingham^  that 
the  French  were  at  fea,  and  gone  here  and  gone  there,  it 
at  latt  appeared,  that  commodore  tieaummt  had  been  all 
the  while  in  the  right,  who  affirmed  in  his  letters,  that  they 
never  ftirred  out  of  the  harbour  «. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1702,  died  the  famous  John  du  Bart,     He  was 

a  native 

<mmmm>m^mm^mmtm nil  II  ^  W 

•  Burchct's  naval  hiftory,  p.  635.  Memoirs  of  John  du  Bart, 

J).  31C.  London  Gazette, No.  3857,  In  all  probability,  th« 
'rench  themfelves  were  the  authors  of  thefe  pieces  ol  falfe  in* 
telligence,  on  purpofe  to  alarm  us  and  our  allies,  and 'to  keep 
lip  the  reputation  of  this  formidable  fquadron.  Thus  much 
indeed  was  tfue,  that  the  people  in  Scotland  were  in  a  great 
meafure  difafFefted,  and  the  French  from  time  to  time  pro- 
jnifed  them  afliftance  from  Dunkirk  ;  but  the  condition  of 
their  marine,  was  fuch  as  did  not  enable  them  to  undertake  any 
thing  of  importance  j  and  indeed  the  u  hole  ftrcngth  of  the 
Dunkirk- fquadron  was  altogether  infufficient  for  performing 
any  of  the  enterprizes  that  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  defigned  for. 
In  this,  therefore,  lay  the  error  of  our  miniftry,  that  they  had 
liot  proper  intelligence  as  to  the  force  of  that  iquadron,  for 
this  would  have  rendered  it  impofiible  for  them  to  have  been 
played  upon  as  they  were.  \ 
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ft  native  of  Dunkirk,  as  fome  fay,  though  otheri  alledgt 
that  he  was  born  at  Newcajlle  upon  Tyniy  but  being  carripd 
over  a  child,  was  bred  up  from  hii  infancy  in  the  fca-fei- 
vice  at  Dunkirk  K  This  is  certain,  that  his  mother  was 
m  Engbjh  w  man,  and  that  he  fpent  the  firft  part  of  hii 
life  in  ouri  and  the  Dutch  fervice  j  but  having  nothing 
but  his  merit  lo  recommend  him  he  obtained  ytty  little,  if 
«ny,  preferment,  which  difgufted  him  fo  much,  that  up- 
on the  brealcing  out  of  the  former  war,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  Franei,  and  rofe  there  to  the  command  of 
the  Dunkirk  fquadron  i  in  which  poft  he  rendered  hin^fclf 
fufficiently  terrible  to  i\it  Englijb  and  Dutch,  by  taking 
more  of  their  (hips,  than  almoft  all  the  other  French  pu- 
vateers  together  c.  He  was  fucceeded  in  his  command  by 
the  Sieur  Pointis^  who  had  taken  Carthagtna,  and  whon^ 
the  French  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  reward  ;  thoug!) 
it  is  certain  he  had  neither  the  induftry  nor  the  capacity  of 

his 


B  See  the  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  for  the  year  1702^ 
p.  480)481.  cThisdu  Bart  performed  molt  of  his 

great  exploits  by  mere  dint  of  knowledge.  He  derived  froii^ 
nature  a  wonderful  genius  for  inaritime  affairs,  and  improved 
this  by  a  fteady  application  to  them.  His  perfect  acquaint- 
ance with  all  the  coafls  enabled  him  to  perform  wonders  ;  'be- 
caufe  he»  generally  fpeaking,  had  to  do  with  men  n^uch  infe- 
rior to  him  in  this  kind  of  flcill.  He  was,  befides,  a  moft  ex* 
cellent  feaman,  and  never  traded  to  the  care  of  others,  what  it 
was  ir  his  power  to  fee  done  himfelf.  By  this  means,  he  kept 
his  ihips  conft&ntly  clean,  and  in  readinefs  to  go  to  Tea  when- 
ever  an  opportunity  offered;  and  his  fagacity,  and  fuccefs, 
placed  him  fo  high  in  the  efteem  of  Lewis  XIV.  that  he  gene- 
rally made  choice  of  him,  for  the  execution  of  the  mo>1  difH- 
cult  enterprizes  undertaken  during  his  reign  ;  fuch  as  the  con- 
voying the  prince  of  Conti  to  Poland,  and  the  efcorting  the 
tranfports  for  the  intended  defcent  on  England^  in  169^. 


ITS 
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his  predeceflbr.  But  if  we  had  nothing  but  the  inftance  of 
this  year's  trouble  and  expence,  in  which  no  \e(^  thaa 
thirty  of  our  and  the  Statu  Gimrai's  (hips  were  employed 
in  watching  the  Dunkirk  fqaadron,  it  would  be  fufficient 
to  Aiew  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  keeping  that  port  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  and  never  permitting  the  French  to  gain 
by  plunder,  the  effects  of  other  peoples  induftry  ;  neither 
can  any  flight  commerce  carried  on  there,  in  time  of  peace^ 
make  the  maritime  powers  the  leaft  amends  for  the  risk 
they  muft  run,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  war,  (hould  thii 
port  ever  be  reftored  <*. 

I  am  now  to  fpeak  of  admiral  Benhow*i  expedition  to 
the  Wift-Indits^  and  of  his  unfortunate  death,  the  memory 
of  which  I  could,  for   the  honour  of  my  country,  wiQi 
ihould  be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  but  fince  that  is  impoflible, 
I  (hall  give  the  faireft  and  fulleft  account  of  the   matter 
that  I  am  able,  having  taken  all  the  pains  that  I  poffibly 
could,  to  be  perfectly  informed  of  every  circumftance  re- 
lating to  that  affair,   and   {hall  be  particularly  careful  to 
avoid  concealing  truth  on  the  one  fide,  and  no  lefs  watch- 
ful not  to  exaggerate  it  on  the  other.     We  have  already 
mentioned  the  caufe  and  the  manner  of  admiral  Benbow's 
putting  to  Tea  with  his  fquadron,  which  confifled  of  two 
third  and  eight  fourth  rates.     He  arrived  at  Barbadoes  oq 
the  third  of  ^ww^<rr,  1701,  from  whence  he  failed  to  C3^- 

amine 

^  I  hint  this,  the  rather  becaufe  fome  people  have  laid  % 
great  ftrefs  on  our  commerce,  by  means  of  that  port,  which 
they  Mrpuld  have  us  believe  tprns  in  the  main  more  to  our  ad- 
vantage, than  tp  that  of  the  French  Jt  is  certain,  however, 
that  mch  as  are  of  this  opinion,  have  little  acquaintance  with 
^he  maxims  of  the  French  government,  or  the  attention  that 
the  prefent  French  niiniftry  pay  to  thines  of  c^is  nature  i 
tliere  being  perhaps  no  nation  in  the  world  where  nicer  en-r 
quiries  ^e  made  into  whatever  regards  commerce. 
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amine  the  ftate  of  the  Fnncb,  and  of  our  own  Leeward 
Iflands.     He  found  the  former  in  fome  oonfuflon,  and  the 
latter  in  fo  good  a  ftate  of  defence,  that  the  did  not  look 
upon  himfelf  under  any  neceility   of  flaying  there,  and 
therefore  failed  to   Jamaica  ^.     There  he  received  advice 
of  two  French  fquadrons  being  arrived  in   the  U^e/i-lndUs^ 
which  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  and  i  f  Bar- 
haf^ies  very  much.  After  taking  care,  as  far  as  his  (trength 
would  permit,  of  both  places,   he  formed  a  defign  of  at- 
tacking Petit  Guavas ;  but,  before  he  could  execute  it,  he 
had  intelligence  that  monfieur  Ducajfe  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hifpaniohy  wi/h  a  fquadron  of  French  fliips, 
with  an  intent  to  fettle  the  Ajfiento  in  favour  of  the  French^ 
and  to  deftroy  the   Englijb   and  Dutch  trade  for  Negroes. 
Upon  this  he  detached  rear-admiral  ^/^(fZ/Z^w^  in    purfuit  of 
him,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  July^  1702,  he  lailed  from 
Jamaica  in  order   to  have  joined  the   rear-admiral :    but 
having  intel!igence  that  Ducajfe  was  expe<2ed  at  Leopant 
on  the  nor'vh  fjde  of  Hifpaniola^  he  plied   for  that  port,  be- 
fore which  he  arrived  on  the   twenty  leventh.     Not  far 
from  the  town  he  perceived    feveral  Oiips  at  anchor,  and 
one  under   fail,  who  fent  out   her  boat  to  difcov^ir   his 
ilreng'h,  which  coming  too   near  was  taken  \  from  the 
crew  of  which  they  learned,  that  there  were  fix  merchant- 
fhips  in  the  port,  and  that  the  (hip  they  belonged  to  w^s  a 
man  of  war  of  fifty  guus,  which   the  admiral  prefTeJ  fo 

hard, 


•  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3862.  where  it  is  faid, 
that  all  the  feamen,  as  well  as  the  afim.ral  and  officers,  were 
fo  well  accuflomed  to  that  climate,  that  they  were  in  very 
good  health,  and  iiot  above  ten  tnea  fick  in  the  hofpital.  See 
alfo  Rurchet^s  naval  hiftory,  and  the  complete  hiftory  of  Eu,- 
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hard,  that  the  captain,  feeing  no  ptx>bability  of  efcaping, 
ran  the  fhip  a-(hore,  and  blew  her  up.  On  the  twenty 
eighth  the  admiral  came  before  the  town,  where  he  Found 
a  fhip  of  about  eighteen  guns  hauled  under  their  fortiBcatH 
ons,  which  however  did  not  hinder  his  burning  her.  The 
reft  of  the  (hips  had  failed  before  day,  in  order  to  get  into  a 
better  harbour,  viz*  Cul  de  Sac,  but  fonie  of  our  fhips^ 
between  them  and  that  port  took  three  of  them,  and  funk 
a  fourth.  The  adminl,  after  alarming  Petit  Guavas^ 
which  he  found  it  in>poffible  to  attack,  failed  for  Donna 
Maria  hay,  where  he  continued  till  the  tenth  of  Augu/i^^ 
when  having  received  advice,  that  monfieur  Ducap  was 
failed  for  Carihagena,  and  fiom  thence  was  to  fail  lo  Porta 
Bel/Of  he  rcfolved  to  follow  him,  and  accordingly  failed 
that  day  for  the  Spanijh  coaft  oi  Santa  Martha  f. 

On  the  ntncteenth  in  the  evening,  he  difcovcrcd,  neaf 
that  place,  ten  fail  of  tall  (hips  to  the  weftward  :  (landing 
towards  them,  he  found  the  bcft  part  of  them  French  men 
of  war  ;  upon  this  he  made  the  ufual  fignal  for  a  line  of 
battle,  going  away  with  an  eafy  fail,  that  his  (lernmoft 
(hips  might  come  up  and  join  them,  the  French  (leering 
along  (hore  pnder  their  toph-fails.  Their  fquadron  con- 
fided of  four  ihip5,  ffom  (\xty  to  ferenty  guns,  with  one 
great  XV^«r^  buih  fhip  of  about  thirty  or  forty  j  and  there 
was  another  f^ll  of  foldiers,  the  reft  fmall  one»,and  a  lloo{». 
Our  frigates  a-ilcjo  were  a  long  time  in  coming  up,  and 
,  the 


f  Mercure  hiftorique  ^t  politique,  1702.  p.  .657,  where, 
there  is  a  very  exadl  a,ecetint  of  his  proceedings,  while  On  the 
coaft  of  Hifpaniola.  See  alfo  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  vice  admiral  Ben,bow,  in  the  WeiI4xidieSy  is  the  appoiwtoK 
to  the  complete  hiftory  ui  Eucof  e^  fbr  the  y^^  1  jQi^  sirawn 
up  from  his  own  journal.     '  ; 
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the  night  advancing,  the  admiral  fteered  tdong  ftde'  of  th< 
Prtncbi  but  though  he  endeavoured  to  near  them^  yet  he 
mtend«;d  not  to  make  any  attack  until  the  Dtfiana  was  got 
a-breaft  of  the  headmo(l^  Before  he  could  reach  that  fta<* 
tion  the  Falmouth  (which  was  in  the  rear)  attempted  the 
Dutch  (hip,  the  Wind/or  the  (hip  a-brdaft  of  her,  as  did  alfo 
the  Dtpancty  and  foon  after  the  rear-admiral  himfelf  was 
engaged,  having  firft  received  the  fire  of  the  (hip  which 
was  oppofite  to  him  \  but  the  Defianct  and  ffindfir  ftood 
tio  more  than  two  or  three  broadftdes  before  they  luft  out 
of  gun-(kot,  infomucb  that  the  two  fternmofl  (hips  of  the 
enemy  lay  upon  the  admiral,  and  gaukd  him  very  much  $ 
nor  did  the  (hips  in  the  rear  come  up  to  his  aififtance  with 
that  diligence  which  might  have  been  expeded.  From 
four  o'clock  until  night  the  Hght  continued^  and  though 
they  then  left  off  firing,  yet  the  admiral  kept  them  com- 
pany ;  and  being  of  opinion,  that  it  might  be  better  for 
the  fervice  if  he  had  a  new  line  of  battle,  and  led  himfelf 
on  all  tacks ;  he  did  fo,  and  the  line  of  battle  then  flood 
thus  s. 

gum 

7%t  Bnda^       Vice- Admiral  Bttthw  and  Capt.  Fog.'^jo 
Thi  Defianct     Captain  Richard  Kirby,         ■  64 

T^e  Greenwich,  Captain    Cooper  Wadt*         ■    ■  •  54 

^e  Ruhy^         Captain  George  Walton.  ■«■  ■■"  '■■■  ■      *,  48 
TA/  Pendennisy  Captain  Thomas  JJiudfin,  — *—  — —  48 

The  Windfor^     Captain  John  Conftahle,-"-^'-^ 48J 

Thi  Falmouth,  Captain  Samuel  Vincent,         .  48 

'  On  the  twentieth  at  day- break,  he  found  himfelf  very 
near  the  enemy,  with  only  the  kul^^  to  ai&ft  him,  the 

reflf 


g  Burchet,   01dmixon«  and  the  account  citedi  in  the  lail 
note. 
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reft  of  the  £hip8  lying  three,  four,  or  five  miles  afterR. 
They  had  but  little  wind,  and  though  the  admiral  waa 
within  gun-fhot  of  the  enemy,  yet  the  latter  wai  fo  civil 
as  not  to  fire.  About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  fea  breezt 
began  to  blow,  and  then  the  enemy  got  into  a  linci  mak- 
ing what  fail  they  could  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  (hips  not  com« 
ing  up^  the  admiral  and  the  Ruby  plyed  them  with  chacc* 
guns,  and  kept  thsm  company  all  the  next  night  K 

On  the  twenty  firft  the  admiral  was  on  the  quarter  of 
the  fecond  (hip  of  the  enemy's  line,  within  point-blank- 
ihot}  but  the  Ruhy  being  a- head  of  the  fame  (hip,  (he 
£red  at  her,  as  the  other  (hip  did  likewife  that  was  a-head 
of  the  admiral.  The  Bnda  engaged  the  (hip  that  firft  at'- 
tacked  the  Ruby,  and  plyed  her  Co  warmly,  that  (he  was 
forced  to  tow  off.  The  admiral  would  have  followed  her 
but  the  Ruby  was  in  fuch  a  condition  that  he  could  not 
leave  her.  During  this  engagement  the  rear  (hip  of  the 
enemy'j  was  a-breaft  of  the  Difiana  and  Wlndfor^  but 
neither  of  thofe  (hips  fir;d  a  fingle  (hot.  On  the  twenty 
fecond  at  day-break,  the  Gnenwkh  was  five  leagues  a-ftern 
though  the  fignal  for  battle  was  never  ftruck  night  or  day; 

'     about 


\  Hence  it  appears,  that  if  the  Ruby  had  deferted  admiral 
Benbow  with  the  reft,  he  could  have  done  nothing;  but  muft 
have  been  obliged  to  return  to  Jamaica,  which  was  'what  his 
captains  aimed  at :  and  if  this  could  have  been  efFe^led,  they 
had  in  all  probability  carried  their  point,  and  the  whole  blame 
had  been  thrown  upon  the  admiral  ;  which  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrates  the  merit  of  the  gentleman  who  commanded  the  Ruby, 
viz.  the  late  fir  George  Walton,  who  had,  however,  been  tam- 
pered with  in  his  turn  by  the  other  captains ;  but  when  he 
came  to  be  fober  and  to  coofider  the  matter  better,  difcharged 
his  duty  at  became  him. 
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about  threo  in   the  afternoon  the  wind  came  foutherly, 
which  gave  the  enemy  the  weat\Ner-gage  *. 

On  the  twenty  third  the  enerny  was  fix  leagues  a-hcad» 
tnd  the  great  Dutch  fhip  fcparateJ  from  them.     At  ten  the 
enemy  taciced  with  the  wind  u  £.  N.  E.  the  vic:;-admiral 
fetched  point-blank  within   a  (hot  or  two  of  them,  and 
each  gave  the  other  his  broadfide.     About  noon  they  took 
from  the  enemy  a  fmall  Englijh  {Hip,  called  the  -//««•  galleyv 
which  they  had  taken  off  the  rock  of  Liibm.    The  Ruby 
being  di fabled,  the  admiral  ordered   her  for  Port-Royal. 
The  >cft  of  the  fquadron  now  came  up,  and  the  enemy 
being  but  two  miles  off,  the  brave  admiral  was  in  hopes  of 
doing  fomething  at  hfl,  and  therefore  continued  to  f?,ee^ 
after  them  j  but  his  (hips,  except  the  Falmouth,  were  fooa 
a-ftern  again  ;  at  twelve  the  enemy  began  to  feparate  *, 
-   On  the  twenty  fdurth  about  two  in  the  morning,  they 
c»me  up  within  call  of  the  fternmoft,  there  being  then 
very  little  wind.     The  admiral  fired  a  broadfide  with  dou- 
ble round  below,  and  round  and  partridge  aloft.     At  three 
•'dock  the  admiral's  right  leg  was  (hattered  to  pieces  by  a 
chain-fliot,  and  he  was  carried  down;  but  he  prefently 
ordered  his  cradle  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  continued  the 
fight  till  day.     Then  appeared  the  ruins  of  the  enemy's 
fliip  of  about  feventy  guns,  her  main-^yatd  duwn  and  (hot 
to  pieces,  her  fore -top-fail- yard  (hot  away,  her  mizert- 
maft  (hot  by  the  board,  all  her  rigging  gone,  and  her 
fides  bored  to  pieces.     The  admiral  loon  after  difcovered 

che 

i  See  Burchet*s  naval  hiftory,.and  the  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  vice  admiral  Benbow,  from  wheuce,  indeed,  moft 
of  the  other  accounts  are  tranfcribed.  ^^  In  this,  all  the 

accounts  we  have,  agree  ;'  arid  nothing  can  be  plainer  than 
that,  if  thefe  captains  had  now  returned  to  their  daty,  moft 
of  DucaHe's  fquadron  muft  have  been  vaken.     ^ 
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the  ftnetny  ftanding  towards  him  with  a  ftfong  gale  of 
Windk  The  ff^ndfitf  Pendtnnis^  and  Grienwich^  a-head 
oftheenem/^  came  to  the  leeward  of  the  difabled  (hip^ 
fired  their  broadfldesi  palled  her,  and  ftood  to  the  routh« 
ward  :  then  carotj  the  Defianct^  fired  part  of  her  broad* 
fide,  when  the  difabled  ihip  returning  about  twenty  guns^ 
the  Difianci  put  her  helm  a-weather*  and  ran  away  ri^hc 
before  the  wind,  lowered  both  her  top-fails,  and  ran  to 
the  leeward  of  the  Falmouth^  without  any  regard  to  the  Ag- 
nal  of  battle  \ 

The  enemy  feeing  the  other  two  (hips  ftand  to  th« 
fouthward^  expe£led  they  would  have  tacked  and  ftood  to- 
wards them,  and  therefore  they  brought  their  heads  to  thd 
northward.  But  when  they  faw  thofe  (hips  did  not  tack, 
they  immediately  bore  down  upon  the  admiral,  and  ran 
between  th<ir  difabled  (h'p  and  him,  and  poured  in  all 
their  (hot,  by  whi'zh  they  brought  down  his  mjiin-top-faiU 
yard,  and  (hattered  his  rigging  very  much,  none  of  the 
other  (hips  being  near  him,  or  taking  the  leaft  notice  of 
his  fignals,  though  captain  Fogg  ordereid  two  guns  to  be 
fired  at  the  fliips  a>h€ad,  in  order  to  put  them  in  mind  oi 
their  duty.  The  Frtnch^  feeing  things  in  this  confufion, 
brought  too,  and  lay  \i^  their  own  difabled  (hip,  reman- 
ned  and  took  her  into  tow.  The  Breda*s  rigging  being 
much  (hattered,  (he  was  forced  to  lye  by  until  ten  o'clock, 
and  being  then  refitted,  the  admiral  ordered  his  captain  to 
purfue  ^he  enemy,  then  about  three  miles  to  the  leeward, 

Z  hi» 

»    _ 

lit  was  upon  full  evidence  of  this  fadl,  that  captain  ICirby 
(who^i  the  Gazette  calls  Kirkby)  was  condemned  for  cowardice 
though  on  other  occafioris,  he  had  behaved  well.  It  was  ge- 
nerally fuppofed,  <hat  he  was  the  author  of  thii  fcheme  >  M 
Itaft,  he  was  charged  with  being  fo,  by  Wade  and  Conftable, 
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his  line  of  battle  fignal  out  all  the  while^  and  captain  Fogg^ 
by  the  admiral's  orders.  Tent  to  the  other  captains,  to  or- 
der them  to  keep  the  line,  and  behave  like  men.    Upon 
this  captain  Kirby  came  on  board  the  admiral,  and  told 
Kim,  lljat  he  had  better  dejiji  j  that  the  French  were  very 
Jirong  }  and  that  from  what  was  paft  hi  might  guefs  he 
could  make  nothing  of  it  >".     The  brave  admiral  BettboWf 
more  Airprized  at  this  language  than  he  would  have  been 
at  the  fight  of  another  French  fquadron,  (ent  for  the  reft 
of  the  captains  on  board,  in  order  to  ask  their  opinion. 
They  obeyed  him  indeed,  but  were  moft  of  them  in  cap- 
tain Kirby  s  yizj  of  thinking ;  which  fatisHed  the  admiral 
that  they  were  not  inclined  to  light,  and  thai:,  as  Kirby 
phrafsd  it,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done^  though  there  was 
the    faireft  opportunity    that   had    yet    offered.      Our 
ftrength  was  at  this  time,  one  (hip  of  feventy  guns,  one  of 
fixty-four,  one  of  fixty,  and  three  of  fifty  5  their  mafts, 
yards,  and  all  things  elfe  in  as  good  condition  as  could  be 
expeded,  and  not  above  eight  men  killed,  except  in  the 
vice-admiral's  own  (hip,  nor  was  there  any  want  of  am- 
munition ;  whereas  the  enemy  had  now  no  more  than 
four  (hips  from  fixty  to  feventy  gutts,  and  one  of  them 
difabled  and  in  tow.     The  vice' admiral  thought  proper 
upon  this,  to  return  to  Jamaica^  where  he  arrived  with 
his  fquadron  very  weak    with  a   fever  induced  by, his 

wounds, 


m  This  was  depofed  at  the  trial,  and  was  not  denied  by  Kir- 
by. After  this,  the  officers'-of  his  own  fliip  preffed  the  adijii' 
ral  to  retire  to  Jamaica,  from  an  apprchenfion,  that  thefe 
captains,  being  become  dt'fperate,  might  go  over  to  th^  enemy, 
to  which  the  admiral  unwillingly  confcnted. 
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wounds,  and  was  foon  after  joined  by  rear-admiral  IVhU" 
ft«niy  with  the  jihips  under  his  command  n. 
.  As  foon  as  he  conveniently  could,  vice-admiral  Binhow 
iifued  a  comitiiffion  to  rear-admiral  Whttftonty  and  to  feve- 
ral  captains,  to  hold  a  court  martial  for  the  tryal  of  feveral 
offenders.  On  the  fixth  of  OSfobtry  1 7 02,  the  court  fe^ 
at  Port-Royal^  when  csptain  Kirby,  of  the  Dtfiance^  was 
brought  upon  his  tryal.  He  was  aczufed  of  cowardice, 
breach  of  orders,  and  negled  of  duty  j  which  crimes  were 
proved  upon  oath,  by  the  admiral  himfelf,  ten  commiffion, 
arui  eleven  warrant-officers  s  by  whofe  evidence  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  admiral  boarded  Ducaffi  in  perfon  three, 
times,  and  received  a  large  v^ound  in  his  face,  and  ano- 
ther in  his  arm,  before  his  leg  was  (hot  off:  That  Kirby^ 
after  two  o**  three  brbadfides,  kept  always  out  of  gun-ihot> 
and  by  his  behaviour  created  fuch  a  fear  of  his  defertion^ 
as  greatly  difcouraged  the  Engltjh  in  the  engagement : 
That  he  kept  two  or  three  miles  a  ftern  all  the  fecond 
day,  though  commanded  again  and  again  to  keep  his  fla- 
tion ;  That  the  third  day  he  did  not  fire  a  gun,  though 
lie  Taw  the  admiral  in  the  deepeft  didrefs,  having  two  or 
three  French  men  of  war  upon  him  at  a  time,  and  that  he 
threatned  to  kill  his  boatfw^in  for  repeating  the  admiral's 
command  to  Hre.  He  had  very  little  to  fay  for  himfelf, 
and  therefore  was  mofl  defervedly  fentenced  to  be  (hot. 
The  fame  day  captain  Conjiabky  of  the  Winfor^  was  tried; 
his  own  officers  vindicated  him  from  cowardice,  but  the 
reft  of  the  charge  being  clearly  proved,  he  was  fentenced  to 

•    Z  2  be 


n  The  reafon  of  his  retiring,  is  given  in  the  former  note, 
and  the  truth  of  this  account  is  venried  in  the  hiitoire  de  S. 
jDomingue,  vol.  iv-p.  203. 
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be  cafhiered,  and  to  be  imprifoned  during  her  majefty'i 
plcafurc.  The  next  day  captain  fTadt  was  tried,  and  the 
charge  being  fully  proved  by  fixteen  commifBon  and  war- 
rant-officers on  board  his  own  (hip,  as  alfo  that  he  was 
drunk  during  the  whole  time  of  the  engagement;  he, 
making  little  or  no  defence,  had  the  fame  fentence  with 
JGrby.  As  for  captain  Hud/on^  he  died  a  few  days  before 
his  tryal  Chould  have  come  on,  and  thereby  avoided  dying 
as  Kirhy  and  ff^adi  did ;  for  his  cafe  was  exactly  the  (ame 
with  theirs  ^ 

Upon 


o  This  is  take  -  ke  proceedings  of  the  court-martialy 
which  is  referred  u.  m  th  !*  ondon  Gazette,  No.  3878,  where 
we  have  the  following  ihon  iccount  of  the  whole  affair.  "  As 
*'  foon  as  M.  Ducaffe,  with  his  fquadron,  appeared  in  fight, 
«  the  admiral  immedii.tely  made  a  fignal  for  oattle,  and  at- 
"  tacked  the  enemy  very  briikly,  and  maintained  the  fight  for 
"  five  days ;  fo  that,  if  he  had  been  feconded  by  the  other 
"  (hips  of  his  fqua  iron,  he  would  certainly  have  taken  or  de- 
*'  Ilroyed  all  the  Friench ;  but  four  of  his  fhips  did  not  affill 
'*  him;  the  Ruby  on  the  21ft,  was  difabled,  and  afterwards 
*'  fent  to  Port  Royal,  a*td  the  whole  burthen  lay  upon  the 
"  admiral  and  the  Falmouth  ;.  who,  however,  took  a  prize, 
"  being  an  Englifh  velTel,  which  the  enemy  had  formerly  tak- 
'*  en  from  us;  difaibled  the  enemy's  fecond  (hip,  (b  that  they 
**  were  obliged  to  tow  her  away,  and  very  much  (battered  the 
*'  reft  of  their  fquadron,  which  fince,  is  put  into  Porto  fiello. 
"  The  admiral  on  the  24th,  had  his  leg  broke  by  a  chain* 
*  (hot,  which  yet  did  not  difcourage  him  from  continuing  the 
"  fight ;  yet,  not  being  able  to  prevail  with  his  captains  to 
*'  concur  with  him  in  that  opinion,  he  was  obliged  to  give 
"  over  his  defign.  On  the  6th  of  Odtober,  rear-admiral 
«  Whetftone,  by  oommi(rion  from  the  admiral,  held  a  court' 
**  martial,  wherein  captain  Kirby,  and  captain  Cooper 
"  Wade,  were  forcow;irdice  and  breach  of  orders,  condemned 
•'  to  be  (hot  to  death  ;  but  the  execution  refpitcd,  till  her 
"  majeily's  pleafure  (hould  be  known.  Captain  Confta^le 
"  being  cleared  of  cowardice,  was  for  breach  of  orders, 
"  cafhiered  from  her  majefty's  fervice,  and  condemned  to  im- 
**  prifonment  during  her  pleafure,  captain  Hudfon  died  before 
"the  tryal." 
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Upon  the  twelfth  came  on  the  trials  of  captain  Vmcfnt 
comoiander  of  the  Falmouth^  and  captain  Fogg^  who  wat 
captain  of  the  admiral's  own  (hip  the  Breda^  for  figning, 
at  the  perfuafion  of  captain  Kirby,  a  paper,  containing  an 
obligation  on  themfclves  not  to  fight  the  French,  The 
h&.  was  clear,  and  the  captains  themfelves  did  not  difpute 
it.  All  they  offered  was  in  extenuation  of  their  offence, 
and  amounted  only  to  this,  that  they  were  apprehendve 
Kirby  would  have  deferted  to  the  enemy,  and  they  took 
this  ftep  to  prevent  it.  But  this  tale  would  have  hardly 
pailed  on  the  court«martial,  if  the  admiral  himfelf  had  not 
given  fome  weight  to  their  excufes,  by  declaring,  that» 
however  they  might  be  overfeen  in  fiibfcribing  that  paper,, 
yet  they  certainly  behaved  themfelves  very  gallantly  in  the 
light..  For  the  fake  of  difcipline,  the  court,  however 
thought,  fit  to  fufpend  them  ;  and  yet,  to  favour  t^  * 
captains,  this  judgment  was  given  with  a  provifo  that  ea« 
tirely  took  off  its  edge,  v/z.  That  it  fhould  not  commr  "^ 
till  his  royal  highnefs's  pleafure  fliould  be  known. 

I  cannot  help  takini^  ..otice  of  fecretary  Burchet*^  odd 
way  of  telling  thid  Itory:  In  thefirft  place  he  conceals  the. 
names  of  ias  criminals ;  out  of  refped,  he  fays,  to  thei^ 
families,  and  becaufe  one  of  them  (but  he  doth  not  tell  U9 
which)  had  behaved  well  before.  He  then  turna  buvfelf 
to  admiral  Benbowy  and  gives  him  a  fort  of  niegative  cba^i 
rader  in  the  following  words.  '<  Tbu&  much  may  be 
<^  obferved  as  to  vice-i-admiral  Benhowh  conduct,  that  al- 
"  though  he  was  a  good  feaman,  and  a  gallant  man,  and 
**  that  he  was  qualified  in  moft  refpe£ls  to  command  a 
"  fquadron,  efpecially  in  the  IVed-Indies,  in  .vhich  part  of 
**  the  world  he  had  had  long  experience  ;  yet,  when  he 
M  foi^nd  his  captains  fo  very  remifs  in  their  duty,  1  think  he 
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«  ought,  in  point  of  difcredon,  to  have  fummoned  thcfm ; 
**  and  even  that  at  firft,  on  boa»d  his  own  (hip,  and  there 
**  confined  them,  and  placed  their  firft  lieutenants  in  their 
**  Toop^Sy  who  would  have  fought  well,  were  it  for  no 
**  other  reafon  than  the  hopes  of  being  continued  in  thofe 
*<  commands,  had  they  furvived  p. 

This,  I  muft  confefs,  does  not  by  any  means  fatisfy 
me.  Admiral  Benbow  was  no  prophet :  he  could  not  fore- 
tel  that  thefe  captains  would  behave  ill,  nor  could 
be  be  fure  that  they  did  behave  ill,  till  they  had  fre^ 
quently  difobeyed  his  fignals.  Part  of  the  time  he  was 
warmly  engaged,  and  that  could  be  no  feafon  for  conful. 
tation  ;  and  part  of  the  time  the  weather  was  foul,  and 
then  he  could  not  call  them  on  board.  Befides,  he  was 
furrounded  by  bad  men,  and  thought  himielf  in  fo  little 
capacity  of  puniftiing  thefe  people  at  fea,  that  be  retired  to 
Jamaica  purely  to  be  fafe.  But  it  would,  methinks,  have 
fuited  mr,  *Burchet*s  purpofe  better,  to  have  gone  to  the 
bottom  of  this  affair,  which,  for  any  thing  I  can  learn, 
the  world  is  unacquainted  with  yet,  and  therefore  I  think 
inyfelf  obliged  to  publiih  it.  The  admiral  was  an  honeft, 
rough  feaman,  and  fancied  that  his  command  was  beftowed 
upon  him  for  no  other  reafon,  than  that  he  (hould  ferve 
his  country :  this  induced  him  to  treat  captain  Kirhy,  and 
the  reft  of  the  gentlemen,  a  little  roughly  at  Jamaica, 
Hrhen  he  found  them  not  quite  fo  ready  to  obey  his  orders, 

as 


T  Naval  hiftory,  p.  598.  The  captains  who  fufFered,  had 
feme  very  great  relations,  arid  in  all  probability,  a  deiire  of 
being  well  with  them,  prevented  the  inferting  the  names  of 
tiiefe  offenders  in  this  celebrated  performance.  Hut  to  be  fo  tender 
of  them,  and,  in  the  very  fame  breath,  to  attack  obliquely  the 
charadler  of  fo  worthy  a  man  as  admiial  Benbow,  does  no  great 
honour  to  his  hiftory. 
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0  he  thought  was  their  duty ;  and  this  it  was  that  engaged 
them  in  the  bafe  and  wicked  deiign  of  putting  it  out  of  his 
po¥rer  to  engage  the  Ftnuhy  prefuming  that,  as  fo  many 
were  concerned  in  it,  they  might  be  able  to  juftify  them- 
ielrea,  and  throw  the  blame  upon  the  admiral,  and  fo 
they  hoped  to  be  rid  of  him.  But  his  rugged  honefty  baf- 
fled them  ;  and  we  may  guefs  at  the  fpirit  of  the  man,  by 
the  anfwer  he  gave  one  of  his  lieutenants,  who  exprefled 
his  forrow  for  the  lofs  of  his  leg,  /  am  firry  fir  it  tot^ 
fays  the  gallant  Binbtw ;  hut  i  had  rather  have  loji  them 
both,  than  havefien  this  d{/h»nour  brought  upon  the  £ngli(h 
nation.  Buty  dot  you  hear  ?  if  another  jhot  Jhould  taki 
me  ojfy  behave  like  brave  men^  and  fight  it  out  % 

The  turn  given  by  iht  French  to  this  affair,  is  very 
extraordinary.  They  tell  us,  that  admiral  Bihbowy  at  the 
diftance  of  twelve  leagues  from  Santa  Martha^  with  feven 
men  of  war,  attacked  mr.  J>ucaje^  v^to,  though  he  had 
but  four,  did  not  refufe  to  fight.  The  engagement  lafted 
five  days,  and  on  the  fixth  Benbow  made  all  the  fail  he 
could  for  Jamaica.  He  had  a  leg  (hattered,  and  died  4 
little  while  afterwards:  His  (hips  were  moft  of  them  in  na 
condition  to  keep  the  fea,  more  than  half  their  crews  being 
killed.  Only  one  fhip  of  mr.  Ducaje*s  fquadron  fufiered, 
and  he  had  but  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded  in  thcf 
whole.  However  he  did  not  care  to  purfue  BenboWy  who 
he  did  not  believe  to  be  in  (o  bad  a  condition  as  he  really 
was,  and  ihTefore  he  made  the  beft  of  bis  way  to  Qartha^ 
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q  The  reader  will  meet  with  feme  other  particulars  in  the 
inemoirs  of  admiral  Benbow,  contained  in  [tli^  fpurth  volumeji^ 
9Jid  communicated  by  his  defcendants. 
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ginaf  where  he  arrived  in  a  few  dayi,  and  where  hb  pre^ 
fence  gave  now  as  much  joy  as  it  had  formerly  (chat  is, 
\  when  he  plundered  it  in  conjun^on  with  monfieur  Psin-, 
tis)  given  terror.  Thi»  13  a  very  florid,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  very  falfe  accoutif  f  the  affair,  and  from  thence 
we  may  learn  the  value  of  enquiriei,  Hnce  the  court«martial 
at  Jamaica y  by  their  proceedings,  fet  this  whole  *  bufinefs 
in  its  true  light,  and  left  us  undeniably  evidence,  that  it 
was  not  their  own  bravery,  but  the  treachery  o(ffiHbnu*9 
captains,  that  faved  the  French  fquadron  r. 

The  refle£tions  he  made  on  this  unlucky  bufinefs, 
threw  the  brave  admiral  in^o  a  deep  melancholly,  which 
foon  brought  him  to  his  end ;  for  he  di^d  on  the  foufth  of 
November f  1702,  as  much  regretted  as  he  d^ferv^.    The 
command  of  the  fquadron  then  devolved  on  captain  ff^ei^ 
ftane^  who  in  this  expedition  adfd  as  rear-admiral,  and  of 
whofe  proceedings  in  the  Weft-lnd'uiy  we  (hall  give  an  ac- 
count in  its  proper  place.     In  the  mean  time,  it  is  requir 
fite  that  we  (hould  follow  the  condemed  captains  home, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  this  difagreeablc  narration,    They 
were  fent  from  Jamaica  on  board  her  majeily^  (hip  the 
Prijioly  and  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the   i6th  of  jfpril^ 
1703,  where  (as  in  all  the  weftern  ports)  there  lay  a  dead 
warrant  for  their  immediate  execution,  in  order  to  pr/c. 
vent  any  applications  in  their  favour  ;  and  they  were  ac- 
cordingly (|)ot  on  board  the  (hip  that  brought  them  home, 

and 


*  '  This  French  account  is  taken  from  the  hiftoire  de  St.  Do- 
mlngue,  vol.  iv.  p.  202,  203,  204.  But  M.  Ducafle  was  too 
brave  a  man  to  glofs  things  in  fuch  a  manner  ;  as  the  reader 
will  be  convinced  by  reading  his  letter  to  s^piir^  i^bQW, 
^hich  will  be  found  in  his  memoirs. 
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ftiKl  (hewed  at  their  death  a  courage  and  oonftancy  of 
mind,  which  made  it  evident,  that  their  behaviour  in  tho 
late  engagement  did  not  flow  from  any  infirmity  of  nature, 
but  from  the  corruption  of  their  mindi ;  and  I  hope  their 
example  will  always  have  a  proper  effe£fc  on  fuch  At  are 
entrufted  with  the  like  commands  C 

I  fliould  ,now,  according  to  the  order  I  have  hitherto 
purfued  in  this  work,  take  notice  of  what  was  itranfa^bd 
at  home  in  relation  to  the  navy,  and  particularly  of  what 
pa0ed  in  parlianient  upon  this  fubjed :  But  as  the  queen'a 
prochmation  for  a  thankfgiving,  in  which  honourable 
mention  is  made  of  the  fuccefs  at  Vtg9^  and  the  thanks  be- 
llowed by  the  houfe  of  commons  on  Hr  Gtwrgt  Rookt  for 
his  condu^  in  that  aflnir,  will  appear  with  greater  pro- 
priety, when  I  come  to  the  memoirs  of  his  life  j  to  avoid 
repetitions  I  (ball  not  infift  further  upon  them  here,  I 
mufl  however  obferve  that,  9s  in  the  c^fe  of  Kirby  and 
Wadif  her  majefty  (hewed  a  ftridl  regard  to  jul^ice,  fo 
with.  refpe£l  to  admiral  Hop/on^  (he  gave  as  lively  a  tefti- 
mony  of  her  juft  fenfe  of  merit,  for  (he  not  only  conf^rrred 
on  him  the  honour  of  knighthood,  but  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  fettle  upon  him  a  penfion  of  500  /.  a  year  for 
life,  with  the  reverfion  of  300  /.  a  year  to  his  lady,  in  ca(b 
(he  furvived  him  on  account  of  the  prodigious  fervice 
he  did  in  breaking  the  boom  at  Vtgo  t.  But  this  extraor- 
dinary 

f  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  3907.    Mercare  hiftorique, 
et  politique,  1703.  vol.  i.  p.  335.  t  This  was  publiihed 

in  the  Gazette  .  f  November  30,  1 702,  with  this  addition,  that 
he  was  introduced  to  the  queen,  when  he  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood,  by  the  hand  of  his  royal  highnefs  princq 
George  of  Denmark,  lord  high  admiral  of  England.  S^  the 
pmjplete  hi^lory  of  Europe,  for  the  y^ar  1702,  p^  452, 
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duiarymark  of  royal  ftvour  did  not  (as  indeed  it  ought 
not}  fcreen  him  from  a  ftrid  examination  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  in  conjunfUon  with  fir  Gta^i  Roohf  as  to  the  mir« 
carriage  of  the  defign  upon  Cadiz ;  but  upon  the  f^ri^eft 
review  that  could  be  made  of  that  whole  afhir ,  their  ap- 
peared fo  little  colour  for  cenfuring  either  of  the  admirals 
a£Uons,  that,  how  much  foever  their  enemies  might  defire 
k,  they  were  at  laft  glad  to  let  this  matter  fdl.  Indeed 
thefleet,though  it  had  not  performed  all  (hat  was  expend, 
bad  done  as'  much  as  was  poffible  for  the  iervice  of  the  na^- 
tion>  and  had  thereby  afibrded  an  opportunity  to  our 
worthy  minifter  at  Lisbon^  mr.  Methutn^  to  draw  over 
from  his  alliance  with  the  cwo  crowns^  the  king  of  /V- 
iugaly  to  the  intereft  of  the  allies,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  commerce  there;  which,  to  fay  no  more,  has  been  of 
much  greater  benefit  to  the  nation,  than  many,  I  might 
add-moft,  of  the  treaties  that  have  been  concluded 
lince  » 

Theri 
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«Bifliop  Burnet  gives  tbi>  account.  **  A  committe  of  the 
•*  houfe  of  pec  s  fat  long  upon  the  matter  :  they  examined 
**  all  the  admirals  and  land  ofHcers^  as  well  a&  Rooke  himfelf* 
upon  the  whole  progrefs  of  that  aflf%ir.  Rooke  was  To  well 
fupported  by  the  court,  and  by  his  party  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  he  Teemed  to  defpife  all  that  the  lords  could 
**  do  ;  fome  who  underilood  feamatters,  faid,  that  it  appeared 
<•  from  every  motion  during  the  expedition,  that  he  intended 
••  to  do  nothing  but  amufe  and  make  a  fhew  ;  they  alfo  con- 
**  cludod,from  the  prote£Uon  that  the  miniilry  gave  him,  that 
•'  they  intended  no  other.  He  took  much  pains  to  (hew,  how 
'*  improper  a  thing  a  defcent  on  Cadiz  wa»%  and  how  fatal  the 
^  attempt  muft  have  proved :  and  in  doing  this,he  arraigned  his 
♦*  inftrudions,  and  the  deiign  he  was  fent  on,  with  g-eat  bold- 
••  iiefs ;  and  jlhewcd  little  regard  to  the  miniilers,  who  took 
<*  inore  pains  to  bring  him  off,  than  to  judify  themrelves. 


»     / 
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There  had  hitherto  appeared  very  little  of  party- 
oppoiition  to  the  management  of  the  war,  and  therefore 
the  fuppUes  for  the  fervice  of  the  yewr  1703,  were  very 
chearfiilly  granted,  and  Very  eafily  raifed,  which  was  the 
realbn  that  the  jReec  was  much  earlier  at  fea,  had  all  things 
provided  in  a  better  manner,  at  lefs  expence  to  the  nation, 
and  yet  fooner  than  they  had  ever  been  before,  which 
was  one  great  reafon  why  the  Frtnch  never  had  any  of 
thofe  advantages  they  boafted  of  fo  much  in  the  former 
war.  In  the  month  of  March  the  queen  made  a  kind  of 
naval  promotion.  The  marquis  of  Caermarthen  was  ad- 
vanced from  being  vice-admiral  of  the  fFhite^  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  Red;  John  Graydon^  efq;  was  made  vice- 
admiral  of  the  White  j  John  Ledke^  efq;  vice-admiral  of 
the    Blue\  Georgt  Byng,  efqj  rear-admiral  of  the  Red; 

Thomas 


**  The  lords  of  the  committee  prepared  a.  report,  which  wai 
**  hard  upon  Rooke,  artd  laid  it  before  the  houfe;  but  fo  firong 
"  a  party  was  made  to  oppofe  every  thing  that  reflected  oa 
*•  him,  that  though  every  particular  in  the  report  was  well 
*•  proved,  yet  it  was  rejected,  and  a  vole  was  carried  in  his 
**  favour,  juftifying  his  condudl."  The  truth  of  this  matter 
is,  thatas  iir  George  Rookc  knew  nothing  of  his  orders,  until 
he  came  to  execute  them  j  fo  he  was  abfolutcly  free  from  de- 
pendance  on  any  minifter,  and  fpoke  what  he  thought  with  tho 
greateft  intrepidity.  The  main  of  his  defence  was  this,  that; 
his  orders  wer»  contradiftory,  that  the  chief  of  them  required 
his  brineing  over  the  Spaniards,  if  pofliblc,  to  the  intcreft  of 
the  houiS  of  Auftria,  and  the  reft  enjoyned  him  to  fink  their 
(hips  and  burn  the  tovyji,  which  he  found  fcarcc  praiUcable  j 
and  if  it  had  been  more  (0,  not  at  all  eligible,  fmce  at  firll,  ihe 
inhabitants  did  not  d'.fcov<?r  any  great  tnmiiy  :  and  if  more 
had  been  done,  it  could  only  have  fervcd  to  have  made  tho 
Spaniards  implacable  ;  and  after  all,  perhaps  the  town  might 
not  have  been  taken. 
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Thomas  DiikiSi  efqj  rear-admiral  of  the  f0)ite,  and  Bs" 
Tdl  Beaumont^  efq;  rear-admiral  o^  the  B&tew, 

T  H  B  firft  fcheme  that  was  formed  for  perform- 
ing ary  thing  remarkable  at  fea,  was  upon  a  foreign 
plan.  It  was  intended  that  the  arch-duke  Charlts^  who 
was  to  take  upon  him  the  title  of  king  of  Spain,  (hould  alfo 
marry  an  infanta  of  Portugal,  and  in  confequence  of  that 
marriage,  was  to  undertake  fomething  of  importance  im- 
mediatelyy  with  the  aififtance  however  of  the  Englijh  and 
Dutch ;  and  fo  hearty  were  the  latter,  that  they  fent  a 
fquadron  of  men  of  war,  with  near  three  thoufand  land- 
troops  on  board,  upon  our  coaft,  and  after  toffing  and 
tumbling  there  for  fome  weeks,  the  proje£t  in  the  council 
of  the  Imptrial  court  was  changed,  the  defigr*  droptj,  and 
the  Dutch  weAt  home  again  x«  , 

•     Sir 


wThe  fupplies  granted  this  year,  amoantedtn  3,5i7»957  1. 
78  2d.  whicn  in  thofe  days  was  thcnght  an  immenfe  I'um, 
though  we  havefince  feenmuch  larger  granted,  without  being 
well  able  to  tell  whether  for  peace  or  war.  As  to  the  pro- 
motion, it  was  declared  in  the  Gazette  of  March  15,  1 702. 
No.  3896,  and  was  at  that  time  highly  qp^auded,  becaufe  it 
was  generally  conceived,  that  thefe^cfttlemen  were  promoted 
purely  in  regard  to  their  merit.  It  was  alfo  faid  at  that  time, 
that  mr.  Graydon  was  advanced  on  another  officer's  rcfufing»to 
fervcinthe  Weft  Indies  x  This  was  among  the 

number  of  thofe  things  which  gave  great  offence  to  the  flates 
of  Holland.  They  aftually  equipt  a  fquadron,  embarked  on 
board  it  3000  land  troops,  and  fent  them  fo  early  as  the  month 
of  January,  on  the  coall  of  England,  where  they  were  to  be 
joined  by  twenty  fail  of  Englifh  men  of  war,  with  3000  land 
tropps  :  but  the  Portugueze  match  being  loft,  and  the  councils 
of  the  imperial  court  taking  a  fudden  turn,  this  expedit  1  was 
dropt,  and  then  it  was  given  out,  that  it  was  intended  .or  the 
Weft-Indies ;  which,  whatever  effeft  it  might  have  abroad', 
created  abundance  of  groundlefs   refleftions  at  home,  as  if  we 
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Sill  ^itrgt  Roeke  had  propofed  a  fcheme  for  diftreffing 
the  enemy,  by  failing  very  eirly  into  the  bay  of  Bifcay^ 
where  he  thought,  if  they  had  any  men  of  war  without 
port  Louis  and  Rochfori^  they  might  be  farprized  and  taken^ 
or  at  leaft  the  commerce  might  be  interrupted ;  and  for 
the  performance  of  this  fcheme,  he  took  it  upon  himfelf  f. 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  Jpril  he  arrived  at  St. 
Hilerf^i  with  eighteen  (hips  of  the  line,  with  which  he 
was  very  delirous  of  failing  on  the  intended  expedition, 
without  waiting  for  the  Dutch ;  but  this  propofltion  was 
not  at  firft  accepted,  fo  that  he  remained  there  till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month  of  May^  when  he  was  (o  ill  that  he 
kept  his  bed,  though  bifhop  Burnet  is  io  charitable  as  to 
fuggeft,  that  he  was- only  flck  of  the  expedition ;  which, 
had  it  been  true,  was  no  refle^i  .  upon  him,  fince  the 
execution  of  what  he  propofed  depended  entirely  on  being 
done  in  time,  and  the  putting  off  his  departure  was  charge- 
able on  thofe  who  wi:e  veiled  with  that  authority  Tvhich 

com- 
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had  negleded  making  war  in  that  part  of  the  world,  where  we 
were  moft  able  to  have  carried  it  on  with  fuccefs,  and  to  have 
drawn  advantages  from  it.  But  the  truth  is,  our  allies  wouki 
never  confent  to  our  making  any  conquefts  in  the  Span'^^ 
Weft  Indies,  and  this  rumour  of  the  fleets  going  thither,  -  :»» 
only  fpread  to  alarm  the  Spaniards,  and  produce  fome  gv^ 
efFefts  in  Europe.  J  There  could  not  well  be  a  greater 

fign  of  his  being  in  eamrft ;  and,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  it  was  certainly  well  calculated  for  preventing  the 
French  from  reaping  any  benefit  from  their  trade  with  Spain, 
or  the  Spaniards  from  feeling  any  efFefts  of  French  protedHon. 
This  agreed  exaftly  with  ihe  maxim  upon  which  {\x  G«orgc 
Rooke  always  went„of  treating  the  French  as  enemies,  and 
the  Spaniards  as  allies.  For  it  was  his  opinion,  and  he  was 
not  (hy  of  declaring  it,  that  it  might  be  very  pradlicible  to 
retrieve  Spain,  though  impoflible  to  conquer  it.  Let  it  be 
confidered,  how  far  this  was  juftified,  by  the  event. 
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commanded  him  c.  The  truth,  however,  was,  that  the 
admiral  found  himTelf  fo  ill,  that  he  applied  for  leave  to  go 
to  the  J?a/j&,  which  was  granted  him,  and  Gtorgi  Church- 
iiip  tiqi  admiral  of  the  Bluf^  was  fent  to  take  upon  him 
the  command.  But  he  not  arriving  in  time,  and  fir  George 
finding  himfelf  belter,  put  to  Tea,  and  continued  at  Tea  for 
fomething  more  than  a  month  j  and  then  finding  what  he 
fufpc6led  atthe  ^/ 0/*^^^/ to  be  true,  Chat  the  enemy 
had  notice  of  his  defign,  and  that  pjft  of  their  fquadrons 
had  failed  i  and  therefore  perceiving  that  he  could  do  the 
nation  no  fervice  by  remaining  longer  on  the  French  coaft, 
returned  home  about  the  middle  of  Jum,  that  he  might 
be  ready  to  undertake  any  more  neceffary  fervice  «.    This 

expedition 


s  That  I  may  not  feem  to  charge  this  prelate  raflily,  I  will 
produce  his  own  words,  **  This  year  things  at  fea,  (ays  he, 
"  were  i!l  defigned,  and  worfe  executed  :  The  making  prince 
**  George  our  lord  high  admiral,  pr^ed  in  many  inftances 
"  very  unhappy  to  tEe  nation,  men  of  bad  dcfigns  impofed  or 
"  him  ;  he  underrtood  thofe  matters  very  little,  and  they  iliel- 
«  tcred  themfclves  under  his  name,  to  which  a  great  fubmiffioft 
«  was  paid  ;  but  the  complaints  rofe  the  higher  for  that ;  onr 
*'  main  fleet  was  ready  to  go  out  in  May,  but  the  Dutch  Heet 
**  was  not  yet  come  over;  fo  Rooke  was  feni  out  to  abrm 
"  the  coaft  of  France  ;  He  lingered  long  in  port,  pretending 
**  ill  health  ;  upon  that,  Churchill  was  fa.t:  to  command  the 
"  fleet;  but  Rooke's  health  returned  '  4^,: . '/■  for  him,  or  he 
"  thought  fit  to  lay  afidc  tha;  prctenci;,  an;  ,/ent  to  fea,  wheVe 
**  he  continued  a  month  j  but  in  fuch  a  itiition,  as  if  his  defign 
"  had  been  to  keep  far  from  meeting  the  French  fleet,  which 
*«  failed  out  ;«t  that  time  j  and  to  do  the  enemy  no  harm,  not 
fo  much  as  to  dillurb  their  quiet,  by  coming  near  their 
coafts  J  at  laft  he  returned  without  having  attempted  any 
thing  '*  »  Sir  George  failed,  as  appears  by  the  Ga* 

zette,  on  the  g^h  of  May.  On  the  23d  he  fent  in  tJie  Lenox 
to  Portfmouth,  with  a  French  Eaft- India  iliip  worth  100,000 1, 
on  the  S5th  of  June,  he  feat  iu  lord  Durfley,  who  commanded 
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expedition  has  the  misfortune  to  difplcafe  Tecrctary  Burcbti^ 
who  (kys  tliat,  in  his  poor  opinion,  a  fquadron  of  fmall  (bipg 
might  have  had  better  fuccefs ;  and  in  my  poor  opinion,  fir 
Georgi  Rooh  was  as  good  a  judge  of  the  probability  of  thii 
as  he.  The  quefiion  in  fuch  cafes  is  not  the  fuccefs,  but 
the  contrivance  and  execution  of  the  fcheme ;  and  if  bhefe 
be  right,  the  <2ondu^  of  ths  commander  cannot  be  wrong, 
and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  blamed.  When  fir  Giprgt 
Rooke  returned,  he  was  fiill  fo  weak  and  infirm,  that  be 
asked  and  had  leave  to  go  to  Bath^  his  fuperiors  feeing  no 
reafon  tc  cen(<jre  his  behaviour  i  and  therefore,  as  foon  as 
he  was  able  to  undertake  it,  we  fhall  find  him  again  ia 
command,  and  employed  in  a  fervice  of  much  greater  im- 
portance. 

T  H  K  grand  fleet  was  commanded  this  year  by  fir  C/mv- 
dtjley  Shovel:  It  confifted  at  firflt  of  twenty-feven  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  the  admiral  had  under  him  rear-admiral 
Byng^  and  fir  Stafford  Fairborne ;  and  being  afterwards 
reinforced  with  eight  fhips  more,  thefe  were  commanded 
by  vice-admiral  Ltaki,  His  inflru£lions  wrre  very  Lrge  ; 
but  all  of  them  might  be  reduced  to  thefe  three  heads,  viz. 
annoying  the  enemy,  affifling  our  allies,  and  prote^in^ 
our  trade.  He  waited  till  the  middle  '  f  June  for  the 
DuUh,  and  then  was  joined  only  by  twelve  fhips  of  the 
line,  carrying  three  flags;  and  it  is  certain,  that  if  the 
force  he  had  with  him  had  been  better  adjuflcd  than  it  was 

to 


the  Litchfield,  with  a  French  man  of  war  of  36  guns,  and  a 
Weil-India  merchant-man  worth  40,0001.  and  on  the  azdcf 
June  fir  George  returned  with  many  prizes  from  the  Weft- 
Indics.  This  is  the  plain  Engliih  of  the  prelates  *withsut  u*- 
ttmfting  anj  thing. 
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to  the  things  he  had  orde.s  tc  perform,  yet  the  time  zU 
lowed  him,  whidi  was  only  till  the  end  of  SepUmbtrt  was 
much  too  (hort,  ib  that  it  was  really  ir-poffible  for  him  to 
execute  the  fervices  that  feemed  to  be  expeded  ^.    He  te- 
prefented  this,  and  Is  commended  foi  it  by  bi(hop  Burnet^ 
who  had  notwithftanding  cenfured  another  admiral  for  the 
lame  thirig  befcii ;  however  fir  Ckudtjley  Shevd  was  or- 
dered to  obey,  arid  he  did  (b^  but  was  not  able  to  get  clear 
of  the  land  till  near  the  middle  of  Jtity^  having  siUb  a  fleet 
of  upwards  of  tv^o  hundred  and  thirty  merchant  men  under 
his  convoy.    On  the  twenty  fourth  he  arrived  oft"  the  rock 
of  Lis  tforty  where  he  held  a  council  of  war^  ^^n  which  the 
rendezvous  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  Jlua  bsy.    He 
purfued  his  inftruftions  as  far  as  he  was  able,  and  having 
fecurcd  the  Turiey  fleet,  he  intended  to  have  ilaid  fome 
time  upon  the  coafl  of  Italy.    But  the  jL)utch  admiral  in' 
formed  him,  that  both  his  orde  rs  and  his  vi<£luals  required 
his  thinking  of  a  fpecdy  return  ;  and  it  was  with  much  dif- 
ficulty that  ilr  CloudtJIey  Shovel  prevailed  w,'pon  him  to  go 
to  Lt^hor**.     In  the  meah  time  the  infliruflions  he  had  to 
fuccour  the  C^vmnots^  who  were  then  m  arms  againft  the 
f'rench  king,   were  found  impraflicable  with  a  fleet )  and 
therefore  the  admiral  contented  himfelf  with  doing  all  that 
could  be  done,  which  w>is  to  fend  the  Tartar  and  the  Per.*- 

hroii 


b  This,  as  I  cbfefve  in  the  text,  is  ingenuoufly  confelTcd  by 
bifhop  Burnet,  who  carries  his  rcfledlions  on  this  fubjedt  very 
far;  «**  »^i} ".  ii  was  not  eafy  to  imagine  what  the  defign  of 
fo  gre.t..  v.,  cx.'^c.'kion  could  be.  Much  was  fai  J  to  the  fame 
purpoP?  *n  tijj  ikouft  of  lords }  but  nobody  refleded  upon  the 
admiral,  as  indfr'l  tkrc  was  no  reafon  for  it.  But  then,  I  con- 
fcfs  I  do  not  fee  vih;  he  fame  juftice  ftiould  not  be  done  to 
other  admiraii,  when  liieir  condttft  appears  to  have  been  asir.' 
aoceutj  or  fts  la;^dabie* 
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htoh  upon  that  coaft,  where  they  alfo  found  it  impoffible 
to  do  any  thing  c.  The  admiral  then  detatched  captain 
Swantmio  Tunis  2LtiA  Tripoli^  and  fent  rear-admiral  Byng 
to  Algitfy  to  renew  thi2  peace  with  thofe  ftates,  and  on 
the  twenty  fecond  of  Septembtr  arrived  off  Jltta,  from 
whence  he  foon  after  failed  for  England.  On  the  twenty 
feventh  in  the  Stnights  mouth  he  met  with  an  Algtrine 
man  of  war  becalmed,  which  he  immediately  took  under 
hii  protcdion,  till  all  the  Dutch  (hips  were  pafled ;  in 
which  he  certainly  performed  the  part  of  an  EngUJh  admi« 
raly  preferved  the  reputation  of  our  flag,  did  great  fervice 
CO  our  trade,  and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  French  to 
prodife  upon  thole  piratical  ftates,  to  our  difadvantage  as 
they  had  done  formerly «  Having  intelligence  that  a  fleet 
of  merchant  (hips  waited  for  a  convoy  at  Ltsbon,  he  fent  fir 
Andrew  Leake  thither  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  who  con- 
voyed them  fafe  into  the  Doivns  ^. 
V  o  L.  in.  A  a  On 


c  It  is  clear,  that  the  Dutch  were  viftualled  for  ftil!  a  fhorter 
time  than  our  fleet ;  and,  if  I  duril,  I  would  fuggeft,  that  our 
miniftry  were  obliged  to  comply  with  the  fchcmes  of  our  allies, 
in  fuch  joint  expeditions.  Mr.  Oldmixon  has  given  a  large  ac- 
count of  the  attempt  made  in  favourof  the  Cevennois,  and  has 
fully  vindicated  the  admiral's  conduiil.  d  It  is  ccrrain, 

that  fir  Cloudefly  gained  as  much  reputation  in  this  expedition, 
as  it  was  poflible  for  an  admiral  to  do,  who  had  no  opportunity 
of  fighting  ;  and  therefore,  thofe  people  fcem  to  carry  things 
too  far,  who  fay  that  this  fleet  did  not  either  hurt  our  enemies, 
or  proteft  our  friends;  whereas,  in  truth,  all  circumilances  con- 
fidered,  it  did  both  ;  and  our  allies  the  Dutch,  were  \ery  well 
contented  with  what  was  done  ;  imagining,  that  the  proteftion 
of  their  own  trade,  was  a  matter  of  as  great  importance,  at 
leaft  to  them,  as  the  fupport  of  king  Charles's  title  to  the 
orown  of  Spain,  which  the  court  of  Vienna  Icfc  at  that  tim« 
entirely  to  the  confederates. 
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On  tl?  ftxtccnth  of  November^  the  fleer  being  off  the 
ifle  of  M^ight^  the  Dutch  crowded  away  for  their  own 
ports,  and  left  the  admiral  to  fteer  for  the  Dnons^  whkh 
he  did  ;  but  before  he  made  land,  captain  (af^erwaras  fir 
J  oh)  Norris  in  the  Orfordy  a  (hip  of  the  third  rate,  toge*. 
thcr  with  the  Pf^arfpigkt  of  feventy  gun«,  and  the  UtehfieU 
of  fifty,  being  a-hcad  of  the  fleet,  gave  chace  to  a  Pnnch 
fhip  of  war,  and  beginning  to  engage  aboift  eight  at  night, 
thedifpute  continued  till  two  in  the  morning,  when  hav* 
ing  lofl:  her  fore- top-maft,  and  all  her  fails,  and  her  ftand- 
ing  and  running  rigging  being  much  fhattered,  (he  ftruck. 
This  (hip  came  from  Newfoundlaniy  was  commanded  by 
monfieur  de  la  Riie,  was  named  the  Hazardtus^  and  had 
fifty  guns  mounted,  with  three  hundred  and  feventy  men; 
bui  had  more  ports,  and  was  larger  than  any  ont  of  our 
fixty  gun  Clips,  fo  that  (h6  was  regiftered  in  the  lift  of  our 
royal  navy  c. 

This  expedition  did  not  reflect  much  honoUr  upon  the 
nation,  and  therefore  it  created  forne  murmun^  }  but  thefe 
fell  where  they  ought  :  not  upon  the  z6m\t?.Ly  who  cer- 
tainly did  all  ^hat  was  in  his  power,  but  upon  thole  who 
framed  the  proje(5^,  and  gave  the  admiral  bis  inftrudions, 
and  vt  ~e  thought  to  have  rather  more  power  than  parts. 

But  while  the  grand  fleet  was  at  feSj  rear-admiral 
D'llkei  performed  a  very  acceptable  fervice  to  his  courftry 
on  the  French  coaft.  For  the  lord  high  admiral's  council 
having  intelligence,  that  a  confiderabie  fleet  of  French 
merchant  (hips,  with  their  convoy,  were  in  Cancall-hzy^ 
orders  were  feiit  to  the  rear-admiral,  who  was  then  at 
t  Spithead 


*  Biirchct's  naval  hitlory,  p.  656.  Pointer's  chronological 
liillory,  uud  compleai  hiftory  of  turcrpe,  for  the   year  1703. 
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Spitk^d  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  to  fail  immediately  in  pur- 
full  of  them,  which  he  did  on  the  twenty  fecond  of  Jufy^ 
Oo  the  tv^enty  foqrth  he  ordered  the  captain  of  the  Non* 
futky  to  ftretch  a-head  of  the  fquadron,  and  ftand  as  near 
AUtrney  as  he  ;  ould,  and  fend  his  boat  a-(hore  to  gain  in- 
tfUigenoe.  O' .  the  twenty  fifth  he  flood  towards  the  Caf» 
qutts  for  the  fanst  purpofe,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening  an- 
chored ofFthcfoutb-weft  ^sioSJerfiyi  from  whence  he 
lent  captain  Chamhirlain^  commander  of  the  Spy  brigan- 
tine,  to  the  governor,  that  he  might  draw  from  him  the 
beft  intelligence  he  could  give.  The  governor  fent  to  him 
captain  Janus  Lamprier^  and  captain  Thomas  Pipon,  who 
well  underftood  that  coaft,  by  whom  being  informed  of  a 
fleet  about  forty  fail,  plying  to  the  windward  on  the  fif- 
teenth to  get  to  Granviilif  the  rear-admiral,  upon  con  ilta- 
tion  at  a  council  of  war  with  the  pilots,  refolved  to  full  im- 
mediately, though  the  tide  fell  cro/s  in  the  night,  that  get- 
ting clear  of  the  weftermoft  rocks  of  the  Minquts^  he 
might  attack  the  enemy  by  break  of  day  the  next  morn« 
ing ;  which  fucceeded  perfe^ly  well ;  for  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  twenty  fixth,  by  day- light,  perceiving  the  enemy 
at  an  anchor  about  a  league  to  the  weft  ward  of  Granvillif 
they,  upon  his  approach,  got  under  fail,  and  flood  in  fur 
tbe  (hore. 

The  rear-admiral  followed  them  as  far  as  the  pilot 
would  venture,  and  found  them  to  confift  of  forty'three 
merchant-(hips,  and  three  men  of  war.  Being  come 
within  four  foot  water  more  than  the  (hip  drew,  he  man- 
ned  ail  his  boats,  and  the  refl  of  the  fliips  did  the  fame. 
By  noun  he  took  fifteen  fail,  burnt  fix,  and  funk  three  ; 
the  reft  ftood  fo  far  into  a    bay,  between   Jvrar.cht  an4 
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the  mount  of  St.  Michael^  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  pu 
lots  our  (hips  could  not  attack  them  ;  whereupon,  on  the 
twenty  feventh  in  the  morning,  it  was  refolved  at  a  coun* 
cil  of  war,  to  go  into  the  bay  with  t)ie  HeSfor^  Mirmaid^ 
a  fire-fhip,  the  Spy  brigantine,  a  fiiip  of  fix  guns,  taken 
the  day  before  from  the  enemy,  a  ketch  fitted  as  a  fire-fhip, 
and  ail  the  boats  of  the  fquadron,  which  was  performed  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  the  rear-admiral 
being  prefent,  accompanied  by  captain  Fairfax^  captain 
Legg^  and  captain  Mlghells ;  as  alfo  by  the  captains  Lant" 
prUnnd  Pipon. 

There  were  three  fhips  equipt  for  war,  one  of  eigh- 
teen guns,  which  the  enemy  burnt,  the  fecond  of  fourteen 
guns,  which  mr.  Pattl^  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Kent,  feton 
fire,  who  in  this  fcrv ice  was  fhot  through  the  lower  jaw, 
and  had  four  men  killed,  and  a  third  of  eight  guns,  which 
was  brought  off.  Seventeen  more  of  the  merchant- fhips 
were  burnt  and  deftroyed,  by  this  fecond  attack,  fo  that  of 
the  whole  fleet  only  four  efcaped,  by  getting  under  the 
command  of  Granville -iort.  The  enemy,  during  this  at. 
tack,  fent  feveral  large  fliallops  from  Granville,  but  with 
no  fuccefs,  the  rear-admiral  having  manned  a  brigantine 
with  eighty  men,  and  another  vefTel  of  fix  guns,  with  forty 
who  covered  all  the  boats.  This  laft  vefTel  unfortunately 
run  aground,  which  obliged  the  rear-admiral  to  burn  her. 
There  were,  during  the  time  of  this  a£lion,  about  five 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  feen  on  fhore,  but  they  did  not  ad- 
vance near  enough  to  do  their  own  people  any  fervice,  or 
curs  any  hurt.  The  queen,  to  teflify  her  kind  acceptance 
of  fo  chearful  and  fo  effectual  a  fervice,  ordered  gold  me- 
dals to  be  flruck  on  this  occafion,  and  delivered  to  the 
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r^r-admiral  and  all  his  officers,  who  certainly  had  very 
welldeferved  them.  ( 

.  We  are  now  to  fpealc  of  the  greateft  dlfafter  that  had  hap- 
pened within  the  memory  of  man  at  lead,  by  the  fury  of  the 
winds,  I  mean  the  ftorm  which  began  on  the  twenty  fixth 
of  Nwembtfy  1703,  about  eleven  in  the  evening,  the  wind 
being  W.  S.  W.  and  continued  wi:h  dreadful  fladies  of 
lightning,  till  about  feven  the  next  morning.  The  water 
flowed  to  a  great  height  in  Wtjlminjler-Hally  and  London-' 
Bridge  was  in  a  manner  ftopt  up  with  wrecks.  The  mif« 
chief  done  in  London  was  computed  at  not  lefs  than  a  mil- 
lion, and  the  city  of  Brijiol  fufFered  upwards  of  one  hun« 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds.  But  the  greateft  lofs  fell 
upon  our  navy,  of  which  there  perifhed  no  lefs  than  thir- 
teen (hips,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  feanien  were 
drowned  % ;   amongfl    whom  was  Bafil  Beaumont,  efqi 

A  a  3  rear- 


f  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  39371  3938.  8  The 

following  is  the  belt  account  that  can  be  given  of  the  particu** 
lars  of  this  great  lofs. 

I.  The  Referve,  a  fourth  rate,  captain  John  Anderfon,  com- 
mander, loft  at  Yarmouth.  The  captain,  the  furgcon,  the 
clerk,  and  44  men  faved  ;  the  reft  of  the  crew  drcwned,  be* 
ing  175. 

ir.  The  Vanguard,  a  fecond  rate,  funk  in  Chatham-harboufi 
with  neither  men  nor  guns  in  her. 

III.  The  Northumberland,  a  third  rate,  captain  Greenway, 
loft  on  the  Goodwin  fands  ;  all  her  company  was  loft,  being 
220  men,  including  24  marines. 

IV.  The  Sterling-iaftle,  a  third  rate,  captain  Johnfon,  on 
the  Goodwin  fands,  70  men,  of  which  were  four  marine  offi- 
cers, faved,  the  reft  were  drowned,  being  206. 

V.  The  Mary,  a  fourth  rate,  rear  admiral  Beaumont,  captain 
Edward  Hopfon,  on  the  Goodwin  fands,  the  captain  and  pur- 
fer  afh'ore  ;  one  man,  wbofe  name  was  Thomas  Atkins,  faved  } 
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rear-admiral  of  the  Blue,  who  had  been  employed  all  that 
year  in  obfcrving  the  Lunkirk  fquadron,  and  had  by  his 
great  care  and  condmSl  preferved  our  merchant-(hip3  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French  privateers ;  which  fer- 
vice  appeared  the  more  confiderable  by  the  great  lofles  the 


■iMa 


the  reft,  to  the  number  of  269,  with  the  rear-admiral,  drown- 
ed. The  efcape  of  this  Atkins  was  very  remarkable.  He 
faw  the  rear  admiral,  when  the  fhip  was  breaking,  g6t  upon  a 
piece  of  her  quarter-deck,  from  which  he  was  foon  waihed 
off ;  and  about  the  fame  time,  Atkins  was  toffed  by  a  wavct 
into  the  Sterling  caftle,  which  finking  foon  after,  he  was  thrown 
the  third  man  into  her  boat,  by  a  wave  that  wafhed  him  from 
the  wreck 

VI.  The  York,  a  fourth  rate,  captain  Smith,  loft  at  Har- 
wich ;  all  her  men  faved  except  4. 

VI  r.  The  Mortar  bomb,  a  fifth  rate,  captain  Raymond,  on 
the  Goodwin  fands ;  all  her  company  loft,  being  65. 

VIII.  The  Eagle,  advice-boat,  2.  fixth  rate,  captain  Bof- 
tock,  loft  on  the  coaft  of  SufTex  j  all  her  company,  being  45, 
iaved. 

IX.  The  Refoluiion,  a  third  rate,  captain  Lifle,  on  the  coaft 
of  SufTex ;  all  her  company,  being  221,  faved. 

X.  The  Litchfield  prize,  a  fifth  rate,  captain  Chamberlain, 
on  the  coaft  of  SufTex  j  all  her  company,  being  io8,  faved. 

XI.  The  New-caftle,  a  fourth  rate,  captain  Carter,  loft  at 
Spithead  ;  the  Carpenter  and  3.5  men  were  faved,  and  the  reft 
being  193,  drowned. 

XII.  I'he  V'efuvius  firefWp,  a  fifth  rate,  captain  Paddon,  af 
Spithead  ;  all  her  company,  being  48,  faved. 

Xni.  The  Reftoration,  a  third  rate,  captain  Emms,  387 
men,  on  the  Goodwin  fands;  not  one  faved. 

Sir  Cloudcilty  Shovel  was  then  in  the  Downs  with  fevr'ral 
great  fhips,  which  v/erc  all  in  the  utmoft  danger  ;  he  cut  his 
main-maft  by  the  board,  which  faved  the  fhip  from  running  on 
the  Galloper  of  the  breach,  of  which  fhe  was  then  in  view.  Sir 
Stafford  Fairbone  had  his  flag,  as  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  flying 
in  the  AfTociation,  in  which  he  was  driven  firft  to  Gottenburgh, 
and  then  to  Copenhagen,  from  whence  he  did  not  get  hoiae 
till  cbe  nex^  year.    The  Revenge  was  forced  from  her  anchors 
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Dutch  this  year  fuftained.  He  was  in  all  other  refpeds  a 
man  well  qualified  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  what 
made  his  lofs  mod  regretted,  he  died  in  the  flower  of  his 
age,  and  in  the  heat  of  the  war.  Thefe  loiTes,  how  much 
foever  they  might  afFedl  us  at  home,  ferved  in  fonsre  mea* 
fure  to  raife  our  reputation  abroad,  for  orders  were  im- 
mediately iifued  for  building  more  ftiips  than  were  de- 
ilroyed ;  and  the  queen,  by  feveral  gracious  bounties,  gave 
fuchand  fo  fpeedy  relief,  to  (hipwreck'd  feamen,  and  ta 
the  diilrefTed  widows  of  fuch  as  were  drowned,  as  might 
have  endeared  her  to  her  fubje£ts,  if  (he  had  not  already  fo 
fully  pofTcfTed  their  hearts,  as  to  render  any  increafe  of  af- 
fo£lion  impoflible^.       t^,  , ,  G;;; 

■^■'^■n.  Aa4         .^'.i.  ,  J  CHARLES 

and  with  much  ado,  after  driving  feme  time  on  the  coaft  of 
Holland,  got  into  the  river  Medway  ;  the  RufTel,  captain 
Town  fend,  was  forced  over  to  Holland,  and  the  Dorfet,  cap- 
tain Edward  Whitaker,  after  ftriking  thrice  on  the  Galloper, 
drove  a  fortnight  at  fea,  and  then  got  fafe  to  the  Nore. 

h  On  the  12th  of  December,  the  queen  publilhed  a  procla- 
mat  ion  for  a  general  faft,  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of  January 
following,  which  was  kept  with  wonderful  ftridnefs ;  In 
the  Gazette  of  December  16th,  the  lord  high  admiral,  by  an 
advertifem^nt  dated  the  f  3th,  gives  notice,  that  the  companies 
of  her  majefty's  Ihips  which  were  call  away  fhould  be  paid  that 
day  month,  which  was  done  accordingly ;  and  in  the  Gazette, 
No.  3978,  appeared  the  following  order. 

**  Her  roajefty  taking  into  confideration  the  great  lofs  fuf. 
tained  by  the  families  of  fuch  as,  being  in  her  majefty's  fer- 
vice at  fea,  perifhed  by  the  late  ftorm  :  Her  majeflv,  with 
theadviceof  her  privy- council  is  pleafed  to  order,  as  it  is 
hereby  ordered  accordingly,  that  the  widows  and  families 
of  fuch  commifTion  and  other  ofHcers  and  feamen  as  have 
perilhed  by  reafon  of  the  late  ftorm,  in  her  majefty's  fervice 
at  fea,  be  entitled  to  her  majefty's  bounty  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  if  they  had  been  adlually  killed  in  fight  in  her  maje- 
fty's fervice  at  fea,  accoiding  to  the  eftabliihmcnt  in  tha  t 
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CHJRLES^  arch-duke  of  Aujiria^  being  declared 
king  of  Spain  by  his  father,  and  owned  as  fuch  by  the  al- 
lies, fir  George  Rooke  was  fent  in  the  month  of  O£loher  to 
Holland^  in  order  to  convoy  his  catholick  majefty  to  Z«_ 
hon.  .  There  the  Dutch  not  being  ready,  the  admiral  was 
forced  to  continue  for  fome  time,  and  then  the  great  ftorm 
occafioned  a  new  delay  ;  at  laft  he  embarked,  and  with  a 
joint  fquadron  of  Bnglijh  and  Dutch  (hips,  and  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  tranfports,  with  land  forces  on  board,  he 
arrived  at  Spithead  on  the  twenty  fixth  of  December  ;  he 
was  there  received  by  the  duke  of  Somerfet  and  the  duke 
of  Marlborough,  met  on  the  road  to  Wind/or  by  his  royal 
highnefsthe  prince  o(  Denmark,  and  was  received  with  all 
imaginable  marks  of  refpedt  by  the  queen,'  for  whom  he 
(hewed  greater  deference  than  was  even  expected  by  the 
EngUJh  court.  Here  we  will  end  the  naval  tranfa<Slions  in 
Europe  (or  this  year,  and  proceed  to  take  a  view  of  what 
paffed  in  America,  after  the  death  of  admiral  Benbow  m 
yamaica », 

The 


•*  behalf.  And  his  royal  highnefs  prince  George  of  Den- 
**  mark,  lord  high  admiral,  is  defired  to  give  the  neceflary 
"  directions  herein  accordingly." 

The  houfe  of  commons,  which  was  then  fitting,  addrefTed 
her  majefty  upon  this  melanchoUy  occafion,  defiring  her  to 
give  immediate  dire(5^ions  for  repairing  this  lofs,  and  to  build 
fuch  capital  ihips  as  (he  fhould  think  fit,  and  promifed  to  make 
good  the  expence  at  the  next  meeting. 

j  Moil  of  our  hiuorians  have  placed  fir  George  Rooke's 
voyage  to  Lisbon,  in  1703,  which  is  what  I  do  not  underftand, 
iince  he  did  not  leave  England  'till  the  month  of  January, 
J  704,  and  therefore  1  have  contented  myfelf  with  placing  that 
part  of  his  expedition  within  this  year,  which  fell  out  in  it, 
and  left  the  reft  to  be  related  m  its  proper  place.    I  fliall  take 
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■The  command  devolving  upon  captain  IVhetJione^ 
whom  mr.  Benbow  had  appointed  rear-admiral  ol  his  fqua- 
dron,  he  immediately  put  it  into  the  befl;  condition  poiTi- 
ble  for  going  to  Tea,  and  then  cruized  on  the  coafl;  of  Hif- 
paniola.  On  his  return  to  yamaica  an  opportunity  offered 
of  (hewing  his  great  concern  for  the  interefts  of  the  colony. 
A  fire  breaking  out  at  Port  Royal  on  the  ninth  of  February 
1703,  about  noon,  burnt  it  down  to  the  ground  before 
night,  leaving  nothing  (landing  but  the  two  fortifications. 
In  this  fad  diftrefs,  which  (lill  would  have  been  much 
greater,  if  the  feamcn,  with  great  courage  and  induftry, 
had  not  affifted'  in  preferving  their  goods  and  ftores,  the 
rear-admiral  publi(hed  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  pro- 
mifed  to  entertain  and  relieve  all  fuch  as  (hould  defire  it, 
on  board  her  majefty's  (hips,  until  they  could  be  otherwife 
provided  for  |  which  hQ  with  great  care  and  tenderness, 
--''-■  *  ■■''■■  performed, 
-/ 

this  opportunity  of  obferving,  that  the  archduke  Charles  was 
proclaimed  king  of  Spain  at  Vienna,  on  the  1 2th  of  September, 
N.  S.  his  journey  to  Portugal  being  then  refolved  on.  The 
choice  made  of  fir  George  Rooke  to  bring  him  over  hither, 
and  convoy  him  to  Lisbon,  was  a  clear  proof  that  his  condufl: 
was  equally  approved  at  home  and  abroad.  Indeed  it  could 
not  be  otherwife,  for  every  body  at  this  time,  was  fatisficd  that 
ourminiiiry  defigned  to  place  king  Charles  III.  on  the  throne 
of  Spain,  partly  by  aflifting  the  Spaniards,  who  Ihould  declare 
for  him,  but  chiefly  by  compelling  the  French  to  abandon  the 
caufe  of  his  rival.  Now  this  was  exaftly  agreeable  to  fir 
George  Rooke's  way  of  thinking,  who  was  for  treating  the 
Spaniards  kindly,  and  fighting  only  with  the  French.  This 
being  confidered,  we  may  eafily  account  for  the  making  choice 
of  fu-  George  Rooke,  to  command  this  fleet,  though  it  will 
not  be  eaf/  to  divine  why  thofe  writers  bear  hardeft  on  fir 
George's  charader,  who  arefondeft  of  lord  Godolphin*s  mea- 
fures,  which  we  have  fhewn  to  be  a  thing  abfolutely  abfurd, 
fmce  they  thought  alike.  , 
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performed.  Soon  after  this,  he  failed  again  on  a  cruize, 
in  hopes  of  mec.ing  a  coimdcrable  fleet  of  merchant-(hip9, 
which  were  expedted  from  France,  He  fpent  five  weeks, 
in  fearch  of  them  to  no  purpofe ;  and  after  looking  into 
Part  Liwis,  not  finding  any  thing  there,  he  ftood  away 
for  Petit  Guavas  and  Leogane,  When  he  arrived  near 
this  port,  he  divided  his  fquadron,  becaufe  when  admiral 
jBenbow  attacked  the  enemy  here,  their  (hips  efcaped 
on  one  fide,  as  he  entered  on  the  other.  He  therefore 
failed  weftward  with  part  of  his  (hips,  and  fent  the  reft  to 
the  fouth.  When  thefe  came  in  fight,  three  privateers, 
which  were  in  every  refpecft  ready  for  fervice,  ftood  away 
northward  ;  but  the  rear-admiral  forcing  two  of  them  a- 
fhore,  burnt  them,  and  the  other  he  took.  Captain  ^/'«- 
cent,  who  commanded  to  the  fouth  ward,  rowed  in  the 
iiight  into  a  place  called  the  Cul  de  Sac,  where  he 
found  four  (hips,  one  of  which  he  burnt,  another  he  funk, 
the  third  (which  was  a  confortof  the  privateers  aforemen- 
tioned) he  towed  out,  and  boarding  the  fourth,  ftie  was 
blown  up  by  the  accidental  firing  ofagrenado-fhell.  From 
this  place  the  rear-admiral  failed  to  Part  df  Paix,  bur 
found  no  fliipping  there ;  for  the  before- mentioned  priva- 
teers were  all  that  the  enemy  had  in  thofe  parts,  with 
which,  and  five  hundred  men,  they  thought  to  have  made 
9n  attempt  on  the  north  fide  of  Jamaica  \  and  in  thefe 
ihips  were  taken  one  hundred  and  tv/enty  prifoners^. 

Whilje 


'-k 


k  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  Britifli  Empire  in  America,  com- 
pleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  1 704.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that 
Pere  le  Pers  in  his  accurate  hiftory  of  St.  Domingo,  has  nothing 
of  this  expedition,  which  could  not  pofllbly  have  efcaped  his 
notice  any  more  than  that  which  was  intended  by  the  French 
againil  Jamaica,  But  as  no  honour  could  arife  to  his  country- 
men. 
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Whilb  rear-admiral  Whejlont  was  thus  employed, 
they  were  far  from  forgetting  the  fafety  of  the  plantations 
It  home.  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  the  month  of  September^ 
1702,  detached  from  the  Mediterranean^  captain  Hcven- 
den  Walker  in  the  Burford^  five  more  third  ratos,  ten 
tranfports,  and  four  regiments  on  board,  for  the  Leeward- 
JjJands',ht2iXt\vtA  in  Barbadoes  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  January  ;  and  there  coming  thither  foon  after 
fix  of  our  Eajl-India  (hips  richly  laden,  he,  by  the  advice 
of  a  council  of  war,  fent  them  h»me  under  the  convoy  of 
the  Expedition^  a  third  rate,  captain  Knapp,  commander, 
who  brought  them  fafely  to  England.  From  Barbadoes 
commodore  Walker  failed  to  Jnttguay  where  he  joined  co- 
lonel Coddringterty  who  was  about  undertaking  an  expedi- 
tion to  Guadilupe,  in  which  captain  Walker  was  to  aflift 
him.  They  failed  from  Antigua  the  latter  end  of  iV- 
bfuary  ;  on  the  twclth  oi  March  general  Coddrington  land- 
ed with  great  part  of  the  forces^  but  was  fo  warmly  re- 
ceived by  the  French,  that  they  would  have  been  able  to 
have  done  li^itle  or  nothing,  if  commodore  Walker  had  not 
fent  in  the  Chichejier,  which  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
batteries,  which  our  men  quickly  entered.  The  next  day 
the  reft  of  the  foldiers,  and  four  hundred  feamen  were 
landed,  who  attacked  the  north  part  of  the  town  with 
great  fury,  forced  the  enemy  to  abandon  it,  and  to  retreat 
into  the  caftle  and  fort,  which  they  defended  to  ihe  third 
of  April^i  and  then  blowing  them  both  up,  retired  to  the 
moiintains.    After  this  our  troops  ravaged  all  the  country, 

^  '      ■  burnt 
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snen»  from  the  relation  of  what  pad  in  this  part  of  the  world  at 
this  time,  he  thought  proper  to  be  filent,  rather  than  record 
the  advantages  gained  by  the  Englifh, 
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burnt  the  town  to  the  ground,  razed  the  fortifications,  Car- 
ried the  befi;  of  the  artillery  on  board,  burft  the  reft,  and 
vith  a  very  great  booty  embarked  without  the  lofs  of  a 
man  l.  ^, 

The  French  writes  give  a  dilFerent  account  of  this  af- 
,  fair,  and  becaufe  the  EngUJh  thought  fit  to  retreat,  they 
will  needs  have  it  the  proof  of  a  victory  on  their  fide  ">^ 
Now  as  to  this  retreat,  there  were  inany  reafons  for  it, 
and  fome  indeed  that  rendered  it  indifpenfibly  neceflary. 
General  Coddrington  fell  fick,  and  was  forced  to  return  to 
Nevis 'y  then  colonel  IVhetham,  upon  whom  the  com* 
tnand  devolved,  fell  alfo  dangerouily  ill,  and  was  carried  to 
Antigua.  The  command  of  the  land-forces  fell  next  to  co- 
lonel JVillis,  who,  upon  certain  information,  that  the 
French  had  landed  nine  hundred  men  on  the  back  of  the 
j0and,  called  a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was  refolved  to 
embark  the  forces ;  and  this  was  accordingly  done,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  on  the  feventh  of  May,  ^  muft  be 
iicknowledged,  that  thfs  fervice  fufFered  not  .'^  h;  from 
Tome  difputes  that  happened  between  the  laim  and  Tea- 
y-..,  ^wK  »i,.«ft-.-'4k-:»*v<i~.  officers  j 


^  ^  There  were  fome  unlucky  circumftances  attended  this  ex- 
pedition. In  the  firft  place  when  captain  Walker  arrived, 
•the  land-forces  had  no  powder,  with  which,  however,  they 
were  furniftied  from  the  fleet.  When  they  came  next  to  exa- 
mine their  ftores  clofely,  it  was  found,  that  in  a  thoufand  flints, 
there  were  not  fifty  fit  for  mufquets,  nor  had  they  mortars, 
bombs,  pick  axes,  fpades,  or  indeed  any  thing  proper  and 
convenient  for  a  fiege.  But  we  muft  take  care  not  to  attribute 
this  mifmanagement  either  to  commodore  Walker,  who  com- 
.  manded  here,  or  to  fir  George  Rooke,  who  fent  him,  fince  they 
both  adled  in  obedience  to  orders  ;  the  commodore  to  thofe  of 
the  admiral,  and  the  admiral  receiving  his  from  the  miniftry, 
who  ought  to  have  confidered  better  what  they  were  doing, 
m  Hiftoire  militaire,  torn.  iv.  P.  Daniel,  Itimiers,  &c. 
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officers ;  which  is,  generally   fpcaking,  the'  ruin  of  our 
Weft-lndta  expeditions  n. 

A^s  Toon  as  the  news  of  vice-admiral  Benhw*s  misfortune 
and  death  arrived  in  England,  it  wns  refolved  to  fend  ano* 
thcr  flag-officer  thither  with  a  confiderable  fquadron.  This 
command,  it  is  faid,  was  offered  to  fir  Stafford  Fairborne^ 
•who  refufed  it ;  and  then  it  was  propofed  to  mr.  Graydon^ 
who,  though  a  certain  prelate  fliles  him  a  brutal  man, 
made  this  anfwer,  "  That  it  was  his  duty  to  go  where  the 
«  queen  thought  proper  to  command   him,  and   that  he 
•*  knew  no  difference  of  climates,  when  he  was  to  obey 
<«  her  orders."     His  inftrudions  may  be  found  at  large 
in  Burchety  and  the  ftrength  he  was  to  take  with  him, 
confifting  only  of   a  third,  a  fourth,  and   a  fifth  rate  ; 
which  laft  proved  unfit  for  the  voyage,  and   therefore  the 
<    Montague  of  fixty,  and  the   Nonfuch  of  fifty  guns,  were 
V.  :■  .  /  ordered 


ll> 


*  i*  n  The  governors  of  our  colonies  have  fcarcc  ever  been  able 
to  agree  with  the  commanders  of  our  fquadrons  j  and  with 
refpeft  to  this  very  expedition,  there  were  as  warm  complaints 
made  againft  the  commodore,  as  ever  came  from  the  Weft- 
Indies ;  but  he  reprefented,  that  the  road  of  Guadalupe  was 

.  exceflively  bad  ;"  that  he  found  it  impoflible  to  procure  pilots  ; 
that  feveral  of  the  Ihips  loft  their  anchors,  the  ground  being 

',  foul,  and  the  water  deep,  fo  that  Ibme  or  other  were  daily 
forced  out  to  fea  ;  and  added  to  this,  that  the  troops  were  un- 
der e;xeflive  difficulties,  having  no  guides  to  condaft  them,  and 

''  being  under  the  utmoft  want  of  necefl'aries  to  fupport  tiiem. 
Befidest,  the  ifland  was  not  abandoned,  till  the  expedition  had 
coll  us  pretty  dear,  as  appears  by  the  following  account  of  our 
lofs.  There  were  killed  in  the  firft  adtion,  one  major,  two 
captains,  fix  lieutenants  j  and  wounded,  two  colonels,  feven 
captains,  and  nine  lieutenants ;  and  three  enfigns  died.     One 

',  hundred  and  fifty-four  fcldiers  were  killed  ;  two  hundred  and 
eleven  wounded ;  fcventy-two  died  ;  Hfy  nine  deferred  -,  and 
twelve  were  taken  prifoners. 
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ordered  to  fee  him  a  hundred  and  fifty  kagucs  into  the 
lea  ".  They  failed  aboui  the  middle  of  March,  and  oa 
the  eighteenth  of  that  month  they  fai^  lour  Frtnch  (hips  to 
leeward,  viz,  two  of  fixty,  one  of  fifty,-  and  anothex  of 
fcrty.  guns.  This  laft  being  both  the  fmalieft  and  ileror 
moft,  the  Montague,  commanded  by  captain  IVilUam  CU- 
land,  bore  down  to,  and  foon  after  engaged  her.  H^re- 
upon  the  vice-admiral  made  the  fignal  for  a  line  of  batele, 
and  confequently  for  the  Montague^  coming  off;  but  her 
fore-top-fail  being  (hot  in  pieces  the  fecond  broadfide  (he 
received  from  the  enemy,  (be  could  not  tack  fo  foon  as 
other  wife  might  have  been  expecSted,  infomuch,  that  the 
other  three  French  (hips  wore,  and  bearing  down  to  the 
(hip  that  had  been  engaged,  each  of  them  fired  her  broad- 
fide  at  the  Montague  \  but  (he  being  to  windward,  and  the 
fea  running  high,  as  the  French  generally  fire  in  hopes  of 
wounding  mafts,  yards,  or  rigging,  all  their  (hot  flew 
over  her,  fo  that  (he  received  not  any  confiderabJe  da- 
mage. The  French  fhips  (which  now  made  the  beft  of 
their  way  from  ours)  were  foul,  for  they  were  part  of  the 
iijuadron  under  command  of  monfieur  du  Cajfe,  wilh 
which  vice-admiral  Benbow  engaged  in  the  Wejl- Indies^ 
and  (as  it  was  reported)  were  very  rich  P. 

This  Affair  drew  very  heavy  reproaches  on  the  ad- 
miral, who,  notwithftanding,  fcems  to  have  aded  accord- 
ing to  the  beft  of  his  abilities ;  and  in  faying,  this,  I  am 
warranted  by  the  judgment  of  the  Admiralty  hoi^x A,  who 

wer'f 


-  o  See  Burchet's  naval  hiftory,  the  complete  hiftory  of  Eu- 
rope for  1702,  Oldmixon,  life  of  queen  Anne,  &c.  p  Bur- 
chet's  naval  hiitory,  London  Gazetce,  No.  3910. 


Of  ^een    ANNE.  383 

were  beft  acquainted  with  mr.  GraydorCi  inftruftions  1. 
He  proceeded  with  all  imaginable  diligence  in  his  voyage, 
and  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Madiira  o  the  tenth  of  Apriit 
1703  ;  and  from  thence  he  failed  to  Barbadoes^  where  he 
arrived  the  twelfth  of  May,  The  day  before  came  a  bri- 
gantine  from  Guadaiups,  with  advice  that  commodore 
ff^alhr  was  there,  and  that  both  feamen  and  foldiers  were 
in  danger  of  being  ftarved  for  want  of  provifions.  The 
vice-admiral  thereupon  applied  himfelf  to  the  agent-vie- 
tualler,  and  having  furniftied  himfelf  with  all  the  beef, 
pork,  bread,  and  peafe  that  could  be  got,  he  failed  on  the 
feventeenth.  On  the  twentieth  he  ran  in  with  the  fort 
and  town  of  Guadalupe,  and  feeing  it  In  ruins,  he  faile^ 
inftantly  for  Antiguay  and  from  thence  to  Nevis,  where  he 

met 

^  Biihop  Burnet  blames  the  admiralty  for  inferting  a  para- 
graph in  the  Gazette,  to  juftify  the  admiral's  com' aft.  It 
is  neceflary  the  reader  (hould  fee  that  paragraph,  which  runs 
thus.  **  Plymouth,  April  26,  the  Montague,  captain  Cleye- 
•'  land,  commander,  is  come  in  here  :  the  Nonfuch,  and  ihc 
"  went  from  thence  the  1 3th  of  March,  with  vice-admiral 
*•  Graydon,  in  the  Rcfolution,  captain  Day  in  the  Blackwall, 
the  transports  with  brigadier  Columbine's  regiment,  ftore- 
fhips,  and  merchants,  bound  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  part- 
ed from  them  on  the  26th  of  the  fame,  in  the  latitude  of 
43  degrees  The  captain  fays,  that  on  the  i8th  of  that 
month,  in  the  latitude  ot  47  degrees,  30  minutes,  they 
met  four  French  men  of  war,  aud  that  he  engaged  the 
fternmoft  for  fome  time  ;  but  upon  his  firft  engaging,  the 
'*  vice-admiral  made  a  fignal  to  call  him  ofF,  being  under 
"  orders  not  to  loie  any  time  in  his  pah'age,  by  chafing  or 
*«  fpeaking  with  any  fhips  whatfocver ;  the  contrary  winds 
"  having  kept  him'here  much  longer  than  was  intended,  and 
"  the  fervice  up">n  which  he  was  bound,  very  much  requiring 
*•  his  prefence,  and' the  regiment  that  was  with  him".  The 
fingle  queilion  that  arofe  on  this  fubjed  was,  whether  admiral 
Graydon  obeyed  his  orders  ?  And  this  is  plainly  decided  by  the 
foregoing  paragraph  in  the  affirmative.    ,       ^ 
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,  met  with  the  army  and  fquadron  in  the  greatcft  diftrefs ; 
and  having  relieved  them,  he  proceeded  thence  with  all  the 
(hips  of  war  to  Jama'tca^  where  they  arrived  the  four- 
teenth of  yu»/ r.  The  firft  thing  he  did  there,  was  to 
dire6t  a  furvey  of  the  (hips  under  his  command  ;  which 
proved  to  be  very  defective,  not  only  in  their  hulls,  but  in 
their  maf(s,  (lores  and  rigging  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  very 
ill  manned.  This,  together  with  fome  differences  tha( 
arofe  between  the  admiral  and  feme  of  the  principal  per- 
Ibns  in  Jamaicay  determined  him  to  fail  home  as  foon  as 
poflible :  and  accordingly,  having  left  the  Norwich^  the 
Experiment^  and  the  Sea-Horfe,  with  the  Harman  and 
JPflr/.galley,  firc-fhips,  together  with  two  (Idops,  to 
attend  the  ifland  ;  and  the  Colchejier  and"  Sunderland  to 
convoy  home  the  latter  trade,  he  failed  for  Blewfalds,  and 
proceeding  from  thence  he  fell  in  with  Newfoundland  on 
the  fecond  of  Augujl .» 

In  the^  evening  of  that  day  there  arofe  fuch  a  fog  as 
had  fcarce  ever  been  feen  \  for  it  lafled  thirty  days  corn- 
pleat,  and  the  weather  was  {q  very  dark,  that  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  difcover  one  (hip  from  another :  this  occafioned 
the  difperfion  of  the  fleet,  which  could  not  be  brought 
together  again  till  the  third  of  September,  when  the  vice- 
admiral  thought  it  proper  to  confult  his  officers,  as  to  the 
principal  dcfign  of  his  voyage,  which  was  the  attacking 
the  French  at  Placentia,  and  thereby  forcing  them  to  quit 
Newfoundland,     At  this  council  of  war,    there  were  pre- 

fcnt, 


rBurchet's  naval  hiftory,  p.  605.  This  was  certainly  a 
very  fignal  fervice  done  to  the  nation  ;  fince,  if  the  admiral 
had  adled  lefs  vigoroufly  in  procuring  a  fupply,  our  troops 
muft  neceffarily  have  perilhed  for  want.  »  Burchet's 

naval  hiftory,   Lediard,   Oldmixon,    annals  of  queen  Ann, 
&c.  '.'•..  •,.'■•»■"' 
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ffnt,  bcfides  the  vice-admiral,  rearadmiral  Jf'ljiijlene^  and 
thirteen  fea-captains  j  of  the  land-officers,  the  commander 
in  chief,  colonel  Rivers^  fix  captains,  and  an  engineer. 
They  took  mto  conAderation  the  queen's  inftru^lions  to 
brigadier  Columbine^  then  deceafed,  and  thofe  to  mr. 
Graydon,  and  finding  all  their  fhips  in  a  very  fad  condition, 
fhat  they  were  thinly  manned,  and  moft  of  them  fick,  al- 
ready at  (hort  albwance,  and  the  foldiers  being  forced  to 
drink  water  in  fo  cold  aclimate,  had  their  limbs  benumned, 
and  were  fcarce  fit  for  fervice  ;  that  the  five  regiments 
were  reduced  to  one  thoufand  thirty  five  men ;  that  of 
five  hundred  they  were  to  receive  from  New  England  there 
came  but  feventy,  which  were  now  reduced  to  twenty- 
five,  and  thofe  in  a  manner  difabled  j  and  that  from  the 
beft  account,  the  enemy  at  Placentia  were  judged  to  be 
not  only  fuperior  in  number,  and  confequently  able  to 
make  a  good  refiftance,  but  that  the  avenues  to  the  place 
were  extreamly  difficult,  the  grounds  marfhy,  and  no 
planks,  or  other  materials,  for  mounting  the  guns  on  the 
batteries  ?  thefe  difficulties  and  obflructions  being  maturely 
confidered,  together  with  the  good  circtim fiances  the 
enemy  were  in,  and  the  affiflance  they  might  have  from 
their  privateers^  and  other  (hipping  then  at  Placentiay 
the  council  of  war  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
to  make  an  attempt  on  that  place  with  the  fhips  and  forces 
at  fuch  a  feafun  of  the  year,  was  altogether  impracticable  i 
and  that,  inftead  of  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  it  might 
tend  to  the  difhonour  of  her  majefty*s  arms '. 
\  Vol.  III.  Bb  This 


V'P   1 

^il 

1 1 1  j  IL'^^H^^^^p 

1    j|MwUtt|B         1 

ill 

4; 


■V  p 


L'  '  I  tranfcribe  this  from  a  MS.  account  of  admiral  Gray- 
xlon's  defence,   in  which  are  particular  certificates  as  to  the 

truth 
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*  This  was  the  end  of  vice-admira!  GraydorCs  lift«* 
furtunate  expedition  ;  in  which,  thoiif/(;h  it  is  certaiii  on 
the  one  Hand,  that  he  did  not  do  ^he  nation  any  re- 
niftrk^blc  Service,  yet  it  is  no  lefa  certain  on  the  other, 
that  in  refpedi  to  prote(^ing  the  trade,  and  the  reft  of  the 
things  ii)  his  power^  he  did  all  the  fervice  he  was  able. 
But  ii  was  his  raistfortunc,  firft  to  feel  the  eiFe<^  of  other 
mens  miUakes,  and  next  lo  be  made  anfwerable  for 
^hem.  On  his  return,  the  houi'e  of  lords  entered 
into  an  enquiry  into  his  condud  ;  and,  bcfides  their  for- 
mer warm  vote-,  which  waa  more  than  enough  to  have 
undone  him,  came  to  a  rcfulution  of  aJdte^luig  her  ma* 
jefty,  to  remove  him  from  all  employments  for  im- 
fircHing  fcrvants  in  thb  IP'iJi  Indus  \  dcilring  her,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  direct  the  attorney>general  to  profecute 
bim  for  that  ofFcnce »».  This  had  the  dcfired  efFedl : 
vice-admiral  Graydon  (as  toferviccj  was  laid  afide,  and  his 
memory  has  been  loaded  with  the  fouled  imputations ; 
though  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  was  ra- 
ther unlucky  than  unjuft,  and  that  he  fuiFered  for  mif- 
carriages  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  tj  avoid.  In  or- 
der to  have  a  clearer  idea  of  this,  we  mufl  conflder  that 
he  juftified  himfelf  as  to  his  not  fighting  the  rrinch^  un- 
der his  orders,  which  were  very  precipe  upon  that 
head  -,  and,  if  he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  muft  have 

■  ^  J'         been 
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truth  of  each  of  thefe  fads,  aad  which,  I  fuppofe,  fatis' ed  the 
Heufe  of  lords  as  to  this  part  of  the  charge  j  which  the 
admiral  looked  upon  as  that  which  w^uld  affeft  him  moll, 
fince  here  he  had  not  executed  his  orders,  but  avoided  attack- 
ing the  French. 

u  See  the  journal  of  the  houfc  of  lords.  I  do  not  find 
that  the  Admiral  was  ever  profecuted  j  and  I  gucfs,  from  a 
rtflefvion  of  Mr.  OldmUon,  that  he  was  not. 
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been  anfwer&hle  for  ail  the  confequences  before  a  court- 
martial  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  lords  as  the  '^ 
fupreme  judicature,  decided  in  this  cafe,  on  the  rcafun 
of  the  thing  j  and  becaufe,  as  they  thought,  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  fighting  ought,  in  his  judgment,  to  have  fuper- 
ceded  his  ordc  rs  ^  yet,  when  he  pleaded  nece/Iity  in 
excuie  of  imprefitng  fervants,  this  would  not  ferve 
his  turn ;  but  he  was  punjihed  in  that  cafe  as  feverely 
for  making  ufe  of  liis  own  judgment,  as  fjr  a  fuppofed 
ncg]e£l  of  it  in  the  other. 

i     In    all   probability   the  refentment    of  the    houfe  of 
lords    againfl  this  gentleman,    was    fharpened  by  their 
rnfpcding  clofcly  into  other  affairs   relating  to  the  navy  j 
in  which,  it  mull  be  coiifcnVd,  they  found  things  very 
indifferently  managed.     As  for  [nftance,  complaints  had 
been  made  to  the  lord  higli  admiral,  of  bad  provifions,  by 
which  the  Teamen  were  poiOned,  as  well  as  the  nation 
eheatcd  ;  yet  a  furvey  of  the  provifions  complained  of  was 
delayed   for  three   months,    which   gave  a  great  oppor- 
tunity for  making  f  ich  removes  and  changes,  as  rendered 
the  proof  of  this  charge  al'jgcther  impradicable.     The 
merchiants  complained  that  they   were  ill  fervcd  with  con- 
voys, and  that  fo  little  care  was  taken  of  the  Newca/fU 
fleet,  as  occafioned  an  exccflivc  rife  of  coals :  the  neglc(5t  of 
providing  for  fuch  feamcn  as  wore  prifoners  in  France,  was 
likewifc  rendered  very  evident ;  as  was  the  danger  of  the 
ifland  o(  yamaica,  and  the -betraying  our  naval   councils 
to  the  French.    Thcfc  were  ail  dijefted  into  an  addrefs, 
which  w>as  prcftntcd  by  the  houfe  of  lords  to  the  queen  ; 
to  which  her  majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,    that  the  ad- 
drefs confifted  of  fo  many  parts,  that  (he  could  not  then 
take  notice  of  them.    In  the  general,  howcva>  (he  pro* 

B  b  2  uiifed 


i ' 

m^ 

ik.' 

i 

■ 

■fe 

'  i 

■ 

■ , 

-^ 

m 

H' 

4 

m 

M' 

1 

m 

RHH^K 

I  t 


388     NAVAL    HISTORr       . 

tniTed  (he  would  confider  of  them,  and  give  Aich  direAions 
as  fhould  be  proper  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the  na- 
tion. I  think  it  neccHary  to  obferve  here,  that  at  this 
lime  there  were  very  warm  difputes  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  as  to  the  condu£l  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  late 
reign,  which  had  been  cenfured  by  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, And  in  a  great  mcafure  juftified  her^  \  fo  that  at 
this  fcafon  all  the  ftrength  of  party  was  exerted  on  both 
fides,  and  the  merit  of  a  man  was  Icfs  confidered,  than 
the  fa£lion  to  which  he  attached  himfelfw.  But  it  ia 
time  to  leave  {o  troublefome  and  unentcrtaining  a  fub- 
je£^,  in  order  to  return  to  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  the  great  things  performed  in  the  year  1704,  for 
the  fervice  of  whieh  the  commons  grafited  upwards 
of  four   millions  ;    and  of  this,  the  fum  of*  was 

for  the  fervice    of  the  navy  :    which  {[hews,    how  de- 
firous  the  nation  was    of  fuj-porting  the  war  to  the  ut- 
moft,  and  of  giving  whatever  was  neccflary  for  the  fer- 
vice 

w  The  queen,  by  foft  anfwers,  euueavoured  to  pacify  both 
houfes,  which  indeed  was  the  only  meafure  left  for  her  to 
purfue  ;  fir'e,  if  (he  had  complied  with  either  of  their  demands, 
4t  mull  ha'  e  inflamed  both.  Her  prudence,  therefore,  in  this 
refpcrt,  was  very  confpicuous  ;  -though  perhaps  the  righted 
ftep  (he  could  have  tal:en,  would  have  been  to  have  difmKTed 
his  royal  highncfs's  council  as  lord  high  admiral,  and  either 
reftor'd  rhe  earl  pf  Pembroke  or  appointed  commiflioners. 

X  The  rer.dcr  will  probably  be  furpri/ed  to  find  a  blank  in  the 
text :  bu :  the  reafon  i?,  that  after  ufing  the  t  moll  induftry, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  what  the  fum  was ;  which  \ 
find  h.is  been  the  cafe  of  otlicr  afllduous  enquirers,  as  well 
as  myfelf.  I  cannot,  however,  fall  into  their  opinon,  that 
there  W3'  ao  provifion  made  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy 
this  year  ;  but  rather  imagine  that,  by  fome  mittalcc,  the 
fum  appropriated  for  that  fervice,  was  omitted  in  the  vcrics ; 
and  therefore  I  leave  this  blank,  in  hopes  that  fome  more  i«- 
tcUigcnt  Reader  may  be  able  to  fiU  it  up. 
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vice  of  the  common  caufc,  in  hopes  that  it  would  be 
honeftly  and  cffedlually  laid  out,  for  thofc  great  and 
falutary  purpofes  for  which  it  was  fo  chearfully  gi- 
ven. 

Th  r;    king  of  Spain  was  very  defirous  of  profccuting 
hi»  voyage  to  Liibon,  and  therefore  came  to  Port/mouthy 
and  wouU  have  embarked  on   the  fir  ft  of  February ^    if 
the  wind  had  been  at  all  favourable.     Sir  Gtorgt  Rookt^ 
who  was  to  command  the  fleet  that  cfcorted  him,  and 
the  land'forces   intended  for   hia   fervice,  did  every   thing 
that  could  be  expedlcJ  to  Acilitate  the  expedition :    for 
when  he  found  the  tranfports  were  ready,  and  that   it  was 
inipoffible  to  have  the  intended  number  of  great  ihips   fa 
early  at  fea,   he  propofed  failing  with  a  tmaH  fquadron  to 
Lisbofiy  and  waiting  there  for  a  reinforcement.     This   waa 
a  very  wife,  as  well  as  vigorous  (iep  ;  i'ur,  according  to  the 
informations  our  court  had  received  of  the    de(i'!,ns  of 
France^  they  intended  to  have  a  great  naval  (iren<;th   in 
the  Midi t err aman,  which,  if  it  came  there  earlier  than  our ' 
reinforcement  would  have  been  able  to  have  fhut  up  our 
fmall  fleet  then  in  thofe  parts  in  the  river  of  Lisbon^  anJ 
have  intercepted  all  our  trade  homeward-bound  ;   whereas, 
if,  according  to  fir  Georgia  fcheme,  the  fupply  arrived  early 
enough  at  Lisbon,  our  fleet  would  be  fo  flrong  as  to  prevent 
the  junction  of  the  Br/"^  with  the  Touion  fquadron,  and  to 
perform  other  requifite  ferviccs  on  the  coaft  of  Spain  y, 

Bb3  It* 

y  This  was  certainly  a  very  wifis  and  well-judged  fchcmc# 
and  is  a  clear  anddiredl  proof  that  fir  George  Kooke  was  very 
deiirous  of  doing  as  much  fervice  as  pofnble,  und  to  lofe  no, 
opportunity  of  being  early  in  the  adion  ;  his  going  on  this  expe- 
dition, with  the  fmall  fquadron  under  his  command,  was  liaDlo 
to  many  exceptions,  if  confidered  in  a  prudential  light,  and  witl| 
9iview  to  the  credit  of  the   adrniralj  but  fir  CJ^orge  difrc- 
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In  the  firfl;  part  of  his  defign,  Sir  Geo'gt  was  as  for<* 
tunate  as  he  could  wi(h ;  for  failing  on  the  twelfth  of  Fe- 
bruary, he,  after  a  fine  pafTage,  arrived  with  the  fquadron, 
and  ^11  the  trar^fports,    in    the  river  of  Lisbon^  on  the 
twenty  fifth;  and  after   two  days  had  been  fpent  in  ad- 
jufting   the  ceremonial,   his  catholick  majefty   was  con- 
dueled   to  fliore  by  the  king  of  Portugal^  and  mofl  of  the 
royal  family.     Among  other   debates  in   relation  to  this 
ceremony,  there  was  one  which  defcrves  particular  notice, 
and  that  was  in  relation  to  our  flag.     The  )L\ngQi  Portugal 
tlefired  that,  upon  hiscomingQ^n  board  the  admiralV(hip  in 
his  vefTel  of  flate,  and  ftriking  his  ftandard,  the  Bnglijh  flag 
might  be  ilruck  at  the  fame  time;  and  that  when  his  catho- 
lick majefly,  with  himfelf,  fhould  go  off  from  the  (hip,  his 
flandard  might  be  hoifled,  and  the  admiral's  flag  continue 
firuck  until  they  were  on  (hore.     This  propofition  was 
made  from  the  king  of  Portugal  by  the  king  of  Spain ; 
to  which    tjie  admiral  replied,    that  his  majeily,  fo  Ions 
as  he  (houlJ    be  on  board,    might  command  the  flag  to 
be  ftruck  when  he  pleafed ;    but  that   whenever  he  left 
the  (hip,    he  was  himfelf  admiral,  and  obliged  to  execute 
his  commiflion  by  immediately  hoifting  his  flag.     This, 
and  fome  other  reafons,    fatisfied  the  king    of  Spain  j  as 
well  as  his  Portugueze  msjefty  ;    fo  that  the  flag  oi  Eng-. 

land  was  no  longer  ftruck,than  the  (landard  oi  Portugal  *, 

T-o 


garded  thefe,  when  they  came  into  competition  with  the  public 
fervice,  and  chofe  rather  to  riOc  his  own  chara£ler,  than  the 
nation's  honour,  and  the  profpedl  the  king  of  Spain  then  had 
of  fucccfs,  of  which  his  catholic  majefty  was  extreamly  fen- 
iible,  and  gave  upon  all  occafions,  the  moll  ample  teftimonies 
of  his  particular"  refpeft  for  fir  George  Rooke,  and  juft  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  fervices. 

'  z  We  take  this  paflage  from  the  account  publilucd  by  au* 
tjiorit/i  and  I  think  I  way  vcntwre  to  aiTert,  that  fir  George 
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./  Two  days  after  this,  th6  admiral,  in  complianee  witii 
the  refclution  of  a  council  of  war,  fent  a  fquadron  of  feyen<' 
teen  fail  to  cruize  ofF  Cape  Spa/uU ;  which  fquadron  w^s 
afterwards  iucreafed  to  twenty-two  fail.  On  the  ninth  of 
March  the  admiral  himfelf  put  to  fea,  and  continued  cruiz-* 
ing  for  a  month.  Rear-admiral  Dilkes^  who  commanded 
the  fquadron  beforemenuoned,  on  the  twelfth  of  March 
in  the  morning,  difcovered  four  fail  of  (hips  {landing  to 
^   ..  .    „>,  Bb  4  ..   .  U)* 


Rooke's  concern  for  the  Honour  of  the  flag,  became  him 
very  well,  as  an  EngliOi  admiral,  whatever  might  be  thought 
of  it  at  home  by  feme  Engliih  ftatefmen.  Bifhop  Burnet, 
fpeaking  of  our  treaty  with  the  king  of  Portugal,  mentioni 
a  very  extraordinary  incident  relating  to  this  affair,  which  I 
find  it  neceffary  to  tranfcribe.  "  In  this  treaty,  an  accident 
happened,  that  had  almoft  fpoJled  all :  the  kin^  of  Portu- 
gal inlifled  on  demanding  the  flag,  and  other  relpe£ls  to 
be  paid  by  our  admiral,  when  he  was  in  his  ports.  The 
earl  of  ^f ottingham  infifted  it  was  a  dilhonour  to  England 
to  ftrike,  even  in  another  king's  ports.  This  was  not  de- 
manded of  the  Fleet,  that  was  fent  to  bring  over  queen  Kathe- 
rine ;  fo,  though  Methuen,  our  ambaifador,  had  agreed  to  this 
article,  he  prefTed  the  queen  not  to  ratify  ic."— — "  The 
lord  Godolphin  looked  on  this,  as  too  inconfiderable  to  be 
ijififted  on ;  the  whole  affairs  of  Europe  feemed  to  turn  upoii 
this  treaty,  and  fo  .  important  a  matter  ought  not  to  be  re- 
tarded a  day,  for  fuch  pun^ilios,  as  a  faiute,  or  ilriking 
the  flag ;  and  it  feen>ed  reafonable,  that  every  fovereign 
prince  fhould  claim  thefe  acknowlegements,  unlefs  where 
it  wa§  otherwife  flipulated  by  exprefs  treaties.  The  laying 
fo  much  weight  on  fuch  matters,  veiy  much  heightened 
jealoufie:  j  and  it  was  faid,  that  the  earl  of  Noctinghara, 
and  the  tories  feemed  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing  that  could 
obftruft  the  progxefs  of  the  war  ;  while  the  round  proceeds 
ing  of  the  lord  Godolphin  reconciled  many  to  him."— The 
friends  of  the  earl  of  Godolphin  need  be  under  no  concern 
about  this  ftory,  fince  it  is  moll  evident  from  the  foregoing 
account  of  fir  George  Rooke's  condu6l,  that  the  faft  is  falfe, 
and  that  the  honour  of  the  Engliih  flag  was  never  given  up. 
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the  N.  £..     He  had  with  him  three  third  rates,  and    two 
fourth,  viz.  The  Ktnt^    Btdfird,   Suffolk^  Antelope,  and 
Panther,     By  eleven   ht  oame   up   with  them,  and  the 
P anther ,  which  was  the  headmoft  of  ours,  engaged  them  ; 
the  5»j^/;( getting  the  wind  of  them,  did  the  fame,  as  alfo  the 
Antekpii  and  the  Dutch  privateer  j  infomuch,  that  the  (hip 
of  fixty  guns  ftruclc,  after  exchanging  feveral  broad  fides. 
The  rear-admiral  could  not  get  his  own  (hip  in  reach  of 
them  until  noon,  and    then  engaging   the  commodore, 
which  was  a  (hip  of  fixty  guns,  (he  ftruck  to  him  in  a  little 
time,  having  loft   half  her  complement  of  men,  as  the 
third  did  foon  after,  which  was  a  (hip  of  twenty  fuur  guns; 
and  in  this  a£tion  the  Panther  had  her  fore  top- maft  (hot 
by  the  board,  the  Suffolk  her  ntain-maft,  and  the  Ante- 
iopit  mafts  and  yards  were  wounded.     The  two  (hips  bc- 
forementioned  of  fixty  guns,  were  galleon  men  of  war, 
one  called  the  Porta  Cali,  and  the  other  the  St.  There/a, 
and  came  from  St.  Sebafiians,  with  bombs,  guns,   iron 
bars,  ^c,  being  bound  for  Cadiz,  where  (as   it  was  re- 
ported) they  were  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  Weji-Indies^  the 
commodore  Don  Diego   Bicuna,  having  a  commiflion  to 
command  all  the  fleet  defigned  thither ;  and  jn  thefe  (hips 
were  taken  near  feven  hundred  prifoners^. 
:     The  rear-admiral,  by  reafon  of  bad  weather,  did  not 
arrive  at  Lisbon  till  tae  twenty  fifth  of  March,  and  then  in 
going  in  he  loi\  the  St,  There/a,  but  moft  of  the  men  were 
faved.     Sir  George  Rooke  being  alfo  returned,  and  meeting 
with  orders  to  fail  up  the  Streights,'^Tt^2ixcd  to  execute  them, 
though  at  the  fame  time,  the  admiral  >yas  extrcamly  pref- 
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Teii  by  his  catholick  majefty  to  undertake  fomewhat  in  his 
fkvour.     The  difficulties  with  which  fir  George  was  at 
this  time  encompafled  were  many  and  great.     In  the  fir  ft 
place,  the  reinforcement  he  depended  on,  was  not  arriv- 
ed ;   in  the  next,  the  Qiieen*s  orders  were  pofitive  for  the 
relief  of  Nia  and  Villa  Franca,  and  he  knew  how  great  a 
rifque  he  ran,  in  cafe  either  of  thofe  places  were  taken  for 
want  of  timely  fuccour.    The  defign   formed  in   favour 
of  king  Charles  III.  to  invade  Catalonia,  and  make  an  at- 
tempt  on  Barcelona,  was  almoft  ripe  for  execution,  and 
that  monarch  infifted  very  ftrenuoufly  that  the  fleet  fhould 
efcort  this  embarkation.     In  this  thorny  conjuncture  the 
gdmiral  refolved  to  do  as  much  as  in  him  lay  to  fatisfy  all 
parties }  and  we  fhall  hereafter  fee  with  how  great  judgment 
he  executed  this  refolution  :  In  the  mean  time  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  we  fhould  explain  the  condudl  of  the  admjniilra- 
tionin  regard  to  the  expedition  of  fir  Cloudejley  Shovel^, 

After  fir  George  Rooke  failed,  the  court  received  in- 
telligence, that  the  French  were  very  bufy  in  fitting  out 
a  great  fquadron  at  BreJ},     This  alarmed   us  very  much, 
becaufe  it  was  not  eafy  to  forefee  how  this  force  woulr^  be 
employed.     At  all  events  it  wa^  thought  proper  to  equip, 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  a  good   flrfet,  which  was  put 
under  the  comm^lnd  of  fir  Cloudejley  Shwel,  admiral  of  the 
IVhite,  who  had   under  him  fir   Stafford   Tairbone,  vice- 
admiral  of  the  Red,  and   George   Byng,  efq;  then '  rear- 
admiral  of  the  f^me  fqu^ron.  The  admiral  was  inftruded, 
if  he  found  the  Bre/i  fquadron  iltU  in  port,  to  fend  away' 
the  trade  fi:ore-fbips  and  victuallers,  under  a  proper  convoy^ 

to 
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to  Lisbofty  and  to  remain  before  that  port  himfelf  to  endea* 
vour  to  keep  in  the  enemy ;  or,  if  that  was  found  impra£U« 
cable,  to  bum  and  deftrpy  them  if  they  came  out.  But* 
in  cafe  he  found  the  Bre/i  fquadron  alread>  failed,  then 
be  was  to  call  a  council  of  war,  in  order  to  judgfe  what 
firength  might  be  necefTary  to  be  fent  to  fir  Georgt  Haoh ; 
&nd  if  it  amounted  to  tvVedty  twd  {hips,  then  he  was  to 
fail  with  them  himfelf,  that  our  fleet  might,  at  all  events, 
be  ftronger  than  that  of  the  enemy.  Sir  CkudeJIe^  exe- 
cuted his  inftru^iions  punctually,  and  finding  that  a  great 
ftrength  was  necefTary  in  the  Mediterranean  to  oppofe  the 
'  Frenehy  he  failed  thither  about  the  latter  end  of  tbc  month 

of  May  c. 
We  have  now  fcen  how  and  why  the  fucCours  intended 

for  fir  George  Rooke\  fleet,  were  fo  long  delayed,  and  what 
care  was  taken  for  their  coming,  after  all,  in  good  time ; 
we  will  next  therefore  retuin  to  that  admiral,  and  give  a 
fliort  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  extricated  him* 
felfoutof  the  difficulties  in  which  we  left  him.  In  the 
firfl;  place  he  fignifled  to  the  prince  of  Hejc,  who  had  the 
chief  direction  of  his  catholick  majefty's  affairs,  that  if  the 
troops  which  were  to  make  the  attempt  on  Barcelona^ 
could  befpeedily  embarked,  he  was  content  to  efcort  them, 
and  to  give  all  imaginable  countenance  to  his  majefly*s  af- 
fairs 


\ 


c  It  was  certainly  well  judged  in  fir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  to 
fail  as  he  did  with  his  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean ;  for  the 
French,  perceiving  how  much  their  reputation  fuffered  by  the 
declenfion  df  their  power  at  fea,  refolved  this  year  to  make 
the  utmoft  effort  polfible  to  recover  it,  grounding  their  hopes 
chiefly  on  our  fleets  being  divided,  and  the  poiHbility  there 
was  of  attacking  fir  George  Rooke,  before  any  reinforcement 
could  jwn  hiih;  which,  but  for  this  prudent  method  of  fir 
Cloudefly  Shovel,  might  have  been  efFcaed.        ''^  .:,o...;.w„. 
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feiiS  in  Catalmia,  In  compliance  with  this  offer  h»  (ailed 
accordingly  with  the  tranfpoits  under  his  convoy,  and  on 
*  the  eighteenth  of  May  he  arrived  before  tht  city  of  Bane* 
kna.  A  pr'*(l  and  foihe  others  furrcndered  themfelvesy 
and  informed  the  prince  of /^Jr^,  that  if  fome  few  forces 
were  landed,  and  a  (hew  made  of  a  bombardment,  tbef 
would  declare  for  king  Charla  III.  and  receive  him  into 
the  town.  Upon  this  there  landed,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
May^  about  twelve  hundred  marines,  four  hundred  Dutch 
foot,  a  company  of  Catalans^  and  as  many  volunteers  tt 
made  up  in  the  whole  two  thoufand  men.  They  remain- 
ed afhore  all  night  ;  and  the  prince  tending  nothing 
done,  not  wit  branding  the  Dutch  had  bombarded  the  place 
with  fome  efFe(Sl,  his  highnefs  himfelf  propofed  the  re-em- 
barking the  men,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  their  being  at^^t 
tacked  by  a  fupericr  forct.  The  truth  is,  that  he  had 
great  reafon  to  abandon  this  defign  as  he  did,  fince,  in  tho 
firft  place,  the  governor  had  difcovered  it,  and  had  fecured 
the  chiefs  of  the  Aujirian  party ;  and  in  the  next,  tho 
force  he  had  with  him  was  not  at  all  proportioned  to  fuch 
an  undertaking  d. 

m  all  this  one  would  imagine  the  admiral  muft  baVs 
been  blamelefs,  fmce  he  had  done  all  that  could  be  expe^<*' 

II         ^  11' ■  III!  wmmmmmamm^mmm^mm^t^i^^'  i        i     i 

d  There  was  certainly  a  very  (Irong  party  in  Barcelona  fc* 
king  Charles,  and  if  thev  had  had  courage  enough  to  have  de- 
clared  on  the  firfl  arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  had  marched  out, 
and  joined  the  land  forces  as  foon  as  they  had  debarked,  fome-^ 
thing  might  have  been  done  ;  but  they  continued  confultlng 
aod  intriguing,  till  the  govemour  feized  their  chiefs,  arid  thcii 
they  themfelves  advifed  the  prince  of  Helfe  not  to  remain  any 
longer  before  the  place,  on  account  of  its  being  equally  incon- 
venient for  him  and  theiA.  .       -  -  - 
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cd  from  him,  and  did  not  retire  till  his  highnefs  himfetf 
thought  it  requifite.     Yet  bifliop  Burnet  has  given  fuch  an 
account  of  it,  as  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  tranfcribing, 
that  the  public  may  fee  how  neceffary  it  is  for  an  htftorian 
to  be  free  from  party.     **  Sir  George   Rooke  came  before 
**  Barcelona^  where  the  prince  0^  Hejfe  Darmftodt  aflured 
*'  him,  there  were  a  ftrong  party  ready  to  declare  for  kin' 
*^  Charlesy  as  it  was  certain  there  was  a  great  difpofitioi^ 
<•  in  many  to  it.     But  Reoke  would  not  ftay  above  three 
*'  days  before  it ;  To  that  the  motions  within  the  town, 
•'  and  the  difcoveries   that  many  made  of  their  inclinali- 
«  ons,  had  almoft  proved  fatal  them.     He  anfwered,  his 
«•  orders  were    pofitive;  he  muft  make  towards   Nice^ 
*«  which  it  was  believed  the  French  intended  to  befiege.** 
At  this  rate  of  writing,  no  man's  fame  or  memory  can  be 
fafe.     Yet,  to  heighten  the  malice  of  this   reflection,  and; 
to  miflcad    the  reader,  if  pofTible,  ftill  more  egregiouffy, 
the  bifliop  tells  us  a  long  ftory,  previous  to  this  account  of 
the  admiral's  avoiding  the  French  fleet  and  joining  fir  C/sa- 
dejley  Shavel,  which  is  a  notorious  falOiood.     The  admiral 
landed   his  troops  before  Barcelona   on  th6  nineteenth  of 
May,  it  was  the  twenty  feventh  before  they  had  any  in- 
telligence of  the  Brefl  fquadron ;  and  then,  inftead  of 
Ihunning,  they  chaied    them  ;  and  on    the  Oxteenth  of 
June  the  fleet  was  joined  by  flr  Cloudejley  Shovel^  with  the 
(hips  under  hi^  command  ;  upon  which  it  was  immediately 
refclved,  to  proceed   up  the  Mediterranean,  in  fearch  of 
the  French  fleet.     The  whole  of  this  affair  was  fo  perfefHy 
well  conducted,  that  our  allies  and  our  enemies  join  in 
commending  fir  George  Rooke  j  and  yet  his  memory  is  in 
ganger  of  fufFering  with  pofterity,  merely  becaufe  hq  w^ 
commonly  eftecmed  a  tory.    This  it  was  that  drew  upon 
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him  fo  many  and  fo  icvttc  reflexions,  obfcured  all  the 
great  a£iions  he  did,  and  forced  men,  who  valued  them- 
li:lvc3  on  their  skill  in  writing,  not  only  to  mifreprefefit, 
but  to  falfify  hSi9,  that  they  might  be  able  to  caft  fuch 
imputations  upon  him,  as  he  never  deferved  e.  •  ...o^ 

On  the  twenty  Hrft  oi  May  the  admiral  (leered  for  the 
ifles  of  Uteres  but  in  the  paflige  met  with  a  ftorm,  which 
fcparated  his  fleet.  On  the  twenty  feventh  they  joined 
again,  and  had  fight  of  a  large  French  fquadron,  which 
they  rightly  judged  to  be  failing  for  Tau/on  j  and  therefore 
it  was  refolved,  in  a  council  of  war,  to  chafe  them  thither, 
and  if  it  was  not  poflibie  to  prevent  their  getting  into  tha( 
port,  then  to  fail  for  Lisbon,  in  order  to  wait  for  a  rein- 
forcement ;  which  was  accordingly  done  K    On  the  fourth 


t:* 


.■r^r^  ( 


...;itue»I   JKifj 


c  See  Burchet,  the  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1704, 
and  all  the  foreign  journals  of  that  year.  In  the  Dutch  edition 
of  bifhop  Burnet's  hillory,  there  is  a  large  note  to  fet  right^what 
the  editor  takes  to  be  the  effedts  of  hafte  or  confufion ;  and  in 
that  note,  he  dates  the  fafts  and  dates  fairly  from  our  Gazet- 
tes, and  other  public  authorities,  as  I  do.  Burnet's  hiftory, 
vol.  p.  5.  770.  ^  This  is  a  faft,  in  which  Burchet,  Old- 

mixon,  the  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  and  all  our  writers 
agree,  as  talcing  it  from  the  journals  depofited  with    the  fecre-  . 
tary   of  the  admiralty:  and  therefore  we  may -eafily  know 
what  to  think  of  the  following  paffage  in   Burnet's  hiftory*  , 
which  follows  immediately  the   account  he  had  given  of  the 
admiral's  leaving  Barcelona,  to  fail  for  the  coaft  of  Italy,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  fiege  of  Nice,  or  to  relieve  it  if  it  was 
befieged.     **  Having  advice,  fays  the  bifliop,  that  the  French 
*•  made  no  advances  in  that  defign,  he  turned  hi?  courfe  Weft- 
■"  ward,  nnd  came  in  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  failing  from 
"  Breft  to  Toulon,  the  advantage  he  had  was  fo  vifible,  that  it 
■•*  was  expcfled  he  would  have  made  towards  them  ;  he  did 
*•  it  not ;  What  orders  he  had  was  not  known,  for  the  matter 
"  never  came  under  examination  j  they  got  to  Toulon,  and 
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tdjuntwix  fleet  pafied  through  the  Birtights-nxoMih^  and 
were  joined  two  days  after  hy  fir  CUudefley  Shovil,  with 
bis  fqua^ron  off  Laggs:  A  council  of  war  was  then  called^ 
in  order  to  confidcf  what  iervice  (hould  be  proceeded  on.  Se« 
ireral  fchemes  were  propofed,  particularly  a  fecond  attack 
6n  Cadizj  which  wasfoon  found  to  be  impradlicable,  for 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  land-forces.  At  this  coun^ 
til  of  war  the  admiral  alfo  was  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he 
was  limited  by  his  inftru^liona  from  attempting  any  thing 
without  the  confents  of  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  i 
which  was  another  difcouragement  to  the  fervice,  becaufe 
thofe  princes  could  very  feldom  agree  on  any  thing  ;  fo 
that,  except  fending  fome  (hips  to  the  Teraras,  in  order 
to  proteft  the  homeward-bourd  Brazil  fleet,  there  was 
nothing  done,  that  I  can  find,  which  ought  to  be  confi- 
ilcrcd  as  the  confequence  of  this  order.  Sir  George  Rooke 
being  very  fenfible  of  the  refledtiom  that  would  fall  upon 
bUn,  if,  having  fo  confidcrable  a  fleet  under  his  command, 
Jie  fpent  the  fummer  in  d  ing  nothing  of  importance,  cal- 
led a  council  of  war  on  the  feventeenth  of  July^  in  the 
'foadof7>/»^  where  having  declared  he  thought  it  re- 
quifite  they  fhould  refolve  upon  fometh ing,  after  a  longde- 
,bat€  it  was  carri^  to  make  a  fudden  and  vigorous  attempt 
upon  Gibraltar,  for  three  reafons :  Fir/i,  becaufe  in  the 
'  condition  the  place  then  was,  there  was  fome  probability 
'lof  taking  it ;  which,  in  cafe  it  had  been  pioperly  provided, 
'  and  there  had  been  in  it  a  numerous  garrifon,  would  have 
been  impoflible.     Secondly ,  becaufe  the  poilefHon  of  that 

place 
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?**  he  lieered  another  way.  The  whole  French  fleet  was  then 
'^'**  together  in  that  harbour  ;  for  though  the  Toulon  fquadron 
*•♦  had  been  out  before,  it  was  then  in  port,'! 
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place  wai  of  infinite  importance  during  the  prefent  war: 
Thirdly^  becaafe  tlie  taking  of  this  place  would  give  a  luftre 
to  the  qaeen'i  arms,  and  poffibly  difpofe  the  Spaniards  t» 
favour  the  caufe  of  king  Char  hi. 

Th  e  tlcet  in  purfuance  of  this  refolutlon  got  into  the 
bay  of  Gibraltar  on  the  twenty  firft  of  July^  and  the  ma- 
rines, Englijh  and  Dutckj  to  the  number  of  eigliteen  hun- 
dred were  landed  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of 
Hfffi  on  the  IJihmus^  to  cut  ofFall  communication  between 
the  town  and  the  continent.     His  highnefs  having  taken 
poft  there,  fummoned  the  governor ;  who  anfvfered,  that 
he  would   defend   the  place  to  tlie  laf^.     On  the  twenty 
fecond  the  admiral  at  break  of  day,  gave   the  (Igrtal  for 
cannonading  the  town ;  which  was  performed  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  fifteen  thoufand  (hot  was  fpent  in  five  hours  ( 
when  the  admiral  perceiving  that  the  enemy   were  driven 
from  their  fortifications  at  the  fouth  mole-head,  and  that 
if  we  wert  once  polTefTcd  of  thefc,  the  town  muft  be  taken 
of  courf£,  he  ordered  captain  TFhitaker  to  arm  all  the  boats, 
and  to  attempt  to  make   himfeif  mailer  of  them.     This 
order  was  no  fooner  ifTued,  than  captain  fUcks  and  captain 
Jumper^  who  were  neareft  the  mole,  pufhed  on  fhore  with 
their  pinnaces,  and  actually  feized  the  fortifications  before 
the  reft  could  come  up.     The  Spaniards  feeing  this  fprung 
a  mine,  by  which  two  lieutenants  and  forty  men  were 
kilkd,  and   about  fixty   more  wounded  :  However  they 
kept  pofTeflion  of  the  great  platform,  till   they  were  fuf- 
tained  by  captain  TVhitaker,  and   the  feamen  under  his 
command,  who  very  foon  made  himfeif  mafter  of  a  re^ 
doubl,  between  the  mole  and  the  town  ;  on  which  the  ad- 
miral fent  in  a  letter  to  the  governor,  who  on  the  twenfty- 
fourth  capitulated,  and  the  prince  of  Heffi  took  pofTcinon 
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of  the  place.    I  muft,  upon  this  occafion,  obferve,  that  as 
this  defign  was  contrived  by  the  admirals,  fo  it  Was  exe- 
cuted entirely  by  the  feamen,  and  therefore  the  whole  ho- 
nour of  it  is  due  to  them.     I  mud  likewife  put  the  reader 
in  mind,  that  nothing  could  have  enabled  the  feamen  to 
take  the  place,  but  the  canronading  of  it  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  quit  their  pofls  ;  for  the 
general  officers,  who  viewed    the  fortifications  after  the 
place  was  in  our  hands,  declared,  that,  they  might  have 
been  defended  by   fifty  men  againft  as  many  thoufands^ 
The  Fr/«^^  indeed  fay,  in  order  to  diminifli,  as  much  ?s 
polTible,  the  glo/y  of  this   adion,  that  the  Spaniards  had 
neither  garrifon  nor  guns  there  j  but  this  is  far  from  being 
true,  Ance  there  were  above    me   hundred   brafs  pieces 
mounted.     After  putting  as  many  men,  as  could  be  fpared, 
into  the  place,  under  the  command  of  the  prince  of  He/Jey 
the  i  let  failed  to   Tttuan,  in  order  to  take  in  wood  and 
waters.  While 
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g  The  marquis  de  Quincy  tells  lis,  that  the  court  ol^  London 
b^ng  informed  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar> 
gave  fir  George  Rooke  orders  to  attack  it  j  which  he  did,  and 
was  fo  lucky  as  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  through  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  Spaniards.     Though  this  is  the  moft  accurate 
book  publiflied  in  relation  to  the  lad  war,  yet,  in  this  point, 
the  author  is  certainly  miftaken.  We  have  fir  George  Rooke's 
inftru£lions  in  Burchet,  his  journals  and  orders  are  yet  ih  being, 
and  Live  been  confulted  in  this  work  ;  but  nothing  of  this  fort 
has  been  difcovered  :  and  indeed,  if  any  minifter  had  been 
wife  enough  to  contrive  this  fcheme,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  done  himfelf  juftice,  by  claiming  the  merit  of  it.    The 
French    hiftorian  proceeds  to  fay,  that  though  Gibraltar  waa 
taken  for  king  Charles  HI  yet  it  was  never  put  into   his  pof- 
feflion,  but  has  been  ever  fince  kept  by  the  Englifh,  who,  to  fay 
the  truth,   fays  he,  have  dearly  purchafed  it,  fmce  it  has  coil 
them  more  pounds  fterling,  than  there  are  (tones  in  the  fortifii 
cr.tions.    Hilloire  militaire,  torn.  iv.  p.  421. 
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r     While  they  lay  here,  the  tiutch  admiral  fent  a  flag- 
officer  and  fix  (hips  to  Lisbon^  with  orders  to  return  home,  „ 
.  and  a  promife  th'it  he  would   quickly  follow  them.     On 
the  ninth  of  Augujl  the  fleet  failed  again  from  GibraUaf^ 
and  had  fight  of  the  jPr/»r^  fleet,  which  they  refolVed  to 
.engage.     The  latter  declined    ihis,  and   endeavoured  t6 
get  away  ;  but  fir  George  purfued  them  with  all  the  fa'rl  he 
could  make  K    On  the  thirteenth   of  the  fame  month, 
which  was  Sunday,  he  came  within  three  leagues  of  them ^ 
,when  i\ifiy  brought  to  with  their  heads  to  the  f)ijthward, 
Ithe  wind  being  eafterly,   and^  forming   a  line,  laying 
pofture  to  receive  him.     They  were  fifty  two  fhips  and 
twenty -four  galleys,  very  ftrong^in  the  centre,  but  weaket 
in  the  van  and  rear ;  to  fupply  which,  mod  of  their  gal- 
leys were  placed   in  thofe  fquadrons.     In  the  centre  was 
the  cowiiX,  oi  Tholoufe^    high  admiral  of  ira«f^,  with  thi 
PFhite  fquadron  ;  in  the  van  the  White  and  Blue  flag,  and 
in  the  rear  the  Blue,  each  admiral  having  his  vice  and 
rear-admiral.     Our  fleet  confifted  of  fifty-three  (hips;  but 
the  admiral  ordered  the  Swallow  and  Panther,  two  fourth 
rates,  with  a  fifth  and  a  fixth,  and  two  fire-fhips,  to  lie  td 
windward  of  him,  that  if  the  enemy's  van  (houid   pufli 
throwghour  line  with  their  galHes  and  fire(hips,they  might 
give  them  fome  diverfion  ». 
y  Vol.  Ill<  C  c  A 

*»  This  plainly  proves,  that  no  man  wa«  more  inclined  to 
fight,  than  fir  George  Rooke, .  when  fighting  was  a  prudent 
oieafure,  and  in  the  night  of  the  eleventh,  he  had  the  good 
luck  to  force  one  of  the  enemy's  fliips  alhore,  to  which  they 
v^rere  forced  to  fetfire,  in  order  to  prevent  its  fsHing  into  r.ur 
hands.  »  See  fir  George  Rooke's  account  of  this  bat- 

tle, publiflied  by  authority.  This  difpofition  plainly  juoved 
the  aJmirars  great  capacity,  and  how  dextroufly  he  could  iup- 
ply,  by  good  management,  any  accidental  deficiencies  he  might 
labour  under.  > 
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A  little  after  ttn  in  the  morning,  our  fleet  bore  down 
in  order  of  battle,  and  when  they  came  within  half  gun« 
(hot  of  the  enemy,  the  French  fet  all   their  fails  at  once, 
as  if  they  intended  to  ftretch  a-head  and   weather  us ;  fo 
that  ouradmira!,  after  firing  a  chafe>gun  at  the  French 
admiral  to  flay   for  him,  of  which  he  took  no  notice, 
threw  abroad  the  fignal  and  began  the  battle,   which  fell 
very  heavy  on  the  Royal  Catharine^  the  St.  Georgty  and 
the  Shrewsbury.     About  two  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy's 
van  gave  way  to  ours,  and  the  battle  ended  with  the  day, 
when  the  enemy  went  away,  by  the  help  of  their    gallies, 
to  the  leeward.  In  the  night  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  norths 
ward,  and  in  the  morning  to  the   weftward,  which  gave 
the  enemy  the  wind  of  us.  We  lay  by  all  da^  within  three 
leagues  of  each  other,  repairing  our  defeats,  and  at  night 
they  filed  and  flood  to  the  northwards.    Our  fleet  endea- 
voured the  two  next  days   to  renew  the  fight,  but  the 
French  avoided  it,  and  at  h^  bore  away.     This  plainly 
difcoverr.  that  we  had  the  vidlory,  notwithflanding   the 
great  advantages  of  the  French  ;  which  I  think  thofe  who 
underftand  maritimr  affairs,  will  allow  to  be  as  great  as 
ever  any  fleet  had.     For  firfl,  their  ihips  were   bigger ; 
they  had  feventeen  three-deck  (hips,  and  we  had  but  fe- 
ven.    Secondly,    they  had   a  great  advantage  in  their 
^ weight  of  metal ;  for  they  had   fix  hundred  guns  more 
than  we.     Thirdly,  they  were  clean  (hips,  juft   come  out 
of  port ;  whereas  ours  had  been  long  at  fea,  and  had  done 
hard  fervicc.    Fourthly,  they  had  the  afTifhnce  of  their 
gallies ;  and  how  great  an  advantage  this  was,  will  ap- 
pear from  hence,  that  about  the  middle  of  the  fight,  the 
French  admiral  ordered  a  fevcnty-gun   ihip  to   board  th« 
Monk,  a  fixty-gun  (hip  of  ours,  commanded  by  captain 
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MightlU  \  which  fhe  did,  and  was  beat  ofF  three  time?, 
and  after  every  repulfe  (he  had  her  wounded  men  taken 
oflF,  and  her  complement  rclVored  by  the  galliej.  Fifth- 
ly,  the  Prtnch  fleet  wa»  thoroughly  provided  with  ammu* 
nition  \  which  was  fo  much  wanted  m  ours,  that  feverzil 
ihips  were  towed  out  of  the  line^  becaufe  they  had  not 
either  powder  or  ball  fufHcient  for  a  fmgle  broadfide.  But 
the  skill  of  the  admiral,  and  the  bravery  of  the  officers 
and  Teamen  under  his  command,  fupplied  all  defedls,  and 
enabled  them  to  give  the  French  fo  clear  a  proof  of  iheir 
fuperiority  over  them  in  all  refpefts  at  fea,  that  they  not 
only  declimd  renewing  (he  fight  at  prefent,  but  avoided 
us  ever  after,  and  durft  not  venture  a  battle  on  tb<  t  ele- 
ment during^  the  remainder  of  the  war.  It  may  be  there- 
fore jaiHy  faid,  that  the  battle  of  Malaga  decided  the  em- 
pire of  the  fea,  and  left  to  us  and  the  Dutch  an  indifputed 
claim  to  the  title  of  maritime  powers k, 

C  c  a  It 


kl  cannot  conceive  why  bilhop  Burnet,  and  other  writers, 
fliould  fay  fo  much  to  the  prejudice  of  their  country,  purely 
to  leifen  tiie  reputation  of  the  admiral,  becaufe  he  was  thought 
to  be  a  tory  ;  but  1  can  lead  of  all  account  for  the  fallhoods 
that  Burnet  has  thruft  into  his  relation.  He  fays,  that  molt 
of  the  fhipa  had  twenty-five  rounds  of  powder,  when  they 
began  to  fight,  and  that  it  had  feldom  happened  that  fo  much 
hid  been  fpcnt  in  an  engagement  at  fea.  The  Dutch  admiral 
Callemberg.  in  his  letter  to  the  ftates,  fays,  that  ten  rounds 
would  not  ferve  above  an  hour,  and  that  many  of  the  Englifli 
fhips  had  no  more  when  the  engagement  was  over  ;  fo  that  if 
the  bifhop,  intended  to  iufinuate,  that  the  want  of  powder  was 
only  an  excufe,  he  is  efFefU'.ally  refuted  by  this  authority  ;  and 
we  fee  at  the  fame  time,  how  able  he  was  to  make  calculations. 
He  commends  Shovel's  bravery  juftly,  but  then  adds,  that 
Rooke  fought  at  a  greater  diftance.  ^fow  1  think  I  have  fpme 
authority  to  piove,  that  he  is  in  the  wrong  in  both  ;  by  which 
-u^  *i    V  ,  ,  '  lni«aa, 
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.  It  is  true,  that  the  Frenchy  according  to  their  oM 
cuftom,  claimed  the  vi&.oty  here.  Lewis  XIV.  wrote 
a  letter  affirming  this  to  the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  direding 
7e  Dium  to  be  fung  on  that  occafion,  and  afterwards 
publifhed  an  account,  which  I  fliall  give  the  reader  as  near 
as  may  be  from  the  gazette,  and  I  (hall  then  demonftrate, 
that  (he  whole  was  no  more  than  an  artifke  of  flate  \  in 
>\  order 

I  mean,  that  though  fir  Cloudcfley  Shovel  was  a  very  brave 

man,  yet  here  he  had  no  great    )pportunity  of  fhewing  it, 

whereas  fir  George  Rooke  had  and  did.     For,  obferve,  reader, 

what  fir  Cloudefley  fays  in  his  letter,  printed  in  the  compleat 

hiflory  of  Europe,   for  the  year  1 704.     His  words  are  thefe, 

**  the  (hips  that  fulFered  moft  in  my  divifion,  were  the  Lenox, 

Warfpight,  Tilbury,  and  Swiftfure ;  the  reft  efcaped  pretty 

well,  and  I  the  beft  of  all,  though  I  never  took  greater  pains 

in  all  my  life  to  have  been  foundly  beaten,  fcr  1  fet  all  my 

fails,  and  rowed  with  three  boats  a-head,  to  get  along  fide 

with  the  admiral  of  the  white  and  blue.    But  he,  out  failing 

me,  (hunned  fighting,  and'  lay  along-fide  of  the  little  (hips. 

Notwithftanding,    the  engagement   was    ,very  fharp,    and 

I  think  tlie  like  between  two  fleets  never  has  been  in  any 
time.  There  is  hardly  a  fliip  that  muft  not  fhift  one  maft, 
and  fome  muft  fliiift  all ;  a  great  mary  have  fufFered  much, 
hut  none  more  than  ftr  George  Rooked  and  captain  Jennmgs,  in 
the  St.  George." 

I I  think  it  neceffary  to  give  the  reader  a  tranfcript  of  this 
letter,  from  the  French  king  to  cardinal  Noailles,  becajfetwo 
great  politicians  have  difF<'red  much  about  it.  Biftiop  Burnet 
fays,  that,  from  the  coldnefs  of  this  letter,  it  was  concluded  in 
England,  that  the  French  were  beat  j  fo  that  in  his  judgment, 

,  this  letter  was  the  beft  evidence  of  our  vjftory,  Mr  Oldmixon 
^  thinks  juft  the  contrary  j  the  reader,  by  perufing  the  letter,  wiUl 
■  be  able  to  judge  for  himfelf.  ^  • 

**  COUSIN. 
**  The  fleet  which  I  have  aflTembled  in  the  Mediterranean, 
under  the  command  of  my  fon  the  count  de  Thoulcafe,  ad- 
miral of  France,    has  not'  only  difappointed  the  defigns 
which  the  joint  fleets  of  England  and  Holland  had  upon  the   , 
coafts  of  Catalonia,  but  has  alfo  put  a  glorious  end  to  the 
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order  to  leiTen  the  ill  confequenccs  that  were  apprehended 
from  the  defeat,  and  therefore  it  is  no  lefs  injurious  to  the 
glory  of  this  nation,  than  to  the  honour  of  fir  George 

.  Foeie's  memory,  to  make  ufe  of  thediflorted  tales  in  this 
relation,  to  prejudice  the  indubitable  h&s  contained  in 
ours.     The  fubftance  of  this  French  account  was. 

*'  That,  before  the  fight,  the  admiral  ordered  all 
<<  the  {hips  to  make  ready  ;  but  the  fea  being  calm,  he 
•'  ^avc  directions  for  the  galleys  to  prepare  to  tow  the 
*'  men  of  war  off  to  fea.  But  at  day- break  the  whole 
**  fleet  weighed,  by  farour  of  a  breeze  that  blew  gently 

'  *'  from  the  land,  and  made  towards  the  enemy,  whom 
**  the  currents  had  carried  out  to  fea.  The  24th  their 
'<  fleet,  in  a  line  of  battle,  came  up  with  the  enemy ; 
*'  the  marquis  de  Pillette^  lieutenant-genera?,  commanded 
*'  the  van-guard,  having  behind  him  in  a  fecond  line  th^ 
**  duke  of  Turjii,  with  his  own  fquadron  of  fcven  galleys, 
*'  and  five  of  Spain.  The  court  de  Tholoufe  commanded 
«•  the  centre,  having  behind  him  the  marquis  de  Royes  with 

C  c  3  "  four 


<*  campaign,  by  a  general  engagement,  which  iflued  wholly 
**  to  my  advantage,  though  the  enemies  were  confiderably 
**  more  in  number,  and  had  a  favourable  wind.  Their  firft, 
"  efforts  were  fuftained,  and  repulfed  with  fo  much  valour 
by  all  the  officers  and  equipage  of  my  fhips,  animated  by 
the  example  of  their  general,  that  the  enemies  could  think 
of  nothing  during  the  fight,  which  lafted  teh  hours,  but 
how  to  defend  themfelves,  how  to  avoid  being  boarded 
fevcral  times  by  my  ihips,  and  to  fecure  themfelves  by  ia 
retreat;  and  though  the  count  de  Thouloufe  did  all  he 
♦*  could  the  two  following  days  to  come  up  with  them,  he 
"  rould  not  bring  them  to  a  fecond  engagement.  This  happy 
"  fuccefs  obliges  me  to  return  thanlvs  to  God  by  pubnc 
**  prayers.':  . 
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M  four  galleys }  and  the  marquis  de  Longeron  had  the  com<r 
««  mand  of  the  rear  guard,  with  eight  French  galleys  under 
«  command  of  the  count  de  Tow  /tile.  The  enemy*s  van- 
'<  guard  was  commanded  by  fir  Chudejley  Shovel  y  the  center 
by  fir  George  Rooie;  and  the  rear  guard  were  the  Dutch 
fhips,  commanded  by  vice  admiral  Calemberg.  They 
**  had  fixty  fhips  of  the  line,  many  frigates  almoft  as  large, 
**  and  bomb-vefllls  that  did  them  good  fervice,  Sir  Clau- 
**  dejley  Shovel  advanced  before  the  wind,  feparating  himftif 
*'  from  the  ccrvter  ;  but  obferving  that  the  marquis  de 
*'  Villette  endeavoured  to  fiarround  him,  he  kept  to  the 
*'  wind,  and  fir  George  Rooke  feeing  the  danger  he  was  in, 
*'  bore  upon  ttie  king's  fleet.  The  fight  began  about  ten 
*'  a  ck>ck,  north  and  fouth  ofF  Malaga,  ten  or  eleven 
**  kagues  from  (hore,  and  lafted  till  night.  The  fire  was 
<'  extraordinary  on  bdth  fides,  and  notwithdanding  the 
"  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  which  blew  the 
**  fmoak  upon  the  French  fleet,  they  always  kept  as  near 
**  the  wind  as  they  could,  while  the  count  de  Thouhufe  made 
*«  all  poffible  cfix)rts  to  appfoach  them.  The  marquis  de 
*'  Villette  had  fo  roughly  ufcd  the  van  of  the  enemy,  having 
*'  obliged  five  of  their  fhips  to  quit  their  line,  that  he 
,**  would  have  entirely  put  the  fame  into  diforder,  had  not 
**  a  bomb  fallen  upon  his  flern,  and  fet  it  on  fire  ;  which 
**  obliged  him  to  quit  the  line,  and  extinguifh  the  fire. 
**  Another  bomb  fell  on  the  fhip  of  the  Sleuri  de  BelUJk 
*'  who  quitted  the  line  to  refit,  as  did  likewlfe  the  Sieur  de 
,**  Orancy^  Ofmont^  Rouvrcy,  Pontac,  and  Roche  Alkird.  The 
«*  latter  fought  the  fhip  of  fir  Ckudejl/y  Shovel  of  90  guns, 
*♦  though  he  had  but  fixty.  The  Sieur  ChammejUn'hosirdei 
**  three  times  a  fhip  of  the  enemy,  but  quitted  the  fame, 
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*'  feeing  (he  was  on  fire  in  feveral  places,  but  becaufe  of 
*<  the  fmoak  could  not  fee  whether  (he  funjc.  The  bailiff  of 
*'  Lorrairt  was  killed  with  "s  cannon  {hot,  and  the  Sieur 
**  </f  Relingut  had  a  leg  (hot  off.  They  were  the  count  de 
*'  Thouhufii  two  fecondsy  and  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
very  much,  following  the  example  of  their  general. 
The  enemy  continuing  to  (hcer  o'R\  the  fight  with  the 
*'  van  ended  about  five,  with  the  centre  about  feyen, 
**  and  with  the  rear  towards  night.  The  French  fleet 
"  purfued  with  all  their  lights  out ;  whereas  the  enemy, 
<*  their  fiag-fhips  excepted,  had  none.  The  25th  the  ' 
•*  wind  blowing  again  from  the  weft,  the  enemy  failed 
**  towards  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  (o  that  they  loft  fight 
•*  of  them  at  night.  The  26th  in  the^  mor  .ing  they 
were  feen  again  about  four  kagues  diftance,  the  wind 
having  againihifted  to  the  eaft,  which  gave  them  a  fair 
opportunity  to  renew  the  fight,  but  they  did  not  think: 
fit  to  approach.  They  were  not  heard  of  afterwards ; 
U  whereupon  it  was  judged  they  bad  rcpafTed  the  StreightSy 
'*  and  this  obliged  the  count  de  Tboidoufe  to  return  the 
<'  27th  to  Malaga,  with  the  gallies.  We  had  about  1500 
<^  men  killed  or  wounded.  But  we  do  not  knowr  the  lofs 
«'  of  the  enemy,  which  muft  be  very  great  j  and  feveral 
«*  perfon*^  laid,  that  two  of  their  (hips  funk '"." 

I  (hall  mention  but  one  obje£tion  to  t^is  account,  becaufe 
I  think  1  need  not  mention  any  more,  and  it  is  this,  that 
wheiiever  the  French  endeavour  to  account  for  their  not 
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pufliing  the  affair  farther,  they  infift  en  the  mifchief  done 
them  by  the  Engitjh  bombs ;  whereas  nothing  can  be  more 
pertain,  than  that  there  was  not  a  fingie  bomb-veiTel  in  the 
Englijh  fleet.  As  to  the  force  on  both  fides,  and  the  lofs 
of  each,  I  (hall  give  a  particular  account  at  the  bottom  of  the 
page° )  and  having  done  this*  \  believe  I  need  add  nothing 

to 


n  The  Engliih  fleet,  at  the  time  of  this  battle,  confifled  of 
five  iiiviflons,  befides  the  Dutch,  of  which  there  were  but  eleven 
Jhips.  The  llrength  of  the  fleet  will  particularly  appear  from 
the  following  lifl,  tranfmitted  from  the  admiral  to  the  queen. 


Ships  Names. 


Men 
Men.         Guns.        flain.  Wounded, 


94. 

93 

44 

73    . 
?6  • 

66 

6« 

|6 

508 

J' 

H 

57 

9 

«4 

44 

33 

«9 
2 1 

7» 

303 
Prince 


Royal  Catherine 

730 

90 

27 

St.  George 

680 

96 

■    45 

Hamure 

680 

96 

18 

Shrewsbury 

500 

80 

3« 

Nafl*au 

440 

70 

«S 

Xirafton 

440 

<   70 

3' 

Monmouth 

440 

70 

27 

Montague 

565 

60 

«S 

Panther 

280 

Jl 

10 

47SS 

682 

219 

Barfleur 

710 

96 

6 

Eagle 
Orford 

440 

70 

7 

44Q 

70 

i 

Aflurance 

44.0 

66 

6 

"Warfpight 

440 

70 

>7 

§wiftfurc 

440 

70 

13 

Notcingham 

365 

60 

7 

Tilbury 

280 

40 

90 

licnqx 

.440 

70 

»3 

3995 


61? 


>05 


Admi: 
Sir  CI 
Sir  Jo 
Rear- 
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to  (hev^  the  folly  of  the  French  acariemy's  caufing  a  medal 
to  be  ftruck  upon  this  occafion,  as  if,  inftead  of  being  de- 
feated 


Men 

Ships  Names, 

Men. 

Guns. 

flain. 

Wounded* 

Prince  George 

700 

90 

»5 

57 

Boyne 

500 

80 

H 

5* 

Ncwarke 

500 

80 

15 

32 

Norfolk 

500 

80 

'5 

20 

Yarmouth 

440 

70 

7 

26 

Berwick 

440 

70 

23 

24 

• 

3080 

470 

89 

211 

Ranelagh 

535 

8S 

24 

45 

Someriet 

500 

80 

3« 

62 

Firme 

440 

70 

25 

48 

Triton 

230 

50 

5 

21 

Dorfetlhire 

500 

«2 

12 

20 

Torbay 

5uo 

80 

21 

50 

Effex 

440 

70 

13 

36 

Kingfton 

365 

60 

H 

46 

Centurion 

280 

Ji 

10 

33 

» 

3790 

631 

"55 

361 

Kent 

400 

70 

»5 

26 

Royal  Oak 

500 

76 

20 

33 

Swallow 

?8o 

5<^ 

t 

3 

Cambridge 

500 

80 

It 

27 

Bedford 

440 

70 

12 

5« 

Monk 

365 

60 

36 

5* 

Suffolk 

440 

70 

'3 

38 

Burford 

440 

70 

If 

«9 

1 

3765 

540 

119 

249 

Admirals  Divifion 

4755 

682 

219 

508 

SirCloudfleyShovcr. 

»3995 

412 

105 

303 

Sir  John  Leak's 

3080 

470 

89 

211 

Rear-Admiral'Byng' 

53790 

631 

115 

361 

i^ear^AdmiraiPilke'i 

85765 

540 

119 

249 

1 

I 

9*385 

2935 

687 

1632 

, 
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fNKfd,  the  Fnruh  had  gained  a  viilory  worthy  the  notice 
•f  pofterity  o. 

After  the  EngUJh  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  rerew 
the  fight,  they  repaired  to  Gibraltar^  where  they  continued 


'  Slain. 

Wounded. 

Total  kiUed  and  wounded,  Englifh. 

Dutch. 


687 
1632 

23«9 

400 


It* 


C  ^>  '  ^  Total.  2719 

.  Commiffion  officers  flain ;  captains,  fir  AndrewLeake,  and  cap. 
Cam  :  lieutenants  four,  and  warrant-officers  two.  ConunifTion 
officers  wounded ;  captains,  Mynge,  Baker,  Jumper,  Mighells, 
Xirkfon  ;  lieutenants  thirteen;  warunt   officers,  thirteen. 

As  to  the  French  fleet,  it  confifted  of  three  fquadrons  j  the 
Itrft  of  1 6  fhips  of  the  line,  carrying  in  all,  1 1 20  guns,  and 
7700  men;  the  white  fquadron  in  the  center,  confifting  of 
17  fliips,  carrying  1271  guns,  8500  men;  the  blue  divifion 
ia  the  rear,  confifting  of  1 7  ihips,  which  carried  11 52  guns, 
7^«^  men.  In  all,  3533  guns,  24,155  men.  Befides  this, 
they  had  9  frigates,  as-many  fire  ihips,  1 2  French  andi  iSpanifh 
fzgllies,  witi4  two  flutes;  in  aU»  92  fail.  On  their  fide  was 
flaiii,  a  rear  admiral,  5  captains,  6  lieutenants,  and  5  fea  enftgns. 
The  count  de  Thouloofe  himfelf  wounded  in  the  forehead, 
Aioulder,  and  thigh ;  the  count  de  Religues  had  his  leg  fliot 
off".  The  marquis  de  Herbault,  intendapt  of  the  fleet;  Monf. 
dii  Cafle,  commodore  of  a  fquadron ;  M.  de  Chateau  Regnault : 
the  count  de  Phelipeaux ;  the  count  de  Cominges ;  M.  de  Valin- 
cQurt ;  the  count  de  Thouloufe's  fecretary  ;  feven  captains, 
ei^ht  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  officert 
were  woun4ed ;  a>(  to  the  lofs  of  private  men,  it  amounted  in 
the  whole,  to  3048. 

0  In  this  extraordinary  nnedal,  Spain  is  reprefenteu  fitting,  and 
her  arm  leaning  on  a  piUar,  with  victory  over  her  hoad  ;  the 
legend  thus:  Or^  Hispanica  SBcuRiTA»,i.  e.  The  fe- 
ctwky  of  the  Spanifli  coafts.  To  ihew  how  this  was  attained, 
we  read  in  the  exergue,  Anglorum  it|I4TAV0kum  classe 
FuGATA  AD  Malacau,  kxIv.  Auawsti,  m,dcciv.  i.  e.  The 
^ttgltih  and  Dutch  fleet  heat  at  Mala^aj  24th  of  Auguft,  1 704. 
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eight  days  in  order  to  refit ;  artd  having  fupplied  that  pliot 
to  the  utnoil  of  their  povrer  with  ammunition  and  pro- 
vifion,  it  was  thought  convenient  to  return  to  EtigUnd^ 
care  being  fif  ft  taken  to  provide  fuch  a  fquadron  iof  the 
Medittrr^wan  fervice  as  might  fecure  our  trade*  and 
render  any  defigns  of  the  enemy  abortive.  On  the  twenty 
fourth  of  Jughji  the  admiral  failed  from  Gibraltar  ;  on  the 
twenty  fixth  he  gave  orders  to  fir  John  Leake  to  take 
upon  l)im  the  command  of  the  fquadron  that  was  to  remain 
in  the  Mediterrafuan  during  the  winter,  and  then  failed 
home  with  the  reft,  where  he  arrived  fafeiy  on  the  twenty 
fourth  of  SepUndur^  and  was  received  with  all  exteriour 
marks  of  efteem  by  the  miniftry,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
populace  {hewed  for  him  an  unfeigned  afFedionp. 

But  though  fir  Qeor^e  Rooh  had  been  happy  enough 
to  beat  the  French  under  great  difad vantages,  yet  he  was 
not  able  to  baffle  that  fpirit  of  envy  which  had  perfecuted 
him  ib  long.  There  was  a  party  that  not  only  queftioned 
his  conduit  and  the  late  vidory,  but  were  willing  to  fa^ 
criHce  the  glory  of  their  country,  and,  as  far  as  in  them 
lay,  to  propagate  the  idle  ftories  invented  by  the  French, 
as  undoubted  truths,  purely  to  gratify  their  own  fpleen  ; 
and  this  too  in  dire^i  contradi£lion  to  the  voice  of  the  na- 
tion, as  appeared  by  the  many  addreftes  prefented  to  the 
- »;  queen. 


••  * 


P  Sir  John  Leake  had  under  his  command,  two  (hips  of  the 
3d,  nine  of  the  4th,  four  of  the  5  th,  one  of  the  6th  rate,  and 
a  fire-fhip.  His  orders  were  to  repair  to  Lifbon,  from  whence 
he  was  to  fend  home  the  trade  under  a  convoy  of  four  men  of 
war.  He  was  likewife  to  take  under  his  command  fuch  fhips 
of  the  ilates-general,  as  remained  in  thofe  Teas  ;  and  it  was 
particularly  recommepded  to  him  to  take  care  of  Gibraltar.  Sir 
George  Rooke  carried  home  five  2d,  twenty -five  3d,  and  four 
4th  rates,  with  fix  fire-fhips,  two  hofpital-fliips,  and  a  yacht. 
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^ueen,  in  which  the  courage,  condu£^,  and  fortune  of  Hr 

Gi$rgi  Rooki^  are  highly  extolled.     To  put   this  matter, 

however,  out  of  doubt,  and  to  (hew  the  true  fcnfe  of  the 

queen,  and  tlie  niiniftry  on  this  fubje£^,  it  was  thouglirt 

proper  that  his  •'oyal  highnefs  prince  Gtorgt  fiiould  intro* 

duce  fuch  officers  of  the  fleet,  as  had  deferved  beft,  to  her 

majefty  :  and  accordingly  on  the  ninth  of  Oiiobtr  he  pre- 

lented,  firif,  fir  Chudtjley  Shovti,  who  had  the  honoyr  to 

kxh   lier  majefty's   hand:  then  captain  John  Jenningt^ 

comnMnder  of  the  St.   Gtorge^  upon  whom  her  majefty'a 

was  pleafed  to  confer  the  honour  of   knighthood,  and  at 

the  fame  time  George  Byng^  efq;  and  Thomas  Dilkes^  t((\i 

^  the  former  rear-admiral  of  the  Red^  and*  the  latter  of  the 

H^ite  fquadron,  were  likewife  knighted  1.  ^1 

When  the  parliament  came  to  fit,  which  was  on  the 

;  twenty  third   of  OSiober^  new  iiifputes  arofe,  and  great 

'  pains  were  taken  to  prevent  fir  George  Rooke*s  condud 

'  itom  meeting  with  public  approbation  :  This,  however, 

was  without  fuccefs  ;  for  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  their 

addlrefs,  made  uf^  of  thefe  words :  *<  We  beg  leave  to  con- 

^<  gratulate  your  majefly  upon  the  great  and  glorious  fuc- 

*^  cefles  with  which  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  blefs  your  ma- 

•*  jefty  in  the  entire  defeat  of  the  united  force  of  France 

*^  and  Bavaria,  by  the  arms  of  your  uiAjC^y  and  your 

^*  allies,  under  the  command,  and  by  the  courage  and  con- 

**  duft  of  the  duke  of  Marlboroughy  and  in  the  viftory 

^*  obtained  by  your  majefty's  fleet,  under   the  command, 

*'  and  by  the  courage  and  conduft  of  fir  George  Rooke* 

As  it  was  known  that  thefe  expreffions  gave  offence  to  ma- 

iCompleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  Oldmixon,  London  Gazette, 
No.  4061.  which  Gazette  is  filled  with  addrefTes  on  the  fuc- 
«cfl^s  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  fur  George  Ropke,    •' 


'^9irf  ^cen   A  N  N  E.v  -/     ^jj 

tiy  of  the  warmeft  friendi  of  the  mlniftry,  who  thought 
there  wai  no  comparifon  between  the  victories  gained  at 
BUnham  and  Malaga^  the  houfc  thought  fit  .io  cxprefs  iti 
fentiments  more  clearly }  and  having,  on  the  fecond  of 
November^  taken  into  their  ferious  conftderation,  the  (er« 
vicei  both  of  the  fleet  and  the  army,  they  unanimoufly 
voted,  **  That  her  majefty  be  defired  to  beftow  her  bounty 
<*  upon  the  feamcn  and  land-forces,  who  had  behaved 
"  themfelves  fo  gallantly  in  the  late  a£lions  both  by  Tea 
"  and  land."  To  which  her  majedy  very  gracioufly  an- 
fwered,  Thatjhe  would  give  htr  direSiions  accordingly.  One 
would  have  imagined,  that  ads  of  fo  folemn  a  nature  muft 
have  filenced  fuch  as  pretended  to  doubt  the  fervices  per- 
formed by  the  admirai  and  the  fleet  j  and  yet  it  hath  fince 
appeared,  that  fome  of  our  hidorians,  and  many  of  our 
memoir- writers  have  attempted  to  perfuade  us  that,  not- 
withltanding  thefe  decifions  of  the  queen  and  parliament 
the  fleet  did  little  or  nothing,  and  that  the  fight  at  Malaga 
was  a  drawn  battle  ;  in  which,  however,  they  diflfer  front 
the  Dutch,  who  confefs  that  it  was  the  befl-fought  action 
recorded  in  hiftory  ;  and  that  the  skill  of  fir  George  R$cie 
convinced  the  French,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  conteft  witii 
the  maritime  powers  the  empire  of  the  fea  t,  \ 

Before  we  conclude  the  naval  tranfadlions  of  this 
year,  it  is  neceflary  that  we  (hould  again  pafs  into  the 
Mediterranean,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  the  fervices  per- 
formed there  by  fir  John  Leake.  The  Spaniards,  v;ho 
were  the  beft  judges,  found  our  pofTeflion  of  Gibraltar  h 
great  a  thorn  in  their  fides,  that  as  they  very  lately  pre- 
vailed 


i_« 


t  Compleat  hiflory  of  Europe,  Oldtnixon,  debates  in  parlia- 
ment, &c. 
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Tailed  on  the  French  to  hazard  an  engagement  at  fea,  (o 
fiicilitate  their  retaking  of  it,  fo  they  afterwards  demanded) 
and  obtained  a  fquadron  of  Frtnch  (h^ns,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  monf.  de  PsintiSf  to  aiTift  them  in  carrying  on 
the  ficge.  The  prince  of  HfJ}  having  fent  early  advice  of 
this  to  LishoHy  fir  John  Leakt^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
monCh  oi  October y  proceeded  with  his  fquadron  to  the  relief 
of  the  place,  and  adkially  landed  feveral  gunners,  carpen- 
ters, and  engineers,  with  a  body  of  four  hundred  marines ; 
but  receiving  intelligence,  that  the  French  were  approacu- 
ing  with  a  force  much  fuperior  to  his,  he  found  it  nccciTary 
to  return  again  "lo  Lisbon,  He  did  this  with  a  view  only 
to  refit,  and  to  be  in  a  better  condition  to  fupply  and  aflifl 
the  garrifon  in  a  fecond  expedition,  for  whfch  he  had  very 
prudently  dire£led  preparations  to  be  made  in  his  abfence. 
This  enabled  him  to  put  to  fca  again  on  the  twenty  fifth  of 
O^oker,  and  on  the  twenty  ninth  he  entered  the  bay  of 
<?»ir<>/Mr  at  a  very  critical  juncture  j  for  that  very  night 
the  enemy  intended  to  florm  the  town  on  all  fides,  and  had 
profiured  two  hundred  boats  from  Cadizy  in  order  to  have 
landed  three  thoufand  men  near  the  new  mpuld.  But  fir 
yohn  Leake  entered  fo  fuddenly,  that  he  furprized  In  the 
bay  two  frigates,  one  of  42,  and  the  other  of  24  guns,  a 
brigantine  of  14,  a  fire-fhip  of  16,  a  flore-fhip  full  of 
bombs  and  granado's,  two  Englijh  prizes  ;  and  a  Tarlane 
and  another  frigate  of  thirty  guns,  which  had  juft  got  out 
of  the  bay,  was  taken  by  an  Engltjh  (hip  that  followed 
herr. 

Thr 


v-«i>i  v£^  •, . 


XBurchet,  Oldmixon,  compleat  hiftorv  of  Europe.  Not  only 
our  own  writers,  but  even  the  marquis  dc  Quincy  acknovvleges 

the 


%]\ 


Of  ^een    ANNE. 


4^5 


The  enemy,  notwiihftanding  thefe  difcouragementi, 
continued  the  fiege,  in  cxpe£lation  of  a  ftrong  naval  fuc- 
cour  from  France,  and  therefore  fir  John  Leah  refolved  to 
land  as  many  men  as  he  could  fpare,  to  reinforce  th'.'  g^- 
rifon  ;  which  he  performed  on  the  fecond,  third,  aa4 
fourth  of  November,  and  continued  ftill  on  the  coaft  i« 
order  to  alarm  and  diftrefs  the  enemy.  On  the  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  he  ordered  hia  fmalleft  frigates  to  go  at  near 
the  (hore  as  poHible,  and  then  manned  all  his  boats,  as  if  he 
intended  a  defcent ;  but  this  was  done  fb  flowly,  and  the 
troops  feigned  fucb  a  rel(i6lancy  to  land,  as  gave  the  Spte^ 
nljh  general  time  to  draw  down  a  great  body  of  cavalry, 
which  enabled  the  admiral  to  put  his  defign  in  execution, 
andtofalute  them  in  fuch  a  manner  with  his  great  end 
fmall  arms,  as  made  them  fcamper  back  to  their  camp 
with  great  pt-ecipitation.  The  Centurion  arrived  on  the 
twenty  fecond  of  November,  and  brought  in  With  )^  a 
French  prize  from  Martinico,  very  richly  laden  ;  and  'at 
the  fame  time  gave  the  admiral  intelligence,  that  he  had 
failed  as  far  as  was  convenient  into  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and 
had  difcovercd  a  very  ftrong  fquadron  there,  which  he 
apprehended  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fail.  Upoa 
this  and  fome  other  intimations,  fir  John  Leake  vMsed  to 
put  to  fea,  and  to  ftand  with  his  fleet  to  the  eadward  of 
Gibraltar,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  tp  take  fuch 

meafurei 


the  truth  of  this  fad  ;  he  likewife  tells  us  of  an  attempt  made 
by  500  men,  who  crawled  up  the  mountain,  and  appeared  on 
the  back  of  the  town ;  which  they  had  ceriainly  taken,  if 
they  had  been  properly  fupported;  but  he  fays  nothing  of  ihc 
Engiifli  forcing  th«m  over  the  precipice,  and  leaving  their 
mangled  carcalfes  a  melancholy  mark  of  their  own  ra{hn«fs, 
and  their  country-mens  cowardice. 
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meafures  as  (boulJ  be  found  ncceiTary,  as  well  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  she  place,  as  for  fccuring  the  fuccours  that  were 
cxpedled  from  Lisbon  t. 

On  the  feventh  of  December  arrived  the  Jntelope^  With 
nine  tranfports  under  her  convoy  ;  and  two  days  afterwards 
the  Newcajih,  with  feven  more,  having  on  hoard  near 
two  thoufand  land  troops.  They  efcapcd  the  French  fleet 
very  luckily  5  for  when  they  were  ofF  cape  Spartell^  they 
had  fight  of  monf.  Pointis*s  fquadron,  confifting  of  twenty- 
four  fail  of  men  of  war,  under  Englijh  and  Dutch  colours. 
As  they  expefled  to  meet  the  confederate  fleet  under  fir 
John  Leah  and  rear-admiral  Vanderdujfen  thereabouts, 
they  did  their  utmoft  tojoin  them  ;  but  by  good  fortune 
were  becalmed.  They  put  their  boats  tc  fea  on  both  fides 
to  tow  the  (hips ,  but  the  Englijh  obferving  that  the  men 
of  war  ilretched  themfelves,  and  endeavoured  to  make  a 
half-moon  tu  furround  them,  they  made  a  private  fignal, 
which  fir  John  Leake  would  have  understood.  This 
fpoiled  the  meafures  of  the  French^  who  were  thereby  dif- 
covered,  and  put  up  their  colours,  and  endeavoured  to  fall 
upon  the  tranfports  ;  but  chey  got  off  by  means  of  their 
oars,  and  the  night  coming  on,  they  got  away  by  favour 
of  a  fmall  breeze  from  the  fouth-Weft.  By  the  arrival  of 
thefe  fuccours,  the  garrifon  was  increafed  to  upwards  of 
three  thoufand  men ;  and  having  already  obtained  many 
advantages  over  the  enemy,  it  was  no  longer  thought  re- 
quifite  to  keep  the  fleet,  which  by  long  fervice  was  now 
but  in  an  indifferent  condition*  either  in  the  bay,  or  on 
the  coaft ;  efpecially  when  it  was  confidered,  that  monf. 
Paintis  was  fo  near  with  a.  force  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to 

that 
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.that  oif  fir  John  Leake,  The  prince  of  Hep  having  ac-? 
knowledged  this  to  the  admiral,  he  called  a  council  of  war 
on  the  cwenty  firft  of  December^  and  having  laid  before 
them  the  true  (late  of  the  rafs,  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  fail  with  all  convenient  {^t^  to  LUhon  in  order  to  xefit^^ 
and  to  provide  further  fupplies  for  ,the  garrifon,  in  cafe,  as 
the  Spaniards  gave  out,  they  (hould  receive  fiich  reinforce- 
inenis  from  king  I^ewis  and  king  AV%  as  would  enable 
thern  to  renew  the  fiege  both  by  land  and  fea.  This  rcfo* 
lution  was  as  ipeedil/  executed  as  wifely  taken,  and  the 
fleet  arrived'  at  Lisbon  in  the  latter  end  of  1704,  where 
we  Diall  leave  them  in  order  to  return  to  what  was  d(Jng 
at  home,  and  the  preparations  made  for  carrying  on  the 
vl^ar  by  fea  with  greater  vigour  in  the  next  year,  than  they 
had  been  at  any  time  Cnce  the  beginning  of  the  war ",  * 
It  was  a  common  complaint  at  this  junfture,  that  wo 
did  not  profecute  the  war  at  kz  with  fo  much  vigour  as 
might  be  cxpeftcd  from  a  nation  (o  powerful  on  that  ele-» 
ment :  that  the  enemy's  taking  our  (hips  was  a  reproach  on 
the  nation,  which  ought  to  fall  under  the  notice  of  parlia* 
ment.  In  anfwer  to  this,  I  mean  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, it  was  faid,  ^hat  though  the  h{\s  could  not  be 
denied,  yet  o  the  other  hand  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the 
board  of  jfdmiralty  couM' not  ^o  more  than  the  fupplifj 
granted  by  parliament  would  enable  them  }  and  that  there- 
fore, if  more  was  expected  from,  more  ought  to  be  done 
for  them,  Thi<»  was  chiefly  faid  by  the  admirals  and  their 
friends,  who  were  very  numerous.  The  Houfe  having 
confidered  the  whole  affair  with  great  attention,  came  at 
length,  on  the  fevenrh  o^  November^  17^4,  to  the  following 
Vol.  III.  D  d  refolutions. 
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rcfolationsj  via.    That  forty  thoufand  fwmcn  fliould  bt  > 
allowed  tbr  the  year  1705»  including  eight  thoufand  ma- 
rines.    On  the  ninth  they  ref.dved  that  one  hundred  ihou- 
find  pounds,  fliould  be  allowed  fox  the  ordinary  of  the  navy 
for  the  fame  year;  and  that  forty  thout'and  pounds  (hould  be 

•  given  to  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the  fea  fervice,  over  and 
above  the  ufual  provifion  ;  and  thit  ten  thoufand  pounds 
(hould  be  given  for  making  a  wharf  and  ftorehoufc  at 
Porifmouth,    Thefe  wcfe  great  and  glorious  provifions, 

^  fuch  as  (hewed  that  the  people  ^crc  dcfirous  not  to  fpare 
their  treafure,  where  the  credit  of  the  crown  and  their 
own  iiitcrclt  were  4t  at  ftakc  w. 

Yet  in  the  latter  end  of  this,  and  in  the  bcgin!>lng  of 
the  fttcceeding  year,  certain  enquiries  vrerc  'made  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  which  did  as  great  honour  to  that  afli:nibly, 
as  they  gave  pain  to  fome  in  the  admit)i(Vration.  A  great 
clamour  had  been  raifed  a<i,aiM(l  liie  prince^  council,  for 
not  paying  fuiHcient  attention  to  the  merchants,  and  for 
having  very  little  regard  to  the  rcfcntmcnt  (hewn  by  that 
houfe  agninft  certain  pcrfoiis,  and  certain  proceedings. 
Lord  Haverjham\  and  fume  other  lords  warm  fpccchcs, 
raifed  a  great  heat ;  but  before  any  addrcfs  was  made  to 
the  queen,  two  committees  of  inquiry  were  appointed  ^ 
one  to  infpetl  the  books  at  t^c  Jdmlralty- office y  in  order 
s  ta 


i  '^  It  mull  be  obfervfd,  that  the  fupplics  were  carried  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  before  the  lealt  iwticc  was  given  by  th* 
minirtry,  that  fir  George  Rookc  had  loft  their  favour.  In 
this,  there  was  a  great  deal  oi  policy,  bccaufe  the  majority  of 
that  houfe  of  commons  were  Torie.i  j  and  if  they  had  been  at 
all  aware  of  fir  George  Rooke's  beir^  forced  to  refign,  or,  m 
mr.  Oldmixon  phrales  it,  being  laid  afidc,  they  might  have 
been  lefs  inclined  to  receive  from  the  winiitry  in^U^yj^ 
terms  of  the  fupply,  '  '  \ '""  -«»-*^ 
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to  fee  exa£^ly  what  cuiidu£l  the  board  had  purfued,  and 
(hi  other  to  confider  what  wai  done  at  fca.  Thii  was 
certainly  a  very  clear  and  methodical  way  vfat^ing)  and 
contributed  to  im  laying  open  all  jhe  wrong  ileps,  that  / 
had  been  wink^'d  tt  cither  on  account  oF  private  friend* 
Oiipii,  or  the  prejudice!  of  party.  In  the  firft:  place  the 
houfe  «>bfervcd,  that  twenty  two  (hips  had  been  employed 
to  emits  the  whole  fumnier,  and  they  Oiewed,  from  their 
account!  returned  to  the  Admiralty  Office^  that  they  had, 
performed  their  duty  fo  negligently,  ai  not  to  have  done, 
more  than  from  three  (hipii  command  e({^  by  a^ive  cap^* 
tainSi  might  juftly  have  been  rxpc^ied.  They  likcwifd 
complained,  that  there  were  ten  fl<>gi  in  pay,  three  of  which 
were  not  at  fea  :  that  mr,  Churchill  had  not  been  at  fe* 
in  aisy  one  year  of  this  war :  that  mr.  Graydm  had  been 
aOiore  all  thr  laft  year,  and  that  he  had  been  employed* 
notwithftanding  a  former  addrcfi  for  hii  difcharge  :  That 
fir  Jame^  Pf^ijhart^  though  a  rear«admiral,  had  the  Ud 
year  been  fw  Georgi  Ko9h*s  captain  ;  That  fir  John  Muri' 
den,  though  he  had  not  done  hia  duty,  had  a  pcnfion  of  • 
three  hundred  and  nineteen  poundi  a  year,  i^c.  Though 
the  queen  could  not  be  very  well  plcafed  with  an  addrefi , 
which  reflected  on  the  fupinenefii  of  her  royal  confort,  yet 
O18  concealed  her  diHike,  and  anfwered,  Feb,  5,  **  Your 
•(  addrcfa  contains  many  obfervations,  which  I  will  con- 
'*  fldtr  particulaily,  and  give  fuch  dire<Slion9  upon  them, 
*''  as  may  be  mod  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  ict" 
**  viceu." 


iiU 


U 


D  d  2 


Thus, 


*  X  This  addrefs  of  the  lords,  was  prefemed  to  the  queen,  o»- 
tlic  5th  di  February,  1704-5.  It  is,  without  qudlioo,  one  of 
the  mvil  valuable  (late>pap«ri  extant,  at  it  is  a  noble  inttancc 
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'  Thut,  between  the  two  houfes,  the  bufinefs  of  the  na- 
tion, ^ith  rcfpeft  to  naval  ailairs,  was  very  fully  done. 
The  lords  took  care  to  corre£^,  or  at  leaft  to  point  cut, 
what  v;as  amifs  in  pad  tranfaftions  ;  and  the  comn\oni 
made  ample  provifion  for  the  thorough  fupply  of  whatever 
was  neceflary  in  times  to  come.  Yet  in  doing  all  this, 
fome  iharp  exprefllons  efcaped,  efpecially  in  the  houfc  of 
peers^  which  certainly  flowed  rather  from  -i  zeal  to  party, 
than  any  love  to  juftice;  which  gave  fuch  difguft  tp  fir 
George  Rooke,  that  aftef  all  the  honours  had  been  paid  him, 
he  declined  any  further  command,  as  deiiring  that  the 
queen  might  b^  eafy,  and  the  nation  well  ferved^  rather 
than  that  any  opportunities  might  be  given  him  of  adding 
either  to  his  reputation  or  eftate.  This  is  the  true  ftate  of 
the  cafe,  as  far  as  I  have  btren  able  to  learn  ;  nor  can  I 
believe,  what  fome  warm  people  have  ventured  to  afrert> 
that  the  lord  treafurcr,  Godolphin,  procured  fir  George  to 
be  laid  afide,  in  order  to  gratify  the  duke  of  ^arlborcugh  ; 


«f  the  true  fpirit  of  an  Englifh  parliament.  It  fliews,  how  en- 
quiries may,  and  ought  to  be  conducted,  and  how  agreeable  it 
is  to  the  nature  of  our  comititution  to  lay  before  the  crowny 
and  exhibit  to  the  people  true  reprefentatlons  of  the  ftate  of 
.public  affairs,  that  men  may  fee  how  the  money  goes,  which 
IS  faid  to  be  raifed  for  their  fervice,  and  not  look  upon  the 
pabllc,  as  a  bad  fteward,  thnt  receives  and  pays  without  ac- 
count.  This,  I  will  be  bold  to  lay,  was  the  reafon  that  this 
war  was  carried  on  fo  iruch  cheaper  chanour  naval  armaments 
have  been  ever  fince  ;  Icr,  when  enquiries  are  frequent,  frauds 
feldom  happen  ;  but  when  thefe  are  either  difcouraged,  made 
only  for  form,  or  fo  turned  as  to  ferve  the  little  purpofes  of 
parties,  ^ho  under  colour  of  difcovering  the  faults  of  a  mini- 
ftry,  mean  no  more  than  to  become  minifters  themfelves  ; 
things  muil  go  from  bad  to  worfe,  and  a  fpirit  of  plundering 
infmuRte  itfdf  through  all  public  offices. 
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a  fuggeftion  better  brcdming  the  narrow  fpirit  of  a  parly 
>frriter,  than  the  wifdcm  of  that  great  lord,  or  the  known 
calmnefs  and  equanimity  of  the  noble  duke  y.     In  confe- 

V'  -bA  D  d  3  quencc 

'  ■ — — .— — ^— 

y  Mr.  Hornby,  the  reputed  author  'of  the  famous  caveat 
a|;ainfl:  the  Wliigs,  which  is  now  become  extrcawly  fcarce, 
gives  us  the  following  refleflions  on  the  difgrace  of  this  great 
admiral.     "  In  1 704,  fays  he,  fir  George  Rooke,  with  a  crew 
of  cabbin-boys,  took  the  almoft  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Gi- 
braltar, To  that  at  the  fame  time,  Britifh  trophies  were 
ere£led  eaftward  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  her 
flags  were  feen  waving  on  the  towers  of  the  moft  weilern 
part  of  Europe,  whers  Hercules  fixed  his  ne  plus  ultra.  Af- 
ter this,   uhder  great  difadvantages,  both  in  the  number, 
rates  and  condition  of  his  (hips,  and .  above  all,  in  the  wan^ 
of  ammunition,  be  fo  far  convinced  the  French  how  unequal 
a  match  they  were  for  us  on  the  watry  element,  that  they 
never  after  ventured  to  equip  another  royal  navy ;  yet,  how 
were  his  fervices  undervaluti  by  the  faction  here  !.  Gibral- 
tar, which  was  able  to  defy  the  power  of  Spain,  and  to  baffle 
and  waile  their  army  in  a  fruitlefs  fiegc,  and  which  is  like  to 
**  continue  to  future  ages,  an  honour  to  our  arms,  jjid  a  fafe- 
*'  guard  to  our  commerce,  wa&a  p^ace  of  no  ilrengthor  value, 
"  and  the  engagement  at  fea  was  celebrated  with   lampoons, 
•*  inftead  of  congratulations.    NcHher  his'  anions  in  this  war^ 
**  nor  in  thelaft,  his  condudt  in  faying  our  Turkey  fleet,  or 
his  courj^e  in  deftroying  the  French   Ihips  at  la  Hogue, 
could  prevail  with  them  to  allow  him  any  (hare  of  fltill  or 
bravery*';  fo  that  he  is  to  wai^  for  juftice  from  impartial  pof- 
terity,  not  only  in  thefe  qualities,  but  one  njuch  more  rare 
in  this  age,  which  he  (hewed  in  refufing  to  afk  a  privy  feal 
for  a  fum  of  money  remaining  in  his  hands  of  what'  had 
been  remitted  to  him :  as  he  had  not  wafted  it  in  monftrous 
bowls  of  punch,  fohe  fcornod,  to  enrich  himfelf  by  convert- 
ing the  putlic  treafure  to  his  own  ufe,  but  juftly  accounted 
for  it.  <  Thefe  monuments,  ••>  fpite  of  envy  and  deiraiSlion, 
will  remain  to  his  honour  in  the  records  of  time,  and  hia 
memory  will  live  without  the  a(riftance,  or  expence  of  a 
lumpifh  pile  of  ftones,  damped-upagainft  the  walls  of  Weft- 
minller-Abby,  as  was  beftowed  t,o  commemorate  the  lofs  of 
•'  fonie  of  her  majefty's  (hips,  and  the  more  valuable  Kves^  of 
many  of  her  fubjefts,  for  Want  of  tommon  care  and  difqr©^ 
Uo^."  .  , 
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quenceofthis  meafare,  however  brought  about,  a  fort  of 
thorough  change  was  made  in  the  Admiralty,     Sir  Clmdtf" 
ley  Shovel  was  appointed  rear-admiral  of  EngUttd^  and  ad- 
miral and  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet }  fir  John  Leah 
was  appointed  vice-admiral  of  the  IVHte  fquadron,  as  ftr 
George  JByng  was  Cf  the  Blae\  fir  Thomas  DilieSf  rear- 
admiral  of  the  i^i^i  Ip^tlUam  PThitJlonei  c(i\\  rear-admiral 
of  the  pyhitfi  and  fir  Jihn  yennmgsy  rear-admiral  cf  the 
Bluf,    I  have  thrown  the fe  debates  and  promotion)  in t9 
the  mofl;  regular  order  I  oould,  for  the  readerVi  eafe  and  gny 
owH}  that  I  might  the  (boner  return  to  ad^jon^  and  to  th6 
exploits  of  oar  Tea  force,  under  thefe  new  commanders ; 
\  find  though  I  have  not  observed  tlie  ftridl  rules  di  ckroiio- 
jogy,  yet,  ;»$  the  promotions  were  the  tffc&.  of  the  engui* 
riet,  I  hope  jhe  reader  wiH  be  fatiiiiied  wiih  my  manner  of 
ftatingit.    Thefe  fbrmalitiesthus  fettled,  let  us  now  pro* 
(ceed  totbetranfa^ionsof  the  fleet  under  the  command  of 
fir  John  Leaii  in  the  Ahditerraneany  who  (hewed  no  JeA 
prudence  and  fortitude  in  preferving  Gibraltar ^  than  fir 
George  Roake  bad  done  in  acquiring  it  ».  .^  hM^itni  •♦ 

Ths  French  and  Spaniards^  as  their  own  writers  con- 
kfSi  were  obflinate  in  their  refolution  of  xetafetfig  Gibrat* 
tar^  coft  what  it  would.  The  eagernefs  (hewn  by  king 
Philip  on  this  occafion^  had  lilreto  haive  been  fatal  to  him; 
and  ihi^  method  he  took  to  regain  Gibrahdrf  had .  welJ 
tiigh  loft  him  Spaifif  bydifgufting  mod  of  the  nobility. 
Hitherto,  ;(})e  marquifc  Vllladarias  had  comnpnded  before 
^  tiawflt  .'Rnd  had  ^m  fA^^^M^^S^^^A^  i^,afy<r 
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OWmixpn,  Pointer's  .clwpJiQioglal IiiWjr^,  .{  [zA'u  '^^'^  ** 
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ry  bad  fcafort,  with  very  IndifFcrent  troopf.  King  Phitip^ 
liowevcr,  removed  him,  and  fcnt  mtrfhal  diTcft^  %  F^tntb- 
fftaft,  with  the  title  of  captain- general,  to  command  in 
his  place,  and  at  the  fame  time,  hdtdn  4i  PmntU  wis  or- 
dered to  fail  with  his  fquw^ron  from  Cadiz  fo  blopk  up  the 
place  by  fca.  This  being  pfformtd,  the  Spaniardt  mskde 
no  doubt  of  their  being  quickly  mafters  of  (h«  4tity  ;  and 
indeed  the  prince  of  Heje  found  the  P^eftcb  general  ib 
much  better  acquainted  with  the  art  of  war,  and  fa  much 
better  Ibpplied  with  all  things  neceflary,  than  ihe  Spaniard 
had  been,  that  he  thought  it  requifite  to  fend  an  exprefs 
dire£tly  to  Lisbon^  to  dcfire  fir  J^hn  Ltaki  to  come  with 
illi  hnaginable  fpeed  to  his  afliftanoc  ».  ^vt  tbmat  Dtihi 
was  In  the  mean  time  arrived  from  England^  with  five 
third  rates,  and  a  body  of  troops  \  and  thefe  being  em- 
barked, fir  John  failed  from  Lishn  on  the  fixth  of  Marckt 
|o  prevent  the  lofs  of  this  important  fortreis. 
'  Upon  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month,  he  had  fight  of' 
^iz^G  Spartelt^  but  not  having  light  enough  to  reich  tJie 
bay  otGibraitar^  he  thought  proper  to  lie  by,  to  prevent 
^hi^  being  difcovered  from  the  Spapi/h  fliore,  intending  to 
iurprize  the  enemy  early   m  the  morning}  but, byhiad 


weait^r^  was  prevented  from  making  fail,  asfbonas  hft 


intended^ 


.>..»■  ■;»!(      y  y 


-»vt«It  wias  the  great  iniif(;»tune  of  king,  Philip,  that  few  of  the 
.  Spfit^fti  officers  were  ablp  to  ierve  hini  effe^lually  j  and  yet 

noi^e  of  them  could  bsar  the  thoughts  of  fervlng  under  French 

mtn.  His  making  marfhal  de  TeiTe  cajptA^-|;encral,  gaye 
;  exoeffive  offence,  infomuch,  that  many  of  eke  pnnapal  nobi- 
^)ity«  andfomewho  had  confiderable  oiHces  about  his  perfon, 

iip^ediately  entered  into  intrigues  for  driving  him  out  agun. 
>  Qutncy,  Hilioire  militaire,  p.  441.    Memoires  de  la  Torres^ 

Lambtrtii  &c. 
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intended.     About  half  an  hour  pad  Ave,  he  was  within 

two  mik&ofcape  Cahrettay,  when  he  difcoverec)  only  Ave 

fiil  making  out  of  the  bay,  and  a  gun  fired  at  them  from 

Buropa  Point  \  whereupon,  concluding  the  garrifon  wafe 

fafe,  h^  gave  chafe  to  the  (hips,  which  proved  to  be  the 

Magnanimeusof  74  gum,  the  Zilly  of  86)  the  Ardent  of 

66,  the  Jrrogant  of  60,  and  the  Marquis  of  56.    At  firft, 

they  made  for  XhtBarbary  (hore }  but  feeing  our   fleet 

gained  upon  them,  they  flood  for  the  Spaniflj  (hore :  at 

nine  o'clock  fit  Thmas  DiliiSf  on  board  her  majefty's 

Ihip  Rmeni;*,  together  with  the   Newcajile,  AnUltpe^  Ex* 

ptdititn,  and  a  Dutch  man  of  war,  got  within  half  gun- 

(hot  of  the  y/rrtfj'jn/,  and  after  a  very  little  refiftance,  fhe 

ftruck,  the  Newcajllii  boat  getting  firft  onboard  her. 

Before  one  o'clock,  the  Ardept^  and  the  Mar^tiis  wit|i 

two  Dutch  men  of  war,  and  the  Magnanimous,  with  the 

Li/fyy.nn  aftibre  a  little  to  the  we  ft  ward  of  Marbella» 

The  forraer,  which  the  baron  dc  Pointis  was  ofi  board  of, 

ran  afhoro  with  fo  much  force,  that  all  her  ma0s  came  by 

the  board  as  (bon  as  fhe  flruck  upon  the  ground,  and  only 

her  hull,  fiiom  the  tr^ffril  to  the  midfhips,  remained  above 

■  water,  which  the  enemy  fet  fire  to  in  the  ni^ht,  as  they 

ydid  to  the  LfHf  next  morning.     Aftfr  th^  enga^ment 

.  was  Over,  our  fquadron  got  farther  from  the  (Hore,  and 

.on  the  twelfthj  looked  into  Malaga  road,  where  her  ma* 

jefly's  fhips,  the  Swallow  and    Leopard^  chafed  a  French 

«.  merchant- ni^h  afhbre,  of  the  burthen  of  about  three  hun- 

j^dred  torts^  .which  the  enemy  huriit.,    The  reil  of  the  cne- 

^.iny*^  (hips,- hairing  been   blown,  from  their  anchors  foiye 

jdays  bcforid  fir  John'^  arrival,  took  fhelter  in  Malaga-hay  ; 

.  tfld  foon  after,  hwring  the  report  of  or*  guns,  tut  then-'ca- 
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bles,  and  made  the  bcft  of  their  #ay  to  Taulon^^     CJ^on: 

this,  marflul  dt.  Teffe^  finding  it  abfolutely  in  vain  (0  fpn«>i 

tinue  the  fiege,  fornned  a  blockade,  and  withdrew  tho  ^9ft' 

of  his  troopi.     M.  Pointii  was  well  rjecoived  at  tht  cour| 

oi  Francty  notwithftanding  his  misterlunfc,  neither  4id  thO: 

marfhali  ^«  f/^  meet  with  any' check  on  accoui^t  of  his. 

behaviour ;  and:  indeed  it  would  have  been  hard  if  he  had, 

fince  he  had  done  all  that  man  could  do,  there  having  been 

thrown  into  G'draltar^  by  the  fifteenth  of  Manh^  new| 

ftUe,  more  than  eight  thoufand  bombi,  and  upwards  of  fe-> 

venty   thoufand  .caonon*{bot  fired»  though  to  very  lit U^ 
purpofe  «. 

t»viWHtLE  theie great  things  were  doing  in  the  MtdU$r^ 
rantany  Ar  Georgt  Byng  was  fent  with  a  fmall  fquadron  oC 
crtiizers,  into  the  Soundings,  He  failed  in  the  latter  en^ 
oi  January y  with  a  large  and  rich  fleet  of  outward- bounc^ 
merchantihips.  As  foon  i^  he  had  feen  thcfe  fafe  into  th«  ^ 
fea,  he  difpofed  of  hi«  fquadron  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  he 
tlibUghtmoft  proper  for  fecu ring  our  own  trade,  and  from 
meeting  with  the  Fnnch  privateers.  Amongft  other  neW 
regulatioiis  which'tkad  been^  the  confequenoe  of  the  mer«  ^ 
chants  complaint,  one  wgs  the  fending  a  flag-oflioer  to 
havc^the  conjlant  dire^ion  of  the  cruizersj  which  ip  thii 
Cafe  appeared «  very  wi(e  provifion,  fince  fir  Gi9rg$Syr^^  ^ 

»i  I     <^r    I  ,  -         [■    .Mill  I  1^ ■*'■ 

\  Barchet,  Burner, XMdmixon  :  bat aH  theie  are  taken*  from 
the  accoimt  publiflied'in  the  Gazette-,  No.  41 1 6;  ^The 
obftinacy  of  thetwo*caorts,  in  obiiging-their  generals  to  con- 
tinue this  fiege,  when  they  were  thoroughly  fenfibleth^'it  wai^ 
to  no  purpi)fe,  p^6ved  the  rein  of  their  iSfanrr  in  Spaing  at  leaft ' 
for  that  campain  \  awdnfit-had  not  been'  i^  the  accident  of 
the  earl  of  GalwayVlofing his  arm  by  acanMon-ftiot,  whicH 
occafionedthe  raifing^the  fiege  of  Badi^r  king  Philip 'in  aH 
probability  had  been  driven  out  of  Spain.  Memoircs  de  |i 
J'orres/tom.iv.^.  rfo4^<iaincy,  IfC.  *  '   '^  -      ^    ■      *'  ^ 
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hf^A\(^i)Mti  of  his  fliipi,  was  (b  fbrtunatc  as  (o  ukt 
fmill  eke  enemy  a  num  df  war  of  fbrty  four  guna,  twelve 
^W^VHkt^  uti  fevet)  merchant-Chips^  moft  of  which  were 
lichly  laden  from^the  Witfi'Indm.    The  number  of  men 
Hkft^itairi'bttard  a^  (fadepriEet  wai  upwank  of  two  thou« 
ftftfdy  aM  of  gum  tftrofl  hundrod  thirty  four.    This  re- 
markable faticefs  malde  a  freat  noifeattfcat  time  j  it  was 
^Kflkied  by  portkyUr  direftioni  from  the  court,  and  haa 
teen  fiAce  lhoiigbiW9rtliy  of  being  inferred  iii  a  general  hif* 
Myx  *^  yot  ^^^  iititttL  word  faid  of  the  whole  affair 
By  V^i^  Tecretiry  SM'f^,  who  ntuftiiate  known  all  the 
particuh  rs  of  it  as  well,  or  better  than   any  mafi,  whicli 
render^  ftis  ORikluMi  the  more  extraordinary.    This  gave 
ttisiiz  blow  tbfhe  French  privateers*  that  they  fcarce  ven** 
^red  "into  the  channel  all  the  year  after,  but  chofe  rather 
to  &il  northward,  ih  hopes  of  Rieet'ing  with  fomc  of  oua 
ft/ip^  homeward-boUnd  from  the  BaliUi  d*  We 
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;Ws  are  now,  togiv«  in  gcoount  of  tbt  eiiplpiei  ihat 

were  pcrforiD«il  by  the  graod  Jleet,  which  was  ^OfMaiatiM 

hjr  the  famous  earl  of  Pettrbor^b  a«l  Mmmeu^  ttod  fir 

Clntdijliy  Shtpi^  »a  joint  admjffalf  s  and  the  €rft  Mats 

thay !  received,  were,  to  proccad  for  the  Aittiiummamt 

with  the  force  than  ready,  whkh  amounted  td.  tweafy 

jiine  (ail  of  line  of  battle  fhips,  befida  firigatei,  firf^hipa, 

"bomhi,  am)  othtfr  fnal)  craft  «.    On  tht  ajeycmfa  of  Jmi 

ihey  arrived  ui  the  rWflr  ol  LithPt  where  chay  Ibiwd  ftr 

Jthn  Luk0i  wtfhhif  r<|tiadroii,  in  great  itaiic  cf  fvoi^ft- 

fkomi  ujK)*  Hrhioh  the  admtral.ordeied  •tfaoia  io  be  fiippdied 

,out  pfithe  ftort!3  biV)Ught  fitom  SitghMt  and  that  £or  iour 

months  whole  allowanccL    On  the  liftesnth  of  ytimtm 

4K>uncil  qf  war  wai  held,  at  w|iidi  wereprcfent  the  two 

joint  adnn^ali;  fir  Stafford Tmi{homey  fir  John  Ltakt^  ftr 

fhoma$  DUhfr^iA  Jahn  JYarrhy  then  captain  to  'Gt'Cim* 

idf/Uy  Mpmtii    9i  t}»  D^t  admiral    jfihmkiub;  and" 

m^mMJ^^fiM4ri^  rear-admi  A  VandtrJi^ky  und  aear- 

«diiui!»l  J)0  y0tin  WheKeii)#  Aaa  determined  to  jpnt  to 

■Iba  wkh  torty  «jght  Aipfi  af^  the  Jiine,  Engiijh,  ahd  JD^uUh^ 

jand  difi;H>Cttheii|rHiiAv:hii  ihitioJD  hetaroen  cape  SfartwU 

anv4tho  bay  qfQAdiih  as  might  ilM§  jflreveiit  Ihe)tei8l9n 


'  > 


■-  s  BurdbfiL  Btfoyet^QJdmixon*  Sir  Clnudeflf y  Shnvfil  wan  the 

feaman  picked  out  by  the  uppofite  party  to  rival  fir  Geor|^ 
iKooHe,  iapd  Migh.i9^'eii?e^^i«Miyerflf  aiied  foii  jfCCtonMl  •!  Mto 
^beinig^M  the  HflfWifif  the  gfa«4iAAet"  Xbeie  wM^  liHawiic  ji 
^oa44ftal>0f fains  ityben  to  eqidpi:he  J»p9;  b«  jWa«vao,fom- 
jQtfid  ia^h:armaf«ar^j49i^t,bflfiiig^  waikt  nothlngummid} 
Jhur  by  hiijaEil«ty  kliia  ymlv  (jtiftAfy  .tbeiriieBia«a»ftf«r^/iM|i 
tbtfila^.ib/^  ,r..j:cJfW«:hA¥fr:^i,dtr0c  IfiCWIg  •fjthi^iin 
..     V-  the 
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^i^Cfi^-m  twenty  fecond  of  7«»/,  fir  CItfkdeJIigy  SJ^wth 
"wMi  the  Jiet,  ftif«d  ^  fo»  I/ir^^n  $  from  thence  he  failed  Cd 
JihMi^hffiZ'nds  theb^  Idok  in  hn  catholick  majefty,  who 
jpieiftd^htf  eifl  ohf^eUrhrough  io  make  an  imifnediate  at^ 
tempt  o4:  the  city  of  Barethna;  anJ  the  province  of  C9/«- 
jkuMr^iwhei'ehe  wttt^afliiredthe  people  were  welt  afFe6le<) 
tc^lUmi^  ^Thii  being  agfeody  ihefteef  failed  iliGcordingly  to 
B^akfiiimnd  Mtliki^^  ihetwelfih  of  y/ii^ff/?;     After  the 
■Oobps  weretilebarl^Wf ,  c  tlitrc^ were  maAy  difputes,  whether 
theiieg^AouMvorfhctuIdnot'y  be  un<iertaktnibut  at  li^ 
itfie^ffimialive  calrrfed:iij}  ^d  ^hen  a  p^to^at  was  madd^ 
«hat  tbe  flede  flioulcThiiM' ttvo^  ihbufsind  iive  JiandMd  mei», 
:c3cckiriv&of  themiiriir^^jaiiU  that  the /)«/M  fbould  land 
ifiK  hundred  of  their-n^i^.i  ]  which  was  agreed  to ;  on  con- 
iditiony/howeveir,  that  on>  the  firft  certain  intelligence  of 
iijiit^rjaehi  fleet's  being  at  fea,  both  ieamen  and  marines 
fi)oiil4^6iiibark  Jigain  immediately.   It  wag  nekt  deliberated 
In  a  dorniQiI  of  war,  v^^ther  the  admiral's  UtA^'u^lbm^  hi 
fe|p^d  toithe  duke  of  ^ertitt^i  fiiould  becoou*^  'with  or 
jkM^  ^^hditWfu  t^fohtd,  ^batias  the  Winter  i^afdn'tviM  ac>- 
vinc^bgj.^'^vas  tOD.lale^or^ftie  fleet  to  proeee^lfoV  the  doaft 

Skiaed  to  tttx^mtoiy^htd  the  fifft  ilkiVI^ftid'^i'fter  the 

: —  .  .- ^^- ^  On 


Klilttl 


l^^l^ 


'iMJbJ^mtiimiim 


'xUfTiW  hvr.i'fi  ^  ,  __^__  „ 

l&eit«rli«^^i«4>0rba^llV  eioMSiia  in  Sbai>,  'Vn^ki'  thy^AtiG^r 

•  «tt»/%«Aifra^^  a^jceip^itifiJtti  tefoluciM^  ttflfi^^  iri^4liftt  veiv 
i  l|lil«tt];gni(Jjo :  I  lt<  n  ^^clear  from  the  origllMlli^JMrft  Whii^h 
^  lunw  iwbil^l^tM^  to  liM^iiiitb  <lti< '  < JFi<fi'>  fhit^tW  admiral 
'lEaian&*  mm-^  hifab^ttin^bitore fiarc6lona,.^:tiMi^rtdii€- 

mUi  ins 
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On  the  third  of  Septembtr,^  the  prince  of  H^t  having, 
f&rmed  a  (cheme  fof  attacking  fort  Mounijuic^  it  was  put 
in  execution.;  and  though,  it  coft  his  i^ighnefs  his  life,  ytt, 
^l)rough  the  extraordinary  brayeryof  the  earl  of  P<//r^- 
rfugb  who  renewed  the  attack, .  it  w?s  taken.    This  giving, 
a  happy  profped  of  the  redu£lion  of  the  place,  the  gunner* 
and  carpenters  ^denrianded  by  my  lord  Ptttrborough,  were 
ordered  by  fir  CUudiJIty  Shovel  tp  be  in  conftant  rcadtnefa 
to  land.     After  this  fuccefs,  the  fiege  wvis  puflied  with 
great  vigour}  the  trenches  were  opened  the  ninth,  and 
batteries  raifed  for  fifty  guns  and  twenty  mortars,    .His  ca- 
tholick  majefty  having  at  length  confented  to  it,  our^bomh*. 
ycflels  threw  four  hundred  and  twelve  ihells  into  the  town  ; 
and  eight  KngUJh  and  Dutch  (hips,  under  the  command  of 
fir  Stafford  Fairione^  being  appointed  to  cannonade  it  froa^ 
the  (ea,  while  the  cannon  from  the  batteries  and  fort  con- 

^  tinued  to  do  the  like  a  (here,  the  viceroy,  defired  to  capitulate 
the  twenty  third,  and  the  capitulation  being  (igned  the 
twenty  eighth,  the  gate  and  baft  ion  of  St.  Angela  was  de- 
livered up  the  fame  day,  and  the  whole  city  in  a  few  days 

*  after.    The  furrender  of  this  capital  oi  Catalonia  fo  ftreng. 

thened 


t^ 


ing  of  that  city,  did  all  that  was  in  his  power  for  the  fcrvice  of 
king  Charles  ;  and  it  likewife  appears  from  the  letters  of  the 
prince  of  HefTe  to  him,  that  he  was  the  perfon  principally  de- 

S ended  upon  by  his  catholick  niajefly,  and  to  whom  he  con* 
antly  applied  when  diflrcffed  by  his  wants,  or  vexed  by  the 
carl  of  Peterborough's  humours.  It's  no  lefs  clear  from  the 
fame  letters  that  the  earl  of  Peterborough  applied  to  him  in 
like  manner  in  all  his  difficulties^  and  was  conflantly  aflifted 
and  relieved  ;  fo  that  one  may  fafely  aflert,  that  fir  Cloudefley 
Shovel  was  the  foul  of  this  expedition,  and  that  without  him 
nothing  was,  nor  indeed  could  be,  done. 
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tBttitd  kiag  (^harifi'i  pirty^  that  the  whole  tfflrtclpaliiy 

Jbfis  6ti\y  excepted,  lubmitted  fbon  after  h.  ^ 

AlI  the  worW  knows,  tliat  the  reduaion  of  Barcehrm 

\m  been  coiiiidered  afr  one  of  the  moft  ejttraoi-dlhary  events 

tllat  &}t  out  in  thi#,  or,  perhaps,  in  any  Modern  war } 

and  though  we  have  alrtady  n^any  accotints  tif  tt,  whteh 

feem  to  attribtite  it^  ibme  to  one  thin^,(bnie^  another  t 

y^  I  will  be  bold  to  fky,  that  nothing  hot  thrafllftance* 

given  by  our  fleet  tould  poflibly  have  redut^d  St.    When 

there  wanted  men  to  carry  on  the  works,  thefe  were  fparcd 

from  the  fleet  j  fo  were  carpenters  and  engineers.    While 

Our  army  was  before  the  place,  captain  Liads  was  fent  to 

reduce  Dvnia,  and  captain  Cavendijh  to  take  Ttrragma^^ . 

both  which  they  cffe£ted.     When  artillery  was  wanted,  it 

#ai  landed  from  the  fleet,   and  when  dhimunition  was 

wanted  for  this  artillery,   all  the  twenty  four  and  eighteen 

pound  (hot  were  landed  for  the  fupply  ,of  the  batteries, 

except  as  much  as  would   fupply  thirty  rounds ;    and 

when  the  city  was  taken,  and  a  garrifon  eflabli(hed  there 

by  king  Chnrles  the  third,  the  fleet  landed  eighteen  hundred 

l^rrels  of  gun- powder,  eight  brafs  cannon,  and  all  the  three 

pound  (hot  they  had.    On  the  fifft  of  OSiober  it  wais  re- 

folved  in  a  council  of  war,  that  fir  Cloudejlty  Shovtl  fhould 

proceed  for  England  with  the  beft  part  of  the  fleet ;  that 

fir  John  Leahy  with  a  ilrong  fquadron,  fliould  be  left  in 

the  Miditerraman  ;  that  fix  (hips  (hould  be  VXt  to  amnd 

^he  earl  of  Peterborough,  two  more*  remain  at  Gibraltar^ 

and  a  third  and  fourth  rate  be  employed  at  the  requeft  of 

))is  Pdrtugueze  majefty  in  cruizing  for  the  homeward-bound 
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hBurchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  complete  hiftory  of  Eun>pe, 
for  1705,  Life  of  queen  Anne. 
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BraxJi  (kel^  In  purfuance  of  thde  refolutions^  fir  ^Sibs** 
iiefley,  with  nineteen  (hips  of  the  line,  and  part  ^  ttm 
Dutch  FtfitfjpskSkd  the  Strershts  on  the  (ixteenth  of  0^5^, 
find  arrived  hafipily  at  Sptihsad  on  th^  twenty  fixth  of  J^ 


I  In  order  to  convince  Ue  reader  of  th^  truiH  of  whiU  hat' 
befen  aflerted,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  lay  before  him  part  «f  * 
letter  written  by  fir  Cloudefley  to  his  royal  highneii^  tbe  load 
hi^h  admiral,  dated  o6lober  12,  1705.  containing  an  account 
of  whatpaftin  thelaftdaysoftlmficge.  * 

**  The  17th,  our  batter/  of  tlnrty  guns  was  opened,  ixA 
fourteen  of  them  began  to  play,  with  very  great  execMti^n^ 
upon  that  part  of  the  wall  where  the  breach  was  defigned  ; 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  came  aboard,  and  reprefbhted  tA 
us  the  great  neceiTity  he  laboured  under  for  want  of  md^ 
**  ney  for  fubAiting  the  army,  and  carrying  on  the  Hege  of 
"  Barcelona,  and  tne  fervices  in  Catalonia,  and  in  very  pref- 
fin^  circumflance^,  de/ired  the  ailiflance  Qf  the  fleet ;  upon 
which  our  flag  officers  came  to  the  enclofed  refctlatlon# 
to  lend  the  earl  of  Peterbdrough  forty  thoufand  dollarf  out 
of  the  contingent  and  fhort  allowance  money  of  the  fleet. 
The  I  gth,  we  came  to  thefe  refolutions,  viz.  To  remain 
longer  before  Barcelona  than  was  agreed  on  at  flfll;  to  give 
'*  all  the  afliftance  in  our  power,  andtolayafire-fliipa(hore,with 
two  hundred  barrels  of  powder ;  and  a  further  demand beinz 
made  for  guns  for  the  batteries,  we  landed  fourteett  more, 
••  which  made  up  in  all  72  guns,  whereof  50  were  twenty- 
•*  four  pounders  that  we  landed  here,  with  their  utenfils  and 
•*  ammunition.  We  continue  to  bombard  the  town  from  the 
**  fea,  as  our  fmall  ftore  of  fliells,  and  the  weather  will  per-' 
•*  mit.  The  ,20th,  a  demand  was  made  for  more  {hot*  ftnd 
**  we  called  together  the  Englifh  flag-officers,  and  came  to  %■ 
•*  refolution  to  fupply  ail  the  batteries,  with  all  the  tw«ity~ 
"  four  and  twenty- eight  pound  (hot,  except  a  very  fmali 
quantity,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
**  The  22d,  the  prince  of  Lichenftein,  and  the  earl  of  Feter- 
borough  having  deflred,  at  the  recpjeft  "^f  his  catholic  majefl/^ 
**  that  the  townof  Lerida  might,  for  its  fecurity,  be  farniihe^ 
*  with  about  fifty  barrels  of  powdei*  j  and  a  further  fupply  oiT 
J*  Ihot  b»ing  demanded  for  the  batteries  tfhore,  it  w^  confi- 

J  ...  ..    ..         **  deifd 


«< 


<( 


«• 


M 


«( 


•  « 


«t 


i* 


«( 


4* 


«« 


«. 


J        '{ 


i    i 


»  , 


.   ^  !.' 


t  ',     . 


\^\ 


/432       NAVAL    HlSrORT 

vtmhsr  following)  after  as  glorious  a  (ea-campaign,  as  cither 
\mU  felveaor  our  allies  could  expe£l  ^» 

,  iT.iiibut  juft,  in  fucha  hiftory  as  this,  to  mention  our 
.  lod^  as  well  as  our  fuccef&s :  among  the(e  I  was  in  fome 
^doulity.  whether  I  ought  to  reckon  the  taking  a  great  part 
of  our  homeward-  bound  Baltick  fleet,  with  their  convoy^ 
Contillinjg  of  three  men  of  war,  by  the  Dnnkirk  fquadron, 
of  which  we  have  a  large  account  in  the  Freuch  hiftorians^ 
I  fay,  r  was  in  fome  doubt  ^bout  this,  as  fifiding  no  notice 
taken  of  it,  either  by  tnr.  Burchet  or  our  Gazettes;  but, 
as  I  am  fatisfied  that  the  Dutch  writers  would  not  be  par- 
tial to  our  enemies  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  find  myfelf  obliged  to] 
Relate  the  fa£l:  as  it  is  fiated  by  them.     The  count  de  Si*. 
Pauh  after  the  death  of  the  famous  John  du  Bart   was 
looked  upon  as  the  beft  feaman  in  Francis  and  therefore 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Dunkirk'  fquadron, 
.    in  the  ro»:m  of  monf.  de  Polntis.    We  had  a  fquadron  un- 
.  dcr  the  command  of  fir  Thomas  Diikes,  to  watch  that  port, 
and  another  in  the  Soundings  ;  yet  mr.  de  St.  Paul  found 
means  to  get  out  with  his  fquadron,  confiding  of  five  men 
of  war  and  five  privateers,  and  were  joined  at  fea  by  feveral 
Other  privateers;  on  the  twentieth  ofO^Jober,  O.  S.  they  fell 
in  with  our  Baltick  fleet,  and  having  directed  mr.  du  Barty 

with 

<*  dered  ^c  a  council  of  war,  and  we  came  to  the  enclofcd  re-^ 
«  folations,  viz.  To  furnifh  fifty  barrels  of  powder  for  Lerida, 
«  and  to  fend  fo  many  more  twenty  four  and  eighteen  pound 
**  ihot  afhore,  as  would  reduce  the  Englifh  to  thirty  rounds, 
«*  as  likewife  to  be  farther  alSftant  upon  timely  notice. 

«  The  23d  at  night,  our  breach  being  made,  and  all 
«*  things  prepared  for  an  artack,  the  town  was  again  fum- 
«  moned,  and  they  defircd  to  capitulate,  and  hoftages  were 
*<  exchanged ;  on  our  fide,  brigadier  Stanhope,  and  on  th9 
•<  enemies,  the  marquis  de  Rivera ;  and  all  hoftilities  ceafed",. 
-  k  Burchet,  Burnet,  Oldmixon,  &c. 
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\t\^  one  of  the  men  of  war  and  the  privateers,  to  fecure  as 
hiany  of  the  Englijh  (hips  as  poffible,  mr.  ie  St,  Paul,  with 
the  other  three  men  of  war,  attacked  the  convoy,  which^ 
made  a  very  gallant  defence,  but  was  at  laft  forced  to 
yidd,  and  the  count  d'  Hit efs,  who  commanded  after  the 
death  of  mr.  Je  St.  Paul  (who  was  (hot  in  the  midft  of 
thea£iion  with  a  mufquet  ball)  carried  cur  three  men  of 
War,  and  twelve  merchant-(hips,  into  Dunkirk.  I  am 
extreamly  furprized  not  to  find  the  leaft  notice  of  this  in 
any  of  the  memoir-writers ;  but  before  I  part  with  this 
fa£l,  I  niuft  remtark  a  very  extraordinary  faying  of  Lewir 
)CIV.  when  the  news  was  brought  him  at  Veffailles,  The 
perfon  who  told  it,  thought  the  king  receix/ed  him  very 
toldly,  and  repeated  it  therefore  pretty  loud,  that  there 
were  three  Engtjjh  men  of  war,  and  twelve  merchant-men, 
carried  into  Dunkirk.  Very  welly  returned  the  king,  with 
a  figh ;  /  wijh  they  were  all  fafe  in  any  Englifh  port,  if 
that  would  rejiore  me  mr.  de  St.  Paul.  This  was  certainly 
a  very  noble  and  generous  fpeech,  and  it  was  by  fuch  tef- 
timonies  of  rfefpeSas  thefe,  that  in  .the  midft  of  his  mis- 
fortunes the  /V(f»rA  king  always  maintained  a  fucccflion  of 
brave  officers,  ever  ready  to  expofe  their  lives  in  his  fer- 
vice  >.  , 
Vol.    Hi  £  e  At 
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1  Thij  I  take  from  a  private  letter  from  Paris,  publiftied  in 
the  Mercure  hiftoriquc,  1 705,  and  it  is  confirmed  likewife  by 
father  Daniel,  and  other  hiftorians.  Her  majefty  queen  Anne 
ihewed  no  lefs  regard  to  merit  on  a  recommendation  from  his 
catholic  majefty.  Captain  John  JMorris  (whom  I  take  to  have 
been  the  late  v/orthy  fir  John  Norris,)  having  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  ah  extraordinary  manner  in  tiie  attack  of  fort  Moni:- 
juic,  king  Charles  III  was  pleafed  to  write  a  letter  in  his  fa. 
\*our  to  the  queen,  who  knighted  him,  and  made  him  a  pre* 
lent  of  a  thoufand  guineas. 
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At  home  wc  had  this  year  a  fignal  inftance  of  naval 
difcipline,  which  therefore  deferves  a  place  in  this  work. 
One  captain  Crofs^  who  commanded^  the  EltTuibith,  gave 
her  up  to  the  French  in  the  channel,  after  a  very  flight 
defence.  He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  on  board  the 
Triumph,  on  the  twenty  fifth  of  Augufl^  fir  George  Byng 
being  prefident,  and  having  twelve  captaina  to  aifift  him. 
It  appeared  there,  that  he  (hewed  the  utmoft  figns  of  fear, 
which  intimidated  the  men,  and  that  if  he  had  behaved  as 
he  ought  to  have  done,  the  enemy  might  have  been  re- 
pulfed,  and  the  (hip  faved.  He  offered  feveral  things  in 
his  defence,  fuch  as  that,  his  furgeon  was  fick,  and  many 
of  the  men  were  drunk,  and  would  not  do  their  duty  ; 
but,  upon  a  full  hearing,  he  was  declared  guilty  of  neglect 
of  duty,  and  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  him  was,  that 
•he  (hould  be  cafhiered,  rendered  incapable  to  ferve  her 
majefty  in  any  capacity,  forfeit  all  the  arrears  due  to  him, 
and  remain  a  prifoner  for  life  ">.       ^    ' 

Our  trade  efcaped,  generally  fpeak;ing,  setter  this 
year,  than  it  had  done  formerly  ;  for  in  the  month  of  AV 
vember  there  arrived  ten  Eafl- India  (hips,  that  had  for 
fome  time  put  into  Ireland :  a  few  days  after  there  came 
thirty  tf^'eji-lndia  men  into  the  Downs,  and  the  very 
fame  day  nineteen  vefTels  from  Barbadoes,  which  were 
given  over  for  loft.  Yet  all  this  could  not  quiet  the  mer- 
chants ;  they  ft  ill  exclaimed  grievouHy  againft  the  lord 
.  high 


9 

^  m  The  evidence  againil  this  man  was  very  full  and  clear, 
ahd  a  refolution  having  been  taken  to  preferve  for  the  future 
very  ftrid  difcipline  in  the  navy,  it  was  refolved  to  make  fuch 
an  example  or  him  as  he  dcferved  ;  and  this  it  was  that  in- 
duced the  queen  to  fuffer  this  fentence  to  be  put  in  execution 
without  any  mitigation,  except  as  to  his  imprifonment. 
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high  admirart  couactl,  and  things  rofc  to  fuch  a  heighth, 
th4(  I  find  in  <b(ne  of  ths  putch  papers  of  that  tin>e,  it 
wa3  eKpe£led  the  queen  .  would  have  reftored  the  earl  of 
Pembroke^  and  that  his  royal  highnefs  wc  ild  be  created 
lord  high  condable  of  England :  but  by  degrees  this  affair 
blew  over,  for  the  prince's  council  were  cxtrcamly  wife  in 
o«e  particular ;  they  conllantly  printed  large  vindications 
of  their  condu^,  and  accounted  (o  plaufibly  for  every 
thing  that  was  charged  upon  them^  that  it  was  a  very  few 
only,  and  thofe  too  Well  verfed  in  maritime  affairs,  who 
Were  able  to  diflinguQi  where  they  were  right,  or  where 
they  were  wrong }  fo  that  they  never  wanted  a  Arong 
party  for  them  amongfl  the  people  ;  and  even  at  this  day 
it  is  a  thing  very  difficult,  if  not  altogether  impracticable 
to  diflinpuifn  between  the  complaints  that  were  excited 
by  a  rpirit  of  party,  and  thofe  that  were  really  grounded 
in  their  mifcarriages  or  nogleds  ". 

In  this  year  our  fucccfi'es  had  been  fo  great  both  by  Tea 
and  land,  and  there  appeared  fo  fair  a  proipefl  of  hum- 
bling the  houfeof  Bourbon  in  Flanders^  and  of  driving  then^ 
out  of  i^patHf  that  when  her  majeily  thought  fit  to  recom-. 

£  e  2  mend 
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n  Bifhop  Burnet  gives  a  very  different  account  of  our  affairs 
at  fea  in  this  ycrr,  from  thofe  tb<at  I  hav.e  already  cited  from 
him,  and  therefore  it  is  but  juft  that  1  (hould  giv^  jtjlie  readejr, 
this.     '*  Our  affairs  at  fea  were  more  profpexpuo  this*  year^ 
**  than  they  had  been  fortrterly.  In  the  beginning  of  this  feafoii/ 
•*  our  €?,uizers  took  fo  niany  of  th;;  Freacb  privji,te<5rs,  that  w.tl 
"  had  fome  thoufands  of  their,  feamen  in  our  hands.     We 
**^  kept  fuch  a  fquadron  before  Bicil,  that  the  French  fleet  did 
"  not  think  fit  to  venture  out,  and  their  Toulon  fquadjon  had 
•*  had  fuffered  fo  much  in   the  actions  of  the  former  years, 
**  that  they  either  could  not*  or  would  not  ycnture  out :  by 
•♦  this  means,  our  navigation   was  fafe,  and  our  trade  wa? : 
•*  profperous." 


0 


I'M. 


'    ■■*.,. 


•    t 


■436     NAVA  L    H  I  ^TO  RY 

mend   the  Spanijh  war  in  a  particular  manner  to  parliil- 
ment,  the  houfe  of  commons  immedi?tely  voted  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty    thoufand  pounds,  for   the  profecution  of 
thofe  fucceHes  ;  and  for  the  whole  fervice  of  Spairiy  during 
the  fucceeding  year,  they  gave  no  lefs  than  feven  hundred 
twenty  fix  thoufand   feven  hundred  and  forty  pounds  j  af- 
terwards they  voted  for  the  fupply  of  the  fea  fervice,  for 
the  year    1706,  forty  thoufand  men,  including  the   ma- 
rines; they  then  voted  one  hundred  and  twenty   thoufand 
pounds,  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy;  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
to  the  office  of  Ordnance,  for  che  works  at  Port/mouth,  and 
eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  ninety  eight  pounds  feven- 
teen  (hillings,  one  farthing,  for  ordnance  ftores   and  car- 
riages for  the  eight  new  (hips  built  to  fup[fly  the   lofs  of 
fuch  as  peri(hed  in  the  great  ftorm  °. 

Aftir  fo generous  a  fupply,  the  irini(try  had  nothing 
Ito  confider,  but  how  to  employ  it  in  fuch  a  manner,    as 
that  thofe,  upon  whom  it  was  raifed,  might  be   fatiafied 
that  it  was  laid  out  for  their  fervice ;  and  this  produced  a 
refolution  of  equipping  a  numerous  fleet,  as  early  as  it  was 
poilible :  but  it  being  found  by  experience,  that   it  was 
(imply  impra^icable  to  man  the  navy,  as  the  laws  then 
dood,  both  houfes,  to  (hew  their  earneft  defire  to  put  ma- 
ritime affairs  into  the  beft  condition  poffible,  came   to 
certain  refolutions,  upon  which  a  bill  was  brought  in, .that 
perfedly  anfwered  its  purpofe  for  that  time,  and  enabled, 
fir  Clmdtfity  Shovel  to  man  very  fuljy  and  in  good  time  the  -■ 
large  fleet   that  was  intended  for  the  Mtditerraman  kx- 

vice. 


o  See  the  votes  of  the  honfe  of  commom  for   the  year 
1705. 
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vice  p.  This,  with  the  fettling  the  terms  of  the  union, 
were  the  matters  which  principally  took  up  the  attention 
of  this  feffion  of  parliament.  While  the  houfc  was  yet  fct-^ 
ting,  fir  Edward  IVhitaker  had  orders  to  alTcrnble  a  fqua- 
dron  to  convoy  the  duke  of  \Marlborough  to  Holland, 
which  he  did  in  the  beginning  oi  the  month  of  ///ir/7,  and 
having  feen  the  yachts  fafe  into  the  Maize,  returned  by 
the  middle  of  the  month  <).  Be  f o r  p: 


p  The  houfe  came  to  thcfc  rcfolutions  on  Thurfday  the  i4tli 
of  March,  1705-6,  and  it  is  ncceflary,  that  the  reader  fhouM 
be  made  acquainted  with  them.  In  few  words,  then  ihcy 
were,  i.  That  in  order  to  man  the  navy  lor  this  year,  the 
juftices  of  peace,  and  other  civil  magilliates,  be  impowercd 
and  direAed  to  make  fearch  after  feamen  that  lay  concealed.  • 
2.  That  the  faid  juftices  and  civil  magiltrates  cuufc  fuch  fea- 
men, when  found,  to  be  delivered  to  inch  perfons,  as  fhould  be 
appointed  to  receive  them.  3.  Thit  a  penalty  ihuuld  be  laid 
lipon  fUch  perfons  as  fliould  prefume  to  conceal  feairen.  4.That 
a  reward  be  given  to  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  dil'cover,  and  take 
up  fuch  hiddgn  feamen.  5.  That  condudl-money  be  allowed. 
6.  *  hat  feamen  being  turned  over  from  one  ihip  to  another, 
fhould  receive  the  wages  due  on  the  former  fliip.  7.  That 
able-bodied  land-men  be  raifed  fpr  the  fea  fcrvice.  To  bring 
thefe  refolu^ion*  to  efFeft,  they  ordered,  that  the  committee  to 
whom  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  and  encreafe  of  feamen, 
&c.  was  committed,  fhould  have  power  to  receive  a  claufe  or 
c|auf<^s  purfuant  thereunto,  and  to  receive  a  claufe  for  dif-^ 
charging  fuch  feamen,  and  other  infolvent  prifoncrs  as  were  in' 
prifon  for  debt,  and  delivering  them  into  her  majefty's  fervicc 
on  board  the  fleet.  Which  being  pafl'cd  into  an  a£l,  received 
the  royal  affent  on  the  nineteenth.  The  fame  day  the  lords 
addrefied  her  majefty  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  praying  her  to  take 
it  into  her  royal  care,  and  employ  proper  perfoiis  to  confider  of 
efFeftual  means  to  reflore  the  diicipliiie  pf  the  navy,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  the  parliament  tne  beginning  of  the  next 
feffion.  Purfuant  to  which  her  majefty  h  ft-w  days  after,  caufed 
a  long  proclamation  to  be  publifhed  for  the  better  putting  in 
e3?ecutipn  the  aft  o^  parliament  above  mentioned .  q  ^ur- 

chet,  bldmixon,  compleat  hiiilory  of  Europe  for  the  year  1 706 , 
life  of  queen  Anne,  &c.  2 
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Before  we  mention  the  proceedings  of  the  grand 
fleet,  it  will  be  JiecefTary  to  give  an  account  of  the  exploits 
performed  by  fir  John  Leake,  whom  we  lately  left  ftecring 
his  courfc  for  the  river  of  Lisbon.     In  that  pafTage  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  meet  with  worfe   weather,  and  morp 
contrary  winds,  than  was  ufual  in  thofe  feas,  or  in  that 
feafon  r.     This  unforefeen   accident,  reduced   the  Englijh 
fquadron  to  fome  ftreights  for  provifions  j  and  the  Dutch^^ 
who  are  much  heavier  failors,  to  far  greater.     However, 
when  they  were  ofF  cape  St.  Vincent^  they  met  the  Pem- 
brvke^  Roebuck^  and   Falcon^  which  efcortcd  a  fmall  fleet 
of  viduallers,  that  could  not  have  arrived  more  oppor- 
tunely, or  have  been   confequently  more  welcome.     Oit 
his  coming  to  Lisbon^  fir  yohn  Leah  had  fomc  propofals 
made  him  by  the  Portugueze  miniidry  which  were  thought 
altogether  impra«Slicable  in  the  then  fituation  of  things,  ancf 
therefjrc  fir  John  waved  complying  with  them.     In  thej 
bcginning«of  the  month  of  February^  came  letters  fronr* 
the  Admiralty ,  with   advice  of  the  mighty   preparation!, 
that  were  making  in  the  French  ports,  and  the  refolution 
th^t  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  to  fend  away  their* 
galleons  diredlly  from  Cadiz,  under  a  French  convoy,  for 
the  Weft-Indit%  j  which  fir  John  was  diret^cd  to  confider^  , 
and,  ifpoffible,  to  prevent;  of  which  mighty  hopes  were  , 
conceived  in  England^  when  thefe  news  were  made  pub^ 
lie  J  fir  Jahn  being  held  as  able    and  withal  as  fortunate 
an  admiral,  as  any  in  the  fervice,  and  indeed  deferved  to 
be  fo  reputed ».  .        ,  -         Upoif 
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t  See  dodlor  Friend's  account  of  the  earl  of  Peterborough's 
condutl,  and  the  impartial  enquiry  into  the  managements  of 
the  war  in  Spain ;  as  alfq  Burchet,  &c,  «  This  fcheme 
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Upon  this  intelligence,  he  called  a  council  of  war  on 
the  fixteenth  of  February,  in  which  it  was  refulvec],  to 
proceed  dire£Uy  with  the  (hips  then  ready,  which  were 
nine  third  rates,  one  fourth,  two  frigates,  two  fire-(hips, 
and  one  bomb-vcflel,  Etiglijh  ',  fix  (hips  of  the  line,  one 
frigate,  two  fire  (hips,  and  a  bomb  vclTcl,  Dutch  \  and 
with  thefe,  in  cafe  the  galleons  were  in  the  harbour  of  Ca- 
<//z,  to  enter  it  dire£lly,  if  wind  and  weather  would  per- 
mit, and  either  take  or  defiroy  them.  On  the  nineteenth 
another  council  of  war  was  held,  before  which  was  laid  a 
memorial  of  the  Portugueze  miniftry,  dircded  to  mr.  Me- 
thuen,  in  relation  to  the  homeward-bound  Brazil  fleet ; 
and  (IriiSl  in(lru(Slions  from  the  lord  high  admiral,  for  fuc- 
couring  his  catholick  majefiy  without  delay.  Upon  ma- 
ture deliberation,  they  remained  fixed  to  their  former  re- 
folves,  with  theiie  additions  only,  that  as  foon  as  they  had 
executed  their  intended  defign  on  the  galleons,  they 
would  make  fuch  a  detachment  as  the  Portvgueze  de- 
fired  j  and  that  whenever  they  were  joined  wiih  the 
(hips  and  tr^nfports.from  England  at  Gibraltar ^  whi- 
ther they  intended  to  repair,  they  would  inilantly  (!eer 
,  E  e  4  their 

■  III  ii^ii        f^^mmmmm^mimmmmmmmmm^mmi^mm^>^^m^*fr^^. 

offending  fo  great  a  fleet  into  the  Weft-Indies,  was  of  the  laft 
importanc*  to  the  houfe  of  Bovtfbon ;  iincet  without  a  fupply 
of  money,  the  war  cq.u14  iiot  be  carried  on  in  jBurope  j  as,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  was  little  hopes  of  preferving  the  Weft- 
Indies  in  a  due  dependance  upon  Spain,  without  fomifliing 
them  from  time  to  time  with  proper  fup plies.  If,  theretfore, 
we  could  have  taken  the  galleons  at  this  time,  it  is  moft  evi- 
dent, that  we  muft  have  difappointed  both  their  defigns^ 
which,  as  things  then  flood,  would  in  all  pTobablUty  hav; 
obliged  king  Philip  to  retire  into  France,  at  leaft  for  the  pre- 
fent,  and  perhaps  have  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  return  to 
Spain.       *''^*--   "  '  '     'y 
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their  courfc  for  the  coaft  of  Catalonia.  When  theft  re- 
folutions  were  formed,  and  the  day  fixed  for  the  departure 
of  our  fleet,  fir  John  Z^^iJ*  acquainted  mr.  Methutn^  then 
cur  ambafTador  at  the  court  of  Portugal^  that  it  would  be 
necjflary  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  (hips  and  vefTcIs,  that 
the  enemy  might  have  no  intelligence  of  our  defign  .:  and 

-  upon  mr.  Methuen\  application,  fuch  an  order  was  grant- 
ed. But  as  there  is  nothing  weaker,  or  at  l^aft  nothing 
more  fubjedt  to  difappointment,  than  human  policy,  fo 
this  point  chat  was  thought  io  necefiary  to  our  fecurity^ 
proved,  by  an  accident  altogether  unaccountable,  the  ruin 
of  our  defign.  Sir  y^^n  Z./tfi(^  failed  with  the  fleet  under 
his  command  on  the  twenty  fourth  of  February,  bur, 
when  he  arrived  before  fort  St.  Julian^  the  duke  de  Ca^ 
daval,  who  commanded  there,  difcharged  firft  feveral  dn' 
gle  guns,  and  then  fired  the  cannon  of  a  whole  baftion  up* . 
on  him.  This  furprized  the  admiral  very  much,  who 
fending  to  know  the  reafon  of  it,  the  duke  pretended  that 
it  was  done  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  embargo, 'as  if  the 
court  of /'<9r/«f/7/ could  pofiibly  intend  to  detain  the  fleet 
of  the  allies  in  their  harbour.  This  difpute  hindered  fir 
yohn\  failing,  fomewhat  more  than  twenty-four  hours, 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  Portugueftt  who  doubted  whe- 
ther the  embargo  did  not  extend  to  the  fleet  of  the  allies, 
fufFered  five  merchants-fliipt,  two  of  which  were  Dams^ 

•and  were  fuppofed  to  have  given  notice  of  the  defign,  to 
go  out  of  the  port  the  next  day  after  the  epibargo  was 
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t   t  It  was  very  juftly  f»|fpefted,  that  there  was  more  of  (reache- 
r^  than  of  miftake;  in  this  odd  affair  ;  and  indeed,  whoever 
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'  On  the  twenty  feventK  Sir  y^^w  X/^l>,  fca^lied  cape 
St.  Fmctnt^  where  he  met  with  an  cafterly  wind  which 
decayed  fo  about  noon,  that  it  became  perfe£Vly  calm. 
Next  morning,  however,  he  lay  fair  for  the  galleons,  if 
they  had  come  out  before  the  wind  would  fufirr  him  to 
reach  Cadiz.  But  that  night  he  received  advice,  that 
the  galleons  had  failed  with  a  very  hard  gale  at  eaft,  on 
the  tenth  of  Mareh^  N.  S.  the  twenty  feventh  of  Fthruary 
according  to  ours;  fo  that  it  is  plain  that  if  he  had  failed 
on  the  twenty  fourth  he  muft  have  met  them.  He  wai 
likewife  informed,  that  they  confined  of  thirty  fix  fail, 
that  is  to  fay  tv(^enty  four  galleons,  and  ten  or  twelve 
French  privateers;  from  forty  to  fifty  fix  guns,  which  were 
ordered  to  fee  them  fafe  into  the  lea.  Sir  John  (leered 
after  them,  though  with  little  hopes  of  coming  up,  unlefs 
the  eaft  wind  had  left  them  when  they  were  at  the  height 
of  cape  ^t.  Vincent.  Next  morning  he  faw  two  fail  a- 
head,  to  which  the  fleet  gave  chafe.  About  fix  the 
Dutch  vice-admiral  Wafjenaer  took  one  of  them,  and  foon 
after  the  other  was  taken  by  the  Northumberland  \  xhty 
proved  to  be  Spanijh  (hips  bound  for  the  Canaries  i  and  as 
they  failed  from  Cadiz  the  day  after  the  galleons^  it  was 
thought  npedlefs  to  continue  the  ,chace  longer »».    '  ♦V^'^svl.. 

We 

confuits  the  hiilory  of  the  war  in  Spain,  as  written  under  the 
direflion  of  lord  Galway,  will  find  fufficient  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  French  had  always  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  who  made  it  their  bufmefs  to  thwart  vigorous  mea- 
fur^s,  and  to  give  all  the  checks  poffible  to  the  fchcmes  formed 
by  the  allies,  for  pufiiing  on  the  war  with  vigour,  from  the 
fide  of  Portugal;  and  this  wasfometimes  fo  bare- faced,  that 
mr.  Methue&  was  conftrained  ^to  threaten  them  into  better 
behaviour.  »  The  mailers  of  thefe  two  prizes,  t>wned  to 
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Wi  are  now  to  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  condutSI  of 
king  Char  Us  III.  He  ba4  hiccn  left  in  the  city  of  Barct'' 
Una  with  t  yery  fmall  garrifun,  while  the  earl  of  Ptterba- 
rtugh  went  to  conquer  the  kingdom  of  VaUntiai  which 
he  very  happily  accompliOied,  though  wit])  a  vcty  incon** 
iukrable  force.  The  Frtnch  »nd  Spaniards  in  the  meaijk 
time  were  proje^ling  the  dc(lru£lion  of  king  CharUs'i  af* 
iiiirs  at  a  fingle  blow  ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
their  fcheme  was  fo  well  laid,  that  nothing,  bi;c  a  few  un- 
toward accidents,  could  have  difappointed  it,  This  dfi« 
%a  of  theirs  was  to  (hut  him  up  in  BarctUaa^  which,  city 
they  intended  to  attack  by  land  and  fea,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  Marcb^  when  they  looked  upon  it  as  4 
thing  impoifible  for  our  fleet  to  have  fuccoured  him,  as  in- 
deed it  would  have  proved.  The  care  of  the  land  army 
was  committed  to  marfhal  Ttft^  but  whether  he  really 
wanted  a£tivity  in  his  own  nature,  or  was  fo  crofTed  in  all 
his  undertakings  by  the  grandees  of  Spain^  that  he  could 
do  nothing  ;  I  fay,  which  ever  was  the  cafe,  (o  it  was, 
that  when  the  count  dt  Thmlouft  was  ready  kq  fail  with 
the  Frtr^ch  fleet  from  touUn^  the  Spanijh  army  was  in  no 
condition  to  form  the  fiege ;  fo  that  the  whole  month  of 
fdarch  was  fpun  out  in  preparations,  and  the  place  was 


./.  n  f  r 


not 


iir  John  Leake,  that  they  had  intelligence  at  Cadiz  of  his  de^ 
lign,  and  that  this  induced  the  gftUeons  to  fail  %s  they  did. 
'i%ovi,  to  underiland  this  nerfcflly,  it  is  ncceffvy  to  obferve. 
that  the  order  for  the  emhargo  was  obtained  on  the  22.  The 
two  Danifh  ihips  were  permitted  to  fa.l  ou  the  23d.  Sir  John 
JiLeake  with  hisAeot,  was  retarded,  ao  wa  have  related  in  the 
text,  on  the  evening  of  the  a4th,  a  ad  did  ^vot  fail  till  late  on 
|h?a5tl^ 


k 
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not  invefted  till  the  beginning  of  Jprll"^.  This  defign 
was  very  early  dUcovered  here,  ai^d  advice  was  ftnt  of  it 
to  fir  *J%hn  Lmk$  before  he  failed  from  Liihm  \  but  it 
does  not  appear,  that  either  the  earJ  of  Ptttrbortugh^  oe 
king  CharlfSt  apprehended  this  mifchief  in  time,  other-r 
wife  the  king  would  have  been;  provided  wit)>  a^  better 
garrifon,  and  the  place  have  been  cerUioly  put  into  a  con^ 
dition  of  making  a  greater  rcfiflvnce.  After  miiCng  hi^ 
deiign  on  .  the  galleons,  the  fleet*  under  the  command  of 
til  John  Ltaki^  repaired  to  €iin^Uart  where  he  receive^ 
a  letter  from  his  catholick  majeily,  entreating  his  imme^ 
diatd  afiiftance,  in  terms  which  fufficiently  difcovered  the 
dtftrcis  he  was  in,  and  the  appr flthpnfipns  he  was  .^indep- «. 


w  This  account  T  have  taken  from  the  French  hiflorlans, 

Qtuncy,  hittoire  nlilitaire,  torn.  v.  p.  204.    Lamherti*  torn. 

'   iv.  p.  146.  P.  Daniel.  «  The  flile  and  contentt  of  king 

Charles's  letter  to ^r  John  Leake,  are  fo  lingular,  that  they 

eertainly  deferve  the  reader's  notice. 


•«  I  the  K  I N  G, 

I.  .      .  .      ..       : 

f*  Admiral  LEAKa^ 


"  I  am  difpofed  to  take  uponmetliis  occafioo  to  advife  yon 
the  high  risk  this  principality  aad  my  royr^l  perfon  is  fovmd 
in  {fori  make  no  doubt  before  ;o*morn!>w  the  enemy  will 
mokft  UB.  They  have  already  blockaded  me  with  a  fqaa- 
dron*  andjJieir  avmy  is  now  al<poft  in  fight  of  this  city,  and 
by  their^quick  marches,  have  obtained  fome  pofts,  which, 
if  they  might  have  been  prevented,  woulc  ery  much  have 
hindrcd  their  defigns. 
•*  I  am  refolvcd,  although  I  find  myfelf  with  fuch  a  fmall 

Sarrifon  (asa  thoufand  men  of  regular  troops,  arid  four  hun- 
red  horfe)  not  to  leave  this  place ;  for,  in  the  prefent  con- 
^       r  ■'    •  t  **  J*i'^^*Jre, 
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The  king's  fears  were  far  from  being  fit  founded.  M» 
Teffe  came  before  the  place  with  a  numerous  army,  and 
the  count  dtThauloufe  landed  ammunition  and  provifion 
fufficient  for  the  fervice  of  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men 
for  two  months ;  fo  that  it  is  very  evident,  the  Fremh  did 
all  that  could  be  expected  from  them  by  fea  ;  and  if  their 
enddav6urs  had  been  as  weH  feconded  on  Ihore,  the  place 
had  undoubtedly  been  loft.  But  it  fo  fell  out,  that  the 
Sieur  de  Lepara,  their  principal  engineer,  was  far  enough 
from  being  a  perfect  niafter  of  his  trade.  He  made  a  mif- 
takeatthe  beginning,  which  loft  him  dght  or  tendayt 
time,  and  before  he  cbuld  corre6l  this,  they  loft  him  by  a 
Ihot  from  the  place.  This  proved  an  irreparable  misfor- 
tune; for  though  he  was  but  an  indifFv- rent  engineer,  yet 
after  his  death  it  appeared  they  had  not  his-equal,  fo  that 
when  they  came  to  make  an  aflkult;  on  the  place,  they 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  Thefe  circumftances 
I  thought  it  necelTary  to  relate,  previous  to  our  account 

■  •        •       of 


.Ot). 


•*  junfture,  I  have  confidered,  that  my  going  hence  will  be  the 
"  loi's  of  the  city,  and  confequently  of  all  the  other  placed 
which  the  happy  fuccefs  of  the  lad  campaign  hath  reduced 
to  my  obedience;  for  which  reafon,  it  is  my  opinion  to  rifk 
alt  ^^  venture  the  cafaalties  that  a  fiege  is  incident  to, 
puttihg  jaft  truft  and  confidence  in  your  known  zeal  towards 
the  great  forwarding  the  c6mmon  caufe,  makingf'no  doubt, 
how  much  you  have  contributed  towards  the  fuccours  for- 
wardnefs.  1  hope  in  a  few  days  you  will  appear  before  this 
place,  where  your  known  valour  and  adivity  may  meet 
with  a  glorious  fuccefs,  for  which  I  fhall  'again  conditutQ 
**  you  the  credit  of  my  royal  gratitude. 

•«  Qiven  at  Barcelona,  the  3 1  ft  of  March,  1 706, 

^'  Ithe  KINQ. 

,rifc».rH#«  By  command  of  the  king  my  matter, 

*' Henry  deGunter.' 
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of  fir  John  Zr^0/(/8  proceedings }  and  Jiaving  now  fiiewn 

the  errors,  miftakes,  and  misfortunes  of  the  French  and 

Spaniards  before  Barcflma^  we  will  return  to  our  fleet,  and 

the  meafures  taken  for  relieving,  king  Charles  by  raifmg 

thcfiegey. 

On  rhe  third  of  Jpril^  commodore  Price ^  with  fix  Eng- 

lift)  and  as  many  more  Dutch  men  of  war,  joined  fir  J^hn 
Leake^  who,  in  a  council  of  war  held  on  the  fixth,  re- 
folved,  in  obedience  to  king  Charles*^  letter,  to  fail  im- 
mediately to  Barcelona.  In  purfuance  cf  this  refoiution^ 
he  arrived  on  the  eighteenth  in  Jltea-B^y,  and  the  next 
day  had  intelligence,  that  fir  George  Byng,  with  a  fquadrqa 
from  England^  was  coming  upj  three  days  after  they  were 
joined  by  commodore  JValker^  with  Yi\^  fquadron,  as  they 
had  been  the  day  before  by  fir  George  Byng  j  and  then  ic. 
was  determined  to  fail  north  of  Major ca^  and  that  each 
(hip  (liould  make  the  beft  of  her  way  without  (laying  for 
the  reft.  Upon  the  twenty  fixth  the  eatl  of  Peterborough 
came  off  from  Terrcgona,  with  a  Squadron  of  barks,  having 
fourteen  hundred  land  forces  on  board,  and  when  he  came 
to  the  fleet,  hoifted  the  union^flag  on  bpard  the  Prince 
GeorgCy  as  admiral  and  commander  in  chief.  His  excellency 
found  that  the  councils  of  war  had  rejected  his  propofals, 
and  indeed  their  rejecting  them  faved  the  place ;  fince  before 
his  arrival,  fir  George  Byngy  fir  John  Jennings^  and  ad- 
niir,al  tVaffenaery    had  anchored  in  the  road  of  Barcelona, 

and 

7  All  the  French  hiftorians  agree,  that  their  deilgn  on  Bar* 
celona  mifcarried  through  thein  own  fault,  and,  generally  fpeak* 
ing,  relate  the  whole  affair  as  I  have  done  in  '!he  text.  But  if 
any  reader  of  a  more  curious  and  critical  difpofition  than  or- 
dinary, would  fee  a  long  and  exadl  detail  of  this  alfair,  he  may 
be  fatisiled  in  the  admirable  memoirs  of  M.  de  Feuquieres, 
Tom.  iv  p.  151. 
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and  l^  the  contrivtnce  of  fir  Georgi  Byngy  a  coniiderabltf 
body  of  troopt  had  been  thrown  into  the  town  >.  On  the 
twenty  feventh  in  the  afternoon,  the  whole  fleet  arrived  in 
the  harbour  of  Barctitma^  without  meeting  with  the  leaft 
oppofition ;  for  the  count  de  Thoulaufe  having  received  an 
cxad  account  of  the  narai  force  of  thib  allies,  thought  fit  to 
lait  away  with  the  French  fleet  to  Toulon  \  which  obliged 
the  land'army  (as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee)  to  raife  the  fiegs 
yRXih  great  precipitation.  This  relief  appeared  the  more 
furprizing,  and  muft  have  been  confequently  the  more 
grateful  to  king  Charksy  and  all  his  faithful  fubjedh,  fince 
it  preve/ated  their  deftru^on  but  by  a  few  hours,  thfe 
enemy  having  made  all  the  neceflary  difpofltions  forftorming 
the  place  that  very  night,  when,  confideriifg  the  extreme 
weaknefs  of  the  garrifon,  their  fuccefs  could  fcarce  be 
doubted ».  '  • 

Two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  fl?ct,  M.  de  Tep 
thought  fit  to  raife  the  fiege  in  a  szx^  extraordinary  manner, 
ibr  which  "^ur  own,  and  the  French  hiftorians,  profefs 
themfdves  equally  at  a  lofs  to  account.  His  army  confifled 
ilili  of  fourteen  thoufand  nien,  the  fuccours  thrown  into  the 
pkce,  did  not  exceed  fix  thoufand ;  fo  that  it  was  very 
Itrange  he  (hould  leave  behind  him  a  train  of  one  hundres!^ 
tnd  fix  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  forty  feven  mortars,  two 

thoufand 


«  All  thefe  brisk  and  extraordinary  meafures,  which  appear- 
ed by  the  event  fo  indifpenfably  neceiTary,  were  concerted  as 
•«^  as  executed,  by  our  adinirai«  only ;  the  earl  of  Peter- 
borough, though  he  had  \ncn  conft&ntly  before  of  a  fentimenc 
dareftly  different,  when  be  faw  them  put  in  pradHce,  and  fore- 
few  (as  he  eafily  mightj  their  good  HFeds,  very  judicioully  ap- 
proved them.  Impartial  ine^aiiy  into  the  management  of  tne 
war  in  Spain,  p.  lo I.  a  Burchet,  Burnet,   Oldmixon, 

Quincy,  p.  Daniel.  Feuquieres,  de  Larrey,  &c. 
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thouf^d  bombs,  ten  thoufand  granades,  forty  thou&iii 
caiiAon-Diot,  two  hundred  barfeis  of  itiufquet-fliot,  Svti 
thoufand  barrels  of  pqwder,  eight  tlioufand  fwords,  eighteen 
thoufand  facks  of  corn,  befides  flour,  rye,  and  oats,  in 
proportion,  not  only  undeftroyed,  but  untouched,  as  if 
they  intended  it  as  a  prefent  to  the  beiieged,  by  way  of 
compenfation  for  the  trouble  they  had  given  them*  Yet 
to  me,  the  caufc  of  this  is  pretty  evident  ^  5  the  marflial 
faw  himfelf  under  the  neceility  of  regaining  the  ki/igdom 
ofCa/iUi,  by  a  ftrange  fort  of  a  naarc)),  firft  into  Rauffil/ortt 
theti  round  by  the  Pyrmeesy  amd  fo  through  Navarre% 
which  conftrained  him  to  leave  his  Tick  and  woundei  * 
in  his  cimp,  wirh  a  letter  recommending  them  to  the 
earl  of  Peterborough's  clemency  :  and,  1  nuke  no  manner 
of  Queftion,  that  he  chofe  to  let  things  remain  as  he 
did,  that  thcfe  helplcfs  people  might  obtain, the  more  fa- 
vour ;  which,  though  needlefs,  when  he  had  to  do  with  an 
Englijb  general,  was  neverthelcfa  humane  ia  him.  The 
admiral  took  to  himfelf  and  his  officers  the  honour  of  this 
great  exploit,  which  was  one  of  the  moft  important,  and 
withal  one  of  the  moft  honourable,  that  happened  throughout 
the  war  «.  His  moft  catholick  majefty,  on  the  other  hand, 
'  wai 


It  .';  I 

..     i  -I 

•  ■  ( 


^  The  accounts  that  I  have  ^iven  of  the  raifing  thk  fiege;, 
are  taken  from  French  hiftorians,  who  are  certainly  like  to  fae 
beft  informed,  ami,  with  refped  to  the  iloresleft  behind,  moft 
impartial  ;  and  this,  I  fuppoic,  is  fuiHcsent  to  fatisfy  the  moft 
critical  reader,  as  to  the  diiFerence  between  my  computations 
and  thofe  he  may  meet  with  in  feme  other  hiftories. 

c  This  appears  by  fir  John  Leake's  letter  to  the  princess  fe- 
cretary,  dated  at  Barcelona,  May  i  ft,  1706,  in  which,  amonjr^ 
other  things,  he  fays,  **  The  Z7th  of  laft  month  I  got  to  thia 
**  place,  and  in  a  lucky  time  to  rofcue  it  from  falling  into  the 

**  enemies 
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was  no  lefs  ready  in  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  praife  and  ref- 
pe£^  to  his  merit }  To  that,  if  ever  there  was  a  h&.  fo  Well 
eftablilbed  as  to  be  out  of  all  difpute  it  is  thi3,  that  Bat' 
ctlcna  was  relieved  by  fir  "John  Leake  ^, 
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enemies  hands,  for  they  expected  to  have  been  ilormed  the 
next  night.     Count  Thouloufe,  with  the  fleet  under  his  com- 
mand, which  confided  of  about  28  of  the  line,  retired  the 
night  before  ;  but  if  it  had  pleafed  God,  that  the  wind  had 
continued  that  brought  fir  George  Byhg,  to  me,  I  believe  I 
fhottld  have  been  able  to  have  given  you  a  much  better  ac- 
co.int  of  his  ilrength.    This  comes  by  captain  George  De- 
lavale,  who  is  fent  by  my  lord  Peterborough,  with  the  king 
of  Spain's,  and  his  lordfhip's  own  letters  to  her  majefty  in 
the  Faulcon,  which  fhip  his  excellency  has  appointed  Mr. 
Robert  Delavale,  brother  to  captain  Delavale-to  command". 
«*  A  more  pregnant  proof  of  this  cannot  be  had,  than  from 
the  following  letter  of  his  catholick  majefty,  to  fir  John  Leake, 
before  the  relief  of  Barcelona,  indeed ;  but  which  evidently 
(hews,  that  the  king  placed  all  his  hopes  in  our  naval  force, 
and  expelled  from  fir  John  Leake  alone,  that:  it  fhould  be 
exerted  for  his  prefervation.    This  letter  to  fay  the  truth  is  fo 
honourable  to  the  Britifh  arms,  as  well  as  to.  the  very  worthy 
man  to  whom  it  is  addreiTed,  that  I  thought  fit  to  transcribe  the 
the  whole,  otherwife,  the  laft  paragraph  might  very  well  have 
ferved  my  purpofe. 
*'  SIR, 
"  It  is  with  no  fmall  fatisfa£lion,  that  I  have  been  informed, 
from  the  earl  of  Peterborough's  letters,  of  your  happy  ar- 
rival upon  the  coaft  of  Valencia.     I  doubt  not,  but  you  have 
heard  of  the  lofs  of  Montjuic,  and  of  the  condition  my  town 
of  Barcelona  is  in,  where  I  was  willing  to  fuffsr  myfelf  to 
be  befieged,  and  to  endure  all  the  hardfhips  and  accidents  of 
war,  to  encouraee  both  the  garrifon  and  my  fubjeds,  by  my 
prefence,  to  make  a  long  and  vigorous  defence. 
"  It  feems,   by  the  enemy's  motions,   they  have  already 
received  notice  of  your  approach ;  but  inftead  of  thinking  to 
retreat,  they  have  redoubled  their  efFoi'ts,  and  fire  upon  the 
breach,  which  will  be  in  a  condition  to  be  ftormed  after  to- 
morrow at  fartheH: ;  and  in  all  appearance,  they  will  make  a 
defperate  attempt  to  render  themfelves  mafters  of  this  town 
before  the  fleet  can  arrive  with  the  fuccours.  "  Hence 
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The  next  great  fervice  that  was  attempted,  was  the 
reducing  Alicant  \  and  in  failing  thither,  putting  into 
Jltea-hzyy  the  admiral  received  notice,  that  Carthagena 
was  difpofed  to  fubmit :  upbn  which  fir  John  Jennings  was 
fent  to  that  city,  who  returned  on  the  twenty  fourth  of 
June^ditT  leaving  a  garrifon  in  the  place.  But  with  rcfpe<5t 
to  Alicant^  the  governor  refufed  to  furrender,  and  therefore 
it  was  refolved  to  befiegc  it  by  land,  while  it  was  attacked 
by  the  fleet  at  fea «.  To  facilitate  this,  feamen  were 
lant'ed  from  the  fleet,  and  fir  Gtorge  Byng,  with  five 
ihips,  anchored  in  a  line  fo  near  the  town,  that  he 
quickly  difmounted  all  the  enemy's  artillery,  though  the 
guns  pointing  towards  the  fea,  were  no  fewer  than  one 
hundred  and  fixty.  On  the  twenty  eighth  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  place  on  all  fides  j 
and  with  this  view  fir  John  Jenningt  landed  the  marines  he 
Vol.  III.  F  f  brought 


*•  Hence  you  will  judge  of  the  indifpenfible  neceffity  there 
is,  that  you  Ihould  do  your  utmoll  endeavours  to  relieve  us 
without  lofs  of  time,  and  bringthe  fleet  direflly  hither,  together 
with  the  troops,  to  my  tow^  of  Barcelona,  without  Hopping 
or  difembarki»^g  the  forces  elfewhere  (as  fome  other  perfons 
may  pretenc  .o  dired^  you)  for  they  can  be  no  where  fo 
neceffary  as  in  this  town,  which  is  at  the  very  point  of  being 
loft  for  want  of  relief.  Wherefore  I  pray  God  to  have  you 
in  his  holy  protection,  and  expecting  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you  as  foon  as  poillble,  I  afTurc  you  of  my  pcrfed-V  efteem 
and  acknowledgement. 

«  CHARLES. 
••  Barcelona,  May  4,  N.  S.  1706. 

«*  P.  S.  Sir,  you  will  difcern  the  condition  we  are  in  by  our 
«  letters,  and  1  hope  you  will  come  as  foon  as  poiTible  to 
**  fave  us,  of  which  you  alone  ftiall  have  the  glory.  For  the 
**  reft,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Stanhope's  letter." 
,e  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1706, 
life  of  queen  Anne.  &;c. 
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brought  from  Carthagtna.  About  nine  in  the  morning 
the  (hips  had  made  a  breach  in  the  round  tower,  at  the 
weft  end  i}i  the  town,  and  another  in  the  middle  ojf  the 
curtain,  between  the  mole  and  the  ca{)' rrinoft  badion,  when 
the  knd  forces  marching  up  towards  the  walls  of  the  city, 
fifteen  grenadiers,  wiih  an  officer  and  fcrjcant,  advancing^ 
withouiL  order  To  to  Jo,  to  the  breach  of  the  round  tower, 
all  the  boats,  under  command  fir  of  John  yenning.^  went 
diredily  to  fuftain  them,  but  before  the  men  lamied,  the 
grenadiers  were  beaten  br  :k.  However,  the  boats  pro- 
ceeded, and  all  tb  /K  i-ttir.g  afhore,  captain  Evans  of 
the  Royal  Oak,  m*  \?«  *  '  he  breach  firft,  got  into  the 
town  with  two  or  th.^e  of  "  boats  crews;  captain  Paf- 
finger,  of  the  Royal  Anne,  followed,  and  next  t<3  him  captain 
tVatklns,  of  the  St.  George,  with  lome  fearoen.  Sir  John 
Jenningf  with  the  reft  of  the  feamen  and  forces,  who  were 
in  pofTeffion  of  the  fuburbs,  moved  on  to  fupport  them  ; 
who  coming  into  the  town  fecured  the  pofts,  and  made 
proper  difpofitions  until  the  refl  got  in,  when  Mahom 
retired  into  the  caftle,  le  t  them  in  pofleffion,  with  the 
iofs  of  but  very  few  men ;  colonel  Petit^  however,  was  kil- 
led in  the  fuburbs,  ftandirfg  arm  in  arm  with  fir  Jhhn 
Jennings,  by  a  fmall  (hot  out  of  a  window,  as  they  were 
viewing  the  ground  for  railing  a  battery  againft  the  wall 
of  the  town  j  be  fides  whom  there  were  not  above  thirty 
killed  either  of  the  fea  or  land  forces,  and  not  more  than 
eighty  wounded,  notwithftanding  the  Spaniards  had  a  con- 
tinued communication  from  one  houfc  to  another,  and 
fired  on  our  men  from  the  windows  and  holes  made  for 
that  purpofc  f.  Next 

w- k       '  . 

f  All  that  I  have  faid,  with  refpe^  to  the  fervice  performr 

cd 


'•  had 

•*  by  t 

**  and  i 

"  Leal 

*'  purp 
•'  with 

•*  praa 

•*  gates 

"  to  lei 

V  were 
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Next  day  brigadier  Gorge^  who  commanded  the 
troops  before;  the  place,  rummoned  count  Mahoni  to  fur- 
reader,  w^ich  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  do ;  but  the  (hips 
coniinuing  to  canonade  very  briskly,  and  a  great  number 
of  bombs  being  thrown  into  their  works,  the  garrifon, 
which  confiftcd  moftly  of  Neapolitans^  compelled  the  go- 
vernor to  ^ive  up  the  place,  notwithilanding  all  his  de- 
claratioijs  to  the  contrary.  Brigadier  Gorge  took  pcfTeilion 
of  it,  and  was  appointed  governor  8.  It  was  even  then 
ipuch  di/puted  whether  this  place  was  of  any  ufe,  and  whe- 
tJber  the  tjme  and  men  loft  before  it  were  not  abfolutely 
thrown  away.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  the  condu£l  of  fir 
John  Zicakty  and  the  courage  of  his  officers  and  feamen  are 
no  way  impeached  thereby,  nor  does  it  at  all  Icflen  (he  gtcr 
of  this  adtion,  which  was  one  of  the  boldef^  that  ever  u  ;<8 
performed  by  men,  that  it  wa»  undertaken  to  little  r    no 

F  f  a  ^...^Qii 


ed  by  the  fleet,  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  author  of  the  enquiry 
into  the  management  "^  the  war  in  Spain,  who  gives  us  the 
following  accour'.  of  this  tnnfadion,  p.  135.  "  Brigadier 
•*  Gorj;e's  iroops,  which  were  fo  much  wanted  in  Callile, 
*'  real'y  contributed  ver^  little  towards  the  rcdudlion  of  Ah- 
**  cant ;  for  as  the  fleet,  without  any  alTiflance  from  the  army, 
had  madethemfclves  mailers  of  Carthagena,  not  long  before; 
by  the  exemplary  courage  and  condudt  of  fir  George  Byng, 
and  fir  John  Jennings  ;  lb  now  the  iquadron,  which  fir  John 
Leake  had  ordered  fir  George  Byng  to  command  for  thac 
purpofe,  bombarded  and  cannonaded  the  town  of  Alica^t 
*'■  witn  fo  much  fucccfs,  that  in  a  few  days  they  made  two 
'*  pra^icablel^reaches  in  the  wall,  between  the  eaft  and  weft 
**  gates,  which  the  failors  bravely  fliormed  ;  and  fir  George 
'*  Byng,  being  in jpofleffion  of  the  place,  forced  open  the  gates 
•*  to  let  the  land-force3  in,  who  having  loft  their  engineer  Petit, 
V  were  not  yet  even  mailers  of  the  fuburbs." 
f  Burchot,  compleat  hiHory  of  Europe,  life  of  queen  Anne,  j 
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purpofc  h.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  faon  after  the 
taking  of  Jlicanl,  king  Philip^s  forces  were  entirely  driven 
out  c  f  Arragon^  and  that  whole  kingdom  reduced  to  the 
obedience  of  his  competitor. 

After  the  reduftion  of  Alicante  fir  '^ohn  Leake^  in 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Siptember^  failed  to  Altea- 
bay,  from  whence  he  fcnt  fir  John  Jennings  with  his 
fquadron,  intended  for  the  fVeJi- India  fervice,  to  refit 
at  Lhbon.  He  next  made  the  neceflary  difpofilion  for  a 
winter  fquadron,  which  was  to  be  ccmmanded  by  fir  Georgt 
Byng,  and  then  proceeded  to  put  in  execution  his  laft 
orders,  which  were  to  reduce  the  iflands  of  Ivtca  and  Ma- 
jorca. Thefe  iflands  not  only  belong  to  the  crown  of  Spain^ 
but  their  fituation  rendered  them  very  neceflary  at  this 
time  to  the  allies,  as  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  fup-  ' 
plying  the  places  they  had  lately  reduced  with  provifions, 
and  fccuringa  p'-oper  retreat  for  their  fmaller  vefTcls,  when- 
ever it  (houlJ  be  found  neceflary  to  keep  a  fquadron  in 
thofe  feas  during  the  winter.  It  dots  not  appear,  that 
the  Spanfjh  court  had  taken  any  precautions  for  their  de- 
fence, as  being  entirely  occupied  with  the  thoughts  of  pre- 
fcrving  Minorca.,  which  was  looked  upon  as  the  ifland  of 
greateft  importance,  and  tiierefore  mo  ft  of  their  regular 

troops  were  there ». 

Or 


.  h  The  truth  of  this  fully  appears  in  a  letter  from  brigadier 
Gorge  to  fir  Jokn  Leake,  in  which  he  complains  of  being  left 
in  the  mi/ilt  of  enemies,  in  fo  dillrefled  a  condition,  that,  unlefs 
fir  John  was  ab!e  to  relieve  him,  he  declared  that  he  fhould  find 
himfelf  obliged  to  abandon  it. 

i  Burchet,  compleat  hiUory  of  Europe,  fat  1 706.    Life  of 
4^ueen,Anne*  <   ; 
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On  the  fixth  of  Stptember^  fir  John  failed  from 
Jltea-\iAy,  ancf  on  the  ninth  anchored  before  IvUa.  This 
ifland,  which  is  about  fourfcore  miles  in  circuit,  abounds 
with  corn,  wine,  fruit,  fait,  tSc.  and  the  inhabitants 
being  a  trading  people,  were  rather  inclined  to  fubmit 
to  the  allies,  than  to  remain  under  their  old  govern- 
ment ;  and  therefore  on  the  firft  fummons  they  fent  de- 
puties to  make  their  fubmiflion,  which  was  readily  accept. 
tdy  and  King  Charles  III.  proclaimed  K  On  the  thir- 
teenth the  fleet  failed  for  Majorca^  and  arrived  on  the 
fourteenth  before  Palma,  This  ifland,  which  is  one  of 
the  fineft  in  the  world,  abounded  with  aU  the  neceflia- 
ries  of  life,  well  pbnted  and  well  peopled,  and  fo  large 
as  to  be  once  accounted  a  kingdom,  was  at  this  time 
governed  by  the  Conde  de  Jlcudia,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  place.  He  was  warmly  in  the  interefl:  of  king  Phi'- 
I'tpy  an4  when  the  admiral  fdnunr.ied  him,  fent  him  a 
Spanifl)  anfwer,  -'<  that  he  would  defend  the  ifland  as 
**  long  as  there  was  ^  man  in  it."  But  upon  throwing 
three  or  ibur  bombs  into  the  place,  which  did  no  great 
mifchief^  the  inhabitants  rofe  and  forced  the  viceroy  to  fur- 
render.  He  (hewed  his  wifdom,  however,  where  he  could 
not  (hew  his  courage,  by  making  a  very  prudent  capitu- 
lation.  Sir  John  Leake  left  a  garrifon  in  Porto-Piny  and 
two  Men  of  wa^:  to  carry  oiSF  the  Conde^  and  fuch  oil\er 
pf  thf  inhabitants  as  were  difafled^ed  to  king  Charles  III. 
and  Oil  ch?  twenty  third  of  the  fame  month  he  profecuted 
his  voyage  for  England,    Before  his  departure,  he  received 

.  Ff  3,  a 
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k  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  annal* 
V^ueenAnne,  life  of  ^ueen'Anne,  &c.  »  . 
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a  letter  from  his  cathoHck    najefty,  whb  Very  gratefully 

acknowledged  the  fertices  he  had  done  him,  and  ej^prefTeU 

thehfgheft  fat(sfa£tion  tis  to  his  conduct  on  all  occafidns. 

"On  the  fecond  of  O^fdbtr  fir  Jchn  pafled  the  StreighU^  and 

*on  the  fourth,  when  he  wis   "i^  the  Youth  ca^e,  detjched 

"llr  Giorge  Byfig,  with  'the  Wirittr-fqUadron,  for  Liibon. 

On^he  feventecnth  He  flVfived  fafe  at  St.  Hkltn%  hiving 

been  feparafiil  in  a  ftdfth  ff8hi'tftfc  hift  bf  the  fleet,  which 

'came  fuon  al'ter'  tnto  J^ortJ^huth,     Ahd ^  thUs  cndtd  as  foe- 

'i^fslTularea-^inipalgn  as  Is  redord^"i1n'oiir  own,  6r  ]p<f. 

jhaps  in  any' itiier  hiftiiry  I. 

iTiR  Afford' Falrbyki,  %^  vxcmMhl  'bf  'tfte  rii; 

Was  appomtc'd,  with  a  fmall  fquadrbn,  to  look 'into  tl^e 

'hiouth  of' the  river  Channt,  with  orJfers^aTfo  to'd^'ftr^y 

^ch  thips  as  the  enemy  n^ight  hai^e  it  Rochfort.     He  fail^ 

for  this  purpofc  in  the  litter  ertd  of  the  Month  of  i^^//, 

'  ah^  after  cohtinuine  at  fea  abbut  chr^e  weeks,  he  retbrh^d 

to'i'/yJwtfWi^,  with  a  few  prize*.    "Soon  affd/'he  rc^clv^'d 

orders  to  fail  for  the  Downs,  JTi'bhi  Whence  he  'was  quickly 

'ordered  over  to  Flanker s^  tb  affift  in '  tikilig  OJtend.     A r- 

'  riving  before  that  place,  lie  (tbbd  in  fo  neat'thtf  town;  thk't 

'  they  fired  upon  hih),  whit^h  Yit  returned ;  hixi  was  f6on'iif. 

te;  ordered  to  ^twpdrty  frbtn' whence,  aAer'i^heblobkade 

of  that  place  was  formed,  he  came  back  to  Oflerld,     A 

fcbeme  had  been  fornied  by  fohie  of  the  land-dfiicer^  for 

-   '  "deftroyihg 


1  See  the  London  Gazette,  No.  4272,  in  which  there  is  a 

laree  account  of  the  capitulation  with  the  viceroy  of  Majorca, 

which  (hews,  that  fir  John  Leake  was  a  very  able  man  in  the 

,  cloTet,  as.  well  as  the  neld,  and  knew  how  to  treat,  as  well  as 

how  to  a^  ID  a  rougher  manner. 
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Mroyiag  the  liule  ve/Tcl^  belonging  to  that  port  i  bur, 
wheo  it  gime  to  be  executcdt  it  was  found  wholly  impra^w 
cable.  Tfir-  en. ranee  of  t^  harbour  being  long,  narrow^ 
and  crpokci!,  whatever  vefiel  or  fhlp  attempted  to  go  in, 
muft  inevitabl)r  be  much  expofed  to  ths  platform  of  guns  ; 
(o  that  M^ere  fee,m^^d  but  little  hopei  of  attempting  any 
thing  againft  the  (hips  by  fea,  which  lay  all  in  a  dufter 
dofe  tQ  the  key,  on  the  backfide  of  the  town;  but  there 
were  let^rs  in  the  cainp  whic^  infmuated,  that  as  foon  a^ 
the  trenches  were  opened,  the  batteries  raifeJ,  and  fome 
bombs  thrown  into  the  place,  the  Spaniards  in  garrifon* 
affifted  by  the  Teamen  ^nd  burghers,  would  oblige  the  Frtnch 
garrifon  to.  yield  ». 

O  N  the  nineteenth  of  Jum  the  trenches  were  opened 
before  the  place;  fir  Stafford Fairborne^  with  hb  fqua* 
dron,  cannonaded  it  by  Tea,  arid  at  the  fame  time  two 
bomb-yeflels  were  font  as  near  as  might  be,  and  when 
they  camf  to  play  did  great  execution.  Sir  Stafford  like- 
wife  caufed  all  the  fmall  frigates  to  run  in  as  near  the  town 
as  poflible,  and  to  difchar^e  their  broadfides  ;  which  they 
did  with  To  litflc  damage  to  chemfelves,  and  To  great  hurt  to 
the  p^ce,  jth^t  ^he  people  began  to  mutiny,  aiul  the  go* 
vernor  found  himfelf  fas  he  pretended)  under  a  neceffity 
of  capUulating,  which  he  did  on  the  twenty-fifth.  And 
thus  tbe.c>ty  of  r^fff</,  whi^h  had  formerly  held  out  fo 
many  months,  was  taken  in  a  Week;  though,  beildes 
the  Spani/b  garrifon,  count  dt  la  Mothiy  was  there  with 
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m  Burchet,  T^ediard,  compleat  hiftory  of  Europe,  life  of 
queeh  Anne»  Mercure  HiftOrique,  ftc. 
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*a  cortfidcrable  body  of  Frettcb  ti'oops,  which  he  undertook 
Hiould  not  ferve  again  in  fix  months;  and,  as  one  of 
their  own  writers  plcafantly  fays,  it  had  been  very  happy 
for  France  if  he  had  for  himfelf  undertaken  u^ver  to  fervc 
again.  After  the  fur  render  of  Oflmd^  fir  Stafford  Fair- 
borne  returned  to  Spithead,  to  aftift  in  c  nvoying  z  body 
of  troops  that  were  intended  for  a  defcent  ". 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  fleet 
under  fir  Cloudejley  Shovely  it  will  be  requifite  to  fay  fomc'- 
thing  of  the  intended  defcent  which  we  havejuft  mention- 
ed :  this  was  a  defign  framed  u^ion  the  repirefentacinn  of 
fome  French  Ilugonots  \  particularly  of  the  famous  mar- 
quis Guifcardj  who  was  afterwards  engaged  in  it  defign  to 
aflaffinate  the  queen.  The  land. forces  defigned  for  this 
fcrvice  Cohfifted  of  very  near  ten  thoufand  men.  They 
were  to  be  commanded  in  chief  by  the  earl  Rivers ;  under 
him  by  the  lieutenant  generals  Eark  and  de  Gutfcard:  the 
earl  of  Effix^  and  lord  Mordaunt,  eldeft  fon  to  the  carl  of 
Peterborough^  were  to  ferve  in  this  expedition  as  major- 
generals.  On  the  loth  o^  Auguji  the  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand of  fir  67(?«^^/y  5/;5t/r/,  failed  from  St»  Helm\\  but 
not  being  joined  time  enough'by  the  Dutch^  this  proje^ 

proved 


,J    'J^H 


t)i 


n  In  th<?  fiegc  of  Ollend.  Ac  duke  of  Marlborough  gave 
fignal  proofs  of  his  pcrfonalcourrgc;  for  coming  to  mafeca  vjfit 
to  M.  d'-Auvcrquerque,  he  went  into  the  trenches,  where  he 
JIaid  a  confiderable  time,  and  examined  everv  thing  very  at- 
tentively, though  the  cilomy  who  had  flackencd  their  fire 
before,  renewed  it  with  exceflive  violence,  as  foon  as  they 
kncvv,  by  tKiTfalutc  of  the  Heet,  that  his  grace  wa«  come  to 
the  camp.  h\  doing  this,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  he 
fhewcd,  that  ».vhcn  he  was  more  careful  of  his  perfon,  it  was 
out  of  rcfped  to  the  fervice,  and- not  for  any  want  of  that 
t«m|-cr  of  mind  which  commonly  palics  for  hcroifm. 


of 
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proved  abortive  ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  fleet  (houki 
proceed  to  Lisbon  vi^ith  thefe  forces  on  board,  arid  thitt 
they  fhould  be  employed  in  the  fcrvice  of  his  catholic  ma-^ 
jcftyo. 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  after  their  difappointmentin  (hit 
Tchemeof  making  a  defcent  on  Finance,  the  miniftry  came  to 
any  refolution  as  to  the  employment  of  the  grand  fleet,  or  of 
the  land-forces  on  board  it ;  it  looks  as  if  all  thin^  had  been 
trufted  to  the  wifdom  of  the  admiral,  fir  Cloudefley  Shovtl^ 
and  of  the  general.  The  fleet  was  extreamly  late  before 
it  failed  for  the  Mediterraneatiy  vha.  the  ilxth  of  Septembtr^ 
and  being  in  the  Soundings  on  the  tenth  of  the  fame  months 
the  Barfleury  a  fecond  rate,  fprung  a  dangerous  leak« 
which  ob  iged  the  admiral  to  fend  her  home,  and  to  take 
the  earl  Riversy  and  his  principal  oflicers,  into  his  own 
(hip  the  <^Jfociati9n.  Proceeding  in  their  voyage,  they 
met  with  exceeding  bad  weather,  infomuch,  that  whfn 
the  admiral  arrived  in  the  river  of  Lisbon^  he  had  with 
him  but  four  men  of  war,  and  fifty  tranfports ;  but  he 
iiad  the  good  luck  to  find  the  reft  «f  the  fleet  arrived  be- 
fore him,  fo  that  he  began  immediately  to  prepare  for  adi- 
dn,  and  fent  two  (hips  of  fir  Gtfirgt  Byng*s  fquadron  to 
itlicanty  with  money  and  ncceflfaries  for  the  army,  then 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Galway^  which  was  iu 
very  great  want  of  them  p. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  he  heard,  withgrett 
regret,  of  the  diforders  that  had  fallen  out  in  the  Spantjk 

court 
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''   o  Burchet,  Burnet,  OWmixon,  Mcrcure  hiftorique,  Annal* 
of  queen  Anne,  &c.  p  Burchet,  Oldmixon,  life  of 
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COjifl  fi^4  m  ^W  army/    It  i^  very  hud  to  fyy^  who  was,  or 
»r A9  W«B  nol;,  if  Ch^xjghc ;  but  this  is  certain,  that  in  con- 
iW««?Fi^jthefe  jd^fputfs  kiiig  Charles  III,  loft  his  intcrcft 
smong  the  Spaniards^  and  though  he  was  once  mafter  QiMa^ 
,  i^iW»Jv«Wft8ifotqqd:)t9;SVitAt?gain,  and  [^is  {»%irs  began  to 
^11  ,i^  ,(aq|^j9oaf^^9(l^  t^t  ,the  admiral  at  Lisbon  QoyX^ 
fcarcet^^  W(M  he  ^,  ,^o,..do,  or  hoy*'  he  was  to  ^£t  for 
)m  ^Micic  n^^ej^j'ts  jf^rviqe,  ,and  ,t;li»crefore  thought  it 
;j^quiiiitc,tP,A;nd  coJoniql  ]^orfiey  to  VaUnda^  in  order  to 
.  ffccjsiHe  4'<9fn  tiv:>it>iog  hiaiG;|f  aq^   the  genera),  a  certain 
;K»»MK)t  Pf  their  aiS^irs^  ^i^fj  a  (rue  ftate  of  the  fer vices 
l^y  iAjcpe^ed  from rhkr^'  While  this  gentleman  was  gone, 
f^  bflbre  the  admjf^l  J^ad  it  in  his  power  to  tal^e  apy 
icIlledir^fQlMtion,  thc^ii|g,of  P<»r/«fa/died,  wh'ch  threw 
ibe  lalikirs  pf  that  kipgd^f^  into  fonie  confufion ;  and  that 
«o(iid,o<H  bappen  jwjthoif^  affecting  us.     We  before  ob^ 
ibry9d^.:.(li>at  t|)e,/'«r^tt^^^  miniftry  a£led  in  a  manner  no 
^iays  fiM|tab(l.e  tatbeiil^id  alliance  which  then  fubfifted  be- 
tween royr  court  and  theirs.  But  now  f,hiqgs^rew  worfe  an^ 
•lM)(($.i  iM^  whatever  (i^tifnen(s  the  new  kii^g  might  be  of, 
•hiaiP^^^s  v^tured  tp  p^^efpnie  fuch  fteps,  ;^s  were  not 
to  bf(ih9^X>e.w;thp«tie^c^by  an^ujmiralpf  Hr  Cloud(fley  Sh§^ 
(urf 8  (^q^r,  of  whic^^we  i^all^^iye  the  reader  anj^-. 


ii«ui«  u\.:y 
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"  ^Iir  oH«r  to  be  btttermformed^f  the  particulars  here  tnen< 
lifin^y  the  reader  may  confult  our  larger  hiftorians,  the  colleo- 
tions  of  Lambcrti,  and  the  memoirs  of  the  count  de  la  Torres. 
Th»  najTOW  bounds  prcfcribed  to  my  work,  will  not  all'^w  me 
^o  enter  deeply  into  political  difquiiltions,  for  that  wou'  iraw 
'ine  befide  my  purpofe^  fo  chat  .whenever  I  tpoch  upon  li^^m. 
It  is  only  to  preierve  the  couneflion  that  is  |iece|rary  to  render 
the  accounts.  I  give  of  naval  afftks  $9Uly  ^  fully»  ^nder- 
flood.  '  '■ 


il^pi 

thatj 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  monuli  of  Deoimbtr^  the  a^mi*/ 
fal  having  «t>pofnted  Tome  cruizing  (hips  to  proceed  to 
fea,  as  they  werfc  going  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
'  Pertuguite  fireti,  at  leaft  threefcore  Aot,«t  them,  to  bring 
them  to  an  anchor,  vhich  he  fwoeiving,  fent  orders  to 
tour  ciBptftins  to  puKh  their  way  rhrou(»h  ;  and  siecordingly 
they  did  To,  withoutfo  much  ;«  returning  one  ihot  at  ihe 
iW9s.  The  «ourt  of  Psrtugal^  upon  hia  reprefenting  to 
them  this  barbarous  ufage,  pretended,  that  the  officers  of 
the  fort  had  done  it  without  qrdscs,  for  that  th^y  ^were 
dhly  direAfed  to  fire  at,  and  detain,  a  Gtmefi  (hip,  whole 
)Malt«rWts'indebted  to  the  king.  But  the  admiral  being 
^rtainly  infOfhied,  that  this  very  (hip  was  at  thw  (aoie 
tifkifelyiAglbefoiiB  the  Walb  of  uiercity  ofLisboriy  and  that 
Hie  ittafter  ofhMr  wasaChore  cranfaaing  bis  bifin^fs,  he 
let  th«m  krtow^  in  a  manner  which  became  a  perfcn  in 
^19  poft  thus  aflfronted,  that  if^they^»fiered  to  attempt  any 
jfoeh  thing  kpin  (for  they  had  dene  it  before  to  fir  Jthn 
X^ii,  18  hithbeenalr#dy  related)  he  woukl  not  ftay  for 
orders  from  his  miftrefs,  but  take  fikris fadion  by  the  moutb 
bf  his  cannon.  This  declaration  of  fir  Ckudifity*%  Y  ' 
n'Very  proper  eii^dt ;  and,  though  it  might  not  men>  <  « 
^ihdple»  of  Ithe  Pottu^uefi  miniftry.  It  contributed  ^.  «at« 
ly,  hovi^eVter,  towards  teaching  them  better  manners  r.  ' 
Ufon  the  return  of  colonel  Worjlty^  the  admiral  wat 
i^prized,  by  letters  from  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Golway^ 
that,  unleiii  he  could  bring  earl  Rivers,  and  the  forces  uar 
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'  r  BoithctV  naval  hiftorv,  p.  720.  This  was  of  a  piece  with 
the  treatijndic  thty  gave  fir  Jobi  LeAke,  when  he  inte&ded  to 
Irtiire  attempted  the- gillcotts. 
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der  bis  cpmmand,  and  land  them  fo  as  that  they  might 
come  to  their  ailiftance,  things  we/e  likdy  to  fall  into  as 
great  confafion  as  they  were  in  the  winter  before,  where- 
by all  the  advantages  would  be  loft  which  had  been  after- 
wards procured  ^t  Co  vaft  an  ex  pence,  both ,  of  blood  and 
treafurc,  by  the  maritime  powers.  Thefe  advices  gave 
the  adoEikfalJb  much  the  more  concern,  at  he  knew  that 
the  (hips  were  fo  much  diamaged  by  the  Kough  weather 
tbey  bad  met  with  in  their  pa/Tage,  that  it  was  impoflibl^ 
to  6/t  them  fpeedily  for  fea  ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand» 
the  land-forces  were  fo  much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  death, 
and  other  accidents,  that,  inftead  often,  there. were  fcarcf 
fix  thoufand  eftefUve.  men.  He  refolved,  however,  to  do 
the  beft  he  coukl  to  comply  with  the  king  ami  the  gene- 
xal'^  defire ;  the  rather,,  hccaufe  he  faw  that  nothing  hat 
fpinit  and  diligeBce  could  poffibly  recover  thofe  advantage!^ 
^hjch  had  been  loft  .through;  divifions  and  oegledi  of  duty^. 
He  gnve  orders,  therefore,  for  repairing,  with  the  utmoft 
diligence,  the  mifchief  that  had  been  done  to  his  ftiip^j 
dire<E^d  the  tranfports  to  be  vidlualled,.  and  made  the  other 
|iece|F4ry  difpofttipns  for  jf^roceeding  with.  bo(h  the  flee^ 
and  Qitn^  if^  the  Spani/h.coiikf  and  was  on  t|vs  v«ry  ppinl 
of  embanking  the  troops,  u^en  ^  yf^^  rejbiiained  by  aa 
order.ifrqm  England^  p£  .which  we  '-'  /  Tay  more  whcij 
we  come. to  treat  of  .thetranuttipiwo;  il ;  j-jnAjing  ye^r,  to 
wl^pjbl improperly  l?eIo«g§^:;  < V    .»  >hI  yd  ;..-    1^ 


,'V    ! 


•f  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  where  the  blame  Jay,  ts  to  the 
wtfcarrittgcs  that  happcttcd-in  Spam;  the  reader  '\Vitl  perhaps 
be  bdUble  to  judge  by  con\pving  I^j.  Friend*a,  account  o£  th* 
;car,l  Of  Pttif borough's,  condu^  in  S|>ain,  the  eaxtdf,  Galway' s 
aatratiirer'aHd  the  impartial  enquiry  lato  tli,e  war^  t|^ejre,,.wbu;ti 
I  Ha'",,  fo  often  quoted.  ...    .^ ... 
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the  mean  time,  captain  jyiltiam  Cwy,  who  com- 
manded iUc  Rffmney,  a  (hip  of  fifty  gurts,  having  beendif- 
patched,  as  we  before  cbferved,  by  fir  Cloudt/ley  Shovely  to 
cruize  in  thofe  Teas,  and  being  then  with  the  Milfard  and 
Ftnuey^  two  fifth  rates,  they   received  intelligence  on  the 
twelfth  of  December,  that  a  French  Ihip  of  fixty  guns,  with 
thirty  pieces  of  fine  braf:i  cannon  on  board,  that  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  fhip  commanded  by  M.  iie  Pointis,  and 
which  he  had   run  afhore  when  he  fled  from  fir  John 
Lgflke,  lay  at  anchor  under  the  cannon  of  Malaga^  he  re  > 
folved  to  go  and  attempt  her  ;  which  defign  he  put  in  exe> 
cution,  though  one  of  the  fifth  rates  was  accidentally  dif« 
ablcd,  and  the  other  feparited    from  him,  and  failing  di- 
re^ly  under  the  cannon  of  the  place,  cut  her  from  her  an- 
cl^ors,  notwithilanding  all  the  fire  they  could  make,  ind 
carried  Ler  fafe  into  the  harbour  of  Gibraltar,  On  the  twenty 
^th  of  the  fame  month  he  chafed,  and  came  up  with  ano- 
ther French  (hip,  called  the   Content^  that  carried   fixty 
four  guns.     The  captain  of  her,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
fight  the  Englijh  (hips,  got  as  foon  as  he  could  under  the 
cannon  of  a  little  cafile,  about  eight  leagues  wefl  of  Ame- 
riay  where   he  crept  as  clofe  as  it  was  pofliblc  to  the  (horc. 
Captain  Cony  anchored  before  him,  and  ordered   the  Mil- 
ford  and  Fowey  to  do  the  fame,  the  one  a-head,  the  other 
a-ftern.     They  plied  their  guns  for  about  three  hours  very 
briskly,  and  then  the  French  fhip  took  fire,  blew  up,  and 
deftroyed  moft  of  her  men.     This  {hip  had  been  detach  j 
by  M.  Villars^  to  bring  the   before-mentioned  fliip  from 
Malaga^,     Some   time  after  captain  Cony  took  another 

French 


t  Burchet,  Ledlard ;  but  both  their  accoiuitu  are  taken  from 
the  London  Gazecce,  No.  4298.  .   ,..  . 


i 


46a    NJVuiL    MISTORl 


Frtnch  (hip,  called  thts  Mfrrfy-.  of  lorty  tyyo  guiu,  wlijch 
th«  /^rriTf^  king  had  lent  ch4  merchants,  and  which  at  thplfr 
cxp6nce  W9&  fitted  out  as  a  privateer ". 

I  (hould  1)0 w  proceed  to  rerume  the  hiftory  of  a^atrs  in 
the  Ifyi-Indinsj    but  that  there  remains  a  remarl^able  acr 
lion  or  two  m  Europe^  which  I  think  deserve  potice,  ao^ 
therefore  I  have  fet  them  down  here,  in  the  clpfe  of  th« 
year,  by  themfelves,  not  finding  it  (o  eafy  to  reduce  them 
to  any  particular  iervice.     On  the  nineteeoth  of  jfprUt  th<t 
jRi/oIktioH,  a  feventy^gun  Ihip,    commanded    by  capt^t) 
Merdaunt^  youngeft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Pttirbvrough,  having 
his  father  on  board,    and  his  catbolick   fiiajeft)^  envoy 
te  the  duke  of  Savty^   fell   in  with,  fix   large  Oiips  of 
the  enemy,  in  his  pafTa^c  to  Oenoa  -,  the  esyrl  of  Peurhirough 
perceiving  the  danger,  defued  that  himfelf,  and  the  Spanijh 
envoy,  might  be  put  on  board  a  fmail  frigate,  caUed  the  ■ 
Entti-prixe  \    for  as  he  took  his  bufinefs  then  to  oe  nego- 
tiating, not  fighting,  he  was  v^^lling  to  efcapc  to  Ofiegliay 
if  it  waii  poiTihle,    which  accorcli:^;^  to  his  ufual  good  for- 
tune he  was  fo  lucity  as  to  cfFed.      Fhe  Milfordy  a  fifth 
late,  whicn  w^  have  lately  mentioned    was  likewife  with 
captain  Mordaunt^  but  ieeing  the  danger,  ran  from  it,  and 
efcaped.     On  the  twentieth  the  weather  proved  v^ry  bad, 
fo  that  the  Refilution  was  '\n  part  di(abled,   which  g^ve  the 
tmfsxy  an  uppoitunity  of  coming  up  with  her 3  upon  which 
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«  Mr.  fecretary  Burchet  fays,  this  happened  on  the  8th  pf 
Joly ;  bur  mr.  Lediard  conjeftured  very  nghtly,  that,  inflead 
of  July.  s£  tiiv^uld  have  been  January  i  aud  To  it  appears  by  ti)e 
accoum  v/fe  r^vc^  oi  (.his  cranladiion  in  the  Gazette,  No.  4304, 
where  the  artiCie  is  "lated  from  Li/bon,  February  9,  N.  S. 
which  is  one  prr  jI  otk.  of  many  oi  the  wretched  incorredlineft 
of  this  naval  ':iftoj7,  as  to  dates,  in  which  one  would  have 
expeded  from  1^4  author's  ilation*  reciarkable  regularity  and 
exa^tii,e.(>. 
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captain  Mtriaunt^  by  advice  of  his  oflfictt'S,  retblved  to  run 
her  afhore,  having  reteivcd  a  great  6ki\  of  damage  in  the 
engagsmetit.     Aboot  three  in  the  afternoon  he  tifeAed 
this,  and  ran  her  aground    in  a  f^ndy  bay,  within  a  third 
of  a  cable's  liength  of  the  land,    and  direAly  under  the 
cannon  of  the  caftle  of  VentimigUa,  belonging  to  the  Gf 
noife^    who  notwithftanding  gave  them  no  afHftance.     A- 
bout  half  an  hour  after  four,  captain  A^drdawa^  'being 
^ifabled  by  a  (hbi  in  his  thigh,  was  carried  on  Ihore,  but 
would   not  retire  far  from  his  fliip  ;    and  about  five  the 
French  commodore  manned  out  all  the  boats  of  his  fi^Qadron, 
in  order  to  bo^rd  the  Refoiution,  under  the  fire  of  one  of 
their  feventy- guns  (hips,  which  plied  dtirs  warmly  all  the 
while ,  but  the  Refoluti^^  even  in  the  condition  (he  was  in, 
gave  them  fuch  a  reception,  as  obliged  them  to  return  to 
their  re^t^live  (hips.    On  the  twenty  fiift  about  half  an 
hour  paft  fix  in  the  morning,   one  of  the  enemy's  (Kips  of 
eighty  guns  weighing  her  anchor,    brought  to  under  the 
Rffolution's  ilern,  and  about  nine  a  clock,  a  fpring  being 
put  under  the  cable,  (he  lay  with  her  brnadfide  towards  her, 
while  (he  at  the  fame  time  looked  with  her  head  right 
into  the  (hore,    fo  that  it  was  not  poflible  to  bring  any 
more  guns  to  b^ar  upon^hc  French  (hip,  than  thofe  of  her 
item  chafe  ;  and  the  others  being  within  lefs  than  gun>(hoc, 
and  the  water  coming  into  the  Refilution  as  high  as  hergurr- 
deck,  captain  Mordaunt  fent  to  his  officers  for  their  opinion 
what  was  fitting  to  be  done  ;  and  purfuant  to  their  advice, 
he  gave  them  dire£tions  to  fet  her  immediately  on  fire 
which  they  did  about  elevrn  a  clock,  after  the  men  were 
aU  put  on  (bore  ,    and  by  three  in  the  afteinoon  (he  was 
burnt  to  the  water's  Edge  w.  Im 

w  Burchct,  Lediard,    complcai   hiilory  of  fiuropc,    for   the 
year  1706. 
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In  the  month  of  November,  a  fingular  adventure  hap- 
pened to  the  Lisbon  packet-boat,  which  was  taken  by  a 
Dunkirk  privateer  of  confidcrable  force.  The  mate,  who 
bad  the  care  of  the  packet,  hid  it  when  the  privateer  ap- 
peared firft  in  fight,  and  being  foon  after  killed,  the  captain 
threw  over  a  cheft  of  papers,  with  a  weight  of  lead,  juft  as 
the  enemy  boarded  him,  which  they  took  for  the  mail, 
and  therefore  did  not  make  fo  Ari<^  a  fearch  as  other  wife 
tbey  would  have  done.  At  fea  they  were  feparated  from 
the  privateer,  which  gave  eleven  Englijh  failors  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rifing  upon  fifteen  Frenchmen,  making  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  veflel,  and  carrymg  her  into  the  7exel, 
where  the  government  letters  were  happily  found,  fowed 
up  in  an  oil-skin  cafe,  and  thrownl*into>a  water-cask.  We 
ended  our  lail  account  of  affairs  in  the  IVeJi- Indies  with  the 
leturn  of  admiral  Graydonh  fquadron  from  thence :  it  \% 
DOW  requifite  that  we  (hould  enter  into  a  detail  of  what 
pafTed  in  thofe  parts,  from  that  time  to  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1706  x. 

Tu  £  Complaints  which  had  been  made  in  almoft  every 
&flion  of  parliament,  of  mifcarriages  and  mifdemeanors 
in  the  IVeJi- Indies^  engaged  the  miniftry  to  make  choice  of 
fir  WiHiam  JVhetJione  to  go  thither  with  a  fquadron  of 
fcven  r>  -:n  of  war,  in  order  to  fettle  affairs  after  the  ra- 
vages which  they  had  an  account  had  been  committed  in 
thofe  parts.  He  failed  accordingly  with  the  trade  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1705,  and  arrived,  on  the  feventb  of 
May^  fafely  at  Jamaica,  There  he  foon  received  intelli- 
gence, that  a  ftout  fquadron  of  the  enemies  (hips  was  on 
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the  Cbift  of  H'lfpaniola^  and  that  fcveral  rich  (hips  were 
fpeedily  expected  from  the  coaft  of  New  Spain,  Upon  thisy 
he  ordered  the  fquadron  to  be  put  in  a  pofture  of  failing  as 
foon  as  poffible,  and  having  left  a  fufiicient  convoy  for  the 
protciaibn  of  tlie  homcvard-bound  fleet,  he  failed^  on  the 
fixth  bf  ytfw/',  for  the  %«f}«»  coaft  y.  •!  "'^•''     •-**• 

On  the  fere ntcenth  of  the  fame  month,    being  then 
within  fight  of  Carthagenay  he  chafed  a  (hip,  which  in  the 
night  ran  in  among  the  Samhay  Keys,  where  were  very 
uncertain  foundings  and  fhoal  water,  infumuth^  that  the 
Bri/ioly  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  came  on  ground,  but  was  got 
cfi  with  Utile  or  no  damage  -,  however,  (he  came  iip  With 
the  French  (hip,  and  after  two  hours  dif^ut*  With  thofe 
that  wee  nearcft  to  her,  ftie  fubmitted.     She  had  forty  fix 
guns  mbuDted,  and  carried  out  with  her  three  hui  dred  aind 
fcventy  rhen ;  but '  buried  all   but  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
unlefs  it  were  a  few  they  had  put  into  prizes.     She  ^brought 
fix  hundred  and  forty  negroes  from  Guiney,   of  which  two 
hundred  and  forty  died,  and  moft  of  the  reft  were  put  on 
(hore  at  Martinuo,  the  ifland  of  St,  Thomas  and  Santa 
Martha,   for  they  had  heard  that  a  fquadron  of  EngUJh 
(hips,  w7iB  in  the  JP^t'J^-Mdies.     The  rear-admiral  plying  to 
the  eaftward,difcovered  oflFthe  river  Grande  two  fail,  clofe 
in  with  the  land,  one  of  which  being  forced  on  (hore, 
was  burnt  by  her  own  men,  being  a  privateer  fitted  out  at 
AiartinicOf   to  difturb  our  trade.     The  coaft  being  thus 
alarmed,  and  no  profpe^  of  any  immediate  fervice,  he- 
returned  to  Jamaica  ;   but  appointed  three  of  the  beft 
failers  to  cruize  twenty  days  off  Jnigada,  in  the  windward- 
pafTagc,  for  the  French  in  their  return  home,  it  being  the 
ufual  time  for  them  to  go  from  Petit  Guavas,  Port  de  Paix, 

Vol  III.  G  g  and 

yBurchet,  Lediard,  complcat  hiftory  of  Europe  for  1706, 
Mtrcure  hiftorique,  &:c. 
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and  Other  piaces ;  but  tho(e  (bipg  joined  him  again  without 
any  Tucccfss. 

On  bis  return  io  yamaicay   he  had  intelligence  of  a 
rich  ihip  bound  from  Carthagtna  to  Port  Liwis,  and  in 
order  to  taike  this,  he  detached  the  Montagut  and  the  HeSfor^ 
who  though    they  mi^Ted  their  intended  prize,    brought 
in  H  Frtnch  (hip  of  twenty  four  guns,   laden  with  fugar, 
indigo,  and  hides.     Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  fame 
month,  the  rear-admiral  put  to  fca,  in  order  to  cruize  off 
Uifpankta^  where  he  met  with  fucb  a  ftorm  as  forced  him 
back  to  Jamaica  in  a  very  diftreiTed  condition.     While 
the  fhips»  particularly  his  own,,  were  r(;iitting,    the  Mon- 
taguit  a  (ixty  gun  (hip,  was  fent  to  cruize  on  the  cotft  of 
HifpamoUi^  where  he  met  with  two  Frtnch  (hips,  one  of 
forty  eight,  the  other  of  thirty  dx  guns,  'and  the  captain 
bravely  engaged  them  both  till  be  lofl  them  ia  the  night. 
The  next  lUorning  he  had  fight  of  them  again,  ai>d  would 
willingly  have  renewed  the  engagement  but  his  oiEcers  and 
feamen  were  not  in  the  humour  to  fight,  and  fo  the  Frtnch- 
men  efcaped.     The  captain  (whole  name  mr.  Burchet  hath 
not  thought  fit  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity,    though  for  what 
reafon  I  eanttoti  imagine)  on  his  rettirn  to  Jamaica ^  com- 
plained to  the  admiral^  and  brought  the  whole  affair  under 
the  examination  of  a  court-martial,  where  it  fully  appeared* 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and 
he  was  thereupon  honourably  ac<|uitted  ;    but;  as  for  his 
officers  they  were  broke,  as  they  well  deferved,  and  many 
of  his  Teamen  punifhed  *.     The  admiral  in  the  mean  time, 
to  rectify  thia  miftake  as  far  as  he  was  able,  fent  two  fourth 
rates,  the  BriJI^  and  the  Fcli/ione,  in  queil  of  them  y  they 
fell  in  with  them  and  their  convoy ;  they  behaved  very 

antly  in  feizing  the  defencelefs  merchant-men :    but 
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'^Au^lfi'hey  W^^  it  abrolutcly  iri  tlWlr  poWef  to  WVc  feught 
at  leaft,  if  not  to  have  taken  Cne  men  oF  war»  \\\ty  let  them 
Hip  through  their   hands,  whh  half  the  fleet  of  merchant' 
men  i    for  which  fcandalous  ndgle£l,    the  fenior  officer, 
whofe  ,name  is  again   mi/Iing  in   mr.  Burchet\  hiftory, 
but  which  I  have  reafori  to  believe  was  Anderfon^  came  to 
be'  tried,  broke,  and  rendered  Incapable  to  fefve  at  lea  *». 
lam  stxy  dirry  that  a  more  particul.ir  detail  of'thefe  aJfFairs 
cannot  be  had,    becaufe  t,he  fupport  of  hiftory  is  the  be- 
flowing  jud  praifcs  on   worthy  men,  and  fetting  fuch  a 
mark  of  difgrace  on  men  of  another  character  as  they  de- 
ferve.     A   little  after  thefc  unlucky  accidents,    while  the 
admiral  was  detained,  for  want  of  ftores,  at  Jamaica^  the 
Srffolkf  where  his  flag  w^s  flying,  by  fomc  unfortunate 
miftake  or  other,  which  I  think  was  never  accounted  for, 
blew  up  in  the  gun-room,  where  moft  of  the  qfien  were 
killed,  and  feven^y  more  in  their  hammocks  were  (o  burnt, 
that  moft  of  them  died.    When  things  were  once  more  put 
in  order,    he  (ailed   for  the  coaft  of  Hi/yanioia,  and  had 
thoughts  of  ftreiching  over  again  to   the  maifi,    v/ith  a 
view  to  have  fent  the  orders  of  his  catholick  majefty,  king 
Cbarlts  III.  to  the  governor  of  Carthagena  j  but  finding 
this  impracticable,  and  himfelf  much  too  weak  to  undertake 
any  thing  againfl  the  French  in  thofe  Teas,  he  teturneU  again 
10  Jamaica  c.  G  g  2  I 

b  Mr.  Oldmixon,  who  was  the  author  of  the  Britifti  empire 
in  America,  vol.  ii.  p.  314.  gives  us  the  following  account. 
The  Brillol  and  lolkllOne,  met  with  ten  fail  of  merchant  menj 
bound  from  Petit  Guavas  to  Fnuice*  under  convoy  of  two 
French  men  of  War,  one  of  four  and  twenty,  and  another  of 
thirty  Guns,  out  of  which,  captain  Anderfon>  commodore  of 
the  Engli[h,  took  fix  merchant-men,  laden  with  fugar,  cocoa, 
cochineal,  and  indigo,  and  brought  them  to  Jamaica.  When 
he  arrived,  admiral  Whetllone  held  a  court-martial,  and  cap- 
tain Anderfon,  with  the  other  oflicersy  were  condemned  to  !of« 
rhcireortimifllorts  for  not  engaging  the  French  mea  of  war. 

cBurchet,  &c. 
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^  -    I  do  not  find  in  any  of  the  accounts  that  I  have  met 
with,  that  fir  IVilliam  Whetjione  was  fo  much  as  fufpefted 
of  being  wantin^^  in  his  duty  j  but  fo  it  was,  that  through 
neglefts  of  our  Admiralty,  and  a  mercenary  fpirit  in  fome 
of  our  governors  of  colonies,   and  captains  of  men  of  war, 
things  were  fallen  into  fuch  diftradlion  in  the  Weji-Indiei, 
that  we  were  not  either  in  a  condition  to  hurt  the  enemy's 
fettlements,  or  able  fo  much  as  to  defend  our  own.    The 
truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  great  fleets  we  fitted  out  every 
year  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  cruizers  that  were  ne- 
ceiTary  upon  our  own  coafts,  took  up  fo  many  (hip?,  that  it 
was  fcarce  poflible  to  fupply  the  demands  of  the  WeJiAndies 
properly.     The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  had  fome  very 
fignal  advantages;  for  after   fir  George  Rookc  had  taught 
them,  that  fea-fights  were  not  for  their  advantage,  they 
<had  recourfe  to  their  old  trade  of  carrying  on  a  pyratic 
Vrar  J  and  as  they  had  little  trade  to  prote6l,  and  many 
good  {hips,  they  were  able  to  furnifh  out  ftout  fquadro'js 
-for  this  purpofe.     Add  to  all  that  has  been  faid,  the  great 
concerns  they  had  in  the  Weji-lndies,  where  now  not  only 
the  French,  but  the  Spanijh  Settlements  were  immediately 
under  their  care,  and  where,  as  France  had  the  free  ufe  Of 
the  ports,  fo  (he  had  the  dire£tion  alfo  of  the  naval  force 
of  both  nations,  without  which  (he  could  never  have  car. 
ried  on  the  war  •>. 
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*  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  the  reader  thefe  reflexions  as  my 
own,  becaufe  I  am  very  fenfible  that  they  have  been  made  before 
by  other  writers.  All  the  merit  that  1  would  aflume,  is,  that 
of  introducing  them  properly,  and  fo  as  to  prove  v  hat  it  cer- 
tainly imports  us  much  to  know,  that  the  French  are  as  vi- 
gilant in  making  the  moft  of  every  advantage,  as  we  are  ge- 
nerally backward  in  ufing  fuch  opportunities  as  our  fituation  and 
naval  force  afford  j  for  I  think  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  never 
any  people  had  fo  many  fine  fliips,  and  fuch  a  multitude  of 
brav«  feamen,  and  yet  employed  them  to  fo  very  little  purpofe. 
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fi  The  driving  out  the  Englijh  from  the  Letward'iJJands^ 
^as  the  point  the  French  had  moft  in  view,  and  having 
a  very  exa<ft  account  of  our  condition  there,  the  governor 
of  St.  Domingo^  M.  Iberville^  had  orders  to  affift  in  an 
attempt  that  was  to  be  made  on  St.  Chri/fopher's.  It  is 
in  truth  a  very  difficult  thing  to  give  a  fair  account  of 
tnis  matter,  fincQ  the  French  magnify  it,  and  fuchofour 
writers  as  have  taken  any  notice  of  it,  have  done  all  they 
could  to  leflen  and  difparage  it.  The  moft  probable  rela* 
tion  that  I  have  met  with  amongft  many,  fets„  the  af- 
fair in  this  light.  The  count  de  Chavagnac,  with  afmaU 
fquadron  of  French  men  of  war,  attacked  the  ifland  of 
St.  Chrlftopher^^  in  the  month  of  March,  where  they 
burnt  and  plundered  feverat  plantations  j  but  wben  they 
came  to,  attack .  the  caftle,  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs.j 
They  would,  however,  in  all  probability,  have  carried 
their  point  at  laft,  if  the  governor  of  Barbadoes,  on  in- 
telligence of  what  had  happened,  had  not  fent  down  thir.r 
ther  a  floop,  with  intelligence  to  the  governor,  that  a 
fquadron  from  England  was  coming  to  his  relief.  This 
reaching  the  ears  of  the  French,  as  it  was  intended  it 
ftiould,  they  embarked  in  Jiafte,  after  having  done  ^ 
great  deal  of  mifchief ;  but  nQthi»>g  comparable,  to  what 
the  French  writers  fay  « .  Bi^t  unluckily  for  us;  before 
count  de  Chavagnac  failed,  count  Iberville  joined  htm  with 
his  fquadron,  fo  that  they  had  now  five  ftout  men  of  war, 

fome  frigates,  and  twenty   (jqops,.  with  •  which  they   re- 

G  g  3  folved 

e  Father  Daniel,  in  his  journal  of  the  reign  of  I.^wis  XIV". 
p.  236.  computes  the  plunder  of  St.  Chriftppher's.-at  3»oqo,ooq 
of  French  money;  or  1 50,000  pounds  of  ours  ;  which  is,  I 
think,  incredible  j  efpecially,  if  the  French  retired  in  fome  kind 
of  Conftcrnation  ;  and  that  they  did  is  pretty  certain,  fmce  the 
count  de  Chavagnac  was  queftioned  ^bout  it  whep  h^e  returned 
to  France. 
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folved  to  attach  Nevis.  "Th^y  linded  in  Green-Bay  in  the 
evening  of  the  twenty  fccond  of  the  fame  month,  which 
was  Good  piidfly  \  and  they  puflied  their  fucceft  fo  briskly, 
that  by  the  twenty -fourth,  vvhich  was  Eajler  Sunday^  the 
i/ihabitants  m^e  a  capitu'ation,  by  which  they  promifed 
to  deliver  up  all  their  negroes,  and  to  procure  a  number 
of  prifoners,  equal  to  that  pf  themfelves,  to  be  fet  at  li- 
berty in  Europe,  in  confideration  of  thgr  not  being  ta- 
ken ofF  the  ifland.  Our  Gazette  fays,  that  the  French 
broke  thefe  articles,  by  treating  them  barbaroufly,  burn- 
ins  their  tioufes  and  fugar-works,  and  other  aflions  of 
the  like  riatufe.  But  otJier  accounts  fay,  that  the  inha- 
bitants could  not  comply  with  their  capitulation,  becaufe 
the  negro'es  retired  into  the  mountains,  ftood  on  their  de- 
fence, and,  when  attacked,  killed  a  great  -ntjmber  of 
th^  French.  Upon  this  the  inhabitants  cjrme  to  a  new 
agreement  on  the  fixth  of  Jpril,  in  which  they  undertook 
to  deliver  to  the  French^  in  lefs  than  fix  montlis,  one  thou- 
fand-  four  hundred  negroes,  or  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight ;  upon  which  the  French  retired, 
carrying  off  with  them'moft  of  the  effe"(5fs,  and  a  great 
number  of  negroes,  but  fewer  certainly  than  feven  thou- 
fandj'is'a  Ftench  hiftoria'rt  'tofnputes  them"';  A  little  afte^ 
this  tinfortunate  accident,  commoddre  /Tis-r  arrived  with  a 
confi^^raBle  force  in  the  Leeward- IJlandi,  iartd  having 
ftationod  feyeral  ftiips  accohiihg  to  his  inftrii6Wons,  he  bore 
away  with  the  f eft  for  Jdmaiiay  Which  was  then  thofight 
to  be  in  danger  from  the.  junction  of  Uervi/lis  kiuadron 
Ajrith  that  of  Ducaffe  g,         c  5  '  '  Jn 

'-         '.  •  -       ■  '  ■  -  I        I'       I      ■  ■    '     .  ";.,  I  I    ...        . 

^  Mdft'df  thefe  particulars  I  have  drawn  fro^i  a,  private. 
Iclt-ei:  Vntfcti  by  a  planter,  but  ccn  days  after  the.'laft  capi£Ur:| 
L-jtiori'  'Tj\'e  ihquifitive  rea(der  ir^ay  co;)fult  the  gazette,  N.Q." 
4^4?.  Buxchet,  the  compleat  hiftorv  of  Eurot)e  for  1 706^  and 
the  Eritifh  epipire  in  Airierica.^  ;;  f)3iIloire^4e5t,,Ppmin^ue, 
yol.  iv.  p.  ii2.  Burchet,  bldmijcohV      '    -'  - 
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'^ '  In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral  WhHjime  fitjled  witl;^  a 
few  (hips  from  Jamaica^  in  hopes  of  attacking.  Z)4<f<a^,  bp- 
fore  he  was  joined  by  the  fuccours  he  expected.  But  this 
dcfign  being  defeated  by  bad  weather,  he  returned  tp  y^i- 
.ma'tca  about  the  middle  pf  fHiy^  and  towards  the  latter  e<id 
of  the  fame  month  was  joined  by  commodore  K«r^  with 
the  fquadron  under  his  command.  There  being  now  fo 
confiderable  a  force,  the  admiral  was  very  defirogs  thatfome 
thing  fhould  be  attempted  capable  of  blet^in^out  the  memo- 
ry of  paft  miftakes,  and  worthy  of  the  ^r//j/&  nation.  Aft?r 
mature  deliberation,  it  was  reiblved  to  proceed  to  Carth^- 
gena^  where  they  knew  the  galleons  were^  in  order  to  try 
what  efibSs  king  Charlis's  letters  would  produce,  and  whe- 
ther the  governor  might  not  be  wrought  upon  by  our  fuc- 
ceffes  in  Europt^  to  own  him  for  his  rightful  fovercign  in 
,Amer'ica,  With  this  view  fir  Wtlliam  JVhetJione  and  cap- 
tain Ker  failed  from  Jajnaicja  on  the  e'ghch  of  Auguji^ 
and  on  the  eighteenth  arrived  before  Garthagena^  and  fent 
in  a  pacquet  to  the  governor.  At  firft  he  trifled  a  little, 
and  gave  evafive  anfwers,  but  when  more  clofely  preflcd, 
he  declared  roundly,  that  he  knevir  no  other  prince  than 
Philip  V.  and  that  no  other  he  would  obey.  There  were 
at  that  time  in  the  port  fourteen  large  galleons,  lying  cloie 
in  Wilfh  the  city,  and  unrigged.  The  admiral  was  for  At- 
tempting to  hurt,  them,  but  the  pilots  declared,  that  $^ny 
fuch  deftgn  would  be  found  impra£ticablc,  urdefs  we  Wiese 
lirft  in  poflcffion  of  iStfrra^/V^  caftle,  and- the  other  forti, 
pnd  even  in  that  cafe  it  wai  very  doubtful  whether  (hjps 
•  of  fp  great  a  fize  as  theirs  could  get  in  b .  Th^n  it  was  ta- 
ken into  confideratio<j,  v^hat  further  fervice  mi^t  4)e  done:, 
•nd  the  refult  of  this  was,  a  refolu.tion  to  fcfturn  to  Ja- 
■y>-.  G  g  4  maka : 

pi  •  I  III         r        111       II  ■— i^n^^M— — — —iwi^wtggg 

^^'    it  Burchet,  Ledi^d,  Britiih  empire  in  America.     .    . 
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*•  maica  j  from  whence,  as  foon  as  the  trade  was   ready,  the 
*4'car-admiral  w?  to  convoy  them  home,  and   commodore 
'••  JSu?r  to  remain  behind  in  order  to  take  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  fore    left  in   the  If^eji- Indies.     This  fchemc 
^  was  immediately  put  in  execution,  and  upon  their  return, 
'fir  JVtUiam  made  all  poffible  difpatch  in  order  to  get  home 
^  in  time ;  and  accordingly  leaving  the  ifland  the  latter  end 
of  OSfober,  he  arrived  at  Plymouth  on  the  twenty  third  of 
•  December^  1706,  with  the  Sujfolk^  Brijial^  Referve^  and 
'Vulcan  fire-lhip,  and  a  fleet  of  merchani^men  under  his 
convoy,  having  been  long  abrt>ad,  and    performed  little, 
"though  no  man  m  the  fervice  had  ftiewn  a  greater  fpirit  of 
aflivity,  before  his  being  fent  oil  this  PFeJi-India  cxpe- 
ilition  '.       ''  "*^"  ^*'*^*^  ?'   "^  ioa  liV^nu  vin-suor^  zmimi 

The  fquadron,  which  commodore   JTfr  brought  intb 
.the  JfeJi-lndieSf  conHfted  of  fix  (hipr.  of  the   line,  three  . 
frigates,  and  a  fire-lhip,     WitL   this  force  he  flietched 
over  from  'Jamaica  to  the  coaft  of  llifpaniola^  from  thence 
to  the  main,  where  he  cruized  till  the  fourth  of  September ; 
( and  then  the  winds  proving  northerly,  he  returned  to  i^^ 
patuola,  on  the  coaft  of  which   iiland  he  held  a  council  of 
"War,  in  order  to  determine,  whether  it  might  not  be 
practicable  tofurprize  Port  Lewis  ?  but  the  pilots  not' be- 
ing well  acquainted  with  the  entrance  into  that  port^  it 
was  rcfolved  to  proceed  diredly  to  Petit  Guavas,  and  to  - 
go  to  the  northward  of  the  ifland  of  Guanaua,  in  order    , 
the  better  to  prevent  their  c'cfign  from  being  difcovered. 
On  the  thirteenth  of  September  he  detached  captain  Boyce, 
in  the  Dunkirk  prize,  with  all  the  boats  in  the  fquadron 
manned  and  armed,  with  orders  to  range  along  the  bays 

of 
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of  Leogane  and  P^tit  Guavas^  in  the  night,  with  all  ima- 
ginable care  £ind  caution,  and  fo  to  djCppfe  th^mfelves  as. 
ibit  they  mightdeilioy  the  eoemy.'s  fhipa  in  either  of  thofqf 
roads,  and  be  able  to  ritturn  to  ihe  (qiiadron  next  morningi 
Qn  a  fignal  given.  But  bow  welt  fq^ver  this  ieheme  might : 
b^ilatd,  it  milcjiirried  through;  the  ill  conduct  of  fome  of^ 
the  bfficers,  who  running  in  too  n6ar  the  fhore,  alarmed, 
the  inhabitants  tpfu0h.a  degree,  thatafty  firther  attempt. 
Was  rendered  impradicable  ki  m  uixUij^i  ii  iImW  bjli«»i  ud 
•  viUpon  this .difappointment,  coraOiodor^  AVr  returned i 
to  yamaica  in  order  to  refit  his  viiiTers,..  and  to  repair  thei 
damage  he  had  fuftained  in  this  unfortunate  expedition. 
But  while  he  was  thus  employed,  he  was  attacked  by  a: 
new  and  greater  evil,  occaftoned  by  a  mortality  which, 
prevailed  among  the.  feamen,  and  that  to  fuch  a  degree,  as ; 
in'a  manner  difabled  him  from  any  further  fervice.  The\ 
merchants,  however,  who  fufFered  for  want  of  ihips  tO) 
proteii  them,  lofing  abundance  of  floops,  laden  withfiivCTju 
upon  the  Spanijh  coafts|  began  to  compJain  loudly  of  thcj 
commodore's  co^duiB;;  and  even  went  fo  far,  as  to  ^^ti^{ 
home  an  agent,  who  had  inftrudtioos  tp  lay  the  matter  bcr; 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons,  where,  after  a  full  and  fajc/ 
examination,  this  officer's  behaviour  received  a  cenfure^} 
in  confequence  of  which  he  was.  laid  afide.  In  the  mean{ 
time  the  command  in  the  Wejl-lndiei  fell  into  th6  handf^ 
of  fir  yohn  Jennings,  who  had  been  detached  for  that, 
purpofe,  with  a  confiderable  fquadron  from  the  Sireights, 
But  as  his  proceedings  belong  to  the  fucceeding  year,  wci 
mud  refer  the  reader  to  the  laft  volum^)  for  an  acjcount  of:; 
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We  muft,  before  we  leave  Jamaica^  take  notice  of  a 
difappointment  the  enemy  met  with  in  attacking  Carolina, 
The  French  had  long  had  their  eyes  on  our  northern  colo- 
nies, which   were  then  in  a  very  flourifliing  condition  ; 
amongft  other  projedts  that  M,  IbervilU  had  been  furniftied 
with,one  was  the  attacking,  and  as  far  as  it  (hould  be  in 
his  power,  deflroying  the  province  oi  Carolina.     When 
therefore  he  had  finifhed  his  defigns  in  the  Leeward- IJlands- 
he  failed  with  a  fquadron  of  fix  men  of  war,  and  feveral 
tranfports  for  South  Carolina.     He  made  a  defcent  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Charles-Town  with  abaut  eight  hundred 
and  Hfty  folJiers  and  feamen,  and  fent  an  officer  to  fum-< 
mon  the  governor  to  furrender  the  city  and  colony  to  the 
French  king,  telling  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would 
allow  him  but  an  hour  to  confider  of  it.     Sir  Henry  John" 
f§n  told  him,  that  was  much  too  long  a  fpace,  for  that  be 
did  not  want  half  a  minute  to  refolve  on  doing  his  duty^- 
and  that  therefore  he  was  at  liberty   to  return,  and  tell 
thoie  that  fent  him,  that  the  Englijh         ^  not  to  be  fright- 
ncd  with  words,  for  they  (hould  faoi.  .^ad,  that  they  were 
able  to  return  blows.     Upon  this  followed   an  attack,  in 
which  the  French  met  with  fo  vigorous  a  refiftance,  that 
they  were  glad  to  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  three  hundred 
killed,  drowned,  or  taken  j  and  among  the  latter  ten  offi- 
cers, viz.  their  chief  commander  at  land,  his  lieutenant, 
three  captarins  of  (hips,  four  lieutenants,  and   a  mafter, 
who  together  offered  teh  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  for  their, 
ranfoms.  One  of  the  Fr^^^fhips  having  ventured  to  jpake 
a-dcfcent  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  from  Charles-Towtt^ 
the  governor  fent  a  detachment  of  miliiia  to  the  affiftan^g 

^^'ti- :___  -        -  • ■" 


parliament  in  the  year  1 707,  where  we  i^iall  however  be  ob-^ 
Kged  to  refume  ft,  and  wTiete  the  reader  wfll  hare 'ft  more  par- 
ticular account  of  what  the  offences  were,  with  which  thi§ 
gentleman  was  charged. 
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of  the  planters,  who  were  fo  lucky  as  to  make  thenireivcs 
mafters  of  the  flilp,  with  all  its  crow,  which  confided  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  men  "»/'       '^  "  ' ,  , 

•  The  French  had  alfo  fome  dcfigris' upon  Keiu  forJt^  of 
which  we  had  fo  early  intelligence  in  England^  that  lord 
Cornbury,  eldeft  fon  to   the  carl   of  C/arindon^  was  fcnt 
over  to  take  upon  him  the  government;  and  he  finding  all 
things  in  great  confufion,  and  the  few  fortrefles  in  that 
country  running  to  ruin,  firft  obtained  from  the  aflembly 
a  confiderable  fupply  for   thai  fervice,  and  then  ordered  a 
general  embargo  to  be  laid,  which  enabled  him  to  employ 
fifteen  hundred  men,  in  working  on  their  fortifications; 
fo  that  they  were  in  a  very  (hort  time  put  into  a  good  puf- 
ture  of  defence,  and  all  the  views  of  the  enemy  difappointed 
on  that  fide.     We  had  not,  however,  as  great  fuccefs  in 
bringing  home  the  Vtrginia  fleet,  part  of  which  fell  intd 
the  hands  of  the  French  privateers,  and  the  reft  were  fepa-' 
ratcd  by  a  ftorm,  which  occafiotied  great  apprehenfions 
and  uneafinefies  about  them  j  but  moft  of  them,  notwilh- 
{landing,  arrived  at  laft  fafe,  in  the  weftern  ports.     The 
merchants,  however,  raifed  loud   complaints  agaiftft  the 
AdmiraUy^  who  had  now,  in  a  great  meafurc,  loft  their 
intereft  in  the^houfe  of  commons'^;  fothat  whatever  char- 
ges wfipe  i^rought  againft  them,  they  had  all  the  encou- 
ragement that  could  be  expected,  and  the  merchants  Were 
left  at  full  liberty  to  produce  their  witnefles,  Slud  to  make 
out  all  that  they  could  j  which,  though  it  "afForded  no  re- 
medy to  th^fe  m'ifchicft,  yet  it  took  the  weight  off  the  mi- 
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niftry,  and  gave  the  nation  general  fatisfa^lion,  as  all  eiw 
.jquiries,  ftri(^Iy  and  impartially  profecuted,  ever  muft  ■«  •  ^ 
We  are  now,  according  to  the  method   hitherto  pur- 
fued  in  this  work,  to  give  the  reader  an  account  of  the 
meafures  taken  for   the  fupplying   the  fervice  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year  ;  and  this,  the  fuccefs  attending  the  war  both 
by  Tea  and  land,  enables  us  to  do  in  a  very  fhort   fpace. 
The  queen  opened    the  felfions  on  the  third  of  December^ 
ljo(>,  with  a  mod  gracious  fpeech,  wherein  (be  took  no*, 
tice  of  what  had  been  already  done,  and  of  the   reafuns 
which  obliged  her  to  defire,  that  as  great  difpatch  as  poffi- 
ble  might  be  given  to  the  fupplies  j  and  how  much  weight 
her  majefty's  recommendation  had,  will  appear  from  hence, 
that  though  they  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  five  millions 
eight  hundred  ninety  three  thoufand  three'hundred  eighty 
one  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  and  three   pence  three  far* 
things,  yet  they  were  voted  in  lefs   than  a  week  i  (o  that 
the  queen  came  on  the  twenty  6rfi  to  thp  houfe  of  peers, 
and  having  fcnt  for  the  commons,  the  fpeaker  prefented  the 
bills,  and  in  his  fpeech   on  that  occafion,  took  notice, 
*'  That  as  the  glorious  vi6itory  obtained   by  the  duke  of 
*'  Mau'lhrough  at  Ramillies,  was  To  furpriaing,  that\  the 
"^  battle  was  fought  before  it  could  be  thought  the  armies 
«  could  he  in  the  field,  fo  it  was  no  Icfs  furprizipg,  that 
'*  the  commons  had  granted   fupplies  to  her  majef^y  be- 
*'  fore  the  enemy  coujd  well  know  that  her  parliament 
•<  wa^  Attingo."         ...^l-'-^^^^-'M,...^- ■i^.A^i'-^^MU't^i,^ 
This  care  of  the  public  thus  fhewn,  tjje  houfe  went 
into  the  confideration  of  the  feveral  expeditions  executed 

within  .tbe-compafs  of  the  preceding  year,  and  after  a 
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long  debate,  on  the  twenty  feventh  of  January^  iii  rela-^ 
tion  to  the  method  of  carrying  on  the  war  in  5^/«,  it  was 
carried  on  the    .^ueftion  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  again  ft  one  hundred  and  fifty,  that  the  feveral  fums 
of  money,  for  the  extraordinary  fcrvices  for  the  year  1706, 
which    had   been    agreed   to    by    this  houfe,    had    been 
advanced  and  expended   for  the  prefervaiion   of  the  duke 
of  Savoy ^  for   the  intereft  of  king  Charles  Til.  in  Spain 
againft   the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  fafety  and   ho- 
nour of  the  nation.     Not  long  after,  the  houfe  proceed- 
ed to  take   into  confideration  the   report  from   the  com- 
mittee, to   whom  the   petition   of  feveral   proprietors  of  . 
plantations  in  the  iflands  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chri/iopher*^  in 
America,  and  other  merchants  trading  to  the  fame,  on  be- 
half of  themfelves  and  the  other  inhabitants  and  traders  to 
the  faid  iflands,  was  referred,  and  the  fame  being  read, 
k  was  refolved,    "  That  an    humble  addrefs  be  prefented 
to  het  majefty,   that  (he  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint  fuch  . 
pcrfons,  as  her  majefty  ftiall  think  fit,  to  enquire   into   ■ 
the  true  ftate  of  the  lofTes  of  the  people  of  the  iflands  of 
"  Nevis  and  St.   Chri/iopher^Sy  in   order  to  lay  the  fame 
before  this  houfe  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  to  apply 
what  may   be  convenient  for  the  better  fccuririg  thofe 
iflands,  and  fupplying  them  with  neceflaries  in  order  to 
.  '*  a  rercttlernent.'*     The  faid  addrefs  being  prefented  ac- 
cordingly, her  majefty  was  pleafed  to  anfwer,    '*  That  (be  : 
was  very  well  pleafed  to  find  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
fo  compaffionate  a  fenfe  of  the  lofl^es  of  her  fubje£ls  in 
Nevis  and  St.  ChriJIopher''i  ;  as  alfo  with   the  concern 
they   (hewed   upon  this  occafion  for  the    plantations 
which  were  fo  juftly  entitled  to  their  care,  by  the  large 
returns  they  made  to  the  public  ;  and  her  maje(ty  would" 
give  the  neceftTiry  orders  for  what  the  hOufe  had  <te(ired 
♦<  in  that  matter.".    Accordingly  hen  majefty  was  after-' 
^         a  warr^- 
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wards  pleafed  to  appoint  two  gentlemen,  of  known  ability 
arid  integrity,  to  go  to  the  faid  iflands,  to  procure  an  exa£^ 
ftate  of  the  lofTes  of  her  fubjedls  there,  in  order  to  their 
being  put  on  fuch  a  fc^otlng,  as  might  be  beft  for  the  par- 
ticular benefit  of  the  inhabitants}  and  the  general  good  of 
thefe  kingdoms  P. 

Th£  houfe  having  had  notice  of  the  great  dcclenfion  of 
our  interefl  in,  and  trade  to  Newfoundland y  the  marquifs 
of  Caertnarthen  having  likewife  acquainted  them,  that  cer<# 
tain  pirates  had  made  a  great  and   dangerous  fectlcment  at 
Madagafcary  where    they  threatened  to  ereft  a  kind   of 
thievifh  republic,  little  inferior  to  thofe  on  tiie  coaft'  of 
Barbary  i  and  having  offered  to  go  himfelf  with  a  fmall' . 
fquadron  to  ^ut:  an  end   to  thia  mifchief  while  there  was, 
room  left  for  doing  it,  the  houfe  appointed  a  trommittee  to 
take  thefe  matters  into  their  confideration ;   who,  after 
having  throughly  examined  them,  came  to  the  following  ^ 
rcfolutions  9.  -  #  '^* »'  ^  ^*' 

*'  I.  That  a  great  number  of  pirates  have  fettled 
*'  themfelves  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcavy  from  whence 
*<  thdy  have  committed  many  great  piracies,  robberies,  and 
*'  depredations,  very  ruinous  to  trade,  and  whereby  the 
*'  lives  of  many  of  her  majefty's  good  fubje£ls  have  been* 
*•  deftroyed.  .r;  u.. 

*'  II.  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfented  to  her 
*'  majefly,  that  (he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  inta  > 
<'  her  royal  confideration,  how  the  faid  pirates  may  be* 
•*  fuppreffed,  and  their  further  piracies,  robberies,  and  de-  ,^ 
"    predations,  may  be  effe£lually  prevented,"     Which  re-   < 
foJutions were  on  the 8th of  ^/>r// agreed  to  by  the  houfe.',, 
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Tho  fame  day  it  was  rcfolvcd,  •*  That  an  humble  ajdrcft 
^*.  be  prcfented  to  her  majefty,  that  (he  will  be  graciouHy 
«•  pleafcd  to  ufc  her  royal  endeavours  to  recover  and  pre- 
'"  (iu-ve  the  ancient  pofTc/Iions,  trade^and  Hfhery,  in  NfW' 

vUHer  majefty  received  thcfc  addrefles  very  graciouily, 
aiki  promired  that  proper  care  (hould  be  taken  with  re- 
fpc6t  to  the  matters  contained  in  them:  And  thus  ended 
the  proceedings  of  this  fcffion  of  parliament,  with  Which  I 
ftiail  conclude  the  events  of  this  winter. 

We  have   rtow  run  through  the  naval  tranfaiftions  of 
about  eighteen  years,  in  which  fliort  fpace  there  happened 
fo  many  things  worthy  of  remark,  and  our  maritime  powet 
encreafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  with   no   fmall  diffi- 
culty that  I  have  been  able  to  bring  them  into  this  com- 
pafs.     But  a  bare  relation  of  events  will  very  little  benefit 
ordinary  readers,  if  they  are  not  attended  with  fome  few  re- 
flv^dtions,  in  order  to  point  out  the  advantages  and  difadvanta- 
ge's  which'  befel  fuciety  in  confequence  of  thefe  tranfac- 
ivms.  The  two  wars,  in  which  we  were  engaged  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Dutch^  as  they  demonitrated  on  the  one  hand 
our  mighty  power  atfea,  foon  the  other  they  put  us  tol 
mighty  expence.  The  houfc  of  commons  in  the  year  1702^ 
in  a  reprefcntaiion  to  the  queen,  fay  exprefly,  that  from  i^ 
vember  i6^,  to  March  the  eighth,  1701,  there  had  bcm 
raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  war,  forty  live  millions  five 
Hundred  fjxty  eight  thoufand   feven  hundred  fwcnty  five 
pounds  nineteen  (hillings  anJ  two-pence  halfpenny,  an 
immenfe  fum  indeed  !  As  to  the  expences  of  queen  Annii 
war,  we  fhall  take  notice  of  them  when  we  come  to  the 
conclufion  of  it :  at  prefent  let  us  obferve,  that  one  natio^ 
nal  end,  with  refpeft  to  England^  was,  in  this  laft  war 
particularly,  in  a  great  m^afure  anfweredy  I  meaa  the  de- 
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Af*tlHlin%  wp  IttiAi'  ii6  nioin  /)(  iht!ii-  (gretti  flnt^tx  i  i^Hil 
ihuii^h  liy  thU  vlit*  iiutub«r  .)(  (ttvii  |>i ivtitieN  wak  v«ry 
<iun?h  eHtiertf«(l,  yer  ih«»  ioflV^  of  our  ni^nhttniti  w«ic 
Irti'  IcIUm  the  letter,  ihan  iit  lln»  limiiri  icigii,  which  t 
liiintc  WM  iMefly  mviim  i«»  «  li'rli^'i  ol  t«ni|(ihiPfc  i oHflrtHily 
wii-M  f»rt  «»lfhtfr  hi  uh»  huu^i?  ofpjiyhiinient  lif  ihenthtr. 
1  Tmh  fue«»<i»  of  t»ui  ttirtoi  «t  h'rt,  MMti  Uh»  i»«v«»rtUy  of 
|irm«i!|h«|J?  005  hJi  lt»,  JoIhp«I  io  <h«  pipulnrlly  <il  i»vii'y 
(it'll  tdkt'ii  tiivv^tiiln  th«  ^turi'AhniiS  mir  tiMHiioir  ptiwerh 
Oi:i;«(limp»l  liu:o  oiffrtluini  ltj  hi?  p«MUu'»|  Io  tM<lttr  thmtiti, 
Hi  rtiuiu«lly  nV\^A  to  itii  foHf,  Th*?  gicAt  Hmwx  Io  r/nj, 
iht?  loUtoituist^K  \\\i^%  III  omoy  (i|UrttJroo«i  lo^t  with  Io  th« 
Uy^  Mn,  <»»ti  ill  hitk  io  it^|i«id  to  the  Dmkhk  l'ijv«=. 
terrp,  i*i»<i  to  iiHirt  evrry  oihvr  iinrown,'^«l  «ueld»»oi  whkh 
Nllouf  witltlu  thin  pi9:lotl  of  mot*,  ilMutj^h  It  hon' hArtl 

0(1^11  privi^,t0  pPli'UlSl,  ton)  Wftt)  iiijOlioiiN  to  (Mir  littdt^  ll) 
Kt*)iiirii]|  yH  \\  wm  Io  tht«  ouin  Imioiit'ml  to  oui  oiiiiiii^^ 
in«?iMUi^h  Ma  Jr  ^,f»v{?  H  hrtiuiln  lot  ttH|?iorofh\g  It,  ««  rvrry 
thing  tf^iuilo^  tlit'ic't^  Willi  welt  r^(-)^iv''(i.  itrord  ttrot'i^  thitt 
mighty  ilJrti'irio'p  whichi  ttf  thp  <loA'  of  il»py«it  1706, 
«pp*tti'?'tl  I'l  thf  loyHl  HHvyi  whkli  ootonly  lothr  iiiim* 
h&f,  hut  iht»  qurtliiy  M  %\w  Oilpn  of  whhh  it  wwmhmm* 
polfii,  w«ii  gi«ttttly  ftiijerh>r  to  wh«t  it  htiU  h^po  hoiti  %m 
x\m^  of  tht»  ievolu(ioO(  or  nvtio  l<tifor^.  it.  Thti  iirtuom* 
4i»y  atiii  tliri'ipilo«  til  our  iitntiott,  Wftn  hIIo  noit.)i  io«oM| 
unti  th(}(»  Jf;4louiit?ii  In  a  gtrnt  nof«liirt;  w<mo  out,  wh(t.h 
hitt)  brro  vny  p<t^Joilii:i!tl  to  u»f 0  of  th«?  grettft^ll  lorrlti 
iiurlti|ij  U»c  prrtyiiiii^  t«lj*o,  un  tliny  ipiittinly  wrii?  io  the 
li^tt^r  pttil  of  tliiK,  <wh«o  tiiry  wr'ic;  oto((  <  ohMtiomt^ly 
r«viv«dl.  I'he  ^\^iA  trO<;our«^f?on?ot  y,ivro  lo  tlie  Irtihirn, 
hy  Nklng  thttmnioif  ettii^of  (!.«j  tUk  itmt  wouoilnJ,  ^m^ 
Kotl  (\^0Q(ly  p4yio|£of  pri'^9<otAOt^yi  noil  tlii?  \\\my  rxtrft* 
or(Uoitry  orikti  th(\r  tnun  ihoA  to  tloi^  wfit?  iftli^tt  in 
iticin'  htvouiv  Aiiii  lire  ilill  tM  hQ  mot  with  In  uur  (itifiortfii, 
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fnuii  wlii^nr*  (hm*  al  ilK^m  hovt*  tiffn  t^^llcd  in  Mii*  work, 

tihguiOtipJ  iImI  |urjii«|iit>  wlittli  iMi  (tmi*  irvivoii  rt(;,(tiiilti 
guilty  (o  Itni  ill  (t  iii«ti(it  W(U  ,  riiMit,  ill  (iiio  iiWiM'i't, 
wiMii'vrr  wf  iiiigtu  ilii  id  o()tc>r<(,  lti«  itdtitut  trti(«iiil/ 
lliMvt>  I7  iliP  wur,  ilirtC  M  (.» IrtVi  wd  ijirw  t'otilUnily 
lht<)i|^ri,  tint  fU^rii  itiorr  MUitit'ioMii  (iti>l  (MMcr  iimiuu^iI  | 
III  ihrtl  it(  iliP  tiitu«  t  tiint'ltultt  tlim  vuluitit*!  Wf  wt>ir  ititt«  h 
iiuiff  t;^jirtl«lt'  ol  rtilcrdti^  (Mil  t*liliiM«i  (he  iluitinimii  ulfi 

thv    (^M|  ihrttl  (t(  lllf  tillir  lltn  Wrti  llc'gftH.  * 

Ir   ftiiv  (i|  iiiv  i»ii()fin  (hoHltl  t^ii(tM(4iH  A  (Itutht,  ri(ht*r 
M*  ((i(li0  (hith  uf  till*  Int'h  lir^m  UitI  «|iiwii,  or  llic)  (olUiU/ 

(it    iho  jlliigMKlM    (  )l(|Vt>    (lp)lV<t«?i|   «l|ni||    iIkMII,   i    llllltii   t 

twm\  »i»ily  (Mill  hitti  tivpi,  foi  liillAfd^iltMii  10  luiriHJ»  rt»i» 
ilittM  k  Imi  i^Kfiioly,  U  ())(*y  ittitnir  in  (^iiiiiiicHi  with  titit 
oitiliin  \wni\^  (h(}fti  oii^ht  iti  lit*  no  dilputi?  tltoui  (t.  line 
il  vvn  (lip  into  iiiiy  ol  {\w  t'\,ifuk\w\i{ii({\  wiitrid,  Wt"  (imll 
not  1(1)1(0  IomI  tjit^iit  ili'|>luiiiiy^  tl)(t  vilttilr:  (l«(  (ty  III  ih«ir 
nirtiitiiur  ii')w«i,  hoiii  ilui  tIniG  ol  ilif  Imfile  of  Attit^x*^* 
tiiMl  ionlUndy  l»lrtiiii(i|{  ihr  (t«liiiiiiillM(i(tn|  lor  not  tnutd^ 
ln;i  ilirir  (liuughdi  (u  (ht>  iriMivt^ty  of  i(  io  mmli  d^  (hey 
triglK  (0  lidvt^  ilon^i  wlittli  (ht^y,  ((r^nriftlly  ((ii^dkin^i 
tticrjlitt  tf?  j)ie  v^ll  «Mp(?iKe  of  ih«  Wrti  l»y  l»»nil| 
wlikti  would  noi,  liy  ituy  oir^im,  nJinit  dtf  liivt'KintK 
lUwh  liijuilifii  rt4  wi'H'  iit>»,>»'l!rtiy  liir  (ht»  leiviii'  ol  (ltd 
(!?«»  Kioni  th(i|i>  vH)iitpt<tinttt,  witiwh  ^r«  ieiulnly  wr^ll 
(iiMiuJmK  ii  in  uiitni(<  <i  ilmt.  on  ilit*  out)  ht^iul,  ilnir  mm* 
liiiint)  po'Vin  (ImliiiMd.  wliilll  oMM  riH'irrt(r«l  t  dOil  on  Ott 
4Mtt«i,  (ImI  ihii  il(^i*li)hlioii  (iicw  Io  Ult  i])i  11  (bcni,  (lirtt 
tti«ir  »lilrtl  initiilb  I)  (tiHii^lii  H  Us  vuin  10  niu^|lt>,  iiMd 
thtiffforr  ^»ivt»  ii|i  h|I  Imilift  convrrn  l«»»  «»irii  (pjmirtiloii 
inihin  rt^lpei^l,  in  m  fi(  ol  ilrr)mif|  ^ui  n(  whivh  nothing' 
liUJ  nui  iiiti'livliy  01  iir^lincuie  wouM  mhov^i  tln>Hi. 
To  (hi^  I  nirty  mlJ,  iImi  a^  ihn  S(*,*f.i/h  nnvdl  ii'iw«  •  hitd 
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dies  J   but  upon  the  whole,  they  had    fuch  occaficn  for 
fliips  of  force,  and  had  fo  few  of  them,  that  the  afliitancc 
given  them  by  the  French^  contributed   not  a  little  to  the 
declenlion  of  their  marine,  as  appears  by  the  dcihudion 
of  their  men  of  war  at  Vigo,  which  was  a  iofs  they  were 
never  able  to  repair  \  and    though  it  be    very  true,  that 
whilft  Spain  was  governed    by  a  princw*  of   the  houfe  of 
Jujiria,  and  lived  in  amity  with  us,  we  were  rather  bouni 
*o  encourage  and  protect,  than  any  way  to  lefTen  or  dc- 
prefs  the  SpaniJh^owQv  at  fea  ;  yet   by  the  paffing  of  this 
crovn  into  the  houfe  o(  Bourbon,  our  Intereft,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  was  entirely  changed,  and  the  leflening  their  ma- 
ritime ftrength  was  a  comparative  augmentation  ot  cur 
own  ;  and    this  I  take  to  be  the  principal  reafon,  that 
through  the  courfe  of  the  war,  France  complained  fo  much 
of  the  burden  of  ^/xjiw.     For  though  by 'the  returns  of 
her  plate- fleets,  and  letting  the  French  for  a  time  (hare  in 
the  trade  of  the  South- Seasy  fhe  might  repair  that  lofsof 
trcafure,  which  the  maintaining  fo  many  armies  for  her 
fcrvice  might  occafion,  j'et  the  Iofs  of  that  maritime  pow- 
er, which  was  now  to  protedl  both  ftates,  was  a  Iofs  that 
never  could  be  repaired.,  as  reafon  informed  all  wife  people 
then,  and  as  we  have  been  taught  by  experience  fmce.     ' 
It   may,    perh^tps,   be  faid,    that  as  the  Dutch  were 
concerned  in  this  war  as  well  as  we,  as  they  (hared  jointly 
in  the  dangers  and  expences  of  it,   fo  they  muft  have  been 
equally  gainers  in  refpe*^  to  their  trade  and  maritime  power, 
liut  as  to  this  it  is  moft  evident,  that  the  French,  according 
to  the  information  they  have  received  from  the  moft  intel- 
ligent Dutchmen,  take  the  thing  to  be  quite  otherwifej  und 
argue  on  it  to  the  Dutch  themfelves,  as  if  it  was  a  faift  cut  of 
dilpute,  from   whence  they  take  occafion  to  alledge,    that 
-A'hile  the  EngU/h  made  a  pretence  of  ruining  the  maritime 
power  of  France,  they,  in  reality,  aimed  at  doing  as  much 
for  the  Dutch,  in  order  to  fecure  univerfal  trade,  and  the 

fuprcme  power  of  the  fca,  to  themfelves.    How  far  the 
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fortune  of  war  might  put  -this  in  our  power,  I  will  not  fay, 
but  this  I  will  venture  to  afTcrt,-  and  hope  it  will  be  readily 
credited,    that  fuch  a  thing  was  never  in  our  intention. 
The  fupplanting  allies,  is  a  drain  of  policy  common  to  the 
Frenchy  but,  without  partiality  I  may  fay,  unknown  to 
the  Britons.    We  have  fought  for  our  allies,  and  conquer- 
ed for  our  allies  \  nay,  we  have  fometimes  paid  our  allies 
for  fighting  in  their  own  caufe,  and  for  their  own  proHt ; 
but  to  over-reach  ou*-  allies,  efpecially  our  good  allies  the 
Dutch,   was,  I  dare  fay,  never  in  our  will,  or  in  our 
power.     This  indeed  I  muft  own,   that  in  the  condutSi  of 
this  laft  war,  efpecially  to  the  year  1706,  we  had  as  much 
the  lead  in  councils  as  ever  the  Dutch  had  in  the  former 
war ;   for  this  we  paid  largely,  and,  I  think,  we  had  a 
right  to  it,    if  we  got  any  thtrg  by  it.     I  muft  alfo  in- 
genuoufly  confefs,    that  the  oeconomy  cf  the  Dutch  greatly 
hurt  their  reputation  and  their  trade.     Their  men  of  war 
in  thf:  Mediterranean  were  always  vi£lualled  (hort,    and 
their  convoys  were  fo  weak  and  ill  provided,    that  for  one 
ihip  we  loft,   they  loft  five,   which  begat  a  general  notion, 
that   we  were  iafer  carriers,    that  certainly    had  a  good 
cfFe£t.     So  that,  taking  all  things  together,  I  doubt  whether 
the  credit  of  the  Englijh  nation  abroad,  or  the  fpirits  of  the 
people  at  home,  were  ever  higher  than  at  this  period  of  time. 
Hence  it  was,  that  our  trade  rather  encreafed  than 
diminiihed  in  this  laft  war,   and  that  we  gained  fo  fignally 
by  our  ftrift  infercourfe  with  Portugal ;  concerning  which 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  running  over  a  few  fa£is  that  are 
not  commonly  attended  to.     When  the  war  firft  broke 
out,  Portugal  was  allied  to  the  two  crowns ;    and  with 
great  difficulty  it  was  that  we  detached  that  monarch  from 
their  intereft  :    but  the  means  by  which  we  detached  him, 
ought  not  to  remain  a  fecret.     In  the  treaty  he  concluded 
with  Lewis  XIV.  and  his  grandfon,  he  had  ftipulated  that 
he  (hould  be  proteftcd  by  an  annual  fleet  from  France ;  but 
when  he  found  that  this  could  not  be  comp!yed  with,  and 
thfit  if  he  performed  his  part  of  the  agreement,   his  coaft 
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would  be  left  open  to  tlie  infults  of  the  maritime  powers, 
he  faw  the  neceflity  of  changing  his  party,   which  induced 
him  to  make  a  treaty  with  us  in  1703  j  and  when  the 
French  Minifter,    M.  de  Chduauneuft    reproached  him  for 
thus  changing  fides,    Don  Pedro  replied,    with  great  fpirit 
*«  If  your  matter  had  fent  thirty  feips  of  the  line  to  cruize 
*'  between  Lisbon  and  Seiubal,  I  had  never  quitted  his  al« 
**  liance  ;  and  therefore  I  would  have  you  let  him  know, 
«'  that  he  ought  to  blame  himfelf,    not  me,  for  the  confe- 
•*  quences."     By   the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded,  with 
the  fame  crown  by  mr.  Mithtun^    we  were  prodigious 
gainers;    and  T will  even  venture  to  fay,    that  this  fmgle 
alliance  was  worth  more  to  us,  than  all  the  negotiations  in 
the  former  reign.     The  Portuguese  began  to  feel  tjhe  com- 
fori^able  *ffe^s  of  the  mines  they  had  difcovered  in  BrazJ/f 
and  the  prodigious  commerce  that  followed  thereupon  with 
us,  made  their  good  luck,  in  this  refpefl:,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  outs  alfo;  and  {q  it  has  been  ever  fince,  otherwifel  know 
not   how  the  expcnces  of  the  war  could  have  been  born  : 
.for  as  6nB.or  Davenant  juftly  computed  the  running  cafh  of 
this  kingdom,   at  the  time  the  revolution  happened,  could 
not  be  above  eighteen  millions;  at  the  acceffion  of  the  queen 
we  had  not  fo  much  ;    but  at  the  time  of  concluding  the 
union  it  was  encreafed  again  very  confiderably,  which  muft 
be  attributed  in  a  grc;at  meafure  to  our  Portugal  tnde  :  and 
this,  as  I  have  made  it  manifefi,  we  owed  entirely  to  our 
fuperiour  power  at  (ea.»^.«\  -ff^;»4  ^ ;  ~^ji 

As  to  our  trade  with  the  Spanljh  JVeJI-Jr.dieSy  by  the  canal 
of  Cadiz,  it  was  certainly  very  much  interrupted  by  the 
war  at  the  beginning;  bat  afterwards  it  was  in  a  good  mea- 
fure  reftored,as  well  by  our  dire£l  correfpondencc  vi'iihSpain^ 
after  the  rcdudlipn  of  feveral  provinces  under  the  power  of 
king  Charles  III.  as  thro'  Portugal,  by  which  a  very  great, 
though  contraband,  trade  was  carried  on.  We  were  at 
j  the  fame  time  very  great  gainer  by  our  trade  with  the 
\Bpamards  in  the  Weft.  Indies^  as  I  am  fatisfied  froiu  feveral 
^  *«*«»«*^,i*   ^k  <«  ft««  «M  French 
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Frtnch  ajthors,   vvho  complain  that  their  colonies  TufFered 
much  lefs  from  our  naval  force,  than  they  did  from  the  lofs 
of  this  trade ;    which  is  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Jamaica  merchants  againft  commodore  Ker^ 
who  was  very  negligent  in  protciSling  their  floop  trade,    by 
which  they  were  great  fufFerers.     The  reafon  they  aflign 
Alfo  for  his  negligence,  is  yet  a  ftrongcr  proof;  for  they 
alledge,    that  he  would  not  grant  them  convoys,    without 
iharing  in  their  profits  ^   and  if  thefe  had  not  been  verf 
jconfiderable,  they  could  never  have  tempted  an  officer  of 
his  rank  to  run  fuch  a  riique.     The  fame  thing  may  be 
faid  of  the  complaints  of  the  other  colonies,  which,  however 
juft  in  themfelves,    yet  if  they,   as  evident  it  is  they  did, 
grew  richer,  mor<  populous,  and  carried  their  trade  far- 
ther than  in  former  times,  then  it  is  furely  as  evident,  that 
the  nation  in  general  gained  confiderably  in  this  branch  ; 
to  which  I  may  add,  that  the  2.&.  for  giving  a  bounty  upon 
hemp  imported  from  our  plantations,  and  other  laws,  were 
fufficient  infhnces  of  the  inclination  of  the  miniflry  to  pro- 
motecommerceand  navigation  as  far  as  it  lay  in  their  power. 
Th  £  r  e  is  another  remark  that  naturally  arifes  upon  this 
fubfeft,  and  that  is  the  mighy  fpirit  which  appeared  amonglf 
our  merchants,  and  enabled  them  to  carry  on  all  their  fchemei 
with  fuch  vigour,  as  kept  a  conftant  circulation  of  money 
through    the  kingdom,    and  afforded    fuch  mighty  en- 
couragement to  all  manufa£lures,  as  have  rendered  the  re- 
membrance of  thofe  times  grateful  in  worfe.    Our  fuccefTca 
abroad,  our  vidtories  by  land  and  fea,  the  refpeft  paid  to  us 
by  all  the  ftates  of  Europe^  ferved  to  heighten  and  fuficain 
this  fpirit,  wliich  is  at  onc»j  the  fource  and  foul  of  profpe- 
jrity,  and  a  nation  grows  low  and  lifelefs,  as  foon  as  it  is 
taken  away.    There  were  inc'sed  fome  accidental  advanta- 
ges which  attended  the  latter  part,  efpecially  of  this  period, 
that  have  not  been  always  vifible  in  prcceeding  or  fuc- 
ceeding  times.     Amongft  thefe  I  reckon,  in  the  firfl 
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place,  an  unfeigned  loyalty ;  for  it  was  the  felicity  of  this 
princcfs,  that  her  pcrfon  was  dear  to  all  her  fubjcfby 
nay,  even  to  thofc  who  queftioned  her  title ;  and  this  pro- 
duced another  advantage,  which  Wiis  a  kind  of  coalition 
of  parties,  of  which  I  rather  chufe  to  fay  fomething  at  the 
end  of  this  volume,  becaufe  after  the  union,  parties  broke 
ioofe,  again  and  threw  us,  as  tkey  will  always  do,  into  the 
utmoft  confufion.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the 
tories  were  as  heartily  for  it  as  the  whigs,  and  if  they  grew 
weary  of  it  by  degrees,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
they  might  be  tempted  thereto  in  fome  refpe^s  by  the  ill 
ufage  they  met  with.  While  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
was  cfteemed  a  tory,  bis  iervices  were  often  extenuated> 
and  though  the  parliament  gave  him  thanks,  there  was  a 
party  that  denied  him  merit.  When  he  and  the  treafurer 
went  over  to  the  whigs,  the  fcale  turned  fo  (Irongly  in  their 
favour,  that  none  could  be  employed  who  were  not  of  this 
denomination  ;  and  thus  Sir  George  Rooki  was  Jaid  afide 
immediately  after  he  had  gained  a  victory,  hoiK>urable  tn 
every  refped,  but  mod  honourable  in  this,  that  it  was 
wholly  owing  to  the  prudence  and  condu£i  of  the  admiral. 
Before  the  whigs  gained  this  afcendency,  and  both  parties 
were  embarked  in  the  caufe  of  their  country,  their  una< 
nimity  produced  thofe  fupplies,  which  enabled  our  armies 
and  fleets  to  a£^  as  they  did  ;  and  taught  the  moft  haughty 
and  faithlefs  of  all  powers,  that  bounds  might  be  fet  to 
its  force,  though  not  to  its  ambition.  The  laft  advantage 
I  fliall  fpeak  of,  was  the  public  fpirit  of  parliaments  in  the 
queen's  reign.  If  they  gave  in  one  feiCoos,  they  enquired  in 
the  next,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  mention  any  remarkable  ex« 
pedition  within  the  firft  fix  years,  which  was  not  ejftmined 
and  cleared  up  by  fuch  enquiries ;  fo  that  the  people  faw  and 
Inewwhatthey  were  doing,  which  encouraged  them  to  pay 
chearfully,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  put  them  upon  endea- 
vouring to  acquire  by  their  induftry  what  might  maintain 
them  happily,  notwithftanding  thcfe  large,  but  neccflary 
expences,  T| 
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It  is  certainly  matter  of  great  fatisfadiion  to  me, 
and  muft  be  fo  to  every  man  who  wiihes  well  to  his 
country,  that  after  running  through  a  fei  ies  of  fuch  events, 
fectins;  out  at  firft  with  the  fight  of  fo  great  a  naval  power 
as  the  French  King  had  aflembled,  while  we  ftruggled  un- 
der many  difficulties  ;  and  when  we  got  out  of  that 
troublefome  war,  found  ourfelves  loaded  with  a  debt  too 
heavy  to  be  (haken  off  in  a  fhort  interval  of  peace  : 
it  muft,  I  fay,  be  a  great  fatisfadlion  to  be  able,  at  the 
clofe  of  this  volume,  to  afTert,  that  we  had  overcome 
all  thefe  difficulties  ;  and,  inflead  of  feeing  the  navy  of 
France  riding  on  our  coafls,  fent  every  year  a  powerful 
fleet  to  infult  theirs,  fuperior  to  them,  not  only  in  the 
ocean,  but  in  the  Mediterranean,  forcing  them,  as  it 
were,  entirely  out  of  the  fea ;  and  this,  not  by  the  thun« 
der  of  our  cannon,  but  by  the  diftant  prcfped  of  our 
flag  ;  as  at  the  raifing  the  fiege  of  Barcelona,  when  the 
Ton  of  the  French  king,  the  famous  count  de  Thouloufty 
high  admiral  of  France,  fled  from  Sir  'John  Leake,  and  took 
Ihelter  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 

By  this,  we  not  only  fecured  our  trade  in  the  Levant, 
and  ftrengthened  our  inteieft  with  all  the  Italian  princes, 
but  ftn^k  the  ftates  of  Barha>y  with  terror,  and  even 
awed  the  grand  fignior  himfelf,  fo  far  as  to  prevent 
his  liflning  to  any  propofitions  from  France.  Such  were 
the  fruits  of  the  increafe  of  our  naval  power,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  i'.  was  employed  ;  and,  though  fome 
through  mifconceptic/n  of  the  advantages  flowing  from 
this  di/^fition  in  thofe  princes  and  flates ;  and  fome 
again,  from  1  perverfe  humour,  perhaps  of  obje<^ing 
againil  whatever  carried  us  into  a  great  expence,  in- 
teighed  againft  fending  fuch  mighty  fleets  into  thofe  feas  ; 
yet  nothing  can  be  plainer,  than  that  while  we  continued 
this  War,  fuch  fleets  were  necefliary ;  that  they  at  once 
prote£ied  our  allies,  ^nd  attached   them  to  our  interelf  i 
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ftiui  which  is  of  greater  importance  than  all  the  red, 
that  they  eftablifhed  our  reputation  for  maritime  force,  f6 
cffcdually,  that  we  feel  even  at  thi)  day,  the  happy  effects 
of  that  fame  which  we  then  acquired.  Of  what  con- 
/equence  therefore  could  the  expences  of  thefe  fleets,  how* 
ever  large,  be  to  a  nation  like  this  ?  efpecially  if  we  con^ 
fider,  that  the  greatei^  part  of  it  only  (hifted  hands,  fince 
it  is  the  peculiar  property  of  naval  expences,  that,  tho* 
they  rife  ever  fo  high,  they  can  hardly  ever  impoveri(h, 
becaufe  they  are  raifed  on  one  part  of  the  fociety,  and  laid 
out  with  the  other,  and  by  a  natural  circulation,  muft  cer<: 
tainly  very  foon  return  into  the  firfl:  hands. 

It  is  a  further  fatisfa^lion^  that  we  can  fafcly  fay, 
our  trade  flourifhed  through  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  our 
ifnerchants  were  fo  loyal  to  the  queen,  and  fo  well  af^ 
fedkd  to  her  government,  that  upon  every  occafion  they 
were  ready  to  credit  the  adminiflration  with  the  beft 
part  of  that  immenfe  wealth  that  had  been  raifed  under 
their  prote^ion.  Thefe  were  glorious  times  indeed,  if 
riches,  vi£(ory,  and  honour,  can  render  a  nation  glorious, 
and  for  all  th^fe  mighty  advantages,  we  fibod  indebted  to 
the  maternal  aiTe^ioo  of  the  queen;  thewifdomand  pro- 
bity of  her  miniibrs;  the  heroic  courage  and  generous 
public  fpirit  of  the  officers  (he  employed,  by  land  and  fea  ; 
and  above  all  to  the  fincere  union  of  parties  amonft  us, 
the  contempt  of  private  advant^ges^  and  a  fteady  concern 
for  the  fafcty,  reputation,  and  future  profperity  of  this 
nation.  May  the  remembrance  and  example  of  thefe 
virtues,  have  fome  cffcft,  even  upon  this  degenerate  age? 
^ct  us  refolvfe  to  imitate  our  anceftors,  or  at  leaft  let  us 
not  reflect  difhonour  on  their  atchievements,  by  calling  our- 
fclves  there  pofterity.  ' 

Tbi  End  of  the  TaiKO  Volumk. 
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